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Truth and Fiction Relating 
to My Life 


TENTH BOOK. 

When the German pouts, as members of a corpora- 
tion, were no longer standing ns one mnn, they did not 
enjoy Che smallest advantages nmoug their fellow 
citizens. They had neither support, standing, nor re- 
spectability, except in so far as their other position 
was favourable to them ; and therefore it was a matter 
of mere chance whether talent was born to honour or 
to disgrace. A poor son of earth, with a consciousness 
of mind and faculties, was forced to crawl along pain- 
fully through life, and, from the pressure of momentary 
necessities, to squander the gifts which perchance he 
had received from the Muses. Occasional poems, the 
first and most genuine of all kiuds of poetry, had 
becomo despicable to such a degree, that the nation 
evou now cannot attain a conception of their high 
value: and a poet, if ho did not strike altogether into 
GUnther’s path, appeared in the world in the most 
melancholy stato of subserviency, as u jester and para- 
site ; so that both on the theatre and on the stage of 
life ho represented a character which any one and 
every one could abuse at pleasure. 

If, on tho contrary, the Muse associated herself with 
3 



last, after gloomy and horrible hours, the overlaying 
Judge will uncloud his face, again acknowledge his 
Son and fellow God, who, on the other hand, will again 
lend to him alienated men, — nay, even a fallen spirit. 
The living heavens shout with a thousand angel voices 
round the throne, and a radiance of love gushes out 
over the universe, which shortly before had fastened its 
looks upon a fearful placo of sacrifice. The heaveuly 
peace which Klopstoek felt in the conception and exe- 
cution of this poem communicates itself even now to 
every one who reads tho first ten cantos, without 
allowing certain requisitions to be brought forward, 
which an advancing cultivation does not willingly 
abandon. 

Tho dignity of the subject olevated in tho poet the 
feeling of his own personality. That he himself would 
enter hereafter into those choirs, that the God-Man 
would distinguish him, nay, give him face to fnco the 
reward for his labours, which even here every feeling, 
pious heart had fondly paid in many a pure tear, 
— these were such innocent, childlike thoughts and 
hopes, ns only a well-constituted mind can conceive 
and cherish. Thus Klopstoek gained the perfect light 
to regard himself as a consecrated person, and thus in 
his actions he studied tho most scrupulous purity. 
Even in his old age it troubled him exceedingly that 
lie had given his earliest love to a lady who, by marry- 
ing anothor, left him in uncertainty whether she had 
really loved or been worthy of him. The sentiments 
which bound him to Meta ; their hearty, tranquil affec- 
tion ; their short, sacred married life ; tho aversion of 
the surviving husband from a second union, — all is of 
that kind which may well be remembered hereafter in 
the circle of the blessed. 

This honourable conduct toward himself was still 
further enhanced by his being favourably received for 


I* 1 . 


.4 ' \* t 

n.i- =•* • s •’ 

in*. -* *.». 

M.\ mV.. - " * 

-till i». •!*• •' 

Ilf. i J-. 5 

* 1 “ mU •*?. 4 > r • - 1 > 

111 * - , it >'l!vli l '.' 

4 l- U •. 

Ill" I, i. f| ■ '• 

till I « - * l«; ’ 

li 1 1< I t ii* ) t5i*i - •* ■■ 

rti* *• I i- j‘. I • f • 

wifi S'.Om V. ■ ■ 

I*> I'll III’ !»{••• ;■ I ' ■ : ■ 

in- * 

Hut )n *. i ?i i i! . 5 ’ 

111* Ml) ’.I 'M •*.*• I [ - •- . ’ 

Hi}* l* *i ft iii*\ it. H i i . * / 

llh 1 \\>iy » « u< *• • ■ ; - * i 

t «•- 1 tii- m, vtlin, m i. j* •. 

Inin -.-H, iii.ni l“> is mi - 4 - t* 

IllM living lllHlf* I?. ?; I ; , 

llllll l tVllil l-i li- f • • \ It 

IimiMiw, nth- ... i- it< i t ' 

Ijot Inti luf;'.*. .tit l M*i, ? .. • 

lttlM.ll V IK (lull. v.|»< s, 1 ;• 1 #< , 

ttl'Mt lltl'l «• lit l.\ »»;•'. *. I , ; ’ v . 

lUt'jn trin. limn;* \- Uvit4 | } i % \. .• *. 

In* Ml Inin * !l nl . . 

Wllifll. lmiirl.i. milt : ,Sl .* ? * 

i'll* iii ^;1t f«n litiu , m l ij,. *. .. i 
lilK'tlliT. i t r, j f .. . 

IWlkUlK yu -In... i - 

itliM writ* iliti lUMtK'l III'.'M!.*;, 

)‘»UK lifn. Hu i mii!.] l ,., 


presents; and, by helping needy talents of all kinds 
through earlier or later embarrassments, contributing 
to the honour of literature, he gained so many frieuds, 
debtors, and dependents, that they willingly allowed 
his diffuse verses to pass, since they could give him 
nothing in roturu for his rich benefits but endurance 
of his poetry. 

Now, the high idea which theso two men might well 
form of their own worth, and by which others were 
induced also to think well of themselves, lias produced 
very great and beautiful results, both in public and 
private. But this consciousness, honourable as it is, 
called a peculiar evil down upon themselves, on those 
around them, and on their time. If, judging from 
their intellectual effects, both theso men may without 
hesitation bo called great, with respect to the world 
thoy remained but small, and, considered in comparison 
with a moro stirring life, their external position was 
nought. The day is long, and so is the night; one 
cannot bo always writing poetry, or doing, or giving ; 
their time could not bo filled up like that of peoplo of 
the world, and men of rank and wealth ; thoy there- 
fore set too high a value on their particular limited situ- 
ations, attached an importance to their daily affairs 
which thoy should only have allowed themsolves 
amongst each other, and took moro than reasonable 
delight in tlioir own jokes, which, though they mado 
the moment agreeable, could be of no cousecpience in 
the end. Thoy received praise and honour from others, 
as they dosorvod ; they gave it back, with mensuro 
indeed, but always too profusely; and, because they 
felt that their friendship was worth much, they were 
pleased to express it repeatedly, and in this spared 
neither paper nor ink. Thus arose those correspond- 
ences, at the deficiency of which in solid contents the 
modern world wonders ; nor can it bo blamed, when it 
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state of mind, and bad come with him to Strasburg. 
Our society, as soon as it knew of his arrival, was 
seized with n great longing to approach him ; and this 
good fortune happened to me first, quite unexpectedly 
and by chance. I had gone to the Ghost tavern to 
inquire after some distinguished stranger or other. 
Just at the bottom of the staircase I found a man who 
was on the point of ascending, and whom I might have 
takon for a clergyman. His powdered hair was put 
up in a cue, his black clothes likewise distinguished 
him, but still more a long black silk mantle, the skirts 
of which he had gathered up and stuck into his pocket. 
This somewhat striking, but yet, on the whole, polite 
and pleasing, figuro, of which I had already been told, 
left me not the least doubt that he was the celebrated 
newcomer; and my address was to convince him at 
once that I knew him. lie asked my name, which 
could be of no consequence to him; but my frankness 
seemed to please him, since ho returned it with great 
friendliness, and, ns we mounted the stairs, showed 
himself ready immediately for animated communica- 
tion. I have forgotten whom we visited then : it is 
sufficient to say, that at partiug I begged permission to 
wait on him at his own residence, which he granted 
me kindly enough. I did not neglect to avail myself 
ropeatedly of this favour, and was more and more 
attracted by him. He had a certain gentleness in his 
manner, which was very suitable and becoming, with- 
out being exactly easy. A round face; an imposing 
forehead ; a somowlmt puggish nose ; a mouth some- 
what prominent, but highly characteristic, pleasing, and 
amiable; a pair of coal-black eyes under black oye- 
brows, which did not fail of their effect, although one 
of them used to be red and inflamed. By various 
questions lie tried to make himself acquainted with me 
and my situation, and his power of attraction operated 
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Wooua ), and other works, Imd immediately placed 
himself by the side of the most eminent men who hacl 
for a long timo drawn toward them the eyes of 
their country. Wimt an agitation there must lmvo 
been in such a mind, what a fermentation there must 
have been in such a nature, can neither be conceived 
nor described. But great was certainly the concealed 
effort, as will bo easily admitted when one reflects 
for how many years afterward, and how much, he has 
done and produced. 

We had not lived together long in this manner when 
he confided to me that he meant to be a competitor for 
tho prize which was offered at Berlin for the best 
treatiso on tho origin of language. His work was 
alroady nearly completed; and, as he wrote a very 
neat baud, he could soon communicate to mo, in part, 
a legible manuscript. 1 had never reflected on such 
subjocts, for I was yet too deoply involved in the midst 
of tilings to lmvo thought about their beginning mid 
end. The question, too, seemed to mo idle in somo 
measure ; for, if God had created man as man, language 
was just as innate in him as walking erect: he must 
have just ns well poreoived that lie could sing with his 
throat, and modify tho tones in various ways with 
tongue, palate, and lips, as he must have remarked that 
ho could walk, and take hold of things. If man was 
of divine origin, so was also language ; and if man, 
considered in the circle of nature, was a natural being, 
language was likewise natural. These two things, liko 
soul and body, I could never separate. Siissmilch, 
with a realism crude, yet somewhat fantastically de- 
vised, had declared himself for the divine origin ; that 
is, that God had played the schoolmaster to tho first 
men. Herder’s treatiso wont to show that man ns man 
could and must have attained to language by his own 
powers. I read tho treatise with much pleasure, and 
it was of special aid in strengthening my mind ; but I 



my uwu uiiiuvituuil, anu as i. will ojtun givmi uj^ 
former opinions and inclinations, I soon accommodated 
myself, and only sought, as far as it was possible for 
me from ray point of view, to distinguish just blame 
from uujust invectives. And thus no day passed that 
had not been, in tlio most fruitful manner, instructive 
to me. 

I was made acquainted by him with poetry from 
quite a different side, in another light than heretofore, 
and one, too, which suited me well. The poetic nrl of 
the Hebrews, which he treated ingeniously after liis 
predecessor Lowth, — popular poetry, the traditions of 
which iu Alsaco he urged us to search after ; and the 
oldest records existing as poetry, — all boro witness 
that poetry in general was a gift to tho world and to 
nations, and not the private inheritance of a few re- 
fined, cultivated men. I swallowed all this; and tho 
more eager 1 was in receiving, the more liberal was ho 
in giving, so that we spent the most interesting hours 
together. The other natural studies which I had 
begun, I endeavoured to continue; and as one always 
has time enough, if ono will apply it well, so amongst 
them alL I succeeded in doing twee or thrice as much 
as usual. As to tho fuluess of those few weeks during 
which wo lived together, I can well say, that all which 
Herder has gradually produced since was then an- 
nounced in the germ, and that I thereby foil into tho 
fortunnte condition that I could completely attach to 
something higher, and expand all that I had hitherto 
thought, learned, and made my own. Had Herder 
>een methodical, I should have found the most pre- 
cious guide for giving a durable tendency to my culti- 
vatum; but he was more inclined to examine and 
stimulate than to lead and conduct. Thus he at first 
made me acquainted with Hamanu’s writings, upon 
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instructing me ns to these, and making the bias and 
drift of lxis extraordinary mind intelligible to mo, it 
generally only served him for amusement when I 
behaved strangely onough in trying to get at the 
meaning of such sibylline leaves. However, 1 could 
well feel that something in Hamann’s writings ap- 
pealed to me; and to this I gave myself up, without 
knowing wheuco it came or whither it was leading 
me. 

After the cure had lasted longer than was reason- 
able, Lobstoin had begun to hesitate, and to repeat 
himself in his treatment, so that the affair would not 
come to an end ; and Peglow, too, lmd confided to me 
in private that a favourable issue was hardly to be 
expected; the whole position became gloomy: Horder 
became impatient and out of temper; he could not 
succeed in continuing his activity as heretofore, and 
was obliged to restrain himself the more, as they began 
to lay the blame of the surgical failure upon his too 
great mental exertion, and his uninterrupted, animated, 
nay, merry, intercourse with us. It is sufficient to say, 
that, after so much troublo and suffering, the artificial 
tenr-channel would not form itself, and the communi- 
cation intended would not take place. It was neces- 
sary to let the wound heal over lest tho disease should 
become worse. If, now, during the operation, one 
could but admire Herder’s firmness under such pains, 
his melancholy aud even fierce resignation to the idea 
that ho must bear such a blot about him all his life 
had about it something truly sublime, by which he 
gained for ever the revereuco of those who saw and 
loved him. This disease, which disfigured so expres- 
sive a countenance, must have been so much the more 
afflicting to him, as he had become acquainted with an 
excellent lady in Darmstadt, aud had gained her affec- 
tions. It may have been for this cause principally 



some in the eyes of his half-betrothed, and to unite 
himself more certainly and indissolubly with her. 
However, he hastened away from Strasburg as soon 
as possible; and, since his stay had hitherto been as 
expensive as it was uupleasaut, T borrowed a sum of 
money for him, which he promised to refund by an 
appointed (lay. The time passed without the arrival 
of the money. My creditor, indeed, did not dun me; 
but I was for several weeks in embarrassment. At 
last the letter and money came, and even here he did 
not act unlike himself: for, instead of thanks or an 
apology, his letter contained nothing but satirical 
things in doggerel verse, which would have puzzled, if 
not alienated, another; but it did not move mo at all, 
for I had conceived so great and poworful an idea of 
his worth that it absorbed everything of an opposito 
nature which could have injured it. 

One should never speak, publicly at least, of his 
own faults, or those of others, unless lie hopes to attain 
some useful end thereby: on this account X will hero 
insert certain remarks which force themselves upon 
me. 

Gratitude and ingratitude belong to those events 
which appear every moment in the moral world, and 
about winch men can never ngiee among themselves. 
1 usually distinguish between non-thankfulness, ingrat- 
itude, and aversion from gratitude. The former is 
innate with men, nay, created with them; for it arises 
fiom a happy volatile forgetfulness of the repulsive as 
well as of the delightful, by which alone the conlimia- 
tiou of life is possible. Man needs such an infinite 
quantity of previous and concurrent assistances for a 
tolerable existence, that if he would always pay to the 
sun am t le earth, to God and nature, to ancestors 
and parents, to friends and companions, the thanks due 
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to receive and enjoy new benefits. But, if tho natural 
man suffers this volatility to get the control iu and 
over him, a cold indifference gains moro and more the 
asceudency, and one at last regards one’s benefactor as 
a stranger, to whose injury, perhaps, anything may be 
undertaken, provided it be advantageous to ourselves. 
This alouo can properly be called ingratitude, which 
results from the rudeness into which the uncultivated 
nature must necessarily lose itself at last. Aversion 
from gratitude, however, the rewarding of a benefit by 
ill-natured and sullen conduct, is very rare, and occurs 
only in eminent men, such as, with great natural gifts, 
and a presentiment of them, being born iu a lower 
rank of society or in a helpless condition, must, from 
their youth upwards, force themsolves along step by 
step, and receive at every point aids and supports, 
which are ofteu embittered and repulsive to them 
through the coarseness of their bonefactois, since that 
which they reeeivo is earthly, while that which, on 
tho other hand, they give, is of a higher kind ; so that 
what is, strictly speaking, a compensation, is out of tho 
question. Lessing, with the fine knowledge of earthly 
things which fell to his share in tho best years of his 
life, has in ono place bluntly but cheerfully expressed 
himself. Herder, on the contrary, constantly embit- 
tered his finest days, botli for himself and others, 
because he know not how to moderate, by strength of 
mind in later years, that ill-humour which had neces- 
sarily soized him in youth. 

One may well make this demand of himself ; for to 
a man’s capability of cultivation, comes, with friendly 
aid, tho light of nature, which is always active iu en- 
lightening liim about his condition: and generally, in 
many moral points of culluro, ono should not construe 
tho failings too soverely, nor look about after the most 
serious and remote means of correcting them ; for eer- 
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Thus, for instance, by mere habit, we can cxeilo gi. 
tudo in ourselves, keep it alive, and oven nmki* 
necessary to us. 

In a biographical attempt, it is proper to speak 
one’s self. I am, by nature, as little grateful as i 
man; and, on forgetting the benefit received, 
violent feeling of a momentary disagreement could v 
easily begullo me into ingratitude. 

To obviate this, I accustomed myself, in the f 
place, with everything that I possessed, to call to m 
with pleasure how I came by it, from whom j rerei 
it, whether it was. by way of present, exchange, 
purchase, or in any other manner. I have accuslm 
myself, in showing my collections, to mention Urn ] 
sons by whose means I obtained each article, nay, v 
to do justice to the occasion, to the accidonl, to 
remotest cause and coincidence, by which things \vl 
are dear and of value to me have become mine. 'I 
which surrounds us thus receives a lifo ; wo son in 
spiritual combination, full of love, reminding uh of 
origin; and, by thus making past circumstances pro 
to us, our momentary existence is elevated and 
riched; the originators of the gifts riso ropeuli 
before the imagination; we connect with their ium; 
picasiug remembrance; ingratitude becomes impiwui 
and a return, on occasion, becomes easy and domri 
At the same time, we are led to the considcmtio 
that which is uot a possession palpable to the non 
and wo love to recapitulate to whom our higher 
dowments are to be ascribed, and whence they 
their date. 

Before I turn my attention from my connection 
Herder, which was so important and so rich in 
sequences for me, I find yet something more to adi 
Nothing was more natural than tlmt I shook 
degrees become moro and more reserved toward 


tier, m communicating inoso tilings which imu muiuuu 
contributed tu my culture, but especially such ns still 
seriously occupied my attention at the moment. He 
had destroyed my enjoyment of so much that 1 had 
loved before, and had especially blamed me in the 
strongest manner for the pleasure 1 took in “ Ovid’s 
Metamorphoses.” I might defend my favourite as I 
would ; I might say, that, for a youthful fancy, noth- 
ing could he move delightful than to linger iu those 
cheerful and glorious regions with gods and demi-gods, 
and to be a witness of their deeds and passions; I 
might circumstantially quote that previously mentioned 
opinion of a sober-minded man, and corroborate it by 
my own experience, — all this, according to llerder, 
wont for nothing; there was no immediate truth, prop- 
erly so called, to be found in these poems: here was 
neither Greece nor Italy, neither a primitive world nor 
a cultivated one ; everything was rather an imitation 
of what had already existed, and a mannerised repre- 
sentation, such as could bo expected only from an over- 
cultivated man. And if at last I would maintain, that 
whatever an eminent individual produces is also nature, 
and that always, in all nations, ancient and modern, 
the poet alone has beon the maker, this was not 
allowed to pass, and I had to endure much on this 
account, nay, T was almost disgusted with my Ovid by 
it; for there is no affection, no habit so strong, that it 
can hold out in the long mu against the animadver- 
sions of eminent men in whom one places confidence. 
Sometliing always cleaves to us; and, if one cannot 
love unconditionally, lovo is already iu a critical con- 
dition. 

I most carefully concealed from him my interest in 
certain subjects which had rooted themselves within me, 
and were, by little and little, moulding themselves into 
poetic form. These were “ Gblz von llorliehingen ” and 
“ Faust.” The biography of the former had seized 




my deepest sympathy. The significant puppet- 
fable of the latter resounded aud vibrated many-t 
within me. I had also wandered about in all 
of science, and had early enough been led to si 
vanity. I had, moreover, tried all sorts of wa; 
real life, and had always returned more unsatiahei 
troubled. Now, these tilings, as well as many oi 
1 carried about with me, and delighted myself 
them during my solitary hours, but without w 
anything down. But, most of all, I concealed 
Herder my mystico-cabalistical chemistry, and e 
thing relating to it; although, at the same time, 
still very fond of secretly busying myself in work 
out more consistently thau it had been com muni 
to me. Of my poetical labours, 1 believe I laid 1 
him “Die MiUchuldigen but I do not recollec 
ou this account I received either correction c 
couvagement on his part. Yet, with all llii 
remained what he was : whatever proceeded fron 
had an important, if not a cheering effect; and ov< 
handwriting exercised a magic power over me. 
not remember having ever torn up or thrown awi 
of Iris letters, or even a mere euvolope from his 
yet, with my various changes of place and tiuv 
one document of those strange, forebodiug, aud 
days i3 left. 

That Herder’s power of attraction had as much 
on others as on me, I should scarcely mention, 
not to remark that it extended itsolf particuln 
Jung, eommouly called Stilling. The true, 
striving of this man could not but deeply ii 
everybody who had any feeling, and his suscepl 
must have charmed into candour every one who 
a condition to impart auything. Eveu Herder b< 
toward him with moro forbearance than towa 


rest or us, ior ms countor-acwon always seemeu to 
stand in relation with tho action exerted upon him. 
Jung's narrowness was accompanied by so much good 
will, his urgency with so much softuoss and enrnest- 
ncss, that a man of intelligence could certainly not bo 
severe against him, and a benevolent man could not 
scoff at him or turn him into ridicule. Jung was also 
exhilarated to such a degree by Herder, that lie felt 
himself strengthened and advanced in all he did : even 
liis affection for mu seemed to lose ground in tho 
same ratio ; yet we always remained good companions, 
made allowances for each other from first to last, and 
mutually rendered the most friendly services. 

Let us now, however, withdraw from tho sick- 
chamber of friendship, and from tho general considera- 
tions which refer rather to disorder than to health of 
mind; let us betake ourselves into the open air, to the 
lofty and broad gallery of tho minster, ns if the timo 
were still present when we young follows often ap- 
pointed an evening meeting to greet the departing sun 
with brimming goblets. Hero all conversation was 
lost in tho contemplation of the country ; here sharp- 
ness of eyesight was put to tho proof, and every one 
strove to perceive, nay, plainly to distinguish, tho most 
distant objects. Good leloseopcs wore employed to 
assist us, and one friend after another exactly pointed 
out tho spot which had become the most dear and 
precious to him : nor did / lack such a little spot, 
which, although it did not come out with importance 
in tho landscape, nevertheless more than all the rest 
attracted me with an amiable magic. On these occa- 
sions the imagination was excited by relating our ad- 
ventures ; and several little jaunts wore concerted, nay, 
often undertaken on the spur of the moment, of which 
I will circumstantially relate only one instead of a 
number, since in many respects it was of consequence 
to me. 
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bach and Wcyland, both natives ot Lower Aisft' 
repaired on horseback to Zabern, where, in the 
weather, the friendly little plneo smiled i>loasi 
upon us. The sight of the bishop’s castle awak 
our admiration ; the exteut, height, and splendour 
new set of stables bore witness to the other con; 
of the owner. The gorgeousness of the staircase 
prised us ; the chambers and saloons wo trod 
reverence ; only tho person of the cardinal, a 
wreck of a man, whom we saw at table, made a 
trust. The view of the garden is splendid ; a 
canal, three-quarters of a league long, which 
straight up to the middle of the castle, gives a 
idea of the taste aud resources of the former posse 
We rambled up and down there, and enjoyed many 
of this altogether beautifully situated country, sk 
the magnificent plain of Alsace, at the foot o 
V osges. 

After we had enjoyed ourselves at this clorica 
post of a Toyal power, aud had mndo ourselves 
fortablo in its region, we arrived early uext morn 
a public work, which most nobly opens the eul 
into a mighty kingdom. Illumined by the bea 
the rising buu, tho famous Zabern-stairs, a work 
credible labour, rose before us. A road, built S' 
tine-wise over tho most fearful crags, and wide e 
for three wagons abreast, leads up hill so gcntl; 
^ the ascent is scarcely perceptible. The hardue! 
smoothness of the way, the flat-topped elevatic 
both sides for tho fookpassengers, the stone chaui 
lead oft the mountaiu-water, all are executed ns : 
as artistically and durably, so that they afford t 
factory view. Thus one gradually arrives at Pfn 
a modern fortification. It is situated upon a m< 
hill ; the work 3 are elegantly built on blackish 
and of the same kind of stone \ and the joinings 
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before the repelling pulse of his nature began to appear, 
nud placed, me in no small uneasiness. I related to 
him many things of my youthful occupation aud taste, 
and among othei‘ 3 , ot a collection of seals, svhich 1 had 
principally gottcu together through the assistance of 
our family friend, who had an extensivo correspond- 
ence. I had arranged them according to the “ State 
Calendar,” and by this means had become well ac- 
quainted with the whole of the potentates, the greater 
and lessor mightinesses and powers, eveu down to the 
nobility under them. These heraldic insignia had 
often, and in particular at the ceremonies of the coro- 
nation, been of use to my inomory. I spoke of those 
things with some complacency ; but he was of another 
opinion, and not only stripped tho subject of all inter- 
est, but also contrived to make it ridiculous aud nearly 
disgusting. 

From this bis spirit of contradiction I lmd much to 
endure ; for he had resolved, partly because ho wished 
to separate from the prince, partly on account of 
a complaint in his eye, to remain in Stvnsburg. This 
complaint is one of tho most incouvouieut and unpleas- 
ant, and the more troublesome as it can bo cured only 
by a painful, highly irritating, and uncertain operation. 
The tear-bag is closed below, so that the moisture con- 
tained in it cannot flow off to tho nose, aud so much 
the less us the adjacent bone is deficient in the aperture 
by which this secretion should naturally take placo. 
The bottom of the tear-bag must therefore be cut open, 
aud the bone bored through, when a horsehair is drawn 
through the Ifo-rimal point, then down through the 
opened bag, and the new canal thus put into con- 
nevtiun with it; and this hair is moved backwards and 
f'-rwurds every day, iu order to restovo the cowmuui- 



done or attained, if an incision is not first raado ex- 
ternally in that place. 

Herdor was now separated from the prince, had 
moved into lodgings of his own, and resolved to have 
himself operated upon by Lobstein. Here those exer- 
cises by which I had sought to blunt my sensibility 
did me good sevvico : I was able to bo present at the 
operation, and to bo serviceable and helpful in many 
ways to so worthy a man. I found here every reaBon 
to admiro liis great firmness and endurauce : for neither 
during the numorous surgical operations, nor at the 
oft-repeated paiuful dressings, did he show himself in 
any degree irritable ; and of all of us he seemed to 
ho the one who suffered least. But in the intervals, 
indeed, wo had to enduro tho change of his toinper 
in many ways. I say we ; for, besides myself, a pleas- 
ant Russian named Feglow was mostly with him. 
This man had been mi early acquaintance of Herder’s 
in Riga, aud, though no longer a youth, was trying 
to perfect himself in surgery under Lohstein’s guidance. 
Herder coulcl bo charmingly prepossessing and brilliant, 
but ho could just ns easily turn an ill-humoured sido 
foremost. All men, indeed, have lilts attraction aud 
repulsion, according to their natures, some more, some 
less, some in longer, some in shorter, pulsations : few 
can really control their peculiarities in this respect, 
many iu appearance. As for Herder, the preponder- 
ance of liis contradictory, bitter, biting humour was 
certainly derived from his disease and tho sufferings 
arising from it. This case often occurs in life: one 
does not sufficiently take into consideration the moral 
effect of sickly conditions ; and ono therefore judges 
many characters vory unjustly, because it is assumed 
that all men are healthy, and required of them that 
they shall conduct themselves accordingly. 

During the whole time of this cure I visited Herder 


um not aianti nigh enough, either m Kiiuwieuge m 
thought, to form a solid judgment upon it. I therefore 
gave the author my applause, adding only a few re- 
marks which flowed from my way of viewing the 
subject. But oho was received just like the other : 
there was scolding and blaming whether one agreed 
with him conditionally or unconditionally. The fat 
surgeon had less patience than I : he humourously de- 
clined the communication of this prize-essay, nod 
affirmed that ho was not prepared to meditate on such 
abstract topics. ITo urged us in preference to a game 
of ombre, which we commonly played together in the 
evening. 

During so troublesome and painful ft cure, Herder 
lost nothing of liis vivacity ; but it became less and 
less amiable. Ho could not write a note to ask for 
anything that would not be spiced witli some scoff or 
other. Once, for instaucc, he wrote to me thus : 

“ If those letters of Brutus thou hast in thy Cicero’s letters, 
Thou, whom consolers of schools, decked out in magnificent 
bindings, 

Soothe from their well-planned shelves, — yet more by the 
outside than inside, — 

Thou, who from gods art descended, or Goths, or from origin 
filthy , 1 

Gothe, send them to me.” 

It was not polite, iudeed, that he should have per- 
mitted himself this jest on my name; for a man’s 
name is not liko a mantle, wliich merely hangs about 
him, and which, perchance, may be safely twitched 
and pulled, but is a perfectly fitting garment, which 
has grown over and over him like his very skin, nt 
which ono cannot scratch and scrape without wound- 
ing the man himself. 

1 The German word Is “Koih;“ and tho whole object of tlio 
Hno is, to Introduce a play on the words “ G lithe,” ‘'Gtittor,” 
“ Gotlion ” and. “ Koth.“ —Trans. 
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for lamu and wild pheasants, and tho relics o £ many 
similar arrangements, showed how pleasant this littlo 
icHidcmm must formerly have been. 

Yet all these views wore surpassed by the prospect 
which mol tho uyo, when, from the neighbouring Hasoh- 
bmg, mm looked over tho perfectly paradisiacal region. 
This height, wholly heaped together out of different 
kinds of sliel 1 h, attracted my attention for the first 
time to such documents of antiquity : I had never be- 
fore neon them together in so groat a mass. Yet the 
curious uyo mum turned itself exclusively to tho land- 
scape. You stand on the lust landward 1 mouutain- 
puint; toward tho north lies a fruitful plain, interspersed 
with little forests, and bounded by a storu row of 
mountains, that stretches itself westward toward Za- 
bum, where tho episcopal palace and tho Abbey of St. 
John, lying a league beyond it, may be plainly recog- 
nised. Thonco tho oyo follows tho more and more 
vanishing chain of tho Vosges toward the south. If 
you turn to tho northeast, you see Lite casblo of Lich- 
tmihmg upon a rock ; and toward the southeast the 
eye has tho boundless plain of Alsace to scrutinise, 
which, afiu* off, withdraws itself from Clio sight in tho 
more uiul more misty landscape, until at last the Sua- 
binn mountains melt away like shadows into the ho- 
rizon . 

Already, in my limited wanderings through tho 
world, I hud remarked how important it is in travelling 
to ascertain tho course of the waters, and ovou to ask 
with respect to tho smallest brook, whither in reality 
it runs. One thus acquires a general survey of every 
siren in-region in which one happens to bo, a conception 
of tho heights and depths which bear relation to each 
other, ami by tboso leading linos, which assist tho con- 

iTlmt *8, toward Ocnnany. Got many Is the tend by i>ro- 
undiiumu). • — A merlcan jVoIc. 



ll'tllplull'ih UN NVi'll IIS l lit* lllonnMy, I*xt *■ "luvi roll 
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limy timlm happy, anti limn Co llm fulnm, iho fooling 
of ulii. li ant! nunaoo (hoy m»ui inh ami inmhnii. 

Now im wo hi i nr<l noillivo-i'lnunl into llm itionn 
laitm, pio u'il hy (,ut A'k>toin, im <«M tiioiinUim lo\v»-i, in 
a vow hilly I’oiinliy , am! dom ondod into dm i«>*mn «d 
tlm Saar ami tin* Mn->rl|o, tin* ImaYm-H Im •j.mii (n h*w*». 
hm if limy wmiM iftnlif yol niiui< i-oir-ihlo (** ii" llio 
ii nn I i( ion of (ho inmo inj?M<d wr-ioin ouaiUy ‘No* 
vulloy of llm Sinn, whom wo (in i loarhoil ltn> hoiiln iin. 
a muni) pim o, mill nuw oppnmio in it NVmmti w onion, 
wliirli in w i'll Iniill, with u plo.oaito i a >( !o, hi hotthn* il 
mi Mil uitlmi hy tiiouuluiiiH w liii It miylil ho rullnl 
inolanrlioly, if at llmir f« w«L an t*nill**->M t.iin i of 

lin'itilowM ami ili'lda, nilioi) I ho lluhimn, did not o\l« ml 
ioi far mi Simialho, mal U<)oiul 4, fuillmi Ihun lln* r)n 
nill Iruoll. (Jl'i'ilt Inti lililij.pl, holoiijitllj* (t» (ho foinmr 
HlahloH of llm 1'nUo of lauiii)H\ hoioulUmt llioryo; 
(hoy aio ot pio-ii nl tiwil um a dairy, fm whi«h put pom, 
iinli’i il, t )i<<y am voivwolt mhmlod U*o pini-.id lliiniij'h 
Saaipi'ioiiml lo Nituihiihk, ami dim I it 1 1«« nmdi'iioo 
wa i a liiiphl point in u hind ■ >» tnoky ami w»»*dy. 
Tim (own, mooli ami lull), hut woll mini nod h) llm 
la’’l pi un i', niahi' i at oin << a ph*iiMinp iinpt'o '!«>|nii a hm 



surrounded us ; one side of the cavity was almost red- 
hot, covered with reddish stone burnt white; thick 
fumes arose from the crevices, and we felt the heat of 
the ground through our strong bootrsoles. An event 
so accidental — for it is not known how this place 
hecamo ignited — affords a great advantage for the 
manufacture of alum ; since the alum-scales, of which 
the surfaco of the rnountniu consists, lie there perfectly 
roasted, and may bo steeped in a short time and very 
well. The whole chasm has arisen by the calcined 
scales boiug gradually removed and used up. Wo 
clambered up out of this depth, and were on the top 
of the mountain. A pleasant beech-grove encircled the 
spot, which followed up to the chasm, and extended 
itself on both sides of it, Mauy trees were already 
dried up *. some wore withering near others, which, ns 
yet quite fresh, felt no forebodings of that fierce heat 
which was approaching and threatening their roots also. 

Upon this space different openings were steaming, 
others had already done smoking; and this fire bad 
thus smouldered for ten years already through old 
broken-up pits and horizontal shafts, with which the 
mountain is undermined. It may, too, have penetrated 
to the clefts through new coal-beds : for, some huudred 
paces farther into the wood, they had contemplated 
following up manifest indications of an abundauce of 
coal ; but they had not excavated far before a strong 
smoke burst out against the labourers, and dispersed 
them. The opening was filled up again, yet we found 
the place still smoking as we went on our way past it 
to the residence of our hermit-like chemist. This is 
situated amid mountains and woods; the valleys there 
take very various and pleasing windings ; the soil round 
about is black and of the coal kind, and strata of jt 
frequently como in sight. A coal philosopher — philo - 
sopkus ver -ignem, as they said formerly — could 
scarcely have settled himself more suitably. 


ft dwelling, tint I found I loir Slmif, wlm iniiimdiuloly 
runnel ii»fd my frioud, nut ! inrivnl him with luiiinuM 
titiuH uhnul llm now Kovoinnimit. Indnod, wo nmM 
hoo, from what !m wiid, (hat (lm uhini-workH, mi \\ i’ll mt 
nmny ulhor wnllnmutil oslahliNhnionlu, mi ummnl of 
uxlmud and Inlonml rimiiuMlanfi'M hImii, did 

not jmy thnir ux|iom*nH, wilh nimh olnn of llm mat. I In 
hohnitfud to llm rhrmiMs of tlmt limn, who, wilh ulinnly 
fooling for ail tlmt nmilil Im (loan wilh llm [unduel-i of 
niilnro, took »li'li}*lit- in uhslnmn iuvodinulinmi of (rillo-i 
ami Hfiomhii y mallma, ami, with llmir inniUifinul 
Utmwli’il^n, Worn Hot ilnvlototis enough io tin lUul from 
whifh )>io]M*rly nrommiinii uml nmifunt ilf |»roli( i>i in 
Im th'iivml. Thim thn u?m In whifh ho hn|md in linn 
llmt Hfiim lay wry far iu llm di-Uimo: (him hit hu<t 
nothing to almw hut a rukn of aa) ummoniur, wilh 
whifh thn Hunting Mountain Inal Mi|>|i|jnd him. 

Un inly uml utml In nomuuiuifuln hi** rumj4uml’t to 
aoiun loiiimn our, llm Iran, donopil hit in i nun , wilh a 
alum mi mm foot ami a r«1i|i|icr on llm othnr, ami wilh 
ulofUiiuv 1 huu^iup, down uml injinulodly pulled up m 
vain, tliiiO|*fil hinomlf ii)i llm mountain l" wlmm the 
rnuin liomin alamhi, which Im }iiim‘olf Inal lUnclotl, ami 
now, wilh mvul p*i inf, imm* fulling Itt miim limn w*u 
foUJlil a cohlict lctl low of fuimnvH, whnjn coal wim t<> 
I hi rlnuiiHoil of aiil|ihur, ami imuln III for mm m non 
wnrk«; hut at llm summ tium limy wmlmd ul«o to (mn 
thn nil anil ro*»in in m-rounl, nay, t !»•» v would not 
awn )«»**» thn mint: ami lima ail fuihil lo^dhor, on 
urn unit of llm many uml** in viosv. hminy, llm hfo* 
limn of ihn foinmr prinoo, Ihn htdiumci had l»nnu 
••aiiii'd on in llm npiril of an amatmn, and in hnjm ; 
m*w limy »nk»'»l for llm imnmdialn mm, whifh wan not 
In hn allown. 

A ft or wo had left out udfj't In hi’ 1 aoliludn, wo luu*- 
turn'd (*»»• j{ w.c> m»w lute to ihn )»lu*''hnn*m in 


iM-ieancusuia!, where we became acquainted, on our 
way, with one of the most important and most wonder- 
ful operations of human ingenuity. 

Nevertheless, some pleasant adventures, and a sur- 
prising firework at nightfall, not far from Neukirch, 
interested us youug fellows almost moro than these 
important experiences. For as a few nights before, on 
the banks of the Saar, shining clouds of glowworms 
hovered around us, betwixt rock and thicket; so now 
the spark-spitting forges played their sprightly firework 
toward us. We passed, in the depth of night, the 
smelting-houses situated in the bottom of the valley, 
and were delighted with the strange half-gloom of 
these dens of planlc, which are but dimly lighted by a 
little opening in the glowing furnace. The noise of 
the water, and of the bellows driven by it; the fear- 
ful whizaug and shrieking of the blast of air, which, 
raging into the smelted ore, stuns the hearing and con- 
fuses the souses, — drove us away, at last, to turn into 
Neukirch, which is built up against the mountain. 

But, notwithstanding all the variety and fatigue of 
the day, I could find no rest here. I left my friend to 
a happy sleep, and sought the hunting-seat, wliich lay 
still farther up. It looks out far over mountain and 
wood, the outlines of which were only to be recognised 
against tho clear night sky, but tho sides and depths 
of which were impenetrable to my sight. This well- 
piesorved building stood us empty as it was louely ; no 
castellan, no huntsman, was to he found. I sat before 
tho great glass doors upon the steps which run around 
the whole terrace, Here, surrounded by mountains, 
over a forest-grown, dark soil, which seemed yet darker 
in contrast with tho clear horizon of a summer night, 
with tho glowing, starry vault above mo, I sat for a. 
long time by myself on the deserted spot, and thought 
I never bad felt such a solitude. How sweetly, then, 
was I surprised by the distant sound of a couple of 



I* mini iwrim, wjimu in- iiiin 1 , iiko urn iiimnimo hi 
bulumi, oulivnimd Urn pouooful ulmnaplmro. Tin’ll dmio 
iiwakniiod willi i ti un' l In* iitmp* of 11 lovoly boiii},'. whiuli 
lmil let iml inln llm bimlvKiound brforo 1 1 1 <* im«l h*v 
objurl.s uf l lti’Nu Uuv.'lliiif' iluyH, Iml whitli m»w tin- 
Vi ‘i Im l ilHi’lr ilium tint l mum, mill drovt* mu from 1 In* 
Hjml bark In my t|iim(ura, whom 1 mudo piopmutimii 
to huI oJV tin ful ly u:i jms'iilili*. 

Tim itIi mi was uni imuil Him l In* jounmy mil. Thai 
wn Inm il’il (limu^li /.wuy bruokoii (I Jimix-I’uiiIh), w hiuh, 
iih ti t M'tiii | i Tii 1 uml imliililu romdonro, mij.;!il woll Imvn 
di’Mcivnl mu ul ( out i i >ii- Wn ouM. it |;lmirn ill (In' i;ioul, 
nimjili' mimIIh, on llm exlomiivo f.'>| tin luntivi. lof'idudy 
|ilnnli‘il willi Innli’mliHi’M, uml vory woll mlii|>(t'il fm 
llm l la i n ii if; of im i* lim/imi ; uml mi llm liiijir .■■luhlo.’i, 
uml dm riti/oiiH hoimra wliirli dm priimo bud built to 
liu hillli’il for. All dim, mi woll im llm loniumo uml 
timuimiH of din iulmhilmila, i*.m| mo iully of llm mulioim 
ami timida, hud irfrinmn (o a t liol u lit- rmumrlimi. uml 
inmlo plainly vmihlo llm wludmi willi I’uim, from 
whirh, for a loia; lium, nolhiii^ limi'ulmnuim Imd Ihou 
ul do to will itl raw ilHtdf. Wo viMloil uluo llio dtmul 
wiim-follma, nilimloil liofoio llm city, wlimli mo o\t«*ii- 
taw, ami fit rninl iiul willi lm>(o, woll mudo In no. Wo 
wont mi farlhor, ami at liml- found dm ominliy Iiko liml 
in dm noi^lilioiirlioiitl of ttumbi i’mli. Ilolwvuh wild and 
Havasu mounlaisiH mu u fow silla^on: oim lion* iid 

nf dio Imliit- of looliiuit aliout fm* t orn. Wo inountod 
up, by llm nido of dio Hmuhuoli, lo Milw li, wliioli lion 
on tlm impiaimtt npnl whom llm wiilom divido, and 
fall, a pmt inlo dm Saar, a pmt into llm llhiim. Tim 
lullor worn in h >u lo ilraw im ufior dmm. Vol wo ronld 
not rofiiMt mu ultoiidmi to dm Jitllo oily »<f llilmli, 
whh li wry pirluroupioly wimla mound llio iiimiuluiu ; 
Jim 1* » llm fml i I'.'ot, whioli lift uhovo, Thm in puilly 
built t»n itti'ka, and pmlly bown tail of llmm. Tim 
Mililonaiiomm rhumbmi mo pmliitilarly wmiby *«f 


large vaults tor me arming or troops, a mm, a c 
and whatever else could be required underground 
vided the surface were in a state of disturbance. 

Wo now followed the rapidly descending 1 
through the B'arenthal. The thick forests on bo 
heights remain unused by the Imnd of man. Here t 
of trees he on each other rotting by thousand 
youug scious sprout up without number from 
half-rnouhlered progenitors. Here, in conversatioi 
some companions travelling on foot, the name 
Dioterich again struck our ears, which we had 
heard honourably mentioned already in these 1 
regions. The activity aud cleverness of this mi 
wealth, aud the use and applications of it, all s 
in proportion. Ho could with justice take delij 
the acquisitions which ho increased, and enjc 
profits he secured. The more T saw of the wor 
more pleasure I took, not only in the univc 
famous names, but in those also, especially, 
wero mentioned in particular regions with rev 
and love; and thus T easily learned here, by 
questions, that Von Dieterich, earlier than othei 
known how to make successful use of the mo 
treasures, iron, coal, aud wood, and had worked h 
to an ever-growing opulence. 

Niederbruun, where we now arrived, was i 
proof of this. He had purchased this little placi 
the Count of 7/eiuingen and other part-owners, tc 
important iron-works in the place. 

Hero hi these baths, ahead)'' founded by the E< 
floated around roe with the spirit of antiquity, 
able relies of which, iu fragments of bas-relie: 
inscriptions, capitals and shafts, shone out str 
toward me, from farmhouses, amidst household 1 
and furniture. 


ah wu won' urn mijur om nio-oimum iiimi, 

T paid my roHparls to u woll-proMorvod iiiM-iiplion, 
whioh u thankful vow to Mommy, uml in 

ailinilod h|>ou llu* pmal jiiiihh of lurk whioh forum l hi* 
Ihihii of (lie. hili nil oiio nido. Tin* ford ohm lion on 

tho lust mountain, looking from llilsoh l.mvunl (lor- 
muiiy. It in l lit* min of u (ionium rn*»llo built upon 
ftonmn lonmitiH. I a ‘i < un tin* towor (ho wliolo of Ahutro 
\vuh nuoo moro am voyod, uml (In' roiu.pioioUH miimloi- 
apiro poiutoil oul 1 1 io munition of ShumIiiiiu. Kiml of 
all, Imwovor, Urn pmnl forral. of llu*'onuu ovtoiidod 
ilMolf : ami tho towoiM of (hut town pooled plainly from 
holiiml. I was iilliuolod (liil)o'i. Wo lodo ihioiiph 
Hoielinhof, whom Von hiotorioh Imilt an impomnp 
••undo: and uflor wo had rotilomplalod from tho liilla 
nour Niodoniimlor (ho plouain^ omiiHouf iho lililo rivor 
Moilor, l»y (ho fom»L of llin'oiiau, I loft my fiiond on a 
ndieidoiiH riml-iniuo viaitui ion, wliioli, a( I inlwoil. ioij*ht 
huvo boon a Honiowlml moro nmoim hiu>im“-M; and l 
thou umIo through Ilaj'onaii, on (ho diroot mail alioady 
indioutod hy my ullootiou to my holovod So.enhoim. 

I'or alt Uioho viowa of a wild niouulaiit mpimi. and 
thou, uppiiti , of a I'hoorful, fruitful, joyous land, emilil 
not livot my minda oyo, whioh waadilortod to an ami 
uhlo, uUrm livo ohjorl. Tlda linn', uImo, tho way thilhor 
Hoomod (o mo moro rhnrmi>n< than ill oppi»»ito. a*« it. 
hnaiKhi. mo n^uiii into (ho uoi^hhoiirliood of a lady to 
whom ( wan lioarlily dovotod, and who donorvod an 
muoli roNpoet iim lovo. ilul, hoforo I load my fiionda 
to hoi* rural uhndo, lot mo Ihi jmiiniUod io montion it 
oiiomioitunro whioh oontrihntod vory nnn h to onlivon 
and hoi^hton my alloolioit, and tho luitiafat-tioii it 
nU'ordod mo. 

How far I UMinl. Ini vo Ink'll hhindhand in modern 
litoiatnro, may ho ^a(hoio<| fmin iho modo of hfo whioh 
l !o<l nl Id ank foil, mid fmiu (ho aludio i t«» whioh I had 
dovotod ' niyaolf ; ma* < <uiid my lonidrino in Sdunhui^ 



lmvi* fmllm»**i m>* m do i j * • II-' 

anil li|iiii"ti( l>* i>!* - > 1 * * ’•* * '■ •* > * 

imK uml lli** i j-mMi- t*i-n '<■ i ' f 

III* llINti’MlK • il (*• tf > " IK* \ t t. • 1 \S > *■ 

<*x*vll«ii( U'»jk, with l)t>- >*t t» •* I ’ : • 5 \ 

)li* j-.ijil |n* would iim!,*- »t • ju • * i Kv t ‘ ‘ 

iilmtil t « * tfi liim—'ll 

] I i:t iui tlu-l *>1 i* olim.; v..' j -I •* • ‘ 

him Im.iitl Imn |*i» I* It w ill I- *»M’ i*» t-t» •« * * • i -■ 

lln ili'Uvi i«-«l * v« i \ t Inn *, do • »••?* i* • f • t 

Hciioim ami »-i \ I*-. j-il» *U *•:>• * i ii l 

(li.uimli'ally im»l ».|i' • of/ i**:» -I 

that vuimty whmh i. m-r *<nh | ■■■’• l * •* , »• 

<(»in‘ii, in u« *•{*»• .il m . 1 h* * } ■ ■' 1 

will'll ililti-lrlit J» I • 'll ■ |- d*. I*> v.i.. U *..) .• < .■!, . ■■ 

naya i*t min i. m.-l i ; .1 

^iiii-lkril ftuiu lit*’ imu tl-'i Will,-,! i -> i 
mam, lli’liirl 1**1 i*\»*l ytluna <;*• *.*» ru ll ,*, * 

jlial mi \i m*llmiv: \\a* j-i* > til I I- ;- !• ii.s, * .‘■il .. 

Utrii’ly liil'ui* .it ; »> if l !»** I* •l***.,: » i i! j 

nvilUnli t(i*( |n*t m l l • f-'i* l :i. 4 • !•, 

f'lidml f'fiidy l*y. Y«t fhi* mo, l*i »•/ .i* i. . , 
hin jiioiiOi hml nil iuNiiih* > h om , f-i • • K* f- •* .’1 * 

ili'i'jily, nmt khi’W ln»w l** * tiiii d* il ■ ’ % \ i \ •> ■ J « 5 1 

a Wink, mu llm wlml*’ iimnl *1 ji.An -.jj.. | 

\mioly iiml dm umio * 1* uU, »*■» n > v. • »•- * .1 •.%»! I 

liy ilnluiln i*lmt|*lv || Mill. If) M.l. i s .{ ’ \ tl: {?.* 

firliiiK whii'li tlm \vli«»l*’w.i< in- inl j ■ t - 

A hn(i<*.(nul rtaiitlry » !• ^ { -*5 >J U..» 

iimnl l/nmliful Miltj.-a j ,i n,. *1. n, nhl l* %j - . ,$ * 

liki. M*')i)u/fil»*k, iii {*!*»• f mi*l Sin;* in 

'I'o dm iiiti .l iinniiciil i.|hmln*u v. lu ll • ml- iu -,i i . ;I 
tiUllll, 1,0 Unit of a liM'il'timllirnn, li** ; . f.-i ij,. j,. * j jJ 
iinilml liy fiiiiiilntily of .i-> *,\\ .* * l. v . A 

ity in family ii*lul!«*milii|>-*; h»* j. a f iiK* t. i t. * ; { 

ft family, ait u^»i u liliiii iot. ami lino j-d* 'U * - ■ » 

of (lot <*i Ittilllll lit! «• (f,. i Li. 5 . ■ I * , 


foundation, itsIh his highor culling; to him is it givon 
to guido moil through lifo, to luho nun of l h « 1 i »* spit- 
itimi oduoatiou, to hloss thorn ul ail tho loading opitoloi 
of 1 1 loir oxiHloiii’o, to instruct, to Hlrrliglholi. to console 
Ihmn, ami, if oonsolulion in not. Millioionl for tho present, 
lo rail u ] i and guuruuteo llio hope of a happier fntuio, 
Imagine siirh a man, with puto hniiiun sentiment*, 
at l ong enough not. to doviato from thorn undor any cir 
rumslaiioos, mid liy this already elevated above tla» 
multitude, of whom (itn'Ciimmi <*x («»<•(. puuty and fit nr 

nous ; give him tho learning non ary for his oiling 

as \voll as a rhooiTu) otpiuhlo activity, which is even 
passionate as it. neglects no moment, (o do gm-d, mid 
you will havo Into woll omhiwnl. Mat at tho miiio 
( into add the iiooossmy limitation, no (hat ho mint ml 
only pmiKo in a small oii.-lo, hut may also j«u< home 
pass over to u smaller; gnml him good natmo, pi .»* a 
hility, vomihilion, and everything else piaismvoiihy that, 
springs from a derided ohavai tor, and ovor all (hi t u 
cheerful spirit uf roniplmaro, and a eluding (oleiulinn 
of his own failings mol (host of olhris, (last \nu mil 
havi* pat. together pi city woll tho imago of oar e\iel 
loaf WaholioM. 

Tho dolinoatioa of this ohaia< («*r nil his com .o of lifo, 
through joya ami eoiinw*, tho ovoi no teasing inloi« >=i 
of tho story, hy tho romtiinatiou of | hi* enhiely natural 
with tho Mintage and tho Mingulur, make this novel ••no 
of l)m host, which hrtM ovor boon wnlten ; trades this, 
if haw tlm great advantage that it isipnte moial, nay, in 
a paid amnio, (‘hristiuu represents tho reward of a 
good will and jtoiHoVotmioo in tlm light, "liojigthoiis an 
unoonditioiml ronlhlomo in (Jod, mnl ntloii f]jo him) 
triumph of good ovor ovil, mnl all this without a tia»o 
of oanf or peduutiy. Tin* author was p»< .m. d ftom 
Imth hy an elevation of mind that show . it - If thimiglt. 
out. in tho ham of iiotiy, l.y wlmh llo. little w,.ih 
lUUht iippo.tr to a i as wi >Mis it is umi.ihlo Tin* mil Ins 
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itulml, llllll 1 WIW nVo| J miWi'Ii’iI *i V lltr Mthjoit noitl'l , 
unit thin hr \v*iu M iml allow. Tlmn lVf»hiw*!i * • 

(ioJIM, wtlii'll WOll* lU't «'f lilt 1 njnsl l«’lil|i‘l|, Wi n* ni 1 1 1 

\vo i‘M i ivroivi'il ; lillL In* wu*» o.spoiiuHy uiiHry ill mu 
wiinl of kn'iuii'NH in not wohu; In'T**! i'i in i n l tin* « 
of wliirli (ho author oflon mukos mm, unit in milloiiuH 
om.iolvi'H to ho umvoil Mini niiiinl iiw.iy hy Ihom with 
out run imk iuj.' llm nfi irlmnin^* million. IlnwoitM iml 
| in lit m i iim for iml nn'iiif' ul oiiio, m ul lu»*i{ Mfijin lin^ 
ul tho very Im^jiiuiiijf, whom lUimlo'll is on dm point 
of ilim’uwriiiK hinrx'lf l*v p;u'?<inn ovot in hm imiiulion 
from dm t ti i i < 1 (o dm lirst j «*i «««n . (toil ho tiimn’lf m tho 
tout of wlmni ho is npntkiuf', mot whm, lin.itly. wo 
rojoimt liko rliihhoii ul t!io «li*vi»vory mol tin* limm 
fui million of do* j too i, iionly \vni»lnii*r inlou mli, p*»\v 

orflll hull, to* ililliiriliuloly |ot.i|!»sl do* pn ipo, uhnli, 

inri.nliiiM to do* audio) V pluti, wo tool ovrilookisl. mot 
roml us U puwoifiil tooluii* mi mil *•{ Upnllt y It will 
lm tin'll finm this, (Iml ho i i'J'ii i * to* l do* wink im-mly ■»*> 
U ploilllrti* HI of lilt, umt tripl lint do’ I'illlio of n*i. who 

won* yol wmoloniu; in Uml floto wto io it n v<t y allow 
uhlo to h*i works of ml ullool us lilo* ]>i«h1u« lions of 
niituro. 

I wiih uni ul till |m*i ptoxoil 1 1 y lloi«h i‘i mvi*. ti\»”i , 
for yon iif' pooplo huvn llio Iiiij*|*uo’’s m nt*li>t } • i*ii i>'*>**« 
Hint, whoii oiiio mi\thmp linn |»o><tio nt im i-tlis l on 
thoni, this ottofl uni'll U» winn^M mil. within do*in 
hoIvom, f rr i iii whtoli muoti mi wot) m inurlt 

mimhirf, tuison, Tho uIhiVo work I iml h*fi in mo a 
|.'roiil imjilrnsion, for whi*'li l isuihl not in « mini, Iml, 
prnjM'vty hpoiikinp, t foil in Imtnmny with llml imuonl 
lulin of lllillil Nvllt' l) o|i*Vnlos it*>«*lf ultovo iWfiy nhjr. t, 
nhuvo foUnno mol mo'foitum’, pooil mol mil, «!• ith mol 
lifo, uni! 1 1 m*i uttmmi I * * tlo* jn* ■ • *n*n »>f u liuly |**<it 

I'.il wm M. I i« hi lit not. tin l* * il, 1 ms mult * nil •.» inn s of 
thin Mud) Inlor: it w,oi i*iuuo*li doit it p.»\«* im< inmli 
In <io ul ll|i* itminofil , hut f i « • 1 1 1* l l*\ no no hi > lniw» 
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It mi I'.ltiluii thh* i*t 1 

\ll<UM Umir i'\l**tt"t vi-kml \ • . ;•! 
limn, nil II I 111 ulli.w th‘ tt •*..}! r.' 
In tijH’itii.* with ill.* }*i. i'.. » j ,<!/*. 
llm itt* ii} , > iiilu i.f |>i in* > .. ,ij. i th 
lluinfl u||l, Hill .iltt.n . Ik hh, |! 
ili’WU** <1 iliviiuli* *. v< In* * *.n i. . 
all llm ^*i ii hi i*ili« *• i j*lti>v< it n< th . 1 
ill" in Mil’ll a )«t ii|.*u ih ii ii,. , . 
“E llm tUi'.ty'tw.thh* t>r ns.*t l „» ii 
well jili’ii'i.’il in ) i n . in. .i^i||(. i *,t. it K } 
anil Ut'iny llm l-nniih with In • 
iiiKimiLy, hit[mtiM-..mf..MinM*’ i - s 



well ; 1 ml llml it ynmi^ imiu, \s it ln.m impiihuin* «<i 
imiiii'.wliuuM luko il into hi;t linul In ilrrivo miiiiu pliM o 
mn from n 1 1 inn^»niti>, mij'ht In* rnm*tumtl hy mmiy «ih 
iiii unjumlotiuMo pirn' of niioyamr. Vrl Mini* t!m 
tjurMion hrn* in iml of Mhh vmwu uml m limn, no far 
iih limy mv jiiaimiwoii )»y « >r hlmnuhlr, tail mi far <m 
tliry nm Imrnifrnl (ImmH’lvcM Mini in llliilly on ill. wo 
will on 1 1 1 in mrir.itm, for (|u< miLo of otir own uimi-.i* 
inciil, jninlon tin* yoiuij'/>lrr hi*< M*lf « um ml , uiul l In* 
muro ho, mm i mm*l Jmii* Clm(, (imn puith tip 

Will I If, U lovo for tli-.^lUMim; mytx’lf Ih’imi uuilril in 
iih* iivmi hy my firm fill li**r. 

Tlii» tinm, loo, p.n ( ly liy foim* nr.l otliintln"' of my 
own, pm I ly liy fomr ImiJoWOll J'.inuriili Iimi t»v fill* 
iimnmT of romliiin; my imir, i hml, if m>l ill >lp*u i • »l 
II iy Mi* If, yrl III lru*'l myni'lf mil Ml iwlilly. lltul lit y 

riitMiil rmilil itul lirjji hniylmtf; on (In* way, • >p > mlly 
IIH 1 klii’W l low III iimlulr |M*iffi l lv (III* tu'al llifc.; Mini £*«•»> 
lllii'ri of Mirli liy, urn wlirii limy Ml oil Jim >t'l.,u k ( uml 
\vliit*li tor rullnl r * ) «u( in ijilm" Th,i lino llo* 

IIIOHl H|i|r||i Jill wr.lfhi-r, Mini (III* mhtllhmil ll"‘x( of (lot 
Kilim*, pllt U'i ill tin* l ml llliiuoiu. At I > 11 ) >r|iln*!lii w.i 
m| i •] ij ii ’il ii moiiiftil, In* lo urnki* timiM*lf njuii* •*, uml I In 
li'lli'lllM* my pill. Hill of whirll 1 w«i** iifl.ml i 
iimv uml limn full. Tin* < oimtiy In n* Inn tin* rh ua* 
trii«lirn of III! llm opn, lr\rl Ahum* \\V h«li* on a 
J*ll*llHJHtl fool J mill nvrr llm IIK'ililiiWf, in Mill I I<nllri| 

Si-Hi»nlirini, Irfl our limftvi nt tin* lavmu, uml wulh***l 
l«*inii i »*ly lo waul tin* |»mMtim}M\ I Jo iiul In* pul mil,’* 
until Wuyluml, fliowiny nn* llm hum*** fiuui u tirilam **, 
’* Imm'uuhu il Jookrt liki* nn o]il mi'i‘ idl<l»* faimlnaiM* : it. 
in nii iiuirli ymmyor imrnh*." UV nl<*j<p*t| inlo lln* 
yunl : llm wlmli* jOi’imnl nm w»*M; for it hml i>\u*tly 
l hill whirll i't i uIIi'iI pit (iiit t|in*, uml wlm h hml «>* 
mutually inl**i • Ifl no* in |Jnl*h ml. Tin* rlli.t. 
whirli tilin' ju oiliirr t i*n all human vnah u.rt •tioiiylv 
Jh*1 i*r|i| ihli*. I Jon . a, ImIii, ami flahji* wm*’ m<t at 
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mum I'nniif'M nui ni my runu'iupmuoim, my hmhiimi- 
nmnt at limlin^ my mtl f hu mltmlly hi dm \VtiK**li«’M 
family wuh hryoiul all oxpicHsiou. Tim fullwr, indeed, 
could not l m rompuml In Unit oxci'llrut man ; lull 
wlmm will you liml hi t liknf On llm ollmi- hand, all 
dm dignity which in jmeuliur in llmt litmlmin I Imrn 
ai>|iriU('il in ihn will*. Dm* could uni him* her without 
at llm nuiim (inm revcroni inn ami n*a i i iij.; her. In la*r 
Worn remarked (lie fniit’i of u pood olm alum: Iut 
denmunnur wa*» i|iti«*t , easy, ehrmful, uml inviliu^. 

If Urn elder duuf’ltler had liuf llio ceh'lunlrd be. inly 
of Olivia, y«*l flu' wi»h well made, lively, uml »ullmr 
impi'l utuiM : him nwiywlmln allowed herwdf mtive, and 
lout a Imlpiiif' hand to her iimllier in all filing -> ’I’m 
put I'li'doiint iu Urn plum of I'i iinio.e'u Sophia was 
not ilillirnll ; for lillh* i*« nuid of Urn biller, it m only 
lakrii for ^milled dial hIio ia amiable: ami llim {.'lit 
was ainiit) il m indeed. Now, as Ha* nuinn occupation anil 
(Im mum hiltmlinii, wlmtever limy may incur, ph«lmn 
nimilur, if hot tlm naiim, elhvts; mi Imie loo many 
things worn talked ahold, many thin^n happened, whn h 
Inul ulrnuly (ulmn |»lnrn in llm Wnkelmld family. Uni 
wimu al lir-t a youn^'i mm, bmp anuouui ml ami impu- 
lienlly a \ | h • i ■ t * • 1 1 by llm father, i imbed into llm loom, 
and boldly Milt himself down by n», lukinp bill hide 
imlii'o of (Im gnn'da, I i niilil acuirety help nM-httuitnp, 
" Momch, mo you hero, (mil *' 

Tim riiiivt'irmlion rallied on al table extended my 
inhiglit into lliia roiinl ly ami family rude; niine tlm 
disciamm wiia ulamt viiiioiih dm!! incident »* which had 
!m)i|MMicd now hero, now I Imm. I ,, h'detvti, who mil. I*y 
Inn, llii'ia'n look oceanimi |o demriU* t<* him diifeiritl 
)onilitii*.*i which it \vnn north while to A« mm 

liltln Htuiv al way a liilla foith inmllmr, I was no much 
Dm belter uhh* lo join in dm ■ onveiMdimi, ami to udat«* 
ailnilar incidents: and im, he-mlei lliia, a pood round v 
wila* was liy no limans np.uvd, I nloi.«| ui ilnnp.-r of 
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UhoukIi that pluaa, and ulill hirlhar an. 

Now, thinking luyaalf in Mifalv. 1 rada man* mIuwIv, 
ami nnw Ural fall. Imw jidiitilaly uj*uim*l my will 1 wiim 
tfainjf away. Hal l rimijjiird myaalf la my nmdo 
praunnl la my laimi llm prniiiaiiuda t »f yrManluy avail- 
i MK with t hn ph'sdanl atilmiian , «, taal t*ln*i 1 Ilia 
HiT.irl ] m»| mi of nai*inj' liar iinmi up, n ill. Hal l Ilia 

fanlmtf ((nun rliiiiijjnl i rt (a imp.diam a , ami i iimw 
ili'l, maim'd in rida tupidly i til • » t hn «*il v, almnpo my 
dii'-H, tuka a f ji i« H l , fiadi }iai.*«*, Hiim* limn, h*i my • 
aian timdi’ am haliava, 1 nuild al all nvuiiin hltnii )««• 
iaia dimiar, nr, a a wum man* prnhuh)'*, fur t . ar 

la Will'd I'Vi’iiini', and Ih*j( my fmpivamv. t. 

I win aliniu. in jail npum la my ia*i •» la i>\irnln 
iida plan, wlmii mint liar, ami, im ai'i'iimd (a na*, vo y 
happy I haiij'hl, }ni>'H*d Ihumph my muni. In tla* 

lavi-rn al I hmuiihaim, (1m day hafnia, 1 laid naiiaait 
a nail af ilia In i n 1 1 < n i i Vary niraly dla»»*d, \\lin, am I v 
dim warning, I hmujj hm'iad ahatil hr< ninil min 
iiM'iit a, had Milutad ihm flam hia raiutyaid. Ha wan 
af mv 1 1 p(ii i i* f and had fur (ha inuiimhl )>*intml>*l ha* af 
myaalf. Na naan«<r ihnllphi (hull dma* ! M y ||M|M< 
wa*t hardly tuna'll lanml, wlian I fmiml mw<a|f m 
1 h iHanhaiiii : I hiniiphl him iula lla* ntuhh*, and in a 
fn\V WmiiIh I him in (ha fal)u\v my prapn>nd, Imliady, dull 
ha h) i< ill 1 1 1 laud ma hia alalha-i, im I had ?*'am'dui»r; 
Jimrry an faal al He ianhaiiu, 1 laid na m-*d in (alk 
lali},': ha a^raixl ia ilia priipitdi iu|| \V|dl Jay, ami p|«»i-ad 
ma Tar wiahiiijj la maka nama apart, far lla* Mttmstlh ; 
lllay Wall*, Im Niid, Hindi aupitnl [laujili*, **>»] mlly 
MiutiM'lla Itaikalmii ; 1 and lla* p.naiitx, |a»», |ih>*d ia 
nan I'Vi'iydiinjj j;a an marrily and p|a,iu„ndy. Ha 
!naki‘d al ma ulianl ivi*ly ; and an fn»m my apj'i'iUiiia •* 
la* mij'hl hava (akaii m<* far a j Mui laliiij*. la* muI, 

* Ah1*r«v liiiimi fi.r In <l* tl« ». 
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lankly ilrrlini'il, unit si ipn lulrtl (lull I aliouM deliver 
11)1 In him bin own. 

! had nut Hki|i)M*il fur with my juewnl, \vhirh I 
fumed in a neat lied nj» imj'km, when, in the di»l«me, 
l Hiiw my friend « <imin^ lowuid me w it It tin* two 
hid if h. My Item l wm uiieuay, whieh wun rertuiuly 

uiiMiiitiil ilt* uuileiuruth this juekrl I flood Mill, took 
hreulh, mul tried l<» eomider limv I uhouhl 1 »t*yti n : amt 
now only ) uolired that Urn uuluie of lim r't ,, uml whm 
very mtifh in my favour; for they weir walhmj,; mi 
(Jin other Mill** «»f (Im hrook, whieh, together with tin 1 
t.trijw of iikwIiiw thtou^h whieh it mu. kept (ho two 
foot palln j'lottv far upnil. Wlum they wne jtmi 
ojipoMitr (o mu', I' l'i'tle! i«’a, who Imtl iiliotuly jxa* <’ivo«l 
nit' hair* before, 1‘iii'il, " t !roi|*i' t what alt* \nii hiinpHi).: 
limit* /“ I wtia elever enough to m\n my fa* e with 
my hut, whit’h I tool* oil', while I hrltl ti)< I In* loaded 
im pl> in hij.*h in the air. "A rhinlenih}' mho !*' tiled 
elm at that.; "how in your enter f‘ " Wall," 1 *uid 
I ; for I ttioil to t it Ik in a ft lanjm tliuh-' l, if not omuiIv 
in (In' Aleutian. "t’auy it to the homo," >,aid the 
elder, "uml, if you tlti not li ml mv mothi’i, pive it to 
tin* limit l ; hut wail for m, wo eliuil *«« .« *n In* Inn 1 , 
tlo you heart" 1 hintmed nhuip mv path io tin* p«\ 
miH fiolinj,; of the hm.l hope, that, in tin* t« a i;iitiiinj‘ w m 
ho larky, all wouhl pn oil' well ; ami I hu>l noon inn lad 
Ilia |iuiHona^e. I foiiml nohotly, either in tie* homo m 
in dm kitelmu; I did not wmh to dmlmh tin* old 
^enllenmn, whniu I mi^ht *up}*nMo lany m the find) , 

I therefore nut ilovvn on the 1 k»u»*Ii Indore the »h»or, willi 
the t ake inutile »im* p amt pien^ed my hat ii|m*ii my fare. 

I ninnot eimily feral! a mure ph-manl i< m 

To "it ti^aiti oil thm thm'hold, m-jott whh li, n #»hoft 
time before, [ liml liUludil oil out 111 tie >p.ut , Jo hu\o 
wen her alreatly apuin , to have ahead) lieaiil upain 
her 1 1 ear voire, mi Mioit after mv ehuprui had pointed 
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"Whirl) Hjmjl. I will iml mjhiiI, nun I hum: "K'> " ul 
hrhiml l liu I'tiplri) inl.t l hr iiirmlnw until it /«l I ik»vt 
tWrlvr, thru i'iiiui' 1' U‘h , ti i ill 1 nluill nil 1 'iul y hnvr nnr 
trivi'il lltn jiiUu." I tli«l n<»; lull wlim I Win hruunt 
(hr hnljjrs u|* l In • villu;'i‘ f'Milmi* nlnl \\ uh j.;i*ii4' nlnn*' 
Um innnhiwn, (nwnM inn iw vminUy l*vnj»lr rumr 
hy Urn funl-jiiith, mnl |«n( lur ill mmiiim rnil'Hii.isfUiii’lil. 

1 ihrivlt'ir luuinl umiIm i III I • II hull’ whnh 

rimvmsl mi rlrviiUmi t|iiU.«* urm, in nulm l * » mitral 
iiiy.'ii'H (In’ir (ill Him u | *ml i'* l I inn’. V • I wlmt u 
n(r«lli;;r fin’lillt' rilllir uVrl* llli' will’ll ( ruli’lril it. hn 
llirrr ii^>(hm|i‘i| hrfnii* |iii* u mill (iliin*. With In’ll* In - >, 
firm rvmy inn* iif whi'h Wii-i ii jiiitn \ i>' w «'f tin 1 

lilt v. Ili’ir wns tin* villu;;i* mnl I hr Mm^lr. Imr 
niii’s'iiliriiii, unit lirliiinl it. tin' wninU r>hiint<> of th** 
Kliiin* : in Hm iiji|insi(i* ilnn-timi whs tin* \ »•>»(.* mu 
iiinitiilititi ranj*", mnl ill lust lli»' miimlir nf Hliimhnrj.*. 
'l'!u”in ilillrimt. hriivni hi ij.;ht pn luii”* wi-im >'»'l in 
litmhy fi nun's, hm (1ml mi*' rmiM nv ii"(hiiit; m*n«’ j'*v 
nllit Ulltl pli’lisill^;. I nut ilnWIl U|HHI HUM • *f Mir l"’lnhr i, 
Jill) I liniii-ril Mil thi* lill^rsl. tin* nil nl'|iillf( huh’ t***iil«l 
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Imr.solf, and win!, nflor fetching her breath more deeply, 
"You abominable man, how you frightened me!” 
"Tim first diHgui.no Uuh led mu into the second ! " e x- 
clftiined 1 : “Uio formor would lmvu been unpardonable 
if T luul only known m any degree to whom I was 
going; but thin one yon will surely forgive, for it is 
tlm shape of poisons whom you treat so kindly.” Her 
pa hi cheeks had coloured up with the most beautiful 
roHo-rod, “ You ahull not he worse off than Goorgo, at 
any rale l But let us sit down. 1 confess the fright 
has gone into my limbs.” T sat down besido her, ex- 
ceedingly agitated. " We know everything already, up 
to this morning, from your friend,” said she, “now do 
you tell mo tho rest.” I did not let her say that 
twice, hut described to her my horror at my yester- 
day’s Figure, and my rushing out of the house, so 
comically, that she laughed heartily and graciously, 
then I wont on to wlmt followed, with all modesty, 
indeed, yet passionately enough, so that it might have 
passed for a declaration of love in historical form. At 
last 1 solemnised my pleasure at finding her again, by 
a kiss upon her hand, which she suffered to romaiu in 
mine. Whereas she had taken upon herself tho ex- 
pense of tho conversation during our moonlight walk, 
of tho night before, I now, on my part, richly repaid 
the dobt. Tho pleasure of seeing hor again, and being 
nblo to say to her everything that I had yesterday kept 
back, was so groat, that, in my eloquence, I did not 
remark how meditative and silent she was. Onco 
more she deeply drew breath, aud I over and over 
again begged her forgiveness for the fright I had 
caused her. How long wo may have sat I know uot, 
but at onco we hoard some one call. It was hor 
sister’s voice. “ That will be a pretty story,” said tho 
dear girl, restored to her perfect cheerfulness : “ she is 
coming hither on my side," sho added, bending so as 
half to conceal me; “turn away, so that you may not 




rreaenca wnu as great nasto as possible, because 
dinner was ready. 

The elder sister manifested the most extravagant de- 
light; and, when she learned that the mother had 
already discovered tho secret, she exclaimed, “ Now wo 
have still to deceive my father, my brother, the ser- 
vant-man, aud the maid." When we were at the 
garden-hedge, Frederica insisted upon going first into 
the house with ruy friend. The maid .was busy iu tho 
kitchen-garden ; aud Olivia (so let tho elder sister be 
named hero ) called out to her, “ Stop 1 1 have some- 
thing to tell you!” She left me standing by the 
hedge, and went up to the maid. I saw that they 
were speaking very earnestly. Olivia represented to 
her that George had quarrelled with Barbara, and 
Seemed desirous of marrying her. The lass was not 
displeased at this: I was now called, and was to con- 
firm what had been said. The pretty, stout girl cast 
down her eyes, aud remained so until I stood quite 
near before her. But when, all at once, she perceived 
tho strange face, she, too, gave a loud scream, aud ran 
away. Olivia bade rne run after her and hold her fast, 
so that she should not get iuto tho house aud make a 
noise; while she herself wished to go and see how it 
was with her father. On tho way Olivia met tho ser- 
vant-boy, who was in love with the maid : I had in 
tho meantime hurried after tho maid, and held her 
fast. "Only think! what good luck!" cried Olivia: 
" its all over with Barbara, and George marries Lieso." 
“ That I have thought for a long while ” said the good 
fellow, and remained standing in an ill humour. 

I had given tho maid to understand that all we had 
to do was to deceive the father. We went up to the 
lad, who turned away and tried to withdraw : but Liese 
brought him back; and he, too, when he was unde- 




zealously devouring Iho dishes, to make up for lost 
lima Thou, loo, ho thought* proper lo riso on occasion 
and find something lo do in the yard and the garden. 
At Iho dessert tho real George came in, and made Iho 
whole scone still more lively. They began to banter 
him for his jealousy, ami would not praise him for 
getting rid of a rival in mo : but ho was modest and 
clever enough, and, in a half-con fused manner, mixed 
up himself, his sweetheart, his counterpart, and tho 
Afamsdls with each other, to such a degree, that at lust 
nobody could toll about whom ho was talking; and 
they woro hut* Loo glad to let him consume in peace a 
glass of wine and a bit of Ids own cake. 

After dinner Chore was so mo talk about going to 
walk ; which, however, did not suit mo vory woll in my 
peasant’s clothes. But the ladies, early on that day 
already, when llioy learned who had run away in such 
a despomlo hurry, had remembered that a (iuo hunting' 

. (Pckaxckc) of a cousin of theirs, in which, when there, 
ho used Lo go sporting, was hanging in tho clothes- 
press. I, however, declined it, outwardly with all 
sorts of jokos, but inwardly with a fooling of vanity, 
not wishiug, as the cousin, to disturb tho good impres- 
sion I had made as tho peasant. The father had gono 
to take his afternoon nap: the mother, as always, was 
busy about her housewifery. But my friend proposed 
that L should tell them somo story, to which I imme- 
diately agreed. Wo went into a spacious arbour, and 
1 gave thorn a tnlo which I hnvo since written out 
under the title of “ The Now Molusitia.” 1 It hoars 
about tho same relation to “Tho Now Taris ’’ us tho 
youth bears to the boy; and I would insert it hero, 
woro I not afraid of injuring, by odd plays of fancy, 
the rural quality and simplicity winch bore agreeably 

'This is Introduced in “Wllliolm Moistor’s Wander jaluo.*' — 
TnA.ss. 


reward of the inventors and narrators of such produc- 
tions: namely, in awakening curiosity, in fixing the 
attention; in provoking overhasty solutions of impene- 
trable riddles, in deceiving expectations, in confusing 
by tho more wonderful which caino into the place of 
the wonderful, in arousing sympathy and fear, in caus- 
* iug auxiety, in moving, and, at last, by the change of 
what was apparently earnest into an ingenious and 
cheerful jest, in satisfying tho mind, and in leaving 
the imagination materials for new images, and the 
understanding materials for further reflection. 

Should any ouo hereafter read tin's tale in print, 
nud doubt whether it could have produced such au 
effect, let him remember, that, properly speaking, man 
is only called upon to act in the present. W ritiug is 
an abuse of language : rending silently to one’s solf is a 
sorry substitute for speech. Man effects all ho can 
upon man by his personality, youth is most powerful 
upon youth, and hence also arise the purest influences. 
It is these which enliven tho world, and allow it 
neither morally nor physically to perish. I hud inher- 
ited from my father a eortain didactic loquacity; from 
my mother tho faculty of representing, clearly and 
forcibly, everything that the imagination can produce 
or grasp, of giving a freshness to known stories, of 
inventing and relating others, — . nay, of inventing in 
the courso of narration. 13y my paternal endowment 
I was for the most part annoying to tho company ; for 
who likes to listen to the opinions and sentiments of 
auothor, especially a youth, whose judgment, from 
defective experience, always seems insufficient ? My 
mother, ou the contrary, had thoroughly qualified mo 
for social conversation. Tho emptiest tale has in 
itself a high charm for the imagination, and tho small- 
est quantity of solid matter is thankfully received by 
tho understanding. 


myself beloved by children, excited and delig 
youth, and drew upon myself the attention of < 
persons. But iu society, such as it commonly 
was soon obliged to stop these exercises; and I 
thereby lost hut too much of the enjoyment of life 
of free mental advancement. Nevertheless, both i 
parental gifts accompanied me throughout my v 
life, united with a third; namely, the necessit 
expressing myself figuratively and by comparisons 
consideration of these peculiarities, which the ( 
and ingenious Doctor Gall discovered in me necoi 
to his theory, he assured me tlmt I was, pro] 
speaking, born for a popular orator. At this discl< 
l was not a little alarmed ; for if it were well foui 
whatever else I might have undertaken would 
proved a failure, from the fact that among my n 
there was nothing to harangue about. 
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almost full embarrassed mysoit ; lontHuiiuK me u 
it was perhaps improper to tell Urn dear girls a par 
of stuff of winch they had bettor boon ignorant, and 
give thorn such a bad opinion of tho nuilo sex ns t] 
must naturally have formed from tlio eharnelor of 1 
horo." “You hnvo nob Hit it at all," said lm; “a 
indeed, how should you? Those dear girlH are not 
unacquainted with such matters as you imagine, for 
great society around them gives occasion for mi 
reflections; and Lhoro happens to be, on tho other (■ 
of the Rhine, oxactly such a married pair as you 
scribe, — allowing a little for fancy and exaggeration, 
the husband just as tall, sturdy, and heavy ; the wifi 
pretty and dainty, that ho could easily hold her in 
hand. Thoiv mutual position in other respects, tl 
history altogether, so exactly accords with your l 
that the girls seriously asked mo whether you ki 
the persons, and described thorn in jest. 1. asst 
them that you did not, and you will do well to lot 
tale remain uuwritton. With tho assistance of do 
and pretexts, we may soon find an excuse." 

1 was much astonished, for I had thought of 
couple on this or tho other sido of tho Rhine; na 
could not have stated how I came by tho notion, 
thought I liked to sport with such pleasantries, m 
out any particular reference ; and 1 believed that, 
narrated them, it would be the same with others. 

When I returned to my occupations in the oil 
felt them more than usually wcarisomo ; for n 
born to activity forms plans too extensive for 
capacity, and overburdens himself with labour. 1 
goes on very well till somo physical or moral itn] 
ment comes in the way, and clearly shows tho di? 
povtiou of the powers to tho undertaking. 

I pursued jurisprudence with ns much diligoiu 



The grout cam ami oheerfulnoHS with which our re- 
spected instructor led us from hod to hod ; the niiiiulo 
observation of important symptoms; tho judgment of 
the cause of complaint in general; tho line Hippocratic 
mode of proceeding, by which, without theory, nud out 
of an individual experience, the forms of knowledge 
revealed themselves; tlio addresses with which ho 
usually crowned his lectures, — all this attracted mo 
toward him, and made a strange department, into 
which 1 only looked as through a crovico, ho much tho 
more agreeable and fascinating. My disgust at tho 
invalids gradually decreased, as I learned to change 
their various states into distinct conceptions, by which 
rccovory and tho restoration of the human form and 
nature appeared possible. He probably lmd his eye 
particularly upon mo, as a singular young man, and 
pardoned the strange anomaly which took mo to his 
lectures. On this occasion he did not conclude Ids 
lecture, ns usual, with a doctrino winch might have 
reference to an illness that had boon obsorved, but said 
cheerfully, « Gcntlomon, there are sumo holidays before 
vis : make use of them to enliven your spirits. Studies 
must not only bo pursued with seriousness and dili- 
gence, but also with cheerfulness and freedom of mind. 
Give movement to your bodies, and traverse tho beau- 
tiful country on horseback and on foot. Ho who is nt 
homo will take delight in that to which ho has been 
accustomed ; while for tho strangor thoro will he now 
impressions, and pleasant reminiscoucos in future.” 

There were only two of us to whom this admonition 
could be directed. May tho recipe Imvo boon n« obvi- 
ous to the other as it was to mo l I thought f heard 
a voico from heaven, and made all tho hasto I could to 
order a horse and dress myself out neatly. I soul for 
Weyland, but he was not to bo found. This did not 
delay my resolution; but the preparations unfort u- 



as I hail hoped. Fast as I rode, I was overtaken by 
the night. The way was not to lio mistaken, and the 
moon shed her light on my impassioned project. The 
night was windy and awful ; and I dashed on, that I 
might not have to wait till morning before I could 
s go her. 

It was already late when I put up my horse at 
Sesenheim. The landlord, in answer to my question, 
whether there was still light in the parsonage, assured 
me that tho ladies had only just gone home: he 
thought he had heard they wore still expecting a 
etraugor. This did not please me, as I wished to 
have been the only one. I hastened, that, late as I 
was, I might at least appoar the first. 1 found tho 
two sisters sitting at the door. They did not seem 
much astonished ; but I was, when Frcdorica whis- 
perod into Olivia’s ear, IoykI enough for me to hear, 
“Did I not say so? Hero he is!” They conducted 
me into a room, whore I found a little collation set 
out. The mother greeted mo as an old acquaintance: 
and the elder sister, when she saw me in tho light, 
broke out into loud laughter, for she had little com- 
mand over herself. 

After this first and somewhat odd reception, the 
conversation became at once free and cheerful ; and a 
circumstance, which had remained concealed from mo 
this evening, I learned on the following day. Fred- 
erica had predicted that I should come ; and who does 
not feel some satisfaction at the fulfilment of a fore- 
boding, evon if it be a mournful one? All presenti- 
ments, whon confirmed by the evont, give man a higher 
opinion of himself, whethor it he that ho thinks him- 
self in possession of so fine a susceptibility as to feel a 
relation in the distance, or acute enough to perceive 
necessary but still uncertain associations. Even Olivia’s 
laugh remained no secret : she confessed that it seemed 
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but rather to discover in it a wish to please her. 

Early in tho morning Erodorioa asked mo to lak 
walk. Her motlior and sister woro occupied in pro} 
ing everything for tho reception of several guests, 
tho side of this beloved girl I enjoyed the noble H 
day morning in the country, as tho inestimable 11c 
lias depicted it. .She described to me the party wb 
was oxpocled, and asked mo to remain by her, l 
all tho pleasure might, if possible, he common to 
both, and bo on joyed in a certain order, “(lenoral 
she said, “ people amuse themselves alone. Sport 
play is very lightly tasted; so that at last nothin) 
loft but cards for ono part, and the oxeilomonl 
dancing for tho other.'’ 

Wo therefore sketched our plan ns to what sin 
bo done after dinuor, taught each other some i 
social games, and woro united and happy, when 
bell summoned us to church, whoro, by her sid 
found a somewhat dry sermon of her father’s not 
long. 

Tho presence of tho beloved ono always .slmri 
time, but this hour passed amid peculiar reflections, 
repeated to myself tho good qualities which she 
just unfolded so freely beforo mo, — hor oircums 
cheerfulness, her naivclt combined with solf-otmaci 
noss, her hilarity with foresight, — qualities wl 
seem incompatible, but which nevertheless were fo 
together in her, and gave a pleasing character to 
outward appearance. But now I had to make i: 
serious reflections upon tnysolF, which woro somov 
prejudicial to a free state of chcorfulnoss. 

Since that impassioned girl had cursed and sand 
my lips {for every consecration involves both), 1 
snperstitiously enough, taken care not to kiss any 
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about, an animating spirit, and kuow how 
he gaps which might arise hero and Chore, 
sa of her movements wo have already com- 
1 she was most graceful when sho ran. As 
joins just to fulfil its destination when it 
over the sprouting corn, so did hor pocul- 
aeni most plainly to express itself when sho 
gilt steps over mead and furrow, to fetch 
vhich had been forgotten, to seek something 
been lost, to summon a distant couplo, or to 
thing necessary. On these occasions sho 
out of breath, and always kept her equilib- 
ico the great anxiety of hor parents with 
lior chest must to mauy have appeared 

lor, who ofton accompanied us through 
nd fields, was not always provided with a 
mpanion. On his account I joined him ; 
l not fail to touch once more upon his 
leme, and circumstantially to toll me about 
jd building of the parsonage. He parti cu- 
tod that ho could not again got the carefully 
itches, so as to meditnto upon them, and to 
is or that improvement. T observed, that the 
bo easily supplied, and offered to prepare a 
1 , upon which, after all, everything chiefly 
With this ho was highly pleased, and 
C wc should have the assistance of tho 
or, to stir up whom he at once hurried off, 
ird and foob-mensnre might bo ready early 
row. 

o had gone, Frederica said, “ You are right 
my dear father on his weak side, and not, 
, who get weary of this subject, to avoid 
break it off. I must, indeed, confess to you 
at of us do not desire this building: it would 



customed to the old building. Hero we cun trait Umm 
liberally: there wo should find ourselves slrni tumid 
m a wider sphere. Thus the mailer uUmda ; hut tU> 
not you fail to be agreeable. I thunk you for it from 
my heart." 

Another lady who joined us asked nhmit Homo 
novels, — whether Frederica laid read thorn. Him an- 
swered in the negative, for she liatl raid hut little 
altogether. Sho hud grown up in a cheerful, decorous 
enjoyment of life, and was cultivated accordingly. 1. 
had "The Vicar of Wakefield” on the tip of my 
tongue, but did not venture to propose it, the simi- 
larity of the situations being too striking and too im- 
portant. “ I am very fond of reading novels,” sho said : 
"one finds in them such nice people, whom one would 
like to resemble.” 

The measurement of Iho house took place the fol- 
lowing day. It was a somewhat slow proceeding, uh 1 
was as little accustomed to such arts ns tho school- 


master. At last a tolerable project came to my aid. 
Iho good father told mo his views, and was not dis- 
pleased when I asked permission to prepare Iho plan 
more conveniently in tho town. Vyodorica dismissed 
mo with joy : sho was convinced of my affection, and 
I of hers: and Iho six leagues no longer appoarod a 
distance. It was so easy to travel to Drusonhuiin in 
the diligence, and by this vehicle, as well us by iiiuh- 
sengers, ordinary and extraordinary, to keep up a eon- 
necticm ; George being entrusted with tho despatches, 
in I!!™ . hl * d . amvcd '1 town, I occupied myself 

? “I “li h °"i' S (tol i tl,ere wtls »° notion of n long 
s eep) with ha plan, which I draw as neatly as pos 

Side. In tho meantime I I, ad sent Frederica somo 
books, accompanied by a few kind words. 1 rocoivod 


pretty, hearty hand. Contents and stylo wore natural, 
good, amiable, as it they canio from within ; and thus 
the pleasing impression she had made upon mo was 
over kept up and renewed. I blit too readily recalled 
to myself tho endowments of her beautiful nature, and 
nurtured the hope that I should see her soon, and for a 
longer lime. 

There was now no more any need of an address from 
our good instructor. He had by those words, spoken 
at the right time, so completely cured me, that i had 
no particular inclination to seo him and his patients 
again. The correspondence with Frederica became 
more animated. She invited mo to a festival, to which 
also some friends from the other side of the Rhine 
would como. I was to mako arrangements for a longer 
time. This I did by packing a stout portmanteau upon 
the diligence, and in a few hours I was in her presence. 
1 found a large, merry party, look the father aside, and 
handed him the plan, at which ho testified great de- 
light. I talked over with him what I had thought 
while completing it. He was quite beside himself 
with joy, and especially praised the neatness of tho 
drawing. This I had practised from my youth up- 
wards, and had on this occasion taken especial pains, 
with tho finest paper. But this pleasure was very soon 
marred for our good host, -when, against my counsol, 
and in the joy of his heart, he laid the sketch before 
the company. Far from uttering the desired sympathy, 
smno thought nothing at all of this precious work ; 
others, who thought they knew something of tho mat- 
ter, made it still worse, blaming the sketch as not 
artistical, and, when the old man looked off for a 
moment, handled the clean sheets as if they were only 
so many rough draughts ; while one, with the hard 
strokes of a lead-pencil, marked his plana of improve- 
ment on the line paper in such a manner that a resto- 
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of. 

I was scarcely able to console the extremely irritated 
man, whose pleasures had been so outrageously de- 
stroyed, much as T assured him that I myself looked 
upon them only as sketches, which we would talk ovor, 
and on which wo would construct now drawings. In 
spite of all this he went ofT in a very ill humour ; and 
Frederica thanked mo for my attention to her fufchor, 
as well as for tny patience during the unmaunerly con- 
duct of the other guests. 

But I could feel no pain nor ill humour in hor 
presence. The party consisted of young and tolerably 
noisy friends, whom, nevertheless, an old gentleman 
tried to outdo, proposing oven odder stuff than they 
practised. Already, at breakfast, the wine had not been 
spared. At a very well-furnished dinner-table there 
was no want of any enjoyment; and the feast was 
relished the more by everybody, after the violoufc bodily 
exercise during the somewhat warm weather ; ami if 
the ollieial gentleman went a little too far in the good 
things, the young people were not left much behind him. 

I was happy beyond all bounds at the side of P red- 
erica, — talkativo, merry, ingenious, forward, and yet 
kept in moderation by feeling, esteem, and attachment. 
She, in a similar position, was open, cheerful, sympa- 
thising, and communicative. We all appeared to live 
for the company, and yet lived only for each other. 

After the meal they sought the shade ; social games 
were togim, and the turn came to forfeits. On redeem- 
ing the forfeits, everything of every kind was carried to 
excess : the gestures which wero commanded, the acts 
which were to be dune, the problems which wero to bo 
solved, all showed a mad joy which knew no limits. I 
myself heightened these wild jokes by many a comical 
prank, and Frederica shone by mauy a droll thought; 
*he appeared to me more charming thau ever, all 


hypochondriacal superstitious fancies had vnmslied : 
and, when the opportunity offered of heartily kissing 
one whom I loved so tenderly, I did not miss it, still 
less did I deny myself a repetition of this pleasure. 

The company’s hope of having some music was at 
lust satisfied : it was hoard, and all hastened to the 
dance. Allcmandcs , waltzing and turning, wore begin- 
ning, middle and end. All had givon up to this 
national dance, — even I did honour enough to my 
piivate dancing-mistress; and Frederica, who danced 
as she walked, sprang, and ran, was delighted to find 
in me a vory oxpert partner. We generally kept 
together, but were soon obliged to leave off; and she 
was advised on all sides not to go on any farther 
in this wild manner. Wo consoled ourselves by a 
solitary walk, hand in hand, and, when we had reached 
that quiet spot, by the wannest embrace, and the most 
faithful assurance that we loved each other heartily. 

Older persons, who had risen with us from the game, 
took us with thorn. At suppor people did not return 
to their sober senses either. Dancing went on far into 
tho night, and Lhoro was as little want of healths aud 
other incitements to drinking as at noon. 

I had scarcely for a few hours slept very profoundly, 
when I was awakened by a heat and tumult in my 
blood. It is at such times and iu such situations that 
care and ropentauce usually attack a man, who is 
stretched out defenceless. My imagination at onco 
presented to me the liveliest forms ; I saw Lucinda, 
how, after the most ardent kiss, she passionately 
receded from me, and, with glowing chock and spark- 
ling eyes, uttered that curse, by which she intended to 
menace her sister only, but by which she also uncon- 
sciously menaced innocent persons, who were unknown 
to her. I saw Frodcrica standing opposite lo her, 
paralysed at the sight, pale, and feeling tho conse- 
queucos of tho curse, of winch sho know nothing. I 



the spiritual effects of the adventure as to avoid tno 
evil-boding kiss. The delicate health of t vcdevica 
seemed to hasten the threatened calamity ; and now 
ber love to me wore a most unhappy aspect, and X 
wished myself at the other side of the world. 

Rut something still move painful to mo, which lay 
in the background, 1 will not conceal. A certain con- 
ceit kept that superstition alive in me ; my lips, 
whether consecrated or cursed, appeared to me more 
important than usual; and with no little complacency 
was I aware of my self-denying conduct, in renouncing 
many an innocent pleasure, partly to preserve my 
magical advantage, partly to avoid injuring a harmless 
being by giving it up. 

But now all was lost and irrevocable : I had returned 
into a mere common position ; and I thought that I 
had banned, irretrievably injured, the dearest of beings. 
Thus, far from my being freed from the curse, it was 
flung back from my lips into my own heart. 

All this together raged in my blood, already excited 
by love and passion, wine and dancing, confused my 
thoughts and tortured my feelings, so that, especially 
as contrasted with the joys of the day before, 1 was in 
a state of despair which seemed unbounded. Fortu- 
nately daylight, peeved in upon me through a chink in 
tho shutter; aud the sun, vanquishing all the powers 
of night, set me again upon my feet: X was soon iu 
tho open air, aud refreshed, if not restored. 

Superstition, like mnuy other fancies, vory easily 
loses in power, when, instead of flattering our vanity, 
it stands in its way, and would fain produce an evil 
hour to this delicate being. We then see well enough 
that wo can get rid of it wheu we choose : we renounce 
it the inoixi easily, as all of wliich we deprive ourselves 
turns to our own advantage. Tho sight of Frederica, 
the feeling of her love, the cheerfulness of everything 



happiest clays, I could harbour such dismal night-birds 
in my bosom. The confiding conduct of the dear girl, 
which became more aud more intimate, made me 
thoroughly rejoiced ; anti I felt truly happy when, at 
parting, she openly gave a kiss to me, as well as the 
other friends and relations. 

In the city many occupations and dissipations 
awaited tne, from the midst of which I collected myself 
for the sake of my beloved, by means of a correspond- 
ence, which we regularly established. Even iu her 
letters sho always remained the same: whether she 
related anything now, or alluded to well-known occur- 
rences, lightly described or cursorily reflected, it 
was always as if, even with her pen, she appeared 
going, coming, runuiug, bounding with ft step as light 
as it was sure. I also liked very much to writo to 
her, for the act of rendering present hor good qualities 
increased my affection oven during absence; so that 
this intercourse was little inferior to a personal 
one, — nay, afterward became pleasantor and dcaror 
to mo. 

For that suporstition had been forced to give way 
altogether. It was indeed based upon the impressions 
of earlier years ; but fcho spirit of the day, the liveliness 
of youth, tho intercourse with cold, sensible men, all 
was unfavourable to it, so that it would uot have boon 
easy to find among all who surrounded mo a single 
person to whom a confession of my whims would not 
have boon perfectly ridiculous. But the worst of it 
was, that the fancy, while it fled, left behind it a real 
contemplation of that state iu which young people 
are placed, whoso early affections can promise them- 
selves no lasting result. So little was I assisted in 
getting free from error, that understanding aud reflec- 
tion used me still worse in this instance. My passion 
increased the more I learned to know tho virtue of the 
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juod, jjunnipo iui dvur, &u jnuuii until 

good. 

Wo had quietly and pleasantly passed a long limn 
together, when friend Weylnnd had the waggery to 
bring with him to Sesenheim “The Vicar of Wake- 
field," and, when they were talking of reading aloud, to 
hand it over to mo unexpectedly, as if nothing forth or 
was to be said. I managed to collect myself, and read 
with as much cheerfulness and freedom as I could. 
Kven the faces of iny hearers at once brightoned, mid 
it did not seem unpleasant to them to bo again forced 
to a comparison. If they had found comical coun- 
terparts to llaymond and Mehtsiua, they hove saw 
themselves in a glass which by no means gave a 
distorted likeness. They did not openly confess, but 
they did not deny, that tboy wore moving among per- 
sons akin, both by mind and feeling. 

All meu of a good disposition feel, with increasing 
cultivation, that they have a double part to play in the 
world, — .a real one and an ideal one; and in this 
feeling i3 the ground of everything noble to be sought. 
The real part which has boon assigned to us we experi- 
ence but too plainly; with respect to tho second, wo 
seldom come to a clear understanding about it. Man 
may seek his higher destination on earth or in heaven, 
in the preseufc or id tho future : he yet remains on this 
account exposed to an eternal wavering, to an influonco 
from without which ever disturbs him, until he once 
for all makes a resolution to declare that that is right 
winch is suitable to himself. 

Among the most venial attempts to acquire some- 
thing higher, to place one’s self on an equality with 
something higher, may bo classed the youthful impulse 
to compare ones self with the characters in novels. 
This is highly innoceut, and, whatever may be urged 
against it, the very reverse of mischievous. It amuses 



grasp at tho reaction of passion. 

How often is repeated the litany about tho mischief 
of novels? and yet what misfortune is it if a pretty 
girl or a handsome youug innn put themselves in the 
place of a person who fares better or worse than thom- 
selves? Is tho eitixeu life worth so much ? or do tho 
necessities of tho day so completely absorb the man, 
that lie must refuse every beautiful demand which 
is made upon him ? 

The historico-poctieal Christian names which havo 
intruded into tho German church in tho place of tho 
sacred names, not unfrequeutly to the annoyance of 
the officiating clergyman, are without doubt to be 
regarded as small ramifications of the romnntico- 
poetical pictures. This vory impulse to honour one’s 
child by a well-sounding name — even if the name has 
nothing further behind it — is praiseworthy; and this 
connection of an imaginary world with the real ono 
diffuses an agreeable lustre over the whole life of tho 
person. A beautiful child, whom with satisfaction wo 
call “Bertha,” we should think we offended if we were 
to call it " Uvsclblandiue.” With a cultivated man, 
not to say ft lover, such a name would certainly falter 
on tho lips. Tho eold world, which judges only from 
one side, is not to bo blamed if it sets down as ridic- 
ulous and objectionable all that conies forward as 
imagiuary ; but the thinking connoisseur of mankind 
must know how to estimate it according to its worth. 

For the position of tho loving couplo on the fair 
Ithinobnnk, this comparison, to which a wag had com- 
pelled thorn, produced the most agreeable results. We 
do not meditate on ourselves when we look iu a 
mirror; but wo feel that we exist, and nllow ourselves 
to pass. Thus is it also with thoso moral imitations, 
in which wo recognise out manners and inclinations, 
our habits and peculiarities, as in a silhouette, and 



confirmed, and nothing else was known but that l 
belonged to this circle. The affair was allowed to take 
its course without the question being directly asked as 
to what was to bo the result. And what parents arc 
there who do not find themselves compelled to let 
daughters and sous continue for awhile in such a 
wavering condition, until accidentally something ia 
confirmed for life, bettor than it could have been pro- 
duced by a loug-arrauged plan. 

It was thought that perfect confidence could bo 
placed, both in Frederica’s sentiments and in my recti- 
tude, of which, on account of my forhearauco, ovon 
from iunoceut caresses, a favourable opinion had been 
entertained. We were left unobserved, as was gen- 
erally the custom, there and theu ; and it depended on 
ourselves to go over the country, with a larger or 
smaller party, and to visit the friends in the neighbour- 
hood. On both sides of the llhiue, in Hngennu, Fort 
Louis, PUUippsbuvg, the Qrtenan, I found dispersed 
those persons whom I had seen united at Sosonlioim, 


every one by himself, a friendly, hospitable host, throw- 
ing opeu kitchen and cellar just as willingly ns gardens 
anil vineyards, — nay, the whole spot. The islands on 
the lduue were often a goal for our water-expeditions. 
There, without pity, wo put the cool inhabitants of the 
clear Rhino into the kettle, on the spit, into the boiling 
fat, and would hero, perhaps moro than was reasonable, 
have settled ourselves in the snug fishermen’s huts, if 
trie abominable Rhine-guats {Rhein-scknakan) had not, 
after some hours, driven us away. At this intolerable 
interruption of one of our most charming parties of 
p ensure, when everything else was prosperous, when 
the abection of the lovers seemed to increase with tho 
good success oE tho enterprise, and we had uevertho- 



I actually, in the presence of the good reverend father, 
broke out into blasphomous expressions, and assured 
him that these gnats alone were sufficient to take from 
uie the thought that a good and wise .Deity lmd croated 
the world. The pious old gentleman, by way of reply, 
solemnly called mo to order, and explained to me that 
these gnats and other vermin had noL arisen until after 
the fall of our first parents, or that, if there wore any 
of thorn in paradise, tlioy had only pleasantly hummed 
there, and had not stung. Although I foit calmed at 
once, — for an angry man may easily be appeased if 
we can sueeecd in making him smile, — 1 nevertheless 
assorted that there was no need of the angel with 
the burning sword to drive the guilty pair out of tho 
garden ; my host, 1 said, must rather allow me to think 
that this was effected by means of great gnats on the 
Tigris and the Euphrates. And thus 1 again made 
him laugh; for the old man understood a joke, or at 
any rate let one pass. 

However, the enjoyment of the daytime and season 
in this noble country was moro serious aud more 
elevating to the heart. One lmd only to resign one’s 
self to the present, to enjoy the eloavuess of the pure 
sky, the brilliancy of tho rich earth, the mild evenings, 
tho warm nights, by tho side of a boloved one, or in 
her vieiuity. For months together we were favoured 
with pure ethereal mornings, when tho sky, having 
watered the earth with superfiuous dew, displayed all 
its magnificence ; and, that this spectacle might not 
become too simple, clouds after clouds piled Lhemsolves 
over the distant mountains, now in this spot, now in 
that. Thoy stood for days, nay, for weeks, without 
obscuring tho pure sky ; aud even the transient storms 
refreshed the country, and gave lustro to the green, 
wiiich again glistened in the sunshine before it could 
become dry. Tho doublo rainbow, tho two-coloured 


my, were nomei, more mgmy coiouveu, more uwwhi, 
but also more transient, than 1 had ever oWivnl. 
In the midst of these objects, tho desire of poetising, 
which I had not felt for a long time, again mini* 
forward. For Frederica I composed many songs lo 
well-known melodies. They would have nmdo n prelly 
little hook : a few of them still remain, and will easily 
be found among my others. 

Since, on necount of my strange studios and nllu-r 
circumstauces, I was often compelled to return to the 
town, there arose for our affection a new life, which 
preserved us from all that unpleasantness which iiHually 
attaches itself as an annoying consequence to mull 
little love affairs. Though far from me, she yet laboured 
for mo, ami thought of some new amusement aguint-L 
I should return ; though far from her, i employed 
myself for her, that by some new gift or now not inn l 
myself might be again new to her. Painted ribbon.*} 
had then just coine into fashion: I painted nt onro f*>r 
her n few pieces, and sent them on with a Iitllo poem, 
as on this occasion X was forced to stop away longer 
than I had anticipated. That I might fulfil and uvi-n 
go beyond my promise of- getting for her fathor n now 
and elaborated plan, I persuaded a young adopt in 
architecture to work instead of myself. Ho Look ns 
much pleasure in the task ns ho had kindness for iin', 
and was still further animated by tho hope of u good 
reception in so agreeable a family. He finished tho 
grouud-plan, sketch, and section of the house ; court- 
yard and garden were not forgotten ; and a detailed 
but very moderate estimate was added, to show Urn 
possibility of carrying out an extensive project. 

These testimonials of our friendly endeavours ob- 
tained for us the kindest reception : and, sinco tho 
good father saw that wo had the best will Lo servo 
him, he camo forward with one wish more; it was tho 
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TRUT 


I will cull it ft trial (./W (/"/»'/), ^“V*? m,t (1 "' 

ritrht word. The country family with which I *** 


right 

intimate was roiiuuu w wmn» mu *«»•»■•■ J “ 
good note and respectability, uml rmuh>il.ibly «» I «*< 
circumstances. Tim young townspeople "eie *»"«•» — 
fresenheiin. Tho older pcvHous, llm mothem m»l 
being less movable, honvd no much of tho life Un to, 
of tho increasing elmvnm of tho daughters, hum own 
of my influence, that they first wished to hen » me «r- 
quainted with mo, and after T lmd ollou visited them, 
and had boon woll received by them, desired also to 
see us onco altogether, especially an they thought the) 
owed tho Sosenheim folks u friendly reception in 


related to sumo families in tho oily a 

" * * ’ of I IIS to 


at 


return. 

There was much discussion oil all Halos. '1 bo mother 
could scarcely leave her household alVairs; Olivia lmd 
a horror of the town, for which hJio was iml lilted ; 
and Frederica had no inclination for it : mid (him llm 
affair was put off, until it was at IiinI. brought to a 
decision by the fact that if happened to bn iiiijmsMibla 
forme to come into tho country; for if was heller l<* 
seo each other in tho city, and under hojiio rest mint , 
than not to seo each otlior at all. And Uiun I nmv 
found my fair friends, whom 1 had been only m ens* 
tomed to seo in a rural scene, and whoso intake had 
only appeared to mo hitherto before a hurkgreimd uf 
waviug boughs, flowing brooks, nodding field- llmveis, 
and a horizon open for milos, — 1 now saw them, I 
say, for the first timo, in towu-vooma, which worn 
indeed spacious hut yet narrow, if we fuko into nut- 

fiueration the carpets, glasses, clocks, and porcelain 
figures. 

/In5^ e i a ^ 0VGt ' the lnduvud object in ho 

sSlo that , 1 the . "imMwHng object* me ' of liltle 
shall ? heart, nevertheless, desiruH that these 

5S? be tho stable, natuml. ami 
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of tho house had spoken much on this subject, ior at 
Seseuheiiii I had read what mid when I was desired. 
I was ready til once, but craved quiet and attention for 
several hours. This was conceded ; und cue evening I 
mid through the whole of “Hamlet” without inter- 
ruption, entering into the sense of the piece as well as 
l was able, and expressing myself with liveliness nud 
passion, as is possible in youth. I earned great ap- 
plause. Frederica drew her breath deeply from time to 
time, and a transient red had passed over her cheeks. 
These two symptoms of a Lender heart internally 
moved, while cheerfulness and calmness were oxtcrnally 
apparent, were not unknown to mo, anil were indeed 
the only reward which I had striveu to obtain. She 
joyfully collected tho thanks of the party for having 
caused me to read, and iu her graceful manner did not 
deny herself tho little pride at having shone in me and 
through me. 

This town visit was not to have lasted long, but the 
departure was delayed. Frederica did her part for 
the social amusement, and l was not wanting : but tho 
abundant sources which yield so much in tho country 
now dried up in their turn ; and the situation was the 


most painful, ns the older sister gradually lost till self- 
control. The two sisters were the only persons iu the 
society who dressed themselves in the German fashion. 
Vredvrica had never thought of herself in any other 
way, and Indieved herself so right everywhere, that she 
ra.ulo no comparisons with auy one else; but Olivia 
found it quite insupportable) to move about in a society 
of Rented appearance attired so like a maid -servant, 
la the country she scarcely remarked the town costume 
? , ers ’ aTl , no ^ desire it ; but in the town sho 
' " U (i Dot e,ldurc tho country style. Ail this, together 
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trust everything to themselves; and yoiitn must luttueu 
he iu this position, if auythiug is to be mnilo of it. A 
survey of the science of jurisprudence and all its frame- 
work I had pretty well acquired; single subjects of 
law sufficiently interested me; and, as I had the good 
Leyser for my model, I thought I should get tolerably 
through with my own little common sense. Groat 
movements were showing themselves in jurisprudence ; 
judgments were to be more according to equity ; all 
rights hy usage were daily seen to be compromised ; 
and, in the criminal department especially, a great 
change was impending. As for myself, 1 felt well 
enough that I lacked an infinite deal to fill up the 
legal commonplace which I had proposed. The proper 
knowledge was wanting, and no inner tendency urged 
me to such subjects. Neither was there any impulse 
from without, — nay, quite another faculty 1 had com- 
pletely carried me away. In goneral, if I was to take 
any interest in a thing, it was necessary for mo to gain 
something from it, to perceive in it something that 
appeared fertile to me, and gave me prospects. Thus 
I had once more noted down some materials, had after- 
ward mndo collections, had taken my books of oxlracts 
in hand, had considered the point which I wished to 
maintain, the scheme according to which l wished to 
arrange the single elements ; but 1 was sharp enough 
soon to perceive that l could not get on, and that, to 
treat n special matter, a special and long-pursuing in- 
dustry was requisite, — nay, that such a special task 
cannot he successfully accomplished unless, upon tho 
whole, one is at any rate an old hand, if not a master. 

The frieuds to whom T communicated my embarrass- 
ment thought me ridiculous, because one can dispute 
upon theses us well as, nay, even better than, upon a, 
treatise; and in Strasburg this was not uncommon. I 

1 Medicine. — Tuans. 



was oy no means averse to such an expedient; but my 
father, to whom I wrote oil the subject, desired a regu- 
lar work, which, as ho thought, I could very well pre- 
pare, if I only chose so to do and allowed myself proper 
tiiuo. I was now compelled to take up some general 
topic, and to choose something which I should have at 
my fingers’ ends. Ecclesiastical history was almost 
hotter known to me than tlio history of the world ; and 
that conflict iu which the Church — the publicly recog- 
nised worship of Ood — finds itself, and always will 
find itsolf, in two different directions, had always highly 
interested mo. For now it is in-an eternal conflict with 
the state, over which it will exalt itself ; now with the 
individuals, all of whom it will gather to itself. The 
slate, oil its side, will not yield the superior author- 
ity to the Church ; and the individuals opposo its 
restraints. The state desires everything for public, 
universal ends; the individual for ends belonging to 
the home, heart, and feeliugs. From iny childhood 
upwards I had been a witness of such movements, 
when the clergy now offended their authorities, now 
their congregations. I had therefore established the 
principle in my young mind, that the state — the leg- 
islator — had the right to determine a worship, accord- 
ing to which the clergy should tench and couduct 
themsolves, and the laity, on the other hand, should 
direct themselves publicly aud externally ; while there 
should be no question about any one's thoughts, feel- 
ings, or notions. Thus I thought I had at once got rid 
of all collisions. I therefore chose for my disputation 
the first half of this theme ; namely, that the legislator 
was not only authorised, but bound, to establish a cer- 
tain worship, from which neither the clergy nor the 
laity might free themselves. I carried out this theme 
partly historically, partly argnmontatively, showing that 
all public religions had been introduced by leaders of 
armies, kings, and powerful men ; that this had even 
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been the case with Christianity. The example of Pmi 
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hmg was produced that was fit to be shown. A fair 

ofZeThing nam Wi my father> who diskpprovod 
oi one thing namely, that none of the subiects nrovi- 
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auac!<Sc!i n d°L b : f a ? Vi8abi0 t0 P'^hth^wS^ 

3 ssertatl0n< The aspirant her? ah nivn 



wuom tncy might hope the best: they would willingly, 
uot to delay the affair, allow mo to dispute on theses. 
I could afterward publish my treatise, either in its 
present condition or more elaborated, in Latin, or in 
another language. This would everywhere be easy to 
me ns a private man and a Protestaut, and I should 
have tlio pleasure of an applause more pure and more 
general. I scarcely concealed from the good man what 
a stone his discourse rolled from my heart: at every 
new argument which he advanced, that he might not 
trouble me nor make me angry by iiis refusal, my mind 
grew mote and more easy, and so did his own at last, 
when, quite unexpectedly, I offered no resistance to his 
reasons, but, on the contrary, found them extremely 
obvious, and promised to conduct myself according to 
his counsel and guidance. 1 therefore sat down again 
with my repotent. Theses were chosen and printed : 
and the disputation, with the opposition of my fellow 
boarders, went off with great merriment, and even with 
facility ; for my old habit of turning over the Corpus 
Juris was very serviceable to me, and f could pass for 
a well-instructed man. A good feast, according to 
custom, concluded tho solemnity. 

My father, however, was very dissatisfied that the 
little work had uot been regularly printed as a dispu- 
tation ; because lie had hoped that 1 should gain honour 
by it on my entrance into Frankfort. He therefore 
wished to publish it specially ; but I represented to him 
that tho subject, which was only sketched, could be 
more completely carried out at somo future time. He 
put up the manuscript carefully for this purpose, and 
many years afterward I saw it among his papers. 

I took my degree on the 6th August, 1771 ; and on 
tho following day Schopflin died, in the seventy-fifth 
year of his age. Even without closer contact, he had 
lmd an important influence upon me; for eminent 
contemporaries may bo compared to the greater stars, 
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even protected against the powerful Praetor Kliuglin, 
who is secretly his euemy. Sociable and talkative by 
nature, he extends Iris intercourse with the world, as 
well as liis knowledge and occupations ; and we should 
hardly bo able to understand whence he got all his 
time, did we nob know that a dislike to women accom- 
panied him through his whole life, and that thus he 
gained many days and hours which are happily thrown 
away by those who are well disposed toward the ladies. 

For the rest, lie belongs, as an author, to the ordi- 
nary sort of character, and, as an orator, to the multi- 
tude. His programme, his speeches, and addresses are 
devoted to the particular day — to the approaching 
solemnity; nay, his great work, "Alsatia 11 lustra ta,” 
belongs to life, as he recalls the past, freshens up faded 
forms, reanimates the hewn and the formed stone, and 
brings obliterated broken inscriptions for a second time 
before the eyes and mind of his reador. In such a 
maimer his activity fills all Alsatia and the neighbour- 
ing country ; in Baden and the Palatinate lie preserves 
to an extreme old age au uninterrupted inlluence ; at 
Mannheim he founds the Academy of Sciences, and re- 
mains president of it till his death. 

I never approached Uiis eminent man, excepting on 
one night, when wo gave him a torch-serenade. Our 
pitch-torches more filled with smoke thau lighted the 
courtyard of the old chaplcr-honso, which was over- 
arched by lindon-lreos. When the noise of the music 
had ended, he came forward, and stepped into the midst 
of us, — and hero also was in his right place. The 
slender, well-grown, cheerful old man stood with his 
light, free manners, venerably before us, and held us 
worthy the honour of a well-considered address, which 
lie delivered to us in an amiable paternal manner, with- 
out a trace of restraint or pedantry, so that we really 
thought ourselvos something for the moment; for, 
indeed, he treated us like the kings aud priuces whom 
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.self a Frenchman of society anil orator. But what 
<{oes ho gain by the denial of his mother-tongue, and 
his efforts of speaking a foreign language ? He cannot 
make it right with anybody. In society they consider 
him vain; as if any ODe would or could convorso with 
others without some feeling for self and solf-com- 
placency l Then, the refined connoisseurs of the world 
and of language assert that there is in him more of dis- 
sertation and dialogue thau of conversation, properly 
so called. The former was generally recognised tus the 
original and fundamental sin of the Gormans, the latter 
as tho cardinal virtue of the French. Ab a public 
orator he fares no better. If he prints a well-elabo- 
rated address to tho king or the princes, tho Jesuits, 
who aro ill disposed to him as a Protestant, lay wait 
for him, and show that his terms of expression aro 
“not French.*’ 

Instead of consoling ourselves with this, and bear- 
ing as gruen wood that which had boon laid upon tho 
dry, we were auuoyed at such pedantic injustice. Wo 
despair, aud, by this striking example, become tho 
more convinced that it is a vain endeavour to try to 
satisfy the French by tho matter itself, as they aro too 
closely bound to the external conditions under which 
everything is to appear. We therefore embrace tho 
opposite resolution of getting rid of tho French lan- 
guage altogether, and of directing ourselves more than 
ever, with might and curnestucss, to our own mother- 
tongue. 

And for this wo found opportunity and sympathy 
in actual life. Alsace had not been connected with 

ranco so long that an affecLionate adherence to tho 
° ^i^ution, manners, laugunge, aud costume did 
81111 exist old Q«d young. If the conquered 




the French army. As for the rest, we forgave him his 
predilection for a foreign language; since we felt satis- 
faction that his l'reuch poets, philosophers, and littira- 
tuua continued to anuoy him, and often declared that 
lie was to be considered aud treated only as an intruder. 

Hut what, more than all, forcibly alienated us from 
the French, was the impolite opinion, repeatedly main- 
tained, that the Germans in general, as well ns the 
king, who was striving after French cultivation, were 
deticient in taste. With regard to this kind of talk, 
which followed every judgment like a burden, we 
endeavoured to solace ourselves with contempt : but 
we could so much the less come to a clear under- 
standing about it, as wc wore assured that Menage had 
already said, that the French writers possessed every- 
thing but taste ; and had also learned, from the then 
living Haris, that all the authors were wanting in taste, 
and that Voltaire himself could not escape this sever- 
est of reproaches. Having been bofove and often 
directed to nature, we would allow of nothing but 
truth and uprightness of feeliug, and the quick, blunt 
expression of it. 

4i friendship, love, nntl brotherhood, 

Are they not self-undorstood V " 

was the watchword and cry of battle, by which the 
members of our little academical horde used to know 
ami enliven each other. This maxim lay at the 
foundation of all our social banquets, on the occasions 
<> v. lit n we did not fail to pay many au evening 

visit to Cousin Michel , 1 in his well-known “ German- 
hood. 

If, in what has hitherto been described, only external 
V * vmjlfuh! 1 — TiuiS. Uy t0 lhe Gernmn8 what “ John Bull ” U to 




thin# excluding iu its nature; and excluding also was 
the French criticism, being negative, detracting and 
fault ii ud ing. The higher class made use of such 
judgments against the authors: the authors, with 
somewhat less decorum, proceeded iu the same man- 
lier against each other, — nay, against their patrons. 
If the public was not to bo awed, they endeavoured 
to take it by surprise, or gain it by humility ; and 
thus — apart from the movoincuts which shook Church 
and state to their inmost core — there arose such a 


literary ferment, that Voltaire himself stood in need 
of his full activity, aud his whole preponderance, to 
keep himself above the torrent of general disesteom. 
Already ho was openly called an old, capricious child ; 
his endeavours, carried on indeftitigably, were regarded 
as the vain efforts of a decrepit age; certain principles 
on which ho had stood during his whole life, and to 
the spread of which he had devoted his days, wore 
no more held in esteem aud honour ; nay, his Deity, 
by acknowledging whom he continued to declare liim- 
solf free from atheism, was not conceded him; and 
thus he himself, the grandsire and patriarch, was 
forced, like Uis youngest competitor, to watch the 
present moment, to catch at uew power, to do his 
friends too much good and his enemies too much 
harm, and, under the appearance of a passionate striv- 
ing for the love of truth, to act deceitfully and falsely. 

as^ it voith the trouble to have led such a great, 
? c V’’ ^ ^ wero ou d hi greater dependence than 
i a egunl How insupportable such a position 
w did «ot escape bis high mind, his delicato seusi- 
6,1 hiffiself ^ lea l ,s aud thrusts, 

CrdluL f 3 l“ ura ® ur - carried a few of his 
sword-cuts too far, at which friends aud Gnomics, for 



one muse ptui;, huuvvuu iPiiBiuauivun uiuigimuv, rui uYury- 

one thought lie could play the superior to him, though 
ho one could equal him. A public wliich 07 >ly hears 
the judgment of old men becomes ovorwiso too soon, 
and nothing is more unsatisfactory than a mature judg- 
ment adopted by an immature mind. 

To us youths, before whom, with our German love 
of truth and nature, honesty toward both ourselves 
nud others hovored as the best guide, both in life and 
learning, the factious dishonesty of Voltaire and the 
perversion of so many worthy subjects became more 
aud more annoying; and we daily strengthened our- 
selves in our aversion from him. He could never 
cease degrading religion and the sacred books, for tho 
sake of injuring priestcraft , 1 as they called it, and had 
thus produced in me many an unpleasant sensation. 
But when I now learned, that, to weaken the tradition 
of a deluge, lie had donied all petrified shells, aud only 
admitted them as lusas natural, he entirely lost my 
eonlidencc; for my own eyes had, on the Baschbcrg, 
plainly enough shown me that I stood on the bottom 
of an old dried-up sea, among the emvitv of its orig- 
inal inhabitants. These mountains had cciioiuly been 
onco covered by waves, whether before or during the 
deluge did not concern me : it was enough that the 
valley of the llliine had been a monstrous lake, a bay 
extending beyond the reach of the eyesight; out of this 
I was not to be talked. I thought much more of ad- 
vancing in the knowledge of lands and mountains, let 
what \vould be the result. 

French literature, then, had grown old and genteel 
iu itself, and through Voltaire. Let us devote some 
further consideration to this remarkable man. 

'“Uni don so genanulon Pfaffon zu sehadon.” As wo have 
not ilia word for a priost which exactly expresses tho contempt- in- 
volved in “ I’faffo,” tho word “priostcrc^” has been introduced. 
—Tuans. 


with the heads of tho ('mill, and it {imliluMe iim« m turn 
connection, that he himaelf might ho one ol th" lii'juln 
of the earth also. No oun lias easily nmdn Idm-.oK ?«» 
dependent for tho sake of lining im lt’| »'ii« Ion C . Ho *"oii 

succeeded in subjugating minds: Urn imlum lvi*um»« 
his own. In vain did his oppnmmtM unfold Hiejr 
moderate talents and Uunr monstrous huto : tu'lhing 
succeeded in injuring him. 'Dio omul lie t imid never 
reeoueilu to himself; but, by way of i«»n, 

foreign kings were his tributaries ; CaUmt ino, and l*V«*d- 
eriok tho Great, CuhIiivuh of Sweden, Clnhdmu of 
Denmark, Peuiolmvsky of Poland, Horny of I *t 
Charles of Brunswick, acknowledged themselves bis 
vassals; oven popes thought they must coax him by 
some acts of indulgoneo. That Joseph the Seetmd laid 
kept aloof from him did not at all redound l«> I he 
honour of Lius prince ; for it would have done m» Imvm 
to him and bis undertakings, if, with mwh a line iot id- 
led and with such noble views, ho had hoou somewhat 
more practically clever , 1 and a bolter nppreeintor of tlm 
mind. 


What I lmvo stated here in a compressed form, and 
in §omo connection, sounded at that Lima as u riy of 
the moment, as a perpetual discord, uuniniieoled uitd 
uninstruclivo in our cars. Nothing wan heard lad- the 
praise of those who had gone before. Moniulliing good 
aud new was required, but tho newest was never liked, 
caicely had a patriot exhibited on the long inanimate 
stage iinUonal-Fronch, heart-inspiring subjects, m •litre |y 
a 10 Siege of Calais 1 ' gained onllmmastie, n))]»lmme, 
Uian tho piece together with all its national romnidos, 
onsi oicc empty, and in ovary sense ulijoc.luMmhUv 

difficult gofst^icli " -^'J’iIamb kin<l ° f 0,lutvill,!Ut h»r <!»o 



so often delighted me when a boy, were called weak; 
the name of this honest man had passed away: and 
how many authors could T not point out, for the sake 
of whom I had to endure tho reproach, that 1 judged 
like a provincial, if I showed any sympathy for such 
men and their works, in opposition to any one who was 
carried along by the newest literary torrent 1 

Thus, to our other German comrades, wc becamo 
more and more annoying. According to our view, 
according to the peculiarity of our own nature, we had 
to retain the impressions of objects, to consume them 
but slowly, and, if it was to be so, to let them go as 
lato as possiblo. We woro convinced, that by faithful 
observation, by continued occupation, something might 
bo gained from all things, and that by persevering zeal 
we must at last arrive at a point whore tho ground of 
the judgment may be expressed at the same time with 
the judgment itsolf. Neither did we fail to perceive 
that the great and noble French world offered us many 
an advantage and much profit, for Rousseau had really 
touched our sympathies. But, if we considered his 
life and his fate, he was nevertheless compelled to find 
the great reward for all he did in this, — that he could 
live un acknowledged and forgotten at Paris. 

Whenever wo heard the encyclopedists mentioned, 
or opened a volume of their monstrous work, wo felt as 
if wo were going between tho innumerable moving 
spools and looms in a great factory, whore, what with 
tho mere creaking and ratlliug; what with nil the 
mechanism, embarrassing both eyes and senses ; what 
with the mere incomprehensibility of an arrangement, 
tho parts of which work into each other in tho most 
manifold way ; what with tho contemplation of all that 
is necessary to preparo a piece of cloth, — we feel dis- 
gusted with the very coat which we wear upon our 
backs. 
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truo Gorman. But even bis point of view was too 
high, his circle of vision was too extended, for us In 
range ourselves -with him, and place ourselves nt his 
side. Nevertheless, his children of nature, whom lift 
continued to bring forward and diguify with grout 
rhetorical art, pleased us very much ; his bravo poach- 
ers and smugglers enchanted ns; aud this rabble after- 
ward throve but too well upou tho German Parnassus. 
It was he also, who, like Ilousseau, diffused a diagunt 
of social life, — a quiet introduction to tboso monstrous 
changes of tho world in which everything permanent 
appeared to sink. 

However, we ought now to put aside theso consid- 
erations, and to remark what influence theso two mon 
have had upon art. Even here they pointed, oven 
from here they urged us, toward nature. 

The highest problem of any art is, to produco by 
semblance the illusion of some higher reality. But it 
is a (also endeavour to realise the appearance uutil nt 
last only something commonly real remains. 

As an ideal locality, the stage, by the application of 
the laws of perspective to coulisses ranged one behind 
the other, had attained the greatest advantage ; and 
tins very gain they now wished wantonly to abandon, 
by shutting up the sides of the theatre, and forming 
real room-walls. With such an arrangement of the 
stage, the piece itself, the actors’ inode of playing, in a 
word, everything, was to coincide; and thus an entirely 
new theatre was to arise. 

The Trench actors had, in comedy, attained tho 
summit of the truo in art. Their residence at Paris ; 
their observations of the externals of the court; tho 
connection of the actors and actresses with tho highest 
classes, by means of love-affairs, — all contributed to 
transplant to the stage the greatest real ness aud seem- 


ugm, imey maao a great advance, n tney cuose iur 
ir pieces earnest and tragical subjects, in which the 
zen-lifo should not be wanting, used prose for tho 
her mode of expression, and thus banished unuat- 
1 verse, together with unnatural declamation and 
ticulation. 

It is oxtreniely remarkable, and has not been gouor- 
f noticed, that, at this time, even the old, severe, 
'tlnnical, artistical tragedy was threatened with a 
olution, wliieh could only bo averted by great 
Jilts and tho power of tradition. 

In opposition to the actor Locain, who acted His 
-ocs with especial theatrical decorum, with delibera- 
n, elevation, and force, and kept himself aloof from 
) natural and ordinary, camo forward a man named 
ifrosno, who declared war against everything un- 
airal, and in his tragic acting sought to express the 
;hust truth. This method might not have accorded 
111 that of tho other Parisian actors. He stood alone, 
kilo they kept together; and, adhering to his viows 
stiualoly enough, ho chose to leave Paris rather than 
er them, and came through Strasburg. There we 
v him play tho part of Augustus in “ Cinna,” that of 
ithridates, uiul others of tho sort, with the truest and 
jst natural dignity. Ho appeared as a tall, hand- 
ine man, more sleudev than strong, not, properly 
jaking, with au imposing, but nevertheless with a 
bio, pleasing demeanour. His acting was well cou- 
iered and quiet, without bciug cold, and forcible 
ough where force was required. Ho was a very well 
aclised actor, aud one of tho few who know how to 
rn the artificial completely into nature, aud nature 
mpletoly into tho artificial. It is really those fow 
lose good qualities, being misunderstood, always 
iginato the doctrine of false “ naturalness." 
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vc mugneu at nun; tor we uiougnt wc had od> 
ctl, that by old people nothing in the world that is 
hie awl good is, in fact, appreciated. " Old churches 
e dark windows: to know how cherries and Lorries 
2, we must ask children and sparrows.” These 
j our gibes and maxims; and thus that book, as 
very quintessence of senility, appeared to ns ns un- 
>ury, nay, absurd. “ All was to be of necessity,” so 
the book, “ and therefore there was no God.” But 
bfc not there be a Go d by necessity too ? asked we. 
indeed confessed, at the same time, that we could 
withdraw ourselves from the necessities of day and 
it, the seasons, the influence of climate, physical 
animal condition : we nevertheless felt within us 
elhing that appeared like perfect freedom of will, 
again something which endeavoured to eouutcr- 
uce this freedom. 

lie hope of becoming more uud more rational, of 
:iug ourselves more and more independent of exter- 
things, nay, of ourselves, we could not give up. 
word freedom sounds so beautiful, that we cniniot 
without it, even though it should designate an 
r. 

iOt ono of us had read the book through, for we 
id ourselves deceived in the expectations with 
oh we had opoued it. A system of nature was 
ouuccd ; and therefore we hoped to learn really 
othing of nature, — our idol. Physics and chem- 
U descriptions of heaven and earth, natural history 
anatomy, with much elso, had now for years, and 
to the last day, constantly directed us to tlio great, 
•ned world ; and we would willingly have heard 
1 particulars and generals about suns and stars, 
lots and moons, mountains, valleys, rivers and sens, 
1 all that live and move in them. That, in the 


truth and fiction 
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mucn me less nau i seen them : tor except Laocoon, 
the father, ami the Faun with the erofcola, there weie 
no casts iu the academy ; and whatever Oeser chose to 
say to us on the subject of those works was enigmat- 
ical enough. How can a conception of the end of art 
be given to beginners ? 

Director Vcrschaffcl’s reception was kind. I was 
conducted to tho saloon by one of his associates, 
who, after he had opoued it for me, left me to my 
own inclinations and reflections. Here I now stood, 
open to the most wonderful impressions, iu a spacious, 
four-cornered, and, with its extraordinary height, al- 
most cubical, saloou, iu a spaco well lighted from above 
by the windows under tho cornice; with the noblest 
statues of antiquity, not only ranged along the walls, 
but also set up one with another over tho whole area, — 
a forest of statues, through which one was forced to 
wind; a great, ideal, popular assembly, through which 
one was forced to press. All these noblo figures could, 
by opening and closing the curtains, be placed iu the 
most advantageous light; and, besides this, they were 
movable on thoir pedestals, and could be turned about 
at pleasure. 

After I had for a time sustained the first impression 
of bliis irresistible mass, I turned to those figures which 
attracted me the most; and who can deny that the 
Apollo Helvidero, with his well-proportioned colossal 
stature, his slender build, his free movement, his con- 
quering glance, carried off the victory over our feelings 
in preference to all tho others? I then turned to Laoc- 
oou, whom I here saw for the first time in connection 
with his sons. I brought to mind, as well as possible, 
the discussions and contests which had been held con- 
corning him, and tried to get a point of view of my 
own ; but I was now drawn this way, now that. The 
dying gladiator loug held me fast; but the group of 
Castor and Pollux, that precious though problematical 
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meals. I did not know how impossible it wuh ul oiuv. 
to nmnwt to one’s Holt' foe a sight ull'ordiug enjoyment. 
I forced myself to rolled; tiud, little us I succeeded 
in attaining uny noil of elournoHs, 1 fell Unit every 
individiml figure from lhis grout assembled marts wuh 
comprehensible, tluit every olijort wuh imturul and 
significant in itsolf. 

Nevertheless my ehiof attoiition wuh dirnoltul to 
Luoeoon ; and 1 decided for myself tlie fumouH ques- 
tion, why he did net shriek, hy declaring to myself 
that ho could not aliriuk. All the urlionn mid move- 
ments of the three ligures proceeded, uncording to my 
view, from the Urnl conception of tlm group. '1'liu 
wholo position — as forcible uh aiiisliml - • of the chief 
body was composed with reference to two impulses, — 
the Htrugglo against the HimkeH, mid the (light from the 
momentary bito. To soften thin pain, the abdomen 
must bo drawn in, and shrinking rendered impossible. 
Thus I also decided that the younger son wuh not bit- 
ton, and in other respects nought to elicit the mtistical 
morits of this group. I wrote a letter on the subject 
to Ocsor, who, however, did not allow any special ch* 
Loom for my interpretation, hut only replied to my good 
will with general tonus of encouragement. I wuh, 
howovor, fortunate enough to retain Unit thought, and 
to allow it to voposo in me for several years, until it 
was at last aunoxod to tlio wholo body of my experi- 
ences and convictions, in which roiiho 1 afterward gave 
it in editing my '* I'ropyhen." 

After a zealous contemplation of ho many miblinm 
plastic works, I was not to want a IWoUhIo of antique 
architecture. I found the east of a capital of the 
Rotunda, and do not deny, that at the sight of those 
acanthus loavos.aa Hugo as they were elegant, my faith 
in tho Northern architecture began somewhat to waver. 

This early sight, although so great mid so ofVuclivo 
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with but small results in the time immediately follow- 
ing. I could have wished much rather to begin a 
book, instead of ending one, with describing it ; for no 
sooner was the door of the noble saloon closed behind 
mo than I wished to recover myself again, — nay, I 
endeavoured to remove those forms, as being burden- 
some, from my memory : and it was only by a long, 
circuitous route that I was brought back into this 
splioro. However, the quiet fruitfulness of such im- 
pressions as are received with enjoyment, and without 
dissecting judgment, is quite invaluable. Youth is 
capable of this highest happiness, if it will uot be 
critical, but allows Urn excellent and the good to act 
upon it without investigation and discrimination. 



TWELFTH BOOK. 


Thk wanderer had now nt last reached home, — 
more healthy and cheerful than ou the first occasion, 
but still in his whole being there appeared something 
overstrained, which did not fully indicate montal health. 
At the very first I put my mother into such a position, 
that, between iny father’s sincere spirit- of order aud 
my own various eccentricities, she was forced to occupy 
herself with bringing passing eveuts into a certain 
medium. At Mayeuce a boy playing the harp hnd 
so well pleased me, that, as the fair was close at baud, 
I invited him to Frankfort, and promised to give him 
lodging aud to encourage him. In tin's occurrence 
appeared once more that, peculiarity which has cost 
me so much in my lifetime; namely, that I liked to 
see younger people gather around me, and attach them- 
selves to me, by which, indeed, I am at last encum- 
bered with their fate. Oue unpleasant experience after 
auother could not reclaim me from this innate impulse, 
which, even at present, and in spite of the clearest 
conviction, threatens from time to time to lead mo 
astray. My mother, being more clear-sighted than I, 
plainly foresaw how strange it would seem to my 
father, if a musical fair-vagabond went from such a 
respectable house to taverns and drinking-houses to 
earn his bread. Hence she found him with board 
and lodging in the neighbourhood. I recommended 
him to my biends, and thus the lad did not fare badly. 
After several years I saw him again, when lie had 
grown taller and more clumsy, without having ad- 
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did not think that this art would immediately become 
completely necessary to her. My father, leading a 
contented life amid his old tastes ancl occupations, was 
comfortable, like one, who, in spite of all hinderances 
and delays, carries oat his plaus. I had now gained 
my degree, and the first stop to the further graduating 
course of citizen-life was taken. My "Disputation” 
had obtained his applause: a furlhor examination of it, 
uud many a preparation for a future edition, gave him 
occupation. Dining my residence in Alsace, I had 
written many little poems, essays, notes on travel, and 
several loose sheets. Tie found amusement in bringing 
these under heads, in arranging them, and iu devising 
their completion, and was delighted with the expecta- 
tion that my hitherto insuperable dislike to see any of 
these things printed would soon cease. My sister had 
collected arouud her a circle of intelligent and amiable 
women. Without being domineering, she domineered 
over all, as her good understanding could overlook 
inncb, and her good will could often accommodate 
matters ; moreover, she was in the position of playing 
the confidant rather than the rival. Of my older 
friends and companions, I found in Horn the unalter- 
ably true friend and cheerful associate. I also became 
intimate with Liiese, who did not fail to practise and 
try my acuteness by opposing, with a persevering con- 
tradiction, doubt and negation to a dogmatic enthusiasm 
into which I too readily fell. Others by degrees en- 
tered into this circle, whom I shall afterward mention; 
but, among the persons who rendered my new resi- 
dence in my native city pleasant and profitable, the 
brothers Scblossor certainly stood at the head. The 
older, Hieronymus, a profound and elegant jurist, en- 
joyed universal confidence as counsellor. His favourite 
abode was amongst his books and papers, in rooms 



found him otherwise than cheerful and sympathising. 
In a more numerous society, too, he showed himself 
agreeable and entertaining; for his mind, by extensive 
reading, was adorned with all the beauty of antiquity. 
He did not, on occasion, disdain to increase the social 
pleasures by agreeable Latin poems ; and I still possess 
several sportive distiches which he wrote under some 
portraits drawn by me of strange and generally known 
Frankfort caricatures. Often T consulted with him as 
to the course of life and business I was now commenc- 
ing; and, if an hundredfold inclinations and passions 
bad not torn me horn tliis path, he would have been 
my surest guide. 

Nearer to me, in point of age, was his brother Georgo, 
who had again returned from Treptow, from the sorvico 
of the Luke Eugene of Wurtomberg. While bo bad 
advanced in knowledge of the world and in practical 
talent, lie had not remained behindhand in a survey 
of German and foreign literature. He liked, as before, 
to write in all languages, but did not further excite 
me in this respect, as 1 devoted myself exclusively 
to German, and only cultivated other languages so 
far as to enable me, in some measure, to read the best 
authors in the original. His houesty showed itself 
the same as ever; nay, bis acquaintance with tho w’orlcl 
may havo occasioned him to adhere with more severity 
and even obstinacy to his well-meaning views. 

Through these two friends, I very soon became 
acquainted with Merck, to whom I had not been un- 
favourably announced by Herder, from Strnsburg. This 
strange man, who had the greatest influence on iny 
life, was a native of Darmstadt. Of his early educa- 
tion I can say but little. After finishing his studies, 
he conducted a young man to Switzerland, where he 
remained for some lime, and carne back married. 
When I made his acquaintance, he was military 
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boldness, force, and Swift-liko gall, which are highly re- 
markablo from their origiual views of persons and 
things, but are at the same time written with such 
wounding power, that T could not publish them, even 
at presout, but must either destroy them, or preserve 
them for posterity as striking documents of tho secret 
discord in our literature. However, the fact, that in 
all his labours he went to work negatively and de- 
structively, was unpleasant to himself ; and he often 
declared that he envied me that innocent love of 
setting forth a subject winch arose from tho pleasure 
I took, both in tho origiual and Lite imitation. 

For the rest, his literary dilettantism would Imvo 
been rather useful than injurious to him, if lie had 
nob felt au irresistible impulse to enter also into tho 
technical aud mercantile department. For when lie 
once began to curse his faculties, and was beside him- 
self that he could not, with sufficient genius, satisfy 
his claims to a practical talent, he gave up now plastic 
art, now poetry, and thought of mercantile and manu- 
facturing undertakings, which wore to bring in money 
whilo they allordcd him amusement. 

In Darmstadt there was, besides, a society of vory 
cultivated men. Privy Councillor von llesso, Minister 
of the Landgrave, Professor Petersen, Rector Weuck, 
and others, were the naturalised persons whose worth 
attracted by turns many neighbours from other parts, 
and many travellers through the city. Tho wife of 
tho privy councillor aud her sister, Demoisollo Flachs- 
luud, were ladies of uncommon merit aud talents; the 
latter, who was betrothed to Harder, being doubly 
interesting from her own qualities, aud her attachment 
to so excellent a man. 

How much 1 was animated and advanced by this 
circle is not to be expressed. They liked to hear me 
read to them my works, oither completed or begun : 
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1 I in III ill, iiil'l If! I i* *1 In* , lit a ll '*1 1> ’ii 1>1 U* 
•I ll"l f*»l«lPM. I »«ll llilljV" ’111" •*u»l J.MlIlt 

! if » "ill'l It* ’I }-’ Midi |}f ,ii* )nl« • 

It" t Ml'. -L I ,111*1 ll-.ltt III I. 1 « . .ill " ll >1*1,114' It "tit 
•lift J’ltlf IJ»I" (} lllft", ll V til:' 1111*1*1 ,1 
Ip '>1, i , ii 1 1* • vv • l lli> *11 l.”.f !*■ »i ( tljxili * "lltiuii i, 

>|i»l>fl| I III •>il:‘||, ill*, k’ ■ *1 H> iiWii ll* . Hit SV", 
, w In i Min >( tilwiU t j*i..(« . I t<ifi *<*|ti i djMiirl 
lf-r, tiinl rV' i \ vv li"i" .mi-.iut.l Min .*|m svilh 

IV" I*' l»l*'l>’ ill" J-I Mill t wl|.i ill* * »*\ I || «l ( 111 * 
t »-iul*inmj; iii t iv" w,»ll > with v.nMv, i»f uj* 
l»l I'.lllllll* t If’ III (lll"1|l.*ll N Hlfl (llll *>>’. I||i\ |||;l 
M ll U I'll fit Illt'l 1 * 1 * 1111 ,’ lii’tlili"! I*n [If l‘l«'!l*t 
Tin* ’•I IM*’ j*Ul»* IJ'I" Iij.j’lf'l I * • tin* .,1*-|J||» I, 
ll' M* il , ill." > I|J*"1/1-*, f»i 1**1111 ll jf tvrfi Widilli, 
lilt' f'lU-il't ll* ill’ll uidi'Mlf, illi'i In 
•Mill I i* > f*il III **t|ll*l til" i*%l *l«*lu •* **f dl" "ill It > 

i i* It Ifi tit d<*n Im'-i' lit" iiit'if.i nf tin**" 

" I'll.-. I Mlliv VrllllUf-l 1.1 I'llli It 1*V 1HM-Ilr.il 
I if I* 'll iltl'l it l»f*H » I 'ill** 

lit*l lit’* fl f*I»' 1 "<| f«» Will" till *" 

" •*< win* It I will ti**l il**n\, rl<Mil\ uml «li t 
in tin «*i v I**, df |*»|Hi', ’ Ilit t I.-i 

llll«* till", / M ’ 111 V III) ,1 M*ll|i*,l* Ii/' w nil I* ) 
i’ii 1 i'll t •) i jt.linv" i*i 'xlu* < *1 iif*u* fili al, 


native friends of art. But, misled by tho example) 
of Herder and Bamaim, I obscured these very simple 
thoughts and observations by a dusty cloud of words 
and phrases, and, both for myself and others, darkened 
the light which had amen within rue. However, tho 
paper was well received, aud reprinted in Herder’s 
work on German manner aud art. 

Whereas, partly from inclination, partly with poet- 
ical and other views, I very readily oceupied myself 
with the antiquities of my country, ami sought to 
render them present to my mind, I was from time 
to time distracted from this subject by Biblical studies 
and religious sympathies ; since Luther’s life and deeds, 
which shine forth so magnificently in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, always necessarily brought me back to the Holy 
Scriptures, aud to the observation of religious feel- 
ings and opinions. To look upon the Biblo as a work 
of eompilutiou, which had gradually arisen, and had 
been elaborated at different times, was fluttering to 
my little self-conceit, since this view was thou by no 
means predominant, — much less was it received in 
the circle in which I lived. With respect to the chief 
sense, T adhered to Luther’s expression : in matters of 
detail, I went to Schmidt’s literal translation, and 
sought to use my little Hebrew ns well as possible. 
That there are contradictions in the Bible, no one will 
now deny. These they tried to reconcile by laying 
down the plainest passage as a foundation, and en- 
deavouring to assimilate to that those that were con- 
tradictory and less clear. I, on the contrary, wished 
to find out, by examination, what passage best ex- 
pressed tho sense of the matter. To this I adhorod, 
ftm * rejected the rest ns interpolated. 

lor a fundamental opinion had already confirmed 
itself in rue, without my being nblo to say whether 
it had been imparted to me, or had been excited iu 




ill ii 1 1 i •{‘■i * hi. it v** i* ' "• 1 i 1 up inip'n.iiu, 

i*i uj«)»lt« .dd" mid Immn \ In • ul ill*' |..iiiit :%iii nf 

tin’ nu'i.il ii * wall in tli*’ lil* i.uy I’lili'i* ft my III", 
iiiiti i’i 1«j lm i«'t’ ii*1i *1 u • >i will t»i\ l«d <* <n l ii' lily 
piiMlm tivo r.ij'iliil; uUI»**H.*li hi j* ti 1 1» u l-» i »•«»•«• « uo 

1 1 lit V In* lllln III ihlim nil i* 1 l t||‘|d|i .il in||. 

My tlii i iii>! inn, ll»i* 1 iil*|*' In l I” 1 * mu’ illy in > r -il 

to llli’. I hud, ii * i * tin* » a •’ in tin' i «* •<*'» llr lltir* 

limi of I ‘» i 'l-iiil i, nui itii.’iicii il * \» i.il tiiin* t. 
tin v, lni '1 i nit* to my ‘*lf «»* *jn mit« il Willi il. In wiiy nf 
l, Mill ft i ini In ;.* in iii in; I** rn>l .nui l‘.i« K t»*: nn. Tim 
I >ln itt iiiiliiiiiliii* * i of lli" nM ‘IV l uiii’iil, uml tlm 

ti'lnln iiti|«»/r u| th" Now, had ul t i<i> lr<l nn* in |mi> 
tiniliii iir>liiin •* i ; in a wind", indivd, it lunri i>n>i‘i ily 
u|*|«i’. tli'il to nn* ; lull in ns lit" 1 1 1 v 1 1 •" i It iiin l»’i.» ul (|m 
tlilli’ii’hl IhhiK’i it" nioi" |»*t |i|"\*-*l in*’ ; I Knew Imw 

to )"jiir-u’iit tu iiiv’."lf limn M‘*tntu .nn" faithfully mill 
in (>ui|K<r m.li'i, uml hud l*»i tnti.lt f»**liu?* f« n tli" l»n»| v 
to bo I’Vi’i - ul ill* to <|«i \s ii ) it nt t n 1 1 v do * s m v Mil" nf 
finding I Voi’i JiU'tn li'ii uvam l all •<* "tlilu:, l«*i til n l 
hiiw its i|riliniii"iiy ul iiii«". I iml only il*l<* ti'd il, 
lull I'oulil I’Yt’U fall in w ian." al-nil tt ; ami t i t ill 
jH’ifn tly Ii’Iii"|iiIht ( that, in inv < InMidiU famitii al 
/fill, l should hiW" "i»mj‘l"l*Tv l limit M VnUam*. on 
il'Toimt of Iha” Saul," if l i ‘iul'1 only Itav" pd ul. him. 
tin tlm ntliw Uuiul, "Vi«iy hnnl of h»»in-.l ms *• \ iy,at mu 
pli’iiiU'it nn* j«u',»dy : tin* ii*ti’|ah"irt a . l" th" linality, 
uml lotluma »>f tlm sshnh ditlm*-d mot" mill 

mom li}*ht, ! miviwd with joy, uml « < ml inum I to r\«*|-. 
"inn nil my w nlomwa on Mirh sutnuld" liudidoim. 

It. in In low 1 1 , that, lit Hit ";u!i"i j«’in«l, 1 tii«*«l to 
inilintn mv»"U into llm latimlioii of th" wmhl, uu 
{h'Ki’i’ihrd in uh hy th" liist hiHih of Mn-n, A t I now* 
thmij^hl to )irni’t’i'il nl"|*wi*i", uml in jiioj«*r md"i, 1 
wizud, iifiri u hm^ in(<imi|itioii. mi di" ’>«-< i»u*l honk, 
lint whut n dilh’iniu’" I dust mi tin* fillin’* i of rhihl- 
Imud hnil vuuinhi‘d fiuiu my lifn, ho did I Ii ml din 


I Illl* 1 «»'l • IKlIlt' > a * • \ j'- • 1 1 « « { tin** !■> 

r s J-i* • l JU I* *\ lln| >l( (lit \\fl*l . ’ Nnsv 

**•*• i» II* V. I* ill t- ft*l I *S | l. will- h ],mSS 1 ( 1 . ( 
l‘.Hl tin’ j-.jl** at tlililtlm mMi* it t (t(i« 

ill 1\1 n. I * »• 1 tilin'- ! It till- nil* « I • *1 lit 

iml*-i ti«.- -tans ls* (\«u, .1 1 ) s " v till luci null 1 1 ’ 

| *1 Milt] • ill ill'll tt,»t Ill'll lull, I!, ,1 i Miol.nl 

fin- ll\*’ 'll * U»l!l Mil J* »l*al*l" ||flll>i« (Hill 
ut im hi * ami |- • i . ami in tiiii It'll 

»' l Jit*! i»*n • 1 I h.,4 ,| r , 

th.it it v.i • in! I'tti Tin ( '• it 1 1 1 1 1 1 !• 1 1 1 it- 1 it t 

I tl>» liti'l* *, tliit ill*’ 1 *•■» 

W iili'l* I thlfll/h tin* *!• 'll f.'j s**|-, 

' f*.| il • !»*'lt tlin* , ui»*l I till ’■ I ftiu* it fli.il | 

ii’* n(ii- i\ n> i l it i**n • a » t*« tin* * haia* l< i 

(in* N’l-ii IV i tin* nt wti t iii.t > til** h«<ni im 

, With III! Jt lull f.'t ill *'li.. || # I ill*] Imt 

hill, with I**! i- ami till* > 1 1 * i • hint* <1 in 

I Sih'*!* ••Hi** \v*-i«(. " 'I In 1 i lolij'i'li I ■ litas i**ii- 

n h . t1.*i. j-l*wnh*l fills lh«- r*. |-* l *{•.<- • n* .( 

f il *4l ‘ III thi ' a} **, j ihntij’hl | 

iiiiil.t* id! <»tl > *4 th • i'i' l»i ■ *| hat j'llt ».f 

llii|'ill*'l at r»nt»* *• t with Ill'll** aliil i )> p iii - 
it* l (>l< t* ■! f>*i ms * H in a tu (ini w hat hIhiIiiimi 
m*l a* I’M 1 ** 1 »*• l» **• *ii*' mans ii* 1 1 it* i •* i it ** 

!#•* th*' » ht*T i»<th» lal» *!*» (t litr:*, Ssliiih ||ti>t 

II in“i*» ! »l»n |'- n* »l hs th** 1 1* I nhiii 

that *4 t>-/ •t*lii|f lh»’ ftiiiftil )*iiin ij*h* in j*i*-- 
I in m in, 1 imt' is fill fil («< a* * <• miiiflnlit 
1‘llt Withf'll I ilii'it h-il*l*’ .'Ui*» •• Nt’Srllhi' 
liml iua*i»* (hi- t*mnn>*|f;'V *4 llin •(*»• hum 
my »*ssii, an t m<nl*' ti ** ft «t hi ii httir, 

It l!n* » Jjal.i* 1 » l *4 • 1 ‘llilM |M •!**», ] SSm* 

t«i ••.•ml i.> .» n* vs hs ••! h* i ait i*lti> i< ] 1 < ■ \s 
i til* f th* m*' lu th** | «j--i vsa * that SSat* hss i*l*l 


of the time, railed *• 'I n»n, whuii pit*v»uh*«l aiming 
the hotter order of biuiim ami iiiimk 

Such tiling, which wen* produced by I 

printed ul my own cost in (1m following year, t«» Uy 
myself with t)m puldir. ; Hindu prevents of llmm, or 
sent thorn to Kioinmbevg'H shop, in older to gel tid 
of thorn an FiihI iih possible without deriving any piolit 
mynolf. Here uud thorn u luviuw mention^ thorn, now 
favourably, now unfavourably ; hut limy anon p.i^ved 
away. My father knpl tluuu carefully in bin ut «*li i vi* v i, 
otherwise I should not lmvn possessed a ropy of l bom. 

L ahull add liman, ua wall as anhio things * *f lb" Kind 
which 1 bavu found, to thu now edition of my works. 

Sinco 1 had really boon aoduood itilo the sybillnie 
style of Huo.h papers, m wall an into (bn publication, 
of thorn, by ll'anuuiu, thia hoo.iuh lo me it pioper pirn" 
to make mention of thin worthy und iulluonlial iimu, 
who was limn iih groat u mystery to ua im he biot 
alwaya remained to hia native country. Ilia "Moriiilin 
Memorabilia” waa muni especially liked liy those |*er- 
aona wlto could not adapt Ihumaelves to t)m dazzling 
spirit of tho limn. It wan mispueled that bo wan 
a profound, well-grounded man, who, aorumloly «r- 
quail tied with thn public, wuvld uiul with Uloi.ituro, 
allowed of somolhiug myalmioua and unfathomable, 
and ox pressed himself on thia subject in n maimer 
quite his own. Uy those who tlmn ruled tlm lileiulmu 
of the day, ho waa indued cnnaulcrcd an ahstimio 
mystic; but nn napiriug youth hu Ifured themselves to 
bo attracted by him. ICvett tho " Qtiint>iii4licdandM,'* 
as they wovo called, — hnlf in jeat, half in earnest, 
those pious souls, who, without profeaaing tin UliSel Ve‘l 
mombors of any society, formed nn inviaiblc church, - 
« i .!' c A ^ l ^ 1 ’ attention to him; while to my friend 
hraulom von Kluttonborg, and no Iohh to her friend 
Kosov, tho “ Magus from thu North” waa u welcome 
appantion. Xooplo put thomsolvos thu more in mm- 



r«t l*\ lllll"W M'dd* IK Mill 'HIM' * >, I'lll 

rlt 'i IM'I >'* !*' *1 li»*w f>* in jitif ittt tlii i l**\»llll 

IdflV *’> i )l> *)1 ; *)l| ill*' f’H ll tliii 1 1 

I 1 *** .|i|» ill v » »ti M*> > ». it w»oil*l liiiv*' )«•! ii r r>y 

i«|** it l * •)»•* »*i •!»- iml t *'ij v i iii* j|i nri'-iin- f»ij 
>m ui lit* iihtM* I Wit > l t«n fiH.l ; mi), 

I uii mi»l*t il<»u*Um* uifl tmihinl >»}«j«i.*\,il win 
i, lli.tl li titiniti un*t< il»>>*k il»*i j>*mn*'\ 

t*nu; I’* I i.u tit i t*li I >ni, u * lift* j »i » - • it I « ' i it 

■l l % * l»’ «»1 « «ul. lli.tl i"l>l until, i«*i mu' iitiiiw i 

L »!•'« ‘mill, l> lui li«*l it( »*li* ** , l li'ilU'li it f 1 1*- lit 1 1 V 

*lt»l*ll» '** V. t< i.'J'l tl|« l ->l tl | I*'. Iwn 

fimii lit* - l*» lil t ]m(i>*ii, w|ii< || 

1 1 lll> <11 V 1*1 111*' W*'li*ll*'U't {Mttlll* t Ittul ‘■III** III) 
Ulltlt**l 

:«l , 1(1 l|inl<-| <t I 1 fllll{’ Will III *1 l«* II I l*'»l{.* 

nun liK'ii hn*l lti<*ii{'lil lli*t nllu'i mil' | * i • *ii -I in 

>li fii'>lit**u (|i*’\ It t*l ll* il* «l iitiii With U’lfi 

l In* •* *•( lit** Nnillt.’ >m*t |tii*iitf)il llnil 

>1 >“iit mu*’ l*» »-ilut>ii ttiiit»'il with it irii'innl 
>)t«i fWi ii|t* i*ly in l li*> " l 'l**n*t"/ ait uil*-i |*i»-> *» 
l*ll|< Mrmi.l.tl.lll l,*' In* Ii4*l {'ll* II :;**l|l* ! i>H*’ll**', 

‘•ii It** n**w jiiil‘h >lt> ‘l tin* ’ ( i it .t>l< ) *>f ,i I'ltilol 
**n lit l * lilt* j> t{*i* »*f will* It Wil t 1*1 In* *'*-**|l, 

I* ill** {fiiitl j>l*<llli’ ••( tt Jt* •* It** ! 1*1111, toil it I *»**, tilt 

lh*» fit '-t {•!*?• >. it l.tij/** • «*• I,. * «l m «*««!, iiinl 
f i lit* » f*i i«>iii({* t th K < («'!**, w Iki *il*»««l Irt'/dii* 

ill lt»*l*' » III llo il I IctM't, jii itl** nil i* ft* *'r*lt»i{*ly 
ll't llj'j* ilXlli* I*. )»t will'll I> 4 llillu >ll»il*)l lull '»!•*, 
Ii lli** »ul)>i*i *li>l u»>l <»)*|>|dii*, w*n l*< I*** imi*!»» 

i*‘K ,|,M I*. lJ>*'»** i **••** iiiip'D)* w*’)l inin«l*'(l *iu»J 

* ]>*'«*]<1** it lit - lit -f;|> I t**||, W)|l>ll Will l‘\||tl*ll*«| 
ut|i"i, w Ii* i, ifl Kfih.; * >li1i«.l iiv il, ttltlll] I m *1 U 
>mi*''li«*u Mix ml* i* -l m (lli * iii'iii wn i, l»*\v- 

*V *t \ tt krjtl .tit*.' 1,V II* W ll**, t ■'llliltlltll!* Ill 
unli'ii* >■ with ii* iin*| lift l"-l inllii*l. 'itiinmiiii • 


IntMiiliimiy imtii. In llii'M’ hr|«»m'* *l hi ‘Mlupn ‘ »m*i 
tinljn's, iilMMlril in ill'* h'nutff ■* *7 / t'l'i-'i, lilt <1 
whirli linm n \riy '«ihg\ilitv I )•>» ♦ * m» 

iiIiiionL i nmplrli' jt*U uf In « \\ • *i K uiul .1 mn 

i in 1 11 >1 1 unt r*siy mi I Iriilrin pii/o 1 >>in 1 ititij.; lh*» 

origin 0! lunginw* in wlmli, in lli»* nmi j***uh.u mm- 
nrr, ho (tiinwri lln'>lu'‘ nf light lhr> •■j>r* 11m 11 »*( 

Honli’i. 

I iln uni givr up (h«* lio|*o nl MtjTtiuli-ii'lui^ in v • Ji, 
Hi ill. Ii'trl fill lliri ill}.:, nil niiliiili «•! 1 1 tihi.ilin :< 
nml limn. \vU«'H lUi’-'i' iUn-umi-nl‘1 no u* r *-mi tin* 

jinMir, i(- will In* hint' In njH.ik iiii'ii* 1 I** i*l 1 i*f l 
itulhor, 1 1 i m imliiii' iiihI rliunu Ifi In Hi*’ im- mliiti*-. 
ItuWnvor, l will li»'li» iiililuri' i.niui'l lilln; 1 mu ‘linin' lun». 
I'MjllV iiilly mi I'uiini’iil im'ii in t* > -I ill In unt win* h*Il u 
grnil irgunl fui 1 1 i tn. 11 lit I wlit'.i- if • nl *'i *i.n*.li*m 
will lin Vi 'iy Wi'lmum tn Ini'. Tin* | -i 1 m 1 ] «)■* !*• wlu*li 

nil I Iuiiiiimii'm i'\|ii 'inini limy In* n-h-iinl r* tin- ‘ All 

that uimi mulct tukivi (1* jH'ifm u». wlo-ilui l<\ il»**l, l*i 
wui'il, nr 1 »tl in 1 w i' l', lull'll jiiuintl f 1 * *tn nil In > j *»v*» t * 
iiniCi’tl : r wry thing omUlml i*i vnillih- A 1*1 
maxim, lml lninl in lulluw. Tn lil<' m»l ml »l »y 
iniirnl In’ ujijilii'il : hill, in rVi’iy 1 niiituiiuii «»U»*n l»y 
WiUiIh, llml in tint uMully | »t ««•! t* *. linn* >•»» 1 1 **' 
ciiiihuiy, 11 rn 1 n I ililliinlly; fur <1 wool mini >*v*r 
ilHitlj, isnlnlu ilMulf, in uiilrr In imy **i » f % mullmtig. 

Man, whiln !m upi'iik.’i, mm. I, fur llm iiiuiim nl. !«■ •• *•!*.** 
uni'-.'tiili'il : tln*ii* in itu i ixn nniii i^ it I om, m> nr hti» ln>n. 
willumt M'Vt’lillg. NnW, (tiuru 1 ] ii lllilllll. 1*1111* f*>t .ill, 
opjimrA lliin Hi'jimtvUnn, timl limni'n' !»»• lull, un.ivtiuA, 
anil thought in unity, rho** in nj«.ik in titnl \ lik*-* 
witm, uiul in ii'ijuiii* llm mi mu of ».(h*-i |ii*ii*no' ml** 
opposition will, hi:* own ntv In, uiul villi nil I hill •■ill* 1 * 
pl'iiiluri'll. Tu prntltirn dm ikh', In- (in 1 1’fi'i i* 

gniHpH ut ovnfy I'li'iiu'iil : tin* il**i*j*« • • 1 uml um' l mv to .1) 
cuuUimpliiliuiiM in whirl 1 nuliim uiul nuinl inn l • .i* Ii 



which beam forth from such a contact, significant im- 
ages which float in these regions, forcible aphorisms 
from sacred ami profane writers, with whatever else of 
a humourous kind could be added, — all this forms the 
wondrous aggregate of his style and his communications. 
Now, although one cannot joiu him in his depths, can- 
not wander with him on his heights, cannot master the 
forms which float before him, cannot from an infinitely 
extended literature exactly find out the sense of a pas- 
sage which is only hinted at, we find, that, the more 
we study him, the more dim and dark it becomes; and 
this darkness always increases with years, because his 
allusions were directed to cortain definite peculiarities 
which prevailed for the moment in life and in litera- 
ture. In my collection there nro some of his printed 
shoots, whore he has citod with his own hand, in the 
margin, tho passages to which his hints refor. If one 
opens them, there is again a sort of equivocal double 
light, which appears to us highly agreeable: only one 
must completely renounce what is ordinarily called 
understanding. Such leaves merit to be called sybil- 
line, for this reason : that one cannot consider them iu 
and for themselves, but must wait for an opportunity 
to seek refuge with their oracles. Evory time that one 
opens them, one fancies one 1ms found something new; 
because the sense which abides iu every passage touches 
and excites us iu a curious manner. 

I never saw him, nor did I hold any immediate com- 
munication with him by correspondence. It seems to 
mo that he was extremely clear in the relations of life 
and friendship, and that he lmd a correct feeling for the 
positions of persons among each other, and with refer- 
ence to himself. Whatever letters of his I saw were 
excellent, and much plainer than his works, because 
here the reference to time, circumstances, and personal 
affairs was more clearly prominent. I thought, how- 


wiser find mom slnewd limn hm cmicspmidrnl*. w urn 
ho treated rather ironically tlum hmiiily. If thin hold 
good only of single cases, it applied to the utajmiCy, m 
far as my own observation wonl, urn I was Urn muse 
that T never felt a desire to approach him. 

On tlio other linml, u kindly lilmary commmmulimi 
betwoon Ilordor and ua wiih niuinluincd with great 
vivacity; though it wmni pity Unit Im cmild imt. tc'-p 
himself quiet. Hut Ilordor never left oil bin leasing 
and scolding; and muoh wan not required In iiiilaln 
Morck, who also contrived to excite mo to impatience. 
Because Ilordor, among all autlmlH and mon, neoineil 
to rospoct Swift most, ho was among us called dm 
"Dean;" and this gavo further occasion t»» nil anils id 
perplexities and annoyances. 

Nevertheless, we wore highly pleased when wo 
learned that lie wan to have mi appointment nt 
BUckoburg, which would bring him double honour; 
for his now patron had tlm highest fiiino mm n clear* 
headed and bravo, though oeeonlrie, umn. TIioihuh 
A bbt had boon known and celebrated in thin hci vice: 
his country still mourned his death, and wiih pleased 
with tlio monumont which his patron had creeled for 
him. Now Hordor, in the place of tho untimely do* 
ceased, was to fulfil all those hopes which bin predo* 
cossor had so worthily excited. 

The epoch in which this happened gave n double 
brilliancy and valuo to such an appointment ; for miv- 
eral Gorman princes already followed tho example of 
the Count of hippo, inasmuch an they look into llndr 
service, not merely learned men, and men of husincMM, 
properly so called, but also persons of mind ami prom- 
ise. Thus, it was said, Klopstock had boon invited by 
the Margrave Charles of Baden, not for real bind moms, 



out uini oy ins presence lie might impart a grace ana 
bo useful to the higher society. As now tho regard 
felt for this excellent prince, who paid attention to all 
that was useful and beautiful, increased iu consequence; 
so also was the veneration for Klopstock not a little 
heightened. Everytliing that emanated from him was 
held dear anti valuable, and we carefully wrote down 
his odes and elegies os wo could get them. Wo were 
therefore highly delighted when the great Landgravine 
Caroline of II esse -I)a r mstad t made a collection of 
thorn; and we obtained possession of one of the few 
copies, which enabled us to complete our own manu- 
script collection. Hence those first readings have long 
been most in favour with us, — nay, wo have often 
refreshed and delighted ourselves with poems which 
the author afterward rejected. So true it is, that tho 
life which presses forth out of a “ fine soul ” works with 
the greater freedom the less it appoars to be drawn by 
criticism into the department of art. 

Klopstock, by his character and conduct, had man- 
aged to attain regard and dignity, both for himself and 
for other men of talent; now they wero also, if possi- 
ble, to be indebted to him for tho security and improve- 
ment of their domestic condition. For the book trade, 
in tho previous period, had more to do with important 
scientific books, belonging to the different faculties — 
with stock works, for which a moderate remuneration 
was paid. Rut the production of poetical works was 
looked upon ns something sacred, aud in this case the 
acceptance or increase of any remuneration would havo 
been regarded almost as siinony. Authors and pub- 
lishers stood in the strangest reciprocal position. Both 
appeared, accordingly as it was takon, as patrons and 
clients. Tim authors, who, irrespectively of their tal- 
ent, were gouomlly respected and revered by tho public 
as highly moral men, had a mental rank, and felt them- 
selves rewarded by tho succoss of their labours: the 



and enjoyed a considerable profit. But now opulence 
again set the rich bookseller above the poor poet, 
and thus everything stood in the most beautiful equi- 
librium. Magnanimity and gratitude were not unfits- 
quent on cither side, Bveitkopf and Gottsclicd lived, 
all their lives, as inmates of the same house. Stingi- 
ness and meanness, especially that of piracy, wove not 
yet in vogue. 

Nevertheless, a general commotion lmd arisen among 
the German authors. They compared their own very 
modecato, if not poor, condition, with tho wealth of the 
eminent booksellers: Urey considered how great was 
the fame of a Gellort, of a Rabener, aud iti what nar- 
row domestic circumstances a universally esteemed 
German poet must struggle on, if lie did not render 
life easy by some other calling, liven the mediocre 
and lesser minds felt a strong desire to seo their 
situation improved, — to make themselves freo of tho 
publishers. 

Now Klopstock came forward, and offered his “ Re- 
public of Letters” (“ Gelclirten-Republik ”) for subscrip- 
tion. Although the lattor cantos of “ The Messiah,” 
partly on account of their subject, partly on account of 
the treatment, could not produce tbo same ofifect ns Uio 
earlier ones, which, themselves pure and innocent, 
camo into a pure and innocent time, the same respect 
was always maintained for tho poet, who, by tho publi- 
cation of his odes, had drawn to himself the hearts, 
minds, and feelings of many persons. Many woll- 
thinking men, among whom wore several of grout 
iufitionee, offered to secure payment beforehand. This 
was fixed at a louis d'or, the object being, it was snid, 
uob so much to pay for the book, as on this occasion 
to reward the author for liis services to his country. 
Now every one pressed forward ; ovon youths and 
young girls, who had not much to expend, opened their 



middle classes, contributed to this holy offering; and 
perhaps a thousand subscribers, all paying in advance, 
were collected. Expectation was raised to the highest 
pitch, and confidence was as great as possible. 

After tills, the work, on its appearance, was to 
experience the strangest result in the world: it was, 
indeed, of important value, but by no means univer- 
sally interesting. Klopstock’s thoughts on poetry and 
literature were set forth in the form of an old German 
druidical republic: his maxiins on the true and false 
were expressed in pithy, laconic aphorisms, in which, 
however, much that was instructive was sacrificed to 
the singularity of form. For authors and litterateurs, 
the book was and is invaluable ; but it was only in this 
circle that it could be useful and effective. Whoever 
had himself been thinking followed the thinker; he 
who knew how to seek and prize what was genuine, 
found himself instructed by the profound, honest man ; 
but the amateur, the general reader, was uot enlight- 
ened, — to him the book remained sealed; and yet it 
had been placed in all hands; nrnl, while every ono 
expected a perfectly serviceable work, most of thorn 
obtained one from which they could uot get the 
smallest taste. The astonishment was general ; but 
the esteem for the man was so great, that no grum- 
bling, scarcely a murmur, arose. The young and beau- 
tiful part of tho world got over their loss, and now 
freely gave awny the copies they had so dearly pur- 
chased. I received several from kind female friends, 
but none of them have remained with mo. 

This undertaking, which was successful to the author, 
but a failure to the public, had the ill consequence, 
that there was now no further thought about subscrip- 
tions and prepayments ; nevertheless, the wish had 
becu too generally diffused for the attempt not to be 
renewed. The Dessau publishing-house now offered to 


sity, so long pninfnlly folt, Jigiiin tvwftkoncu ft g\Ci\0 
confidence ; but, this could not last long : and, after ft 
brief endeavour, the parties separated, with a loss on 
both sides. 

However, a speedy connmi mention among Lhc friends 
of literature was already introduced. The Muscnttl* 
manache * united all the young poets with each other : 
the journals united the poet with other authors. Die 
pleasure I found in production was boundless ; to what 
I had produced I remained indiflerent ; only when, in 
social circles, l made it present to myself mid others, 
my affection for it was renewed. Moreover, many 
persons took au interest in both my larger and smaller 
works, because I urgently pressed every one who felt 
in any degree inclined and adapted to production, to 
produce something independently, after his own fash- 
ion, and was, iu turn, challenged by all to new poetis- 
ing and writing. These mutual impulses, which were 
carried even to an extreme, gave every one a happy 
influence in his own fashion : and from this whirling 
and working, this living and letting-live, this taking 
and giving, which was carried on by so many youths, 
from their own free hearts, without nny theoretical 
guiding-star, according to the innate character of each, 
and without any special design, arose that famed, 
extolled, and decried epoch in literature, whon a mass 
of young, genial men, with all that audacity and 
assumption such ns are peculiar to their own period of 
youth, produced, by the application of their powers, 
much that was good, and, by the abuse of those, much 
ill-feeling and mischief ; and it is, indeed, the action 
and reaction which proceeded from this source, that 
form the chief theme of this volume. 

1 Annual publications devoted to poetry only. — Tuans. 
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how are they to excite interest among those of their 
own ago, if tliey are not animated by lovo, and if affairs 
of tho heart, of whatever kind they may bo, arc not 
living witliiu them? I had in secret to complain of a 
love I had lost : this made mo mild and tolerant, and 
more agreeable to society than in those brilliant times 
when nothing reminded me of a want or a fault, and I 
went storming along completely without restraint. 

Frederica’s answer to my farewell letter rout my 
heart. It was the same hand, the same tono of 
thought, the same feeling, which had formed itself for 
mo and by me. I now, for the first time, felt the loss 
which she suflfored, and saw no means to supply it, or 
even to alleviate it. She was completely present to 
me ; I always felt that she was wanting to mo ; and, 
what was worst of all, I could not forgive myself for 
my own misfortune. Grctchen had been taken away 
from mo ; Annette had left me ; now, for the first 
time, I was guilty. I had wounded the most lovely 
heart to its very depths ; and tho period of a gloomy 
repentance, with the absence of a refreshing love, to 
which I had grown accustomed, was most agonising, 
nay, insupportable. But man wishes to live, aud hence 
I took an honost interest in others : I sought to dis- 
outangle their embarrassments, and to unite what was 
about to part, that they might not have the same 
lot as myself. They were hence accustomed to call 
me tho “ confidant,” and, on account of wandering about 
the district, tho “ waudoror.” For producing that peace 
of miud, wliich I felt beneath the open sky, in the 
valleys, on tho heights, in tho fields and in the woods, 
the situation of Frankfort was serviceable, ns it lay 
in tho middle between Darmstadt and Hamborg, two 
pleasant plaeos, wliich are on good terms with each 
othor, through the relationship of both courts. I 
accustomed myself to live on the road, and, like a 
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concern mo, dined at one of tlio groat inns in tho High 
Street, and, after dinner, wont farther on my way. 
More thau ever was I directed to Oho open world nud 
to free nature. On my way I sang to mysolf strnngo 
hymns and dithyrambics, of which one, entitled "The 
"Wanderer's Storm-song " (“Wanderer’s Sturmlicd "), 
still remains. Tins half-nonsense 1 sang aloud, in an 
impassioned manner, when 1 found myself in a terrific 
storm, which I was obliged to meet. 

My heart was untouched and unoccupiod : I consci- 
entiously avoided all closer connection with women ; 
and thus it remained concealed from me, that, inatten- 
tive uud unconscious as T was, an amiable spirit was 
secretly hovering around me. It was not until many 
years afterward, nay, until after her death, that I 
learned of her secret, heavenly love, in a manner that 
necessarily overwhelmed me. J3ut 1 was innocent, and 
could purely and honestly pity an innocent being ; nay, 
I could do this the more, as the discovery occurred at 
an epoch when, completely without passion, I had tho 
happiness of living for myself and my own intol- 
leetunl inclinations. 

( At the time when I was pained by my grief at 
hrederiea’8 situation, I again, after my old fashion, 
sought aid from poetry. Ingain continued tho poetical 
confession which 1 had commenced, that, by this sclf- 
torinenting penance, I might bo worthy of an internal 
absolution. The two Marias in “Gotz von Borlichin- 
gvn and “ Clavigo," and the two bad characters who 
act tho parts of their lovers, may have bceu tho results 
of such penitent rcfleclious. 

hut ns in youth one soon gets over injuries and 
< isoascs, because a healthy system of organic life can 
supp ant a sick one, and allow it time to grow healthy 
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ice did not satisfy us : we continued our movement late 
into the night. For as other exertions fatigue the 
lxxly, so does this give it a constantly new power. Tho 
full moon rising from the clouds, over the wide noctur- 
nal meadows, which were frozen into fields of ice ; tho 
night-breeze, which rustled toward us on our course ; 
the solemn thunder of the ice, which sank as the water 
decreased ; the straugo echo of our own movements, — 
rendered the scenes of Ossian just present to our 
minds. Now this friend, now that, uttered an ode of 
Klopstoek’s in a declamatory recitalivo ; nud, if wo 
found ourselves together at dawn, the unfeigned praise 
of the author of our joys broke forth : 

“And should he not bo immortal, 

Who such health and pleasures for ua did find, 

As the horse, though bold in his course, never gave, 

And as even the ball is without?'’ 

Such gratitude is earned by a man who knows how 
to honour and wortliily extend au earthly act by spir- 
itual incitement. 

And thus, as ehildreu of talent, whoso mental gift.? 
have, at an early period, been cultivated to an extraor- 
dinary degree, return, if they cau, to the simplest sports 
of youth, did we, too, ofteu forget our calling to more 
serious things. Nevertheless, this vory motion, so 
often carried on in solitude, — this agreeable soaring in 
undetermined space, — again excited many of iny in- 
ternal wants, which had, for a time, lain dormant ; and 
I have been indebted to such hours for a more speedy 
elaboration of older plans. 

The darker ages of German history bad always occu- 
pied my desire for knowledge and my imagination. 

o thought of dramatising “ Gotz von Be]'lichingo^,' , 
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mul made u custom among uh- uruu.m-, o, 
discord, hy foreign campaigns, t»v (In* - ■ih-.mIi-n p“ 
cially, ui id oven hy judicial ti^ge*. To (In* em|H*ro» a * 
well (t.s to the powerful estates, llif-s** nijUiiM •!«'•« "« »'* 
extremely annoying; while through them. ihc 
powerful became troublesome In «nu*lt nl I mm . uinl. if U«\V 
combined, to tho great ulso. All otilwuid nl length ini'i 
paralysed, while intrnml order wan iNnanl, .uni, 
besides thin, a great pint "f the country \u\h l»H • «* 
cumbered with llio Vfhnujn'ifht, of tin' h"Ji"»‘ol "hi« ii 
a notion may bo formed, if we think that it dig.-nmoi'd 
into a secret poliee, which at hod* oven fell mt" lh»* 
hands of private pornoim, 

Many attempts to ulcer (ignited these evil** had l“ ,,, n 
mado in vain, until at last the estates mgrutly pi" 
posed a court formed from among ihmip'dw «. lh»* 
proposal, well-meant ns it might Imve heeti, m>vi*ilh«*l«* • > 
indicated an extension of the privileges of ih«* ••■let* >. 
and a limitation of the imperial power. V ndcr Kicl.-i »■ h 
III. the matter in delayed : hia eon Maximilian. Uuog 
pressed from without, emuplie.**. lie appoints tin* ehwf 
judge, the estates amid the uHse.lnnts. Thmc wne t" 
be four and twenty of them, hot nl lit si lweh»* ui** 
thought Hullicient. 

A universal fault, of which men uve guilty in lh» u 
undertakings, wuh Urn Ural ami perpetual fundament s l 
defect of Urn [mpmial Chamber *. iimuilieiout humic* 
were applied to a grout end. Tin* number of the «<•**< 
sors was too small, liow was tin* dillieull and »*vl*n 
sivo prohlom to he solved hy them ( I hit who mu hi 
urge an oilieiont arrangement if The empmor » *'iihl 
not favour an institution which seemed to work non.* 
against him tlmn for hint: far more reason had he t»* 
couiploto the formation of his own court,’ his own 
council. 11, mi the other hand, wo rcgiitd tin* inlet t 
of tlio estates, all that they could properly have to 
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those, on the other baud, who legally disputed abovit 
possession, lived, enjoyed, or starved, as they could; 
they died, wero ruined, or made it up; but all this was 
the good or evil of individual families, — the empire 
was gradually tranquillised. For the Imperial Cham- 
ber was endowed with a logal club-law against the 
disobedient: had it been able to hurl the bolt of ex- 
communication, this would have been more effective. 

lint now, what with the number of assessors, which 
was sometimes increased, sometimes diminished ; what 
with the many interruptions ; what with the removal 
of the court from one place to another, — these arrears, 
these records, necessarily increased to an infinite extent. 
Now, in the distress of war, a part of the archives was 
sent for safety from Spire to Aschaffcuburg ; a part to 
Worms; the third fell into the hands of the French, 
who thought they had gained the state-archives, but 
would afterward have been glad to get rid of such a 
chaos of paper, if any one would but have furnished the 
carriages. 

During the negotiations for the peace of Westphalia, 
tho chosen meu, who were assembled, piaiuly saw 
what sort of a lever was required to move from its 
place a load like that of Sisyphus. Fifty assessors 
were now to be appointed, but the number was never 
made up; the half of it was agaiu made to suffice, 
because tho expense appeared too great; but, if tho 
parties interested had all seen their advantages in the 
matter, tho whole might well have been afforded. To 
pay five and twenty assessors, about one hundred 
thousand florins ( gulden ) were required, and how easily 
could double that amount have been raised in Germany l 
Tin* proposition to endow the Imperial Chamber with 
confiscated church property could not pass, for how 
could tho two religious parties agree to such a sacri- 
ce ? The Catholics wore not willing to lose any 
more; and the Protestants wished to employ wJmt 
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shaken, and done. Without mquirmg wuutuui « 
his imperial right, without foreseeing tho possibility 
of a happy result, ho proposed a revival of tlio “ visi- 
tation," and hastened its opening. For one liuiidrocl 
ami sixty years no regular “ visitation ” bad takoii 
place: a monstrous chaos of papers lay swelled up and 
increased every year, since the seventeen assessors 
were not even able to despatch the current business. 
Twenty thousand cases had been heaped up: sixty 
could be settled every year, and double that number 
was brought forward. Besides, it was not a small 
number of revisions that awaited the “ visitalors 
they were estimated at fifty thousand. Many other 
abuses, in addition to this, hindered the course of 
justice; but the most critical matter of all was tlio 
porsoual delinquency of some assessors, which ap- 
peared in the background. 

When 1 was about to go to Wetalav, the " visitation ” 
had been already for some years in operation, tlio 
parties accused bad been suspeuded from office, the 
investigation had been carried u long way ; and, be- 
cause the masters and commissioners of Gormau 
political law could not let pass this opportunity of 
exhibiting their sagacity and dovoting it to the common 
weal, several profound, well-designed works appeared, 
from which every one who possessed only some pre- 
paratory knowledge could derive solid instruction. 
\\ hen, on this occasion, they went back into the con- 
Kitutinn of the empire and the books written upon it, it 
uas striking to me how the monstrous eoudjlion of Lbis 
thoroughly diseased body, which was kept alive by a 
miracle alone, was Lite very thing that most suited tlio 
tamed, bur the venerable German industry, which 
was more directed to the collection and development 
o <. elai s than to results, found here au inexhaustiblo 
unpu se o new employment; and whether the empire 



wuo iu vim emperor, unu lessor to uhj greater 

estates, or the Catholics to the Protestants, there was 
necessarily always, according to the diversity of inter- 
est, a diversity of opinion, and always an occasion for 
now contests and controversies. 

Sinco I had rendered nil these older and newer 
circumstances as present to my mind as possible, it 
was impossible for me to promise myself much pleas- 
ure from my abode at Wetzlar. The prospect of 
fiudiug in a city, which was indeed well situated, but 
small and ill built, a double world, — first the domestic, 
old traditioual world, then a foreign new one, author- 
ised to scrutinise the other with severity, — a judging 
and a judged tribunal ; many an inhabitant in fear and 
anxiety, lest he might also be drawn into the impend- 
ing investigation ; persons of consideration, long hold 
iu respect, convicted of the most scandalous misdeeds, 
and marked out for disgraceful puuishmeut, — all this 
together made tho most dismal picture, and could not 
lure me to go deeper into a business, which, involved 
iu itself, seemed so much perplexed by wrong. 

That, excepting the German civil and public law, I 
should find nothing remarkable in the scientific way, 
that I should be without all poetical communication, 
I thought I could foreseo, when, after some delay, tho 
desire of altering my situation more than impulse to 
knowledge led me to this spot. But how surprised 
I was, when, instead of a crabbed society, a third 
academical life sprang toward me. At a large table- 
d'hdle I found a number of young, lively people, nearly 
nil subordinates to the commission: they gave me a 
friendly receptiou ; and the very first day it remained 
no secret to me, that they had cheered their moon- 
meetings by a romantic fiction. With much wit and 
cheerfulness they represented a table of knights. At 
tho top safe the grand master, by his side the chan- 
cellor, then tho most important officers of tho state; 



Strangers, on the other baud, who visited, were forced 
to be content with the lowest places ; and to these llio 
conversation was almost unintelligible, because tho lan- 
guage of the society, in addition to the chivalric expres- 
sions, was enriched with many allusions. To every one 
a name with an epithet was assigned. Me they called 
“Gdtz von Berlichiugen the honest.” The former T 
earned by the attention to the gallant Gorman patri- 
arch, the latter by my upright affection and devotion 
for the eminent men with whom I became acquainted. 
To the Count von Kiehnannscgg I was much indebted 
during this residence. He was the most serious of all, 
highly clever, and to be relied on. There was Vou 
Goud, a man hard to be deciphered and described, a 
blunt, kind, quietly reserved Hanoverian %uto. Ho 
was not wauting in talent of various kinds. It was 
conjectured concerning him that he was a natural son: 
ho loved, besides, a certain mysterious deportment, and 
concealed his most peculiar wishes and plans under 
various eccentricities ; as indeed he was, properly speak- 
ing, tho very soul of the odd confederation of knights, 
without having striven to attain the post of grand 
master. On the contrary, when, just at this time, tho 
head of the knighthood departed, ho caused another to 
bo elected, and through him exercised his influence. 
Thus he managed so to direct several little trifles, that 
they appeared of importance, and could bo carried out 
in mythical forms. Rut with all this no serious pur- 
pose could be remarked in him : he was only concerned 
to get rid of the tedium which ho and his colleagues, 
during their protracted occupation, necessarily felt, and 
to fill up the empty space, if only with cobwebs. For 
the rest, this mythical caricature was carried on with 
great external seriousness j and no one found it ridicu- 
lous if a certain mill was treated as a castle, and tho 
miller as lord of the fortress, if “ The Four Sons of 
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occasion of ceremonies, extracts from it were read with 
veneration. The dubbing of knights took place with 
traditional symbols, borrowed from several orders of 
knighthood. A chief motive for jest was the fact, that 
what was manifest was treated as a secret : the affair 
was carried on publicly, and yet nothing was to be 
said about it. The list of the wholo body of knights 
was printed with as much importance as a calendar of 
the imperial diet: and if families ventured to scoff at 
tliis, and to declare the whole matter absurd and ridic- 
ulous, they were punished by an intrigue being carried 
on until a solemn husband or near relation was induced 
to join the company and to be dubbed a knight; for 
then there was a splendid burst of malicious joy at the 
annoyance of the connections. 

Into this chivalrio state of existcnco another strange 
order had insinuated itself, which was to be philo- 
sophical and mystical, and had no name of its own. 
The first degree was called the “ Transition" the second 
tho “ Transition's transition,” the third the “ Transition’s 
transition to tho transition,” and the fourth the “ Tran- 
sition's transition to the transition’s transition.” To 
interpret the high sense of this series of degrees was 
now the duty of the initiated ; and this was (lone 
according to tho standard of a little printed book, in 
which these strange words were explained, or rather 
amplified, in a maimer stil 1 more strange. Occupation 
with these things was the most desirable pastime. The 
folly of Jlehrisch and tho perversity of Leuz seemed 
here to have united : T only repent, that not a trace of 
purpose was to bo found behind these veils. 

Although I very readily took part in such fooleries, 
had first brought into order the extracts from “ The 
Four Sous of Ilaimon,” nmdo proposals how they 
should be read on feasts and solemn occasions, and 
even understood how to deliver them myself with 



such things before; and therefore, as J missed my 
Frankfort and Darmstadt circles, I was highly pleased 
to have found Gottor, who attached himself to me with 
honest affection, and to whom 1 showed in return a 
hearty good will. His turn of mind was delicato, clear, 
and cheerful ; his talents were practised and well regu- 
lated ; he aimed at French elegance, and was pleased 
with that part of English literature which is occupied 
with moral and agreeable subjects. We passed together 
many pleasant hours, in which we communicated to 
each other our kuowledge, plans, and inclinations. Ho 
excited me to many little works, especially as, being in 
connection with the people of Gottingen, he desired 
some of iny poems for Boie’s “ Alnmnacli.” 

I thus came into contact with those, who, young 
and full of talent, held themselves together, and after- 
ward eifected so much and in such various ways. The 
two Counts Slolborg, Burger, Voss, Holly, and others 
were assembled in faith and spirit around IClopstock, 
whose intluouce extended in every direction. Jn such 
a poetical circle, which became more and more ex- 
tended, was developed, at the same time with such 
manifold poetical merits, another turn of mind, to which 
I can give no exactly proper name. It might be called 
the need of independence, which always arises in time 
of peaco, aud exactly when, properly speaking, oue is 
not dependent, lu war we bear the rude force as well 
as we can; wb feel ourselves physically and economi- 
cally, but uot morally, wounded ; the constraint shames 
no one, and it is no disgraceful service to servo the 
time ; wo accustom ourselves to suffer from foes and 
frieuds; we have wishes, but no particular views. In 
peace, on the contrary, man’s love of freedom becomes 
more and moro prominent; aud the more free one is, 
the more free one wishes to be. We will not tolerate 
anything over us; we will uot be restrained, no one 



ing, appears in noble souls under the form of justice. 
This spirit and feeling then showed itself everywhere: 
and, just because few were oppressed, it was wished to 
free even these from temporary oppression ; nud thus 
arose a certain moral feud, a mixture of individuals 
with the government, which, with laudable beginnings, 
led to inevitably unfortunate results. 

Voltairo, by the protection which lie had bestowed 
on the family of Calas, had excited great attention and 
made himself respected. In Germany the attempt of 
Lavator against the Landvoyt (sheriff of the province) 
had been almost more striking and important. The 
testhotieal feeling, united with youthful courage, strove 
forward ; and as, shortly before, persons had studied to 
obtain offices, they now began to act as overlookers of 
those in office : and the time was near when the drama- 
tist and novelist loved best to seek their villains among 
ministers and official persons. Hence aroso a world, 
half real, half imaginary, of action and reaction, in 
which wo afterward lived to see the most violent 
imputations and instigations, in which the writers of 
periodical publications and journals with a sort of pas- 
sion indulged under the garb of justice, went to work 
the more irresistibly, as they made tho public believe 
that it was itsolf tho true tribunal, — a foolish notion, 
as no public 1ms an executive power, and in dismem- 
bered Germany public opinion neither benefited nor 
injured any one. 

Among us young peoplo, thero was indeed nothing 
to bo traced which could havo been culpable; but a 
certain similar notion, composed of poetry, morality, 
and a noble striving, and which was harmless but yet 
fruitless, lmtl taken possession of us. 

By his ** Hernmim’s-Schlacht” 1 and the dedication 

1 Tho fight of Hermann, the “Arminius” of Tacitus, against 
the Homans. — Thanb. 
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u wonderful excitement. Thu ( humans who Freed 
themselves From lhnnnn oppression worn nobly and 
powerfully represented, ami 1 11 in picture who well muled 
to awaken Lho sell-fouling of u nation. Hut because in 
peace patriotiHiu really consists only in thio, tlmt. ovary 
one sweeps bio own door, minds hio own business, mid 
1 earns his own lesson, Unit it may go with bis 
house; so did the feeling for fulhorliind, excited by 
Klopslock, find no object on wldell it eonld exercise 
itself. Frederick lmd saved the honour of one part of 
tho (Jeriimns against a united world ; and every mem- 
ber of the nation, by nppiause and reverence of tins 
great jirinee, was allowed to share in bis victory: but 
wlmt was to e.oino of this excited warlike spirit of 
defiance ? wlmt direction should it lake, and wlmt 
elfcel produce? At first it was merely u poetical form ; 
ami the songs, which have since been criticised, end 
deemed so ridiculous, were accumulated through this 
impulse, — • this incitement. Them were no external 
enemies to light, so people made tyrants for them- 
selves; and for this purpose princes and their semuila 
wove oblige/! to bestow their liguros, (irst only in gen- 
oral outline, lait gradually with particulars. Here it 
was tlmt poetry attached itself with vcln'mcmr to tlmt 
interference with the administration of justice which 
is blamed above; and it is remarkable to see poems of 
that In no written in a spirit by which everything of a 
higher order, whether nmnarehical or aristocratic, is 
abolished. 

For my own purl, I continued to make poetry the 
expression of my own whims and reelings, bit tin 
poems like the "Wanderer” belong to this time: they 
were inserted in Urn “ Uiillingnn Musunulnmimcli.” I hit, 
from whatever of tho above-mentioned mania had 
worked itself into me, 1 shortly endeavoured to lice 
myself in ** Got*/ von llerlichiiigeu since 1 described 



resolves to take the place of the law and the execulivo 
power, but is in despair when, to the supreme au- 
thority, which lie recognises and reveres, lie appears 
iu an equivocal light, and even rebellious. 

J3y Klopstoek’s odes, it was not so much the 
Northorn mythology as the nomenclature of the divini- 
ties that had been introduced into German poetry ; and, 
although I gladly made use of everything else that was 
offered mo, I could not bring myself to use Ibis, for tho 
following causes : I had loug become acquainted with 
tho fables of tho Edda, from the preface to Mallet’s 
“ Danish History,” and had at once made myself mas- 
ter of them. They belonged to those tales, which, 
wheu asked by a company, I liked best to relate. 
Herder put Rescuing into my bands, and mado me 
better acquainted with tho heroic sar/as. But all these 
things, worthy as I hold them, 1 could not bring 
within the circle of my own poetic faculty. Nobly as 
they excited my imagination, they nevertheless were 
inaccessible to the perception of the senses; wliile 
the mythology of tho Greeks, changed by the greatest 
artists in the world into visible, easily imagined forms, 
still existed before our own eyes in abundance. Gods 
in general I did not allow often to appear ; because, at 
all events, they had their abode out of the Nature 
which I understood how to imitate. Now, what could 
have induced mo to substitute Woden for Jupiter, and 
Thor for Mars, and instead of the Southern, accurately 
described figures, to introduce forms of mist, uay, mere 
verbal sounds, into my poems ? On tho one side, they 
were related to the equally formless heroes of Ossian, 
only thoy wore ruder and more gigantic : on tho other, 
I brought them into contact with the cheerful tale; 
for the humouristic vein which runs through tho whole 
Northern myths was to me highly pleasing and re- 
markable. It appeared to me the only one which jests 


and monsters opposed to an oua ay nasty oi gous, aim 
only occupied in leading astray and deriding the 
highest persons during their government; while they 
threaten them, besides, with disgraceful and inevitable 
destruction. 

I felt a similar if not an equal interest for the 
Indian fables, with which I first became acquainted 
through Dapper's « Travels/’ and likewise added with 
great pleasure to my store of tales. In subsequent 
repetitions I succeeded especially with the Altar oE 
Ham: and, notwithstanding the great Dumber of poi- 
sons in this tale, the ape Ilnnneinann remained the 
favourite of my public. But even those unformed and 
over-formed monsters could not satisfy me in a true 
poetic sense: they lay too far from the truth, toward, 
which my iniud unceasingly strove. 

But against all those goblins, so repulsive to art, my 
feeling for the beautiful was to be protected by the 
noblest power. Always fortunate is that epoch in a 
literature whon the great works of the past viso up 
again as if thawed, aud come into notice ; because they 
then produce a perfectly fresh effect. Even the Ho- 
meric light rose again quite new to us, and indeed quite 
in the spirit of the time, which highly favoured such 
au appearance ; for the constant reference to natuvo had 
at last the effect, that we learned to regard oven the 
works of the ancients from this side. What several 
travellers had done for explanation of the Holy 
Scriptures, others had done for Homer. By Guys tho 
matter was introduced: Wood gave it an impulse. A 
Gottingen review of the original work, which was at 
first very rare, made us acquainted with tho design, 
and taught us how far it had been carried out. Wo 
now no longer saw in those poems a strained and in- 
flated heroism, but the reflected truth of a primeval 
preseut, aud sought to bring tins ns closely to us as 



postalne. At 1 1 it ^ name limn \vn immi lit imt give our 
uhhoiiI wlii'n it W’iih maintained, that, iu order lightly t « » 
mideiHlund llm 1 1 Minnie. natures, nun uiuhI. umkn one's 
ho 1 f ueipmiuled with llm wild rare* and their uminmrH, 
uh deseiihed hy ihn tmvelleiH in nu\v wiuIiIh ; for it 
cannot lm denied Unit I k til t KnropeiitiH anil AniatirH urn 
rnpreHeiiled in llm llomene poeum an at a higher grade 
of nullum, • perhaps higher than Llm limn of tlm Tro- 
jan war could have enjoyed. hut llmt maxim wan 
novnitlmloHM in harmony with llm prevailing cnuftwanu 
of naturn, ami ^ far wn let it pass. 

Amidst all (.Iman oeeupnlioiiN, which were minted to 
the knowledge of mankind iu the higher Henan, uh well 
na moat nearly ami dearly to poetry, 1 wuh noverlholean 
famed every day to experienen (hat 1 wan maiding iu 
WeUlur. Tlm eonvorHiition on the Hituation of (im 
huainoHH of tlm '* Viailalion,” and ita ovor-inemumng 
ohalaelea, the diwnvery of now oll’eneea, wim heard 
overy hour. I /era wuh the lady human Kmpim (men 
morn aasnmhh'd, not for mein mitwant forma, Imt for 
an oer.upution widt h pnimtmteil to l In* very depllia. 
Hut even hern that half-empty hnmpieling hall on the 
rnronat ion-day oeeurred to me, where the hidden guest h 
rnnmined without, heemtan (hoy were too proud, Mem, 
indeed, they had come; hut even worm* symptoms were 
to he mien. 'Pirn waul of rohereuen in (Im whole, the 
mutual opponitiou of tho parts, were eontiimally ap- 
parent.; and it remained no aeeret Chut prinrea had 
eonlldeutially enmmunieatnd to naeh other this notion, 
that they must hoo whether, on linn nerumnu, mam*’ 
thing e.ould not he gained from the Hiiprenm authority 

What a had impreMniou iho petty detail of all llm an- 
eedotea of negleeta and doluyH, of iujilHlieea and eomip* 
tioiiH, iiiuhL make upon a ymmg man who desired wlmt 
wuh good, and with this view eultivaled his mind, every 
honest person will feel. Under mn*h eiremiiHlatieeH, 
where wuh a mvemnee for (ha law and l he judge (o 



purpose, — still in i MtliaFurlion was l*< ho f« »nn»l h-m 
fiir a jnyoUH, inwardly sUivinfj youth. Tin* hum ilili *- 1 
of lho prnumliii}' all tended lowuid delay : if ui»> »*no 
tlnsirtul (.n i(n anything, ami ho of any ihipmt.mi *\ h»* 
wan ohlipycl to Mi'i'Vn lho j mi l y in the uimm, »»lw.»>'» 
llm aroused, — -ami to ho skilled in lho ait »»f 

Iwintiuo ami avai lino. 

ttinoo, tmiiil this di<lhu (ion, 1 could imt mo •••*»! m 
any iralholic luhums, I tiouiu aid ujjuiii lo .(, my « lf m 
icslholio Hpeo.u bilious ; us indeed all llirorr>iu;* mdn o* k 
a dufuol ur hla^iuitiou of ytmlrn tivo pown. A*< pi** 
vicmnly with Monk, ho now noim-(iinrt with I 

onduuvourud lo line! mil lho uiusiumirroidiun In w)»i*h 
<mo tni^hl k'i lo wrn-k in pindindinn. Hut iidllnT with 
mo nor with tliom would it .*»liri'i*i , i 1. M«*n k w.m 
akofitii; ami onlnr.lir ; ( loiter adhered lo ?moJi r\.iinpl‘i 
uh pleased him most. Tint Sul/ot* lliomy vm* f*uh- 
UrUwI mom for Urn unmlonr than lho aili>l. In ihm 
aphoru moral olleds urn required alcove* all (him**: 
and horn ul onoo urines a diHsensiun holwoon lho »*1 ** < 
llmt proilucjiia ami that which uses; for a j;ih« 1 wmk 
of art can, and will indood, have inoial ron'w'ijiu’iti o^ 
but to ruquiro niovul oiula of Uio artist i« lu d»'M.n»y 
his profession. 

What Um ancinnla had miid on those ini(»"iliuit md*- 
joctn 1 had road industriously for noiiio veins, l*v ekipi 
at least, if not in roj^uliir order, AriMntlo, 1‘jivnt, 
Quintilian, l.onjjinuH,— umio wore uiicmmidoird ; hut 
this did not help nio in lho least, for all those men j*n* 
supposed an experience which f lucked. They led nm 
into a world inliuiloly rich in works of ml; U,c v in.- 
toLdod too merits of excellent pools and m alm a, nf mo i 
ot whom the names alonn arn loft me, and rmiviicvd 
mo but too well that a j»real almiulai.ro of nhj.*. i < 


mufil lio 1 iim rn« wv nm think upon llmni ; llml 
(mu must HvmI accomplish somethin;' imp’s self, mty, 
fail iu somethin^, In Irani In know one’s own rupaei- 
ties, mu) those of others. My uripniiulaueu with mi 
iniirli that was i^iunl in those old times, was only m- 
rordinj^ In school ami hook, and liy m* means vital; 
since, even with llm moat relehrulrd oralors, it was 
striking that tliry lmd altogether fonnrd themselves in 
lift*, ami llml emu ruiild never speak of thn peculiar ilies 
of their charnel ur as artists, without at Ihr same tin m 
unmlioniuj.; tlm personal peculiarities of llirir disposi. 
(ion Willi lint pools Ibis seemed less to In* (hit ruse ; 
amt lluiH Urn result of nil my ihoiij'hln and endeavours 
wiih llm old resolution to investigate inner and out of 
naluru, and to allow lire to min lirisrlf in loving 
imilulioii. 

Kor these operations, wliirh rested in mu neither day 
imr nij(ht, jay hufoni nm two j'leat, nay, inojivtimm, 
materials, llm wrallh of wliirh I had only (n pii/e, in 
order to produce somethin;' of importance. Then* vent 
tlm oldrr opnrlt, into wliirh falls llm life of (Sot/, von 
llrrlinliiii^rii ; and tlm nmdrni mn', Ihr unhappy hloom 
of wliirh is depicted in " Wrilhm" l)f tin* )ii/<(»ri<‘ul 
preparation l.o (hat til si- wmk l Imvr already spoken : 
tlm rlhiral orrusiona of llm srrond shall now hr in- 
troduced. 

'I'lm resolution to prrsrrvu my internal mil um annul- 
inj{ to its peculiarities, and In let nxlmiml miluro inJlu- 
em u nm ar.roidiiif.' lo its ipiulilicM, impellrd mu to thu 
strange oluuient in wliirh " Werther " is designed and 
written. ( endeavoured In free myself inwardly from 
all that was fnrnij.pi to nm; to regard the external willi 
lovu ; and to allow all hem;.'-, from man dowuwinds, 
as low us limy were rnnipielieiisihlr, in art upon nm, 
each after ils own kind. Tlnm arm;n a wonderful 
« /Unity with tlm sintfh* objects of nature, and a hearty 
uotmord, a harmony with tlm whole; so that rvmy 



the day and year, ov whatever else could happen, 
affected me in the deepest manner. The glance of the 
painter became associated with that of the poet: tho 
beautiful rural landscape, animated by tho pleasant 
river, increased my love of solitude, and favoured my 
silent observations as they extended ou all sides. 

But since T had left the family circlo in Scsetilioim, 
and again my family circle at Frankfort and Darm- 
stadt, a vacuum had remained in my bosom which 1 
was not able to (ill up: 1 therefore fouud myself in a 
situation where the inclinations, if they appear in any 
degree veiled, gradually steal upon us, aud can ron dor 
abortive all our good resolutions. 

And now, when the author has attained this step of 
his undertaking, he for the first time feels light-hearted 
in bis labour; since from henceforward this book first 
becomes what it properly ought to be. It 1ms not boon 
announced as an independent work: it is much moro 
designed to fill up the gups of an author's life, to com- 
plete much that is fragmentary, and to preserve tho 
memory of lost and forgotten ventures. But what is 
already done neither should nor can be repented ; and 
the poet would now vainly call upon those darkened 
powers of the soul, vainly ask of thorn to render pres- 
ent again those charming circumstances which rendered 
the period in Lahnthnl so agreeable to him. Fortu- 
nately the genius had already provided for that, and 
had impelled him, in tho vigorous period of youth, to 
hold fast, describe, and, with sufficient boldness and at 
the favourable hour, publicly to exhibit, that which had 
immediately gone by. That the little book “ Werthor ” 
13 hero meant, requires uo further indication; but some- 
thing is to be gradually revealed, both of the persons 
introduced in it and the views which it exhibits. 

Among the young uion, who, attached to the em- 
bassy, had to prepare themselves for their future earoer 



ju’iioil whs ]>inminnl him. lining jimtilird liy thin, Im 
vmiluivd In ImlrulH hhuaolf In h lady, wlm fully ruin'* 
Kpt >iu li'-il tu his luim uf in ii it t mill his whims. Aftorllm 
(hut'll <»F }mr itmlltrr, aim had mIimwu Imt.sojf oxtioirwly 
jwtivn uh Urn Imad of h immonma ynnn/( family, ami 
liml ulnnn Himlainrd )mi- fallmr in liis widowhood ; an 
Unit a fullin' intahund luiplil hopn llm sanm for himaolf 
lltlil liis posterity, mill export U doridrd ilomrstir folio, 
ity. I \ very mm ronfesm'd, willimit having (liesu Ho||jalt 
oiiiIh iinmnliatrly in viow, that aim was a draimhlr 
lmly. Sim holnhf'od in those, whu, if limy do mil inspire 
indent jmssimi, are imvoillmlcsa formed In rroiiln u k»»h- 
uml furling nf pleasure. A ll^ui n lightly lmill ami 
imally fnnimtl ; u |mi r<*, healthy toiMpi'iumoiil, wilh u 
tflud arlivily nf lifn irsultiiiK' frmn it; an nnrinhni* 
nmnril iimimj-'nnmnl nf llm imronsilioM nf llm day, ail 
liman worn j.'» vim her lo^ellier, j always foil Imppy in 
llm rnHloiii|il.iliuu nf mmli ipmliliou, mul l muddy 
elated luyaolf In llinso wlm pus'irs^rd timing amt, if i 
did uoL always liml n|»|m»lii)iily In render tlmm mil 
Htuvifo, l rather shared willi tlmm tlmu wilh ullmia 
llm imjuymi'lil uf liman iiiunrenl pleasures wliirli ynillli 
<•1111 alwiiya liml ul hand, and aeizn without any ureal 
i-nat ul* effort. Moreover, ailirn it ia ln»w nettled that 
Indies drnnaln (bemaelvra only fur rarh nllmr, nud am 
iliiwnariod uumli^ riirh nllmr In lmi^hh'ii llm ell'erl uf 
tlmir adiiiunmnla, llinan woln alwaya llm nmat a^mn* 
uhlu tu mu, wlm, wilh simple purity, Hive thoir friend, 
tlmir bridegroom, llm ailont itaaunmrn (Iml all ja really 
dmm fur him almm, and that a winds lift* mu Id l«t k« 
minimi on willmul niiu-li riirmnalam n and onllay. 


solves : they 1 ui vo Limn to cniiaiili'L loo external worm, 
unci pfitieneo enough to direct theiiu ; '‘lve:i *hu#» 
to it, and to adapt tlmmselvcN to it; they heroine 
shrewd and Hetisihlo without c soi l ion, and i «•< | uin* 
lait fow hooka for thou’ cultivation. Such win On* 
bride. 1 Tim bridegroom, with bin thoroughly up- 
right and confiding turn of niiinl, soon made many 
whom ho oatoomed acquainted with Imr, mid, mh Iio laid 
to piiHH the greatest part of bin day in a /calmm ulti-n- 
tion to business, wuh pleased wlum bin I >mC r« >t lift I, al l or 
the domestic toils wore ended, amused herself other- 
wise, and took social recreation in walks mid mini 
parties with friends of both sox os. hoflie for so wo 
shall call hoc — was unpretending in two senses: (list, 
by her nature, which was ruthor directed to a geia'iiil 
kindly feeling than to particular imdinulinuu ; and then, 
she hud set her mind upon a mail, who, being wot thy 
of her, declined himself ready to attach his fate to lima 
for life. TUo most cheerful utnumphem seemed to sin- 
round her; nay, if it he a pleasing night to see parents 
bestow an uninterrupted care upon t heir children, t hole 
is something still move beautiful when brothers and 
sisters do the same for each other. In Urn humor ease 
we think we can perceive more of nnturnl impulse and 
social tradition; in Urn latter, morn of choice and of a 
free exercise of fueling. 

The newcomer, perfectly free from all ties, and care- 
less in the presence of a girl, who, already engaged to 
another, could not interpret the uiohL obliging scrvicim 
as nets of courtship, anil could tako tlm morn pleasure 
in them accordingly, quietly went his way, but wmh 
soon so drawn in and riveted, that he no longer knew 
himsolf. Indolent and dreamy, boo an so nothing pren- 
out satisfied him, ho found what lio had lacked in a 

1 l’ovsona liGirothod aro In Gorman called “ bride " and “ bride* 
groom.”-- T m a ns. 



female friend, wh<>, whim .she n vim l mr the win • jenr. 
tumumd only to livn for 1 1 it* moment. Sim liked liiln 
j 1 1 1 1< * } i UN her t*i n ii i util im i ; In* noon rouhl not hem her 
ahaem-e, um aim formed for him tlm ronnrrt hip, link with 
tin* every-day world ; and, dining o.\lem<ivo hoUM-Indd 
oreuputiouu, limy won- Ueiepuruhlo roiiipauimiH i ti tlm 
ii in l in tlm meadow*', in (ho v«*|'**l i»l »lt**|*i mul 
in (ho puldeti. If huMtmwi permitted. dm hiidrpmum 
wit* iiIho of dm party : dn*y hiul nil dim* m < m (otm-il 
dioinunlvoH to oimh other willmnt 'ml rut ion, mid did 
not know Imw limy hud horonm mo umlmdly indit -| ■r*n~ 
nnh|e. I hirinp the aplendid Miinliier limy lived llituiipli 
it real (iri nmn idyl, to wliirh dm frilih* Imnl p.»ve tin* 
form, and u |mro ulVerliou die porliy. Wundeimi; 
dl lout'll li|>0 eorillielda, they took delipht. ill tin* dewy 
nioriiinp; tlm hoiij.» of dm lurk, tlm eiy oj (In* «jund. 
were plnmuul toiioM ; mdtry Imum followed, lm'ie-tioun 
Hloinm eiinm on, limy plow imue mid limn* ulliieheil 
to eiteli other, mid hy thin rniilimmmi Iom* many a little 
dolueMtie aiiimyaneo win easily e\linp,iirhrd. And (him 
one ordinary day followed iui"dwr, mul all feeiiied to 
ho holiday:!, the whole eillelider (•lioilld have heeu 
printed red. I In will umlei! land no* who lei olleit*, 
what wim predirled hy tlm happily untiappy fiiend of 
"Tlm New llehumi:" " And, lillillK III the fri t of Ilia 
holoved, lie will break Iinmp ; and lie will winli to hieak 
hoiiip to day, lo-nuaiow, and the day after, nay, for 
ilia whole life." 

I run any hut little, thoiiph jimt • »»« imteli mi limy he 
lieeeHsary, reapeetintf u yminu mail wIiomi name \mim 
afterward hut too often mentioned. Thin vim Jem 
Miitem, tlm Hon of dm freely and tdaleily lliilihinp 
theologian. llo iiIho had an appointment with an rm 
liiiasy ; hia form wuh plenajiij*, of a middle Imiplit, and 
well Imilt; Ida fimo wim rather lonnd than loiip, ; liia 
features wore unit and eidiu ; and lie laid the other 
UpplulemmeeM of a handaoim* hhuid youth, with hhlu 



that introduced in Lower (id many itt imitation of the 
English,- — u blue frock, waistcoat a in l breeches of yel- 
low leather, mul bouts with brown lops. Tim nullior 
never visited him, nor saw him at Ins own n*Mulrm*t», 
hat oflau Hint him among liin friends. Tim expressions 
of this young mini wcm moderate lait kindly. I In 
took interest in productions of ihn mod dill'cient kinds, 
and especially loved Liman designs ami sketches iu 
which the tranquil character of solitary spots in caught. 
On such uc.eusinuM ho showed (JcsneTs etchings, innl 
oucoumged tlm amateurs to study them. In all that 
miunnmry ami knighlhooil ho took no pull, hut lived 
for hiuiHnlf and Ii'ih own sentiments. It wiui said lm 
had a decided passion for Ihn wifu of 0110 of his friends. 
T11 public limy worn imvor seen (ogotlmr. In general 
vary littlo could bo said of him, except that lm ihtii* 
pied himself witli English literature. Ah tlm non of 
nil opulout man, lm hud no occasion, idtlmr painfully 
to dovoln himself to business, or to nmko pleasing 
applications for an curly appointment. 

Those etchings by (Josuer increased tlm pleasure and 
interest in rural objects ; and u littlo poem, which wo 
passionately received into our circle, allowed un fiom 
Imncoforward to think of nothing else. (loldsmilirs 
“Deserted Villaga’' necessarily delighted every mm at 
that Btago of culture iu that Hpliere of thought. Not 
an living and active, hut as a departed, vanished exist- 
ence was described, all that one mi readily looked upon, 
that one loved, prized, nought passionately in tlm present 
to take part iu it with the cheerful iicnh of youth. 
High days mid holidays in tlm country, church conse- 
crations and fairs, the solemn assemblage of tlm elders 
unclor Lho villago lindon-lrce, supplanted in its turn by 
tho lively delight of youth in dancing, while the nmie 
educated classes show their sympathy. How seemly 
did theso ploasuros appear, moderated as they were by 



<m oxTidlent mil Miry pastor, who mideratnod hmv Id 
H iimolh down mid removn nil Unit wont too fur, Unit 
guvn omiMinn to qiuinol and dispute. Here, again, wo 
found »in honest Waknlield, in hia well-known riivle, 
yet n<» )t»iijL*t<r in Inh living Imdily form, Imt im n nlmdow 
rendled liy Um aoft, nnmruful tones of tlm elegiac port. 
Tim vory thought of thin picture i» ono of tlm happiest 
jxisMilihs wlmn onro tlm design in forinod to nvoko onni 
moro an innocent past with a graeeful melancholy, 
Ami in thin kindly endeavour, lmw wi'll lmn tlm Kug- 
linh mnn tuirrerdrd in every hoi mo of tlm word I l 
aim rod tlm rnllnmiimiu for this elmimiug poem with 
( hitler, who wii'i morn felicitous than myself willi Urn 
traimlation undertaken hy im both; for l had too pain- 
fully triad to imitatn in our language tlm delicate nig- 
nilinitmo of tlm original, and tlmu had wall agreed with 
single pannages, hut not with Um whole. 

If, um tlmy nay, tlm greatest lmppiim.Hn rests on a ho into 
of longing (nr/t ii.wcht), and if tlm genuine longing <*im 
only ho directed to Homelliing uimllaiiiuhlo, everything 
hud fal Ion together to rondor tho youth whom wo now 
umunpany on Itia wanderings tho happiest of moilala. 
An alli'ction ha* ono hotrotlmd to ininUmr; tlm edmi 
to unpiiro Um nmslripieroi of fmrigu liletiiluro for our 
own; tlm endeavour to imilalo natural ohjorlM, not 
only with words, hut also with stylo and pmmil, with- 
out any propel' technical knowledge, eaeh of iIicho 
purlieu lain would Mindly linvo HUllleed to melt tlm heart 
and oppress tlm bosom. Hut that the sweetly suller- 
ii»K youth might ho torn out of thia hlntn, and thill 
now eimiumtiiiieeH might lto prepared for now diHipiicl, 
Um following events occurred : 

llbpfimr, profeHHor t»f law, was at (licnscii. lie wuh 
iiekimwlrdged and highly esteemed hy Merck and 
Hi hloimer a» elover in jiia olllre, and mi a thinking and 
excellent Ilian. 1 hrnl long ago desired liia m ipmint- 
iiimii ; mid now, wlmn these two friends thought to imy 



it was agreed that I should likewise go to Giessen on 
this opportunity. Because, however, — as generally 
happens with the wilfulness of glad and peaceful times, 
— we could not easily do anything in the direct way, 
but, like genuine children, sought to get a jest, even 
out of what was necessary, I was now, as an unknown 
person, to appear in a strange form, and once more 
satisfy my desire to appear disguised. One bright 
morning before sunrise, 1 went from Wetjdar along the 
Lalm, up the charming valley : such raniblings again 
constituted my greatest felicity. I invented, connected, 
elaborated, and was quietly happy and cheerful with 
myself : I set right what the ever-contracUctory world 
had clumsily and confusedly forced upon me. Arrived 
at the end of my journey, I looked out for Hopfner’s 
residence, and knocked at his study. "When he had 
cried out, “Come iu!” I modestly appeared before him 
as a student who was going home from the universities, 
and wished on his way to become acquainted with the 
most wovtViy men. Bor bis questions as to my more 
intimate circumstances, I was prepared ; I mado up a 
plausible, prosaic tale, with which he seemed satisfied : 
and, as I gave myself out for a jurist, I did not come 
off badly ; for I well knew his merits in this depart- 
ment, and also that ho was occupied with natural law. 
Conversation, however, sometimes came to n standstill ; 
au(l it seemed as if he were looking for a Slamvibuch, 1 
or for me to take my leave. Nevertheless, I managed 
to delay my departure, as I expected with certainty tho 
arrival uf Sublessor, whose punctuality was well known 
to me. Ho actually came, and, after a side glance, 
took little notice of me. Hopfner, however, drew me 
into conversation, and showed himself throughout as ft 
humane and kindly man. I at last took my leave, ftud 

* 8 a 80r k a ^ uin f° r autographs and short contri- 



limionni in mo mu, wnnrn i oxoitangnl ll low liitrricil 
won In wall Monk, and awaited further plnrni’dingM. 

Tlm frienda lmt| tVMilwiI to ask 1 1 o}>l‘ui*r to dinner, 
uiul also tlmt (’hrmliau lloinrioh Schmid who luul 
played ti pull, though a wry mthordinuln mu*, in (lor- 
liatti literature. Km* him the ulfuir wun really designed, 
and )m wmt to ho |»niiiilud in a mirthful maimer. 
Wlion llio guests had miioiahli’d in tlm dining-room, 1 
iiskrd, through tlm wail or, whutlinr Llio gentlemen 
would alhnv mo to ditto with lliom. SohloMsor, whom 
u milimi oaUMv tiio’iM well henimo, njijmscd thin propn- 
nilimi, henue'n (hoy did tint, winh their rnu vernation 
inleri npled l*y a third parly. lint on tlm pressing de- 
itiand of tlm waiter and tlm advnnwy of lliipfnor, who 
assured Urn olhnr tlml I wiei a vory tolurahlo poison, I 
wan admit tod, nod, at. tlm rnmiiicimnmchl of llio nioul, 
holiavrd an if modest and alm'iltod. »Sc hi unset* and 
Mon k pul no n'-iliaiol upon themnidves, and wont on 
ulintil many Miilijoota an freely ns if no Hluingcr worn 
pioHoiil, I now showed myself Momnwlml litddor, 
and did iml allow myself to ho diMl.urhod wlion Srlilna- 
Ht*r throw mil al mo miirh lital wan in earnest, mid 
M.’ivlv Hnmoihiti}' aaroiiMt jo ; tail 1 direetod against 
Si'hniid all my dints, which foil almrply and imrely 
mi tlm mmovoroil planvi, whioh I woll know. 

I had hooti moderate ovor my jiiiil of lahlo-witm ; 
lail tlm gentlemen mdotod hottor wilm to ho brought, 
and did not fail to give mo hoiiio. After many alhtira 
of thn day had humi talked ovor, rotivotaalioii wont into 
gom-ral mullets; and thn ipiest ion was dinciiHHod, whioh 
will ho lojioalod an long an thorn arn authors in thn 
world,- tlm ijuoMioii, natiioly, whothor litoralnrn waa 
rising, or declining ; progressing, or retrograding? Thia 
quest inn, tthmil whioh old mid young, liman rommeno- 
iug and liman lotiiing, seldom agree, was diseltsHed willi 
rhoorfulno’ia, (hough witlmul any oximi donign of min- 
ing doridoilly to InniiH ahoul it. At Inal I look' Up 



assert themsolves in due order. Hunco I do not 
believe that any epoch of a literature can be praised or 
blamed on the whole: especially it displeases me when 
certain talents, which are brought out by' their time, arc 
raised and vaunted so highly, while others are censured 
and depreciated. The throat of the nightingale is 
excited by the spring, but at the sumo time also 
that of the cuckoo. The butterflies, which are so 
agreeable to the eye, and the gnats, which arc so pain- 
ful to the feelings, are called into being by the same 
beat of the sun. If this were duly considered, wo 
should not hear the same complaints renewed every 
ten years; and the vain trouble which is taken to 
root out this or that offensive thing would not so often 
bo wasted.” The party looked at mo, wondering 
whence I had got so much wisdom and tolerance. I, 
however, continued quito calmly to compare literary 
phenomena with natural productions, and (I know not 
how) came to the inolluscm, of which I contrived to 
set forth all sorts of strange things. I said that there 
were creatures to whom a sort of body, nay, a certain 
figure, could not be denied ; but that, since they had no 
hones, one never knew how to set about rightly with 
them, and they were nothing better than living slime ; 
nevertheless, the sea must have such inhabitants. 
Since I carried the simile beyond its duo limits to desig- 
nate Schmid, who was present, and that class of 
characterless litterateurs, I was reminded that a simile 
carried too far at last becomes nothing. " Well, then, 
will return to the earth,” I replied, “ and speak of fclio 
IV). As these creatures have no bones, so this has no 
muk ; but, wherever it attaches itself, it likes to play 
e c iio part. It belongs to old walls, in which there 
is nothing more to destroy; but from new buildings it 


in properiy ivinnvni. u mickh up Min ponituca>i m urn 
trees, mid in went im<uppnr(nhlo to me when it clumhoin 
up a post, uinl assures mo (hut thin in u living trunk, 
limiilwn it 1ms covered it with leuvcH." 

Nnlwillmlinulinn my hemp npuin reproached with llm 
olifuiirity uinl inapplicability of simileM, | became morn 
mul nmio excited npuiuHt nil purmdticul creulmcN, mul, 
hh fur HH my kimwlcdpe of imturn limn extended, 
nmuuped Urn uiruir pretty woll. I ut lust uanp u rinU 
to ull independent umu, u jinrut to those who forced 
thoiiiHnlvim upon thom, seized Jliipfner'H )mml nflor 
dinner, shook it violently, declined him to bo (ho host 
mult in Urn world, mul linnlly embraced both him mid 
tlm oilmen riphl hourlily. My excellent now friend 
llmiipht ho won really drnimiup, until Sell loaner nm) 
Morek ut hint Holvod (ho riddle ; und the diHoovorod 
joke. ilill’uMod it poii i Mid hilarity, whieh wiih shared by 
Schmid hiniHolf, who wiih appcimed by an nekliowlrdp- 
niout of hi» real ineritH, and the inlcruHl we took in bin 
tllHtOH. 

TliiM inpeiiimiH introduction could not do otherwise 
limn animate and favour (he (horary ctuiprcHH, which 
wiih, indeed, childly kept in view. Merck, active now 
in icHlholicH, now in literature, now in cumiuorcn, had 
ntimii luted llm wcH-ibiukinp. well-informed SeblosHcr, 
whoNo knowledge extended t<» ho many hranehcH, to 
(•(lit the KnmUfnrt (/rhhrtr J mWyr ("Learned Ad- 
vorlim*r") for that year. They had iiHHoeialed to 
thmuHolvcH llbpfner, and other university men in (lica- 
w*n, a moritoriouH Hchooltnan, Uoetor Wenek in Ihum- 
uludl, and many other pood men. I 1 ’. very one of litem 
poHHOHHed enoupli hhilm-iral and theoretical knowledge 
in ) i in department, and the feeling of the timea allowed 
IIichu men to work in mm apirit. Tim human and com 
nmpolilaii )» miemmigod : really pood men justly eelo- 
hraled urn ]>rotneled against ohtniHion of every kind: 
their defence in undertaken nguitiHl nnomicH, and cepe- 




Jl’Ht III i Ill'll n • II M, II IIM U* 11 J I I I I' I » J J ’ I IM l 111 IJ li III) 

olijn.ln lit which I It'll myaelf ctpml, uml in which I 
eapcciully Inuk iiilritvtl. 1 n vuiu alum Id I etidcuVutir, 
cither hy deaciipliuu m rrtleclinn, In lenill 1 1m pi 
Hjtiril ami H'liMn nf I In im* duyn, if ihe Uvn yniia uf ( |m 
iiliuviMiK’iilintinl pm i< m I it al did iml furni-h tun will) llm 
muhl diM'iuivi 1 dnnmii'tiK Kvlltmlu ft mil pimMiipe**, in 
which l iipuiii if'njjjnisu iuy;>nlf, may a | >| K*itr in fill me 
in their pmper place, lu^i'lhiT with similar neiiiye. 

(hiiinp lliiu lively interchuiipe uf lumwleitpe, upin 
iniiti, tllld vii*l im i?i, I very nnuii hi-niiii" I tel lei- itc- 
tpmiilled with I lupluer, and IteettUie very fmul nf him. 
Ah hui ill III we Well* ulmie, I rtpnhn Will) hill) ithnlll 
miltjccln mmiei led with hh depuil uteiil , which wim In 
he my depuil itieitl hImm, mid luimd u vmy nulni.illy 
ctwiirelrtl laplaimi urn urn! iir*l Mini jun. I win iml 
(hen i i*i yrl plainly cmiMiuiiia 1 1 ml. t t-mihl hunt iintuc- 
thin*; fi ■■in ImnlvM mill nuiiveiKiliini, Iml iml l rum ran- 
limiuiiM pntfe’*<i*»iml leclureH. A Imuh ulluwcd itm l*i 
punae ul a puv.upe, uml even l«» hmk kwh, winch n 
illljiii.'iuihln wilh «»l a I delivery mill ll tr.iihrl. Ullen, ill 
ihu hepiiuiilip uf the Icchlie, Mime (luuiphl in which 
I illiilllfjcd litid 1|<>)|| uf lue; uml llmri i le-l, W hut fid 
Inwnl, uml lilt <i}*el her pul util uf (lie connection TIiiih 
it lllld hllppetind 111 me will) |e*»per(. |n (he h'fltlh'M nil 
jmiMpriidence : and <m l hia aneniml I naihi lake iimuy 
nppurluniliet nf lulhinj.; wilh llupfimr, wlm enlerrd 
very rendily into my dmihtH tun I miiiplen, uml iillrd 
lip many pupa; an dial llm w inii urnae in ine (u leiimin 
wilh him ul ( lien mu, mid derive iiihlrm-linn from him, 
wilhniil reiimvinp mvaeif lun fur fimn Wetzlur iudi- 
imliuitM. Apuiiial thin wiuh uf mine my Uvn frienda 
llud luhniireil, lll.nl UncnhMciuicdy, hill ufCel' Will «t cull- 
Hi-itm^ly ; fur huth were in a litiuy, nut only In leave 
l)m place Ihi'iii.MidvcN, Iml Jim I u|mt an jnlcrc'it. In 
reiimvn me fruin lint upul. 

Hell h ewer diachmed In me thill he hud funned, til at a 


that ho was looking about ror an early appointment, 
that ho might be united to her. This explanation 
surprised me to some degree, although I ought to have 
found it out long ago in my sister's letters ; but wo 
easily pass over that which may hurt the good opinion 
whicli we entertain of ourselves: and I now remarked 
for the first timo, that I was really jealous about my 
sister, — a feeling which I concealed from myself tho 
less, as, since my return from Strasburg, our connec- 
tion had been much move intimate. How much time 
we had expended in communicating each little affair of 
the heart, love-matters, and other matters, which had 
occurred in the interval S In the field of imagination, 
too, had there not been revealed to mo a new world, 
into which I sought to conduct her also ? My own 
little productions, and a far-extended world-poetry, was 
gradually to be made known to her. Tims I made for 
her impromptu translations of those passages of Homer 
in which she could take the greatest interest. Clarke’s 
literal translation I read off in German, ns well as I 
could: ray version generally found its way into met- 
rical turns and terminations j and the liveliness with 
which I had apprehended tiro images, the force with 
which I expressed them, removed all tho obstacles of 
a cramped order of words: what I gave witlr mind, she 
followed with mind also. We passed many hours of 
the day in this fashion : while, if her company met, tho 
Wolf Fcnris and tho Ape Hanueinaim wore unani- 
mously called for ; and how often have 1 not been 
obliged to repeat circumstantially how Thor nnd his 
comrades were deluded by the magical giants ! Hence, 
fr °in these fictions, such a pleasant impression has 
remained with me, that they belong to the most valu- 
able things which my imagination can recall. Into 
the connection with tho Darmstadt people T had drawn 
niy sister also ; and now my wanderings and occasional 
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rouiHfil with hai hy lattor lOMparlhitf avarylhinn llml 
oaa.imad to mi', rnimiimiirali'tl to Iht ovary Hlllo pi n*ni, 
if "vail only u nolo of iidmimliou, and lot hoi* liiMl nan 
nil tho lullais wl lidi I mvivc'il, mill all llm iuimwith 
whii’h 1 wroto. All llmno livi’ly in»|*»il-*«*N had haon 
stopped ainro my dapuiluio from I*’ rank foil ; my ion!- 
(laiii o at Walzlur wiih not failila aimuph for wmli a 
(■unvtpiimlimrn ; and, nmrauvar, my attuchiiiaht to 
Olmrlotlo may liavn infrinpad upon my iiUantioiis 
to my mstar ; aim aorluinly fait Unit aim wiim ahum, 
jmrlmjis nni'laatod, and lliarofoia llm mmo raudily pavn 
a hi'iiriii}! to llm IioiiohI wooing of mi lioinaiiaMo limn, 
who, Horimm ami resawed, eslimuhlo, and worthy of 
rontidoiira, Inal passionately bestowed on Imr his ulfee* 
lions, with whit’ll ho wan otherwise) very nipf'aidly. I 
liail to ^ivo in unit lot my friend ho lm)>py ; though 
l did not fail in seaiet to any eonlldeiilly myself, 
Unit, if tlm hiothor had not been absent, th" frioud 
would not ha vo fa toil no wall. 

My frioud and apparent brother -in-law wan now vary 
nnxioiia that I should return homo, bemuse, liy my 
mediation, u fiver iuUnvomaa was possible, of whirl* 
tho faaliiif'M of this man, no uiirxprilrdly atlaakad hy 
a latalar passion, seamed tti Maud extremely in nerd. 
Therefore, oil Ilia Njieedy dopmture, lio olioilod from 
mo tho promise that I would immadiulaiy follow 
him. 

Of Morek, whoso (imo wiim fraa, I Imped I hat ho 
would thday Ida sojourn in ( Hawaii, that I liii^hf ho 
uhlo to pass Homo hours of tho day with my pond 
Hiipfimr, whilo my frioud employed his time mi tho 
1‘Yimkfoil (ftfrln'fr A tariff? ; hut ho was not to ho 
moved; mul ns my brother-in-law was driven finm tho 
univorsity hy lova, lm wusdrivau hy hate Km- as lliaro 
lira i i ilia to antipathies, just ns ceilaiii man ami not 
amluro riilH, whilo thin or that is repugnant to ilia soul 


ueadominu cUmum (Urn ulmh'iita), who indeed ul Cli.it 
lime, at (Iu'nhoii, took delight in llio greule.l rmhite *. 
{'or mo limy were well enough ; I could have llmw 
as musks for ono of my no nival plays: tail with him tin* 
ni^Ul of Umm hy day, and tlu'ir noise by night, * l ** 1 * 
troyed every hoi l of good humour. Ilo hud apeiil (ho 
best days of bin youth in Freneh Switzerland. ami Inal 
uflonvmd enjoyed llm pleasant inletvninm* of people 
of thu omul, world, and business, ami of rullivalid 
litldmli ur.'i : Hovmal military persons, in whom a dr iit* 
for mental eiilluro hail boon awakened, sought In « 
owiuty ; ami lh\m lm had passed his life in a veiy cul* 
tivatod circle!. 'I'lml Iho students' disorderly eomltti l 
vexed him, was therefore nut (<i ho wwideird ul ; hut 
his avulsion to llmm was really more pa** '(innate limit 
became u aound umu> although ho often made no* 
laugh hy his willy draeriptiniiN of llioir inomlion 1 
uppuumneo ami behaviour. Ildpl'iieFa invilal min and 
my poYMwasinns worn of no avail: 1 was obliged to 
depart with him as soon na possible for W»‘l/.hii. 

1 could Heureoly wait any limn, till 1 laid introduc'd 
him lo Olmrlolto; hut his presence in this 1 heir did 
mo no good: for uh McpluHluphelos, Id him go when* 
ho will, lumlly brings a hli ■sshig with him no <iid hi", 
hy liis imlilloronoo toward that holovcd poison, 1411*11 
mo no joy, ovun if ho did not malm nm waver. This 1 
miglil have foreseen, if I had reeulledod that it was 
exactly thorns slender, delicate porno tin who dillii?**' a 
lively cheerfulness around Umm, without making fill 
Ihcr prutuusiouB, who did not ynnmvkuhly pleura* him. 
Ho very quickly proforrod tins .fumofonu of 01m of her 
fiioiuls; and, since I10 lucked time to form a rinse con- 
nection, ho hitlovly blamed nm for mil ('soiling myself 
to gain Uiis magnificent figure, especially us elm \vu» 
fm - a,ul without any tie. ] In thought that I did not 
understand my own advantage, and that he liens 



very unwillingly perceived my raperinl lualo lor 
wasting my liim'. 

If il is dunpcmmi In malm ti friend nrcpminlrd with 
Um | n*rf i*i * 1- i* *i i m »»f mti'N holovnl, limiumi In* alan nmy 
iiinl Imr eluiriumj.' and » ti lilt*, mi |r?*u in the irveian 

iluuj't'i - . that 1 10 miiy perplex im liy Ida din-tenl. Thin, 
indeed, wiih imt llm rami Imre, for t hud tun deeply 
iinjHTHMi ii upon myueli dm picture of Imr n in iul »i ) i(y (nr 
it to he an maily obliterated ; Imt hia pit-M-nce uml hia 
poraUinunuu ncvrilhrlcHs hastened my rrunliitinn tn 

leave th<i pilin'. I In represented tn im< it jnitfwy on 
Urn Khiue, wliirh Im wum poiu^ to lului with hia wifn 
ami non, in llm most ^Inwiiiji' rnlniuH, ami i*\**itt’il ill 
iim Um 1 1 rairii tn arn nt. )nat, \vit)» my ryra, llmm object a 
of which i liml nfloit braid with ruvy. Now, wln-n 
hr hml (Inputted, I Hopniulrd myself from t Imrlntlo 
with il purer I’uimcirjtm, imlrnl, thiili fmm l-’irdriiru, 
lull dill m*t without pain. 'I’liin mnnnlieii ulnn hml, 
l»y Imhit uml iinhilprnce, pn-wn mom pni-sinmilr t him 
ritflit on my aide : while, on t Im ollmr hiiml, aim uml 
hoi bridegroom kept. thrinnolvcM with rhn-i fllllH-mi ill a 
inciinum which rnuhl m»{. Im mum beautiful uml umiii* 
hlo; uml llm areiirily which rraullrd jimt liom thin 
canned mo to fmpet every danger. f multi imt, how- 
ever, emiceiil from myrn-lf that thi» iulvciitme umnt 
(•.onto to a Njri-otiy eiitl ; for elm uiiiuii of the yoitnn 
mint with the amiaMe j*irl depended on 11 promotion 
which wiih immediately to he exjicclod : ami an limn, if 
Im in in any decree resolute, oven ihirea In make u 
virtue of ncceauily ; an did I embrace Ute determination 
voluntarily to depart before bnin^ driven away hy what 
mi^ht ho iuHU)i|ioilahlo to nie. 



TIIIHTHKNT1I HOOK. 


It had boon agreed with Merck, that in the linn 
soaaon . wo kUouM meet at (fohletil/ at i* mil v**n 
Jiftrocho’a 1 sent to Knmkforl my luggw, and what 
over I might want on my way down llm l*ahn. hy itu 
opportunity which oll'ored, and now wandered d**v*u 
that beautiful river, ho lovely in its wiudingH, »u» van* -in 
in its shores, free hh to my roMolulhiN, but uppie'**'*} 
as to my CueUngH, in u condition when (In' prcnen* •’ 
of silently living nature in ko houeUeuil to in' My 
eye, noonstoimul to dirirern llmmi heuuliet of w laud 
fioupo that suited the painter, and were above him, 
riotod in the roittniuphiLioii of near and d’lHiunt nhjort-i, 
of busily reeks, of Huuny heights, ,,f ihimp valley/*, • 
onthroncd caHtles, and of the blue range of itioiinlaiiis 
inviting us from tlio distunei*. 

I wandered on tlm right hunk of Urn river, which at 
Romo depth and ilintanee Indosv me, ami partly roll- 
coaled by a rich bush of willows, glided along in llm 
sunlight. Thou again nrnsu in me tin* old widi, 
worthily to imitate such objects. Hy rlmim* I I not 
a handsome poekeL-knifo in my left band ; ami at the 
niomont, from the depth of my houI, hi'ohh, as it were, 
an absolute command, according to which, without 
delay, I was to fling UiiH knife into the river. If l 
saw it fall, my wish to become an n flint would be fnl 
flllod; but if the sinking of the knife wan miiivnled 
by the overhanging hush of willows, 1 was to abandon 
tho wish and tho omloavour. This whim had m» winner 
arison in mo tlian it was executed. Kor without ru* 
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minting Urn usefulness ul the knife, which iMHuprir.i'il 
many iiiNlrumenlM-iu itself, I cast it with l lit* left Imud, 
im 1 held it-, violently toward the river. Hut here I 
hint to experience llml deceptive umbipuUy nf oracles, 
of which, in antiquity, mich biller ntnipltiiulM with 
made, Tim siukiiq' of the knife into the water was 
concealed from me liy the extreme twi^s ef the wil- 
Iuwh; hut the water, which re.se hum the full, sprung up 
like a slreu^ funntaih, ami was perfeelly visible. I did 
nut interpret thin phenomenon in my favour ; ami the 
ileuht which it excited in me Wuh afterward the i nline 
that 1 pursued lhe.se exereim , ;i mere interrupleilly and 
inure negligently, ami pave tieruHiuti fur the import uf 
the maele In In 1 lit itself. low the moment, at least, 
the external world wuh spoiled for me: I uhumlnued 
myself to my imnpiimliouH and feelings, and left, (lie 
well-situated rustles and dislrirlM of Weilbinp, hi m linin', 
l)ie/., and Nassau, one hy one, hehiud me, peucrally 
walking alone, hut often fur a shoiL time uHsurhiliiip 
myself with another. 

After lima pleasantly wandering for some days, l 
arrived at Kins, where 1 several limes enjoyed the sniff 
hath, and then went down the river in a hoal. Then 
the old Uhilie Opened itself upon me; 1 1 ie liealilihll 
aituatien uf Uherlahusleiu delighted me; hill nohle 
and majestic above all appeared to me the castle 
10)iii*nhrcilsiein, which Mined perfectly armed in its 
power and slrcnpth. In most, lovely contrast lay at 
its feet the well-built, little place railed Thai, where 
l muld easily llml my way to the residence of I'rivy 
(Joiincil)or von buioehe. Announced hy Merck, I was 
very kindly received hy this nohle family, and soon 
considered an a member of it. My literary and senti- 
mental tendencies hound me to tin* mother, a cheer- 
ful feeling for tin* world hound me to the fall ter, and 
tuy youth hound me to the daughters. 

The holme, quite at the end of the valley, and little 



close together. Every window on ovary side formed 
a frame to a natural picture, which came out very 
vividly by the light of a mild sum I thought I had 
never seen such cheerful mornings and such splen- 
did evenings. 

I was not long the only guest in the house. As a 
member of the congress which was held here, • — partly 
with an artistic view, partly as a matter of feeling, — 
Leu oh sen ring, who came up from Bussokloif, was like- 
wise appointed. This man, possessing a fine knowledge 
of modern literature, had, on different travels, but 
especially during a residence in Switzerland, mado 
many acquaintances, and, as he was pleasant and 
insinuating, had gained much favour. Ho carried 
with him several boxes* which contained the confi- 
dential correspondence with many friends; for t-hero 
was altogether such a geuernl openness among people, 
that one could not speak or write to a single indi- 
vidual, without considering it directed to many. One 
explored one’s own heart and that of others ; and with 
the indifference of the government toward such a com- 
munication, the great rapidity of the Taxi soli 1 post, the 
security of the seal, and the reasonableness of the post- 
age, this mural and literary intercourse soon spread 
itself around. 

Such correspondences, especially with important por- 
S01,S » w «r« carefully collected ; and extracts from them 
were often read at friendly meetings. Thus, as politi- 
cal discourses had little interest, one became pretty 
well acquainted with the extent of the moral world. 


**‘ st - n ' a » ft Rcd by Urn Princes of Timm and Taxis, in cllf- 
iv, f ^‘"aatiy. An ancestor of this house first directed 

I'hnlV* 1 * ’T )'* Tyrol, in 1-lnO; and Alexander Ferdinand vou 

as a n, ,n I™*' office of Imperial Pos turns tor- G onerah 

a* a lief of the empire. — Truss. 



LniicliHujiniiKM Jinxes 1'nitiiiini’ii nmny UrasniTi in 
thin Hoium. Tim lollmi of mm .lulin llmidolli worn 
very mill'll nAcouiod ; aim win fuumd iih ii lady nf mmiuo 
and nmril, wul u friend nf Itnmim'uu. Wlmovor hint 
aloud in any lolulioit In thin i , \liunidiuury nmn, took 
| mil in llm ^huy wliirli oumuulod from liim ; uml in 
bin imnm o nilont miuumuily lmd t unm dmarmiimlrd 
fur mnl wide. 

I liked In ln» pri'mml ill llmio hMuliiifjM ; »m 1 \vn« 
IIium tmmijiminl inln uu unknown wmld, uml Inuin’d 
In know Urn veal l nit h of inuny mi omul llml hud jual 
piiHm’il. All, iinlri'il, win mil vulualdo ; uml I loir vnii 
hurnclm, u I'liiM'ifnl limn of llm world uml of tnmiur <:>, 
who, although u ( ffillmlie. lmd uli*‘iidy in hit wiitinfi 
nmdo Iron with llm i mm In uml lumMlmnd, llmiu'ltl 1 1 ml. 
1m Imru nuw u frulornily wlmro many u wmlli|oit.i iudi- 
viillllll MU|>)Httli'd llilllMi'lf liy U rnlim-i t inn will) |mUhouM 
of imjinrhumt', liy which, in (ho cud, lm, hut nut. limy, 
worn admired. (loimmlly (hia o\ei-l|onl iimti willi- 
dmw from llm i‘iun)i;uiy wlmn llm linxm wtu«< njiomd. 
10 Vi m if lm did 1 ifit f *n to mono Ii*( I era now itnd limn, u 
wu^'inh lonmrk win in ho e xj *1 ml. Annum m|n*r 
Uiiiitfu, ho oiji-o Hiiid, timl l»y dim rniioi»|iondonro ho 
Win ulill iimro convinced of wlmt ho lmd nlwnyn ho- 
liovi’d, imnmly, llml ludieM in i^lit hp.iro t heir mmlin^' 
wux ; mt limy need only fiiHlon Ilnur leUom with juim, 
mid ini^lil l.o memicd llml (Imy would rnmli (heir 
uddroM'i umi|ii<ui'd. in (ho nunm wuy lm wum iotiim* 
loiiu'd (o ji-ti with oviuyduii^ llml luy mil of (lm 
Hjihoro of lifo and milvily, uml in (hia followod llm 
din|HiMilinn of hiu lmd and immler, ('mini Hiiidmn, 
ininiatiu* to Um Kin-tor o f Aluyoni o, who nulnioly wum 
not titled |.o rmmliulmlum o llm wnrldlineaa uml mid- 
ih'hm of ()m Imy hy u lovniiuini for nviuylhiuH liko 
myall •I'iiui.s fomhudiit}/. 

An uimi'.dolo roHjif.’linjj iho j*intl, )»mi li''al mumo of 
llio muni limy lmm llnd u nlueo, Wlmu lm (unk u 



iv pupil, bn nt mice iiMpmcd fu»m lb* 1 buy the 
vices of u secretary. lie gave him letters to answer, 
despatches to prepare, which ho was thou obliged to 
copy fair, ofloner In >vritn in cipher, to weal, and 
to (lived, 'I'hiH hinted for many yearn. When tin* 
boy hud grown up into a youth, and i rally did that 
which ho lmi l hitherto only supposed lie was doing, 
the count took him to a huge wuling-luhlo, in which 
all hia lot tern and packets lay unbroken, having Ivm 
preserved us uxoreiws of the former time. 

Another exorcise which the count rcijniml of hi** 
pupil will not li in l Hiich universal applause. Lirocln* 
lmd been ohliged to pmdimi himself in imitating. a« 
accurately uh possible, Ilia handwriting of hi'* had and 
niuatcr, llmt ho might Uuih velieva him fimu llie liouhln 
of writing himself. Not only in hiiHimvH, hut n!m» in 
lovo-nlfairs, the young mail lmd to take the place of 
hia pvucoptov. Tim count wan passionately tiUm-hed 
to a Judy of rank mid lalonl. If In* stopped in her 
eoeioty till luto ul night, bin fieri clary wuh, in l ho 
mean while, sitting at home, and hammering mil the 
most ardent luve-lolters i the count chose one of these, 
and sent it that very night to hh» beloved, win* w««* 
thus nucossurily convinced of the inextinguishable 
fire of her passionate adorer. Such early oNpeiieiirew 
wove scarcely fitted to give the youth Urn mod 
exalted notion of written com mumcu( imm about 
love. 

An irreconcilable hatred of the priesthood lmd 
established itsidf in this man, who served two spirit- 
ual electors, and had probably apriing from l)m con- 
templation of the ratio, tasteless, mind-destroying 
foolery whicli tho monks in Uernmny were itectm* 
toiried to curry on in many purtH, and thus hindered 
and destroyed every sort of cultivation. 1 1 in letter# 
on Monastieiflin caused great attention i they worn 


received with great appiatmo hy till rimi'nimuM ami 
ninny t'ulholicH. 

1C l loir vnii Imrodio oppuaed every tiling l lint rail 
Itn mill'd aeimihility, ami even decidedly avoided lltu 
vary appearance <>1* U, ho novel ihelouM did nut conceal 
a lotnlor paternal uU’eclinii fur liia eldest daughter, who, 
indeed, wan untiling ohm hut umiuhle. Sho wan mlhor 
hIuuI than tall of hIuLuio, and delicately huilt: lior 
Ilgam wax freu ami gimeful, her oyoa very Murk, 
while nothin].' eunld ho rnmoivod purer and mmo 
blooming than hoi » omplexinn. Sho alao loved her 
father, and imdiuod to hi* Hontimonls. Iteing an active 
man of lamineas, mo-.l of lun tinio wan roiiMilmd In 
work' a belonging In Ilia calling; ami, a:» the gnento wlm 
Hlnpped at Ilia hoimo worn really allraotod hy bin %sifn 
ami not hy him, anriely idhudrd him hut liUh* plran- 
uri'. At tahlo ho wiih ohoorfal and cnlei turning, and 
at li’imt emloaVniirod (<> keep bin hoaul fien from tho 
apioo of Hoimihility. 

Whoever Known the viown and mode of thought of 
Fran von l«urorhe, and, hy a long life and many 
wrilingH, aim him become homauahly known to eveiy 
(lor man, may porlmpa rompcrt that a dmnoi.lio incon- 
gruity muni have uimon lime. Nothing of the kind. 
She wan llm numt wonderful woman, and l Know no 
other to compare to hur. Slenderly and dolimtely 
huilt, rather tall than almit, aim hail, even to her iimtn 
tulvuiioed yearn, managed to pre«orve a certain elm 
guncn, liolh of form and of conduct, which plcimanlly 
(luolualod helween tho conduct of a imhlo lady and 
that of one of tho citizen chew. Her drew had hern 
the Hu mo for aoveral yearn. A neat little cap with 
winga very well hern mo her Hinall head and delicate 
face, ami her hi own or gray clothing gave re pi me and 
dignity to her picnence. Shu Hpuko well, and alwuya 
know Imw to give importance to wlml alio auid hy an 
expreHaioii of fooling. Her conduct wiih pci fed ly (ho 



est peculiarity of her character is not yet. expressed : 
it is difficult to designate it. She seemed to take 
interest in everything, but really nothing acted upon 
her. She was gentle toward every one, and could 
endure everything without suffering: the jests of her 
husband, the tenderness of her friends, Oho sweetness 
of her child reu, — to all this she replied in tl\o sumo 
manner; and thus she always remained herself, with- 
out being affected in tho world by good and evil, or in 
literature by excellence and weakness. To this dis- 
position she owes that independence which she main- 
tains even to an advanced age, through ninny sad, nay, 
sorrowful, events. But, not to be unjust, I must state 
that her sons, then children of dazzling beauty, often 
elicited from her au expression different from tlmt 
which served her for daily use. 

Thus 1 lived for a time in a wonderfully pleasant 
society, until Merck came with his family. Here aroso 
at once new affinities; for while the two ladies ap- 
proached each other, Merck had come into closer con- 
tact with Herr von Laroche ns a connoisseur of the 
world and of business, as a well-informed and travelled 
man. Tho hoy associated himself with tho boys ; and 
thu daughters, of whom the oldest soon particularly 
attracted me, fell to my share. It is a very pleasant 
sensation when a new passion begins to stir in us, 
Wore tho old one is quite extinct. Thus, when tho 
sun is setting, one often likes to see the moon rise on 
the opposite side, and takes delight in the doublo lustro 
of tho two heavenly lumiuaries. 

, There was now no lack of rich entertainment, either 
in or out of the house. W e wandered about the spot, 
and ascended hhronbreitstciu on this side of the river, 
and the Carthaus on the other. The city, the Moselle 
•rii gv, the ferry which took us over the Rhine, all gave 
U<1 1 e myst Vftr * c d delight. The new castle was not 



yot oil lit . moio uiuoii u» tor pmrn n nm< it wua in 
aland, and itllnwnl In him* lln« piopuialnry Nlmlrhra. 

amid liman cheorfnl rirrnnmtanrrH wan 
ilili-limlly dnvidoprd llml olemont of imanrmhlniioas, 
whirli, hnlh in enllivulrd and unrnllivutrd rirrlra, 
ordinarily hJmmvh ila malign I'llrrla. Ali'irk, at oiiw 
ruM ami irallons, Saul iml loiitf )inlrnrd In that ruin'- 
apnialmiro l»«*f«n*u lm nllrrrd aluml litany wapj'mh 
linliuiiH miirrl hinj.t (.ho thinpa whirli worn (ho Mlhjoi ts 
of t1i.Hrmn>'0, ii m wall na llm prraoim ami llmir rirrnin* 
alumna; whiln )m rrvrulrd to nm in arrrot llm nildnal 
ihin^'i, whirli ivally worn rniirrulrd nmlrr them. I'njit* 
jcal wrrrla wvro imvrr lum-Jinl on, Mol 1 , imlml, any- 
thing llial, muM lmvo had a drliiiilo ronnrrt inn : In' 
only nunlo nm ultoiitivo to poianmi, who, without rr- 
jiiailmhlo (ali'ula, roiilrivo, hy a mlnin (art, to olilaiu 
(mnoiial inllm'iiri', aml.hy an unpminlauni with many, 
Uy to malm miutrlhiui' out of llmnmrlvivi ; ami from 
thin l inn* loi wanla I hail o|i|ioitunily to oluorvo anvriul 
moil of din unit. Si urn mii')i jH'ivioin mumlly r)miij;n 
lla'ir jilai'i*, and na liavrllria ronm, now horn, now 
lla'n*, lliry lmvo (ho advanlui'r of imvolty, whirli 
almidd nrilhrr hr onviod mu' Mjmilril ; for lltia in a 
inrii' rnutouauy nmllrr, whirh ovory liavollor lam oflon 
ovjH'iirmrd In hia honrlil, and ovoiy romdonl to hit 

del I ilaml . 

Ho dial, h i il may, it ia omm^li, dial, from dial, limn 
fmwuid, wo rlarmlmd an uummy, nay, rnvioim, utlon- 
lion In I'l'ojilr { »f da'Miut, who wont uitout on ihoirown 
an oiuit, ni'l um'liot in ovmy rity, and aouj'hl l.o pain 
an inllnonoo, at Imml, in aniim fuinilirn. 1 lmvo rrp* 
H’M'iihd a li'iidor and aofl Hporimm of ihonn ^nild 
hiolluon in M I'alor Uroy;" unoihor, of nioro iijiImomm 
and IdiliiliioNa, in a rat nival play In hr hrrraflm puh- 
Imliml, whirli 1 11*11 1 m tin* lillr, "SalyroH, or llm llrillod 
'NVooil-dovil." Thin | huvo dona, if not with faimraa, 
at Irani with j.»ood humour. 







atiU worked quitftolTl? lementS ° f our little aoci < lt y 

partly united by our own ^ ° De Up0D , auotber : we W01 '0 
and partly restrained ai ?. d st ^ e of breeding, 

hostess, who being bid / ni P acubar c °uduct of our 
passed around he? alwuvf ^ iY by thafc which 
ideal notions and wife resig ? ed he ; >solf to CG1 '^» 
them in a friendlv i i f ® Understood how to utter 

soften everything^ share ^T° T* Way > contlived to 

P»y, and l So h <C Si “ the 00 “- 

Merck liarl T 1 D aii t]iafc was uneven. 

so that the party srooratrfT K St the right; timo ' 
"went with him nLi ?• > ed 011 the best of terms. I 

ing up the Phine toward^ Wh f h was retllru ' 

vessel went very slowlv Jf TT ’ ^ alfchoil S l1 this 
sought the captain nr/ f Y e nevei ‘theless be- 
^joyedatlSreMi n -^ > to hurry himself. Thus wo 

in the most aplendM varioils ob ^ ecfcs ' whicl h 

beauty every hour and T a { he . r ' seem fco increase hi 
ableness, ever to cbnn * 1 111 § rea tness and agree- 

while I S the i%7l r d J , wish -^at 
arach, Bingen, Ellfeld Sfc * Goar > Bac}l " 

readers may be able tn Bibench, every one of my 
We had sketched inT*/ . tbese spots to memory, 
least, gained a deeper i// 1 ' 101181 ^ and had thus, at 

changes of those sdendid P fii eSS1 ° n tbe fc bousand-fold 

being so much lonlw *\? es \ At the sa ^e time, by 
Nation on so a f » coramu- 

came so much the L™ tblngSj 01111 connection be- 
f eat influence ove! me a J f’ that Merck &ned a 
became indispensable tn hi v aS a good GOm panioii, 
ence. My eye.sll.'l]? f ° r a co “fortable exist- 
the contemplation of art for /] U J- e> a 8 n “ 1 , turned to 
fort collections afforded* me « UC j! tbe beautiful Frank- 
m paintings and engraving ?PP 0rtui %> both 
indebted to the kindness oA™ * have been much 
reich, but especinllv f,. ^?r Ettlmg and Ehron- 


UUl.ATlNti TO MY l.llli 


nature in ml became wilh me u paHHinit, which, in 
highest moments, must have appeared In others, 
innate umuleur.s iim they might he, almost like mud- 
i; and ln»w could Hindi an inclination he belter fus* 
d limn hy a constant observation of the excellent 
ks of i dm Nolherhinder.s i That 1 might niako 
iidf practically unjiminli'd with these things, Nelli- 
d gave mo a little mom, where ( funml everything 
, waw requisite for oil painting, and painted after 
lie Home wimple NiihjrrtH of still life, one of which, 
rtnimoshoM knife handle, inlaid with Hilver, no uhIoii- 
d my master who had last visited me an hour 
no, that he maintained one of )ii« Hiihordinate «r- 
i muni have heen with me during tlm time. 

[ad 1 patiently gone on pmetining on mu-h objects, 
hing their light, and the pccnharUicH of their mu- 
, I might have formed a noil, of practical akill, and 
[e a way for Kniiiethhig higher, 1 wan, however, 
'rated hy the fault of all ililrttmifr ’that of 
lining with wlmt in moat dillleull, and overwriting 
triform the impossible; and I homu involved myself 
pcater nnderlukingH, in which 1 Hindi fast, both 
else they were beyond my technical capabilities, 
because I could not always maintain and 

alive that loving attention and patient industry hy 
eh even the beginner accomplishim something, 
it the Hiintn lime, | was once more carried into a 
ier Kplaue, liy liudiiig an opportunity of piucluiHiug 
e line plaster casts of nnliipie IhsuIh. Tiie IlnlianH, 
i visit the fairs, often brought with them good aped- 
is of the kind, and wold them cheap, after they had 
•u moulds of them. In this manner I net up for 
■elf a little imiHenui ; as I gradually hi ought together 
I lead h of til** huoroun, Ids ho|im, and Niohea datigh- 
. 1 ulna bought miniatme copieH of the most im- 


maiutaiu nil the talent, tasto, or other inclination that 
might live within me, I applied a good part of the day, 
According to my father’s wish, in the duties of an advo- 
cate, for the practice of which I chanced to find the 
best opportunity. After the death of my grandfather, 
my uncle Toxtor had come into the council, and con- 
signed to inc the little olftces to winch I was equal ; 
while the brothers Schlosser did tho same. I made 
myself acquainted with tho documents: my father also 
read them with much pleasure; as, by means of his 
son, he again saw himself in an activity of which ho 
had been long deprived. We talked the mailers over, 
and with great facility : T then made the necessary 
statements. We had at hand an oxcollent copyist, on 
whom one could rely for all legal formalities; and this 
occupation was the more agreeable to mo, as it brought 
me closer to my father, who, being perfectly satisfied 
with my conduct in this respect, readily looked with 
an eye of iudulgeuce on all my other pursuits, iu the 
ardent expectation that I should now soon gather in a 
harvest of fame ns an author. 

vSince, in every epoch, all things are connected to- 
gether, Injcnuse the ruling views and opinions arc rami- 
fied in the most van oils manner; so in tho scieneo of 
,IU thebe maxims were gradually pursued, according 
to which religion and morals were treated. Among 
the attorneys, as tho youuger people, and thou among 
,1 ‘ judges, ns the older, a spirit of humanity was dif- 
U"Od: and nil vied with each other in boingns humane 
n> po.w de, even iu legal nfiairs. Prisons wore improved, 
i nmos excused, punishments lightened, legitimations ren- 
t ; rei cas) , separations and unequal nmi riagcs oncom- 
r r , ; . u , lul uf 0U1 ‘ eminent lawyers gained for liimself 
'-s aim*, when ho contrived, by hard fighting, 



to pi in f«*r tin* hui of mi cxcruliouer tut entrance into 
the. cnllepc i»f Mitj'i’nir*. In vain iliit puihU niul rnr- 
p.mliMini oppose: mm dam after another wai broken 
lluoiif'h. Tim lit imi of llm i i* li;< i < him pit lie* (owuul 
each til 1 u*l* Win imi merely laU/dil, lull piu< turd ; uinl 
tlm civil rouMiCuliun u«n (htculeiad withuetiil >•* » a u( i»i- 
iiilhtence, wht'ii lit** ellorl was imnlu In recommend in 
that /{*nul»)iuiiioHivil ii/jc, with miderolumlin/f, milleneM*, 
mill power, toleration l own id l lie .lew*. Thorm m«w 
milijci In fur li'/'ul I real nu'itl, wliicli fay without tlm law 
uinl liudilimi, anti only luitl claim (o a fair examina- 
tinn, U> a Kindly nympalliy, 1 1*« pi 1 1 01 1 , til tin* eaum time, 
a mure imlutiil uinl uiiiiimtcil elyle. Hem I'm* iih, (lm 
ymiiifti'nl, wiim o|h»iic «1 u 1‘liici fill Held, in which we 
liiad led uhotil wilh delight ; and I Mill recollect (hut 
nil imperial chiiiii illoi ’» ujjeiil, in u t u»o of the hmi 1 4 m«*iiI 
inn ii very )">)itn letter of contmcudiil mn, Tlm Kirin )) 
plnulotjt** mci veil lm for p.ilteruM ami for i>( iiuiilmit-i. 

Wa wain lima on ilia way to heenme heller oulora 
tlmii juri»ln, a. fuel la which lmnip,« Hchlor.ev unco 
culled In)' afteiil imi, Mamin/* inn while iloinj; no. I 
tniil Inin that f hud lead In my climlri a emit mvetny, 
written with much eneij*y, in iheii favour. at which 
they had ehmvn llm /{je/ilrM, call •fart inn. To thin lie 
replied, " lu ihia cin.a you Imva jimvcd nmit« an mil Imi 
limn mi ud Vacate. Wn miiil never imh Imw midi a 
|m j*i*r nmy pleam tlm rlienl, hut Imw it mny plainm 

tile jllilpi*.'* 

Am Llm iircupitmim to which one devotee hia day 
ma never no HeiiouM uinl pienum/t that he cumml Hud 
tiiaa ciuaij{h in the iivciiin/t (a fpi tn (ho piny; wo it, 
Whh with inn, who, in the waul »«F a really /(nod nlu/»i\ 
did imt mriii I bin kin/,' of f lm t li'i intm theatre, in order 
to dheuver Imw mm mi/;hl roJipernlu upon it with 
uny daj.(ini nf uctivily. 1 1 *i comlilion in (he aernud 
half of tin* hi'ii. century i 1 * huH'mieiit ly Known, and 
avery mm who wiMie.'i to ha inMi tided ahoiit it limbi 



personality of the actors than upon the value ot the 
pieces. This was especially the caso with pieces half 
or wholly extemporised, when everything depended 
on the humour and talent of the comic actors. The 
matter of such plays must be takeu from the common- 
est life, in conformity with the people before whom 
they nro acted. From this immediate application 
arises the greatest applause, which these plays have 
always gaiued. They were always at home in South 
Germany, where they are retained to the present day ; 
and the chango of persons alone renders it necessary 
to give, from timo to time, some change to the char- 
acter of the farcical masks. Uovvevor, the German 
theatre, in conformity with the serious eharaetor of 
the nation, soou took a turn toward tho moral, which 
was still more accclorated by an external cause. For 
tho question arose, among strict Christians, whether 
tho theatre belonged to those sinful things which are 
to be shunned at all events, or to those indifferent 
things which may turn out good for tho good, and bad 
for the bad. Some zealots denied the latter, and held 
fast tho opinion that no clergyman should over outer 
the theatre. Now, tho opposite opinion could not bo 
maintained with onevgy, unless tho theatre was de- 
clared to ho not only harmless, but oven useful. To 
be useful, it must be moral; and in this direction it 
developed itself in North Germany tho moro as, by a 
sort of half-taste, the comic character 1 was banished, 
ami, although intelligent persous took his part, was 
furred to retire, having already gono from tho coarse- 
ness of the German Hansiourst (jack-pudding) into 


mJ '.Vu 0 ,u - st k r o porson.” That is to say, tho permanent buffoon, 
L ° 11,0 Gemian puppet-shows, or " SgaiiareHo ” 

la Mol^re’s hroaC coinedits.-- T uans. 



i.slmil : llm laller 1 nuw Jtluyt'd for the Inal limit by 
Kuril in bin obi age. 

I \ ii'lmnlHi m 'm novels luul ulmnlv nmila llir inhbllu 
rliiMHivs ulloiilive l«i a mo) r itelieulr umrulily. Tim 
ar.vem a i til inevitable mnsuigieiu’CH «i|' ii I'oiiii ni tin fuit.r. 
jms went minlywil in it frightful iimmier in " (Hal iemi." 
l,uHMtiigH •’ MiHH Sum Sampson " Irralnl l lm name 
llioiui', wliilaL "Tim Mmi'lmul nf l.ntitlon” t*x 1 1 il 
n miHguitlnl youth in Urn must terrible situation. 
Tim Fmiirli ilraniuM luul llm mime eml, but. prurerilnl 
ilium miMlriiilitly, utul rotilriveil In please by huihm 
iKT.niiiliiotbidOll at the end, lliilernl'a " IVhe <le 
Fmiiillo," "Tim Itemuublo ( -limiiinl," "Tim Viimg.ii 
nrul.-r” " Tim I’hilusupher witlmut. Knowing Il,*’ " Kn- 
guniu/' flint other wiijUm of llm unit, miilrtl llmt. Iioursl 
feeling nf riti/on iiiitl family wbirb began iimm ttml 
mum In prevail. With uh, " Tim (Imlrful Sou," "Tim 
tlesrilrr fmni Parental l.nve," ami all of their Kin, 
went the mum' way. "'I’lm Minister," " ( leiimntim," 
ami other pimm by IJrliler, "Tim (Irnmtn i'ulhrf **f a 
Family,” by (lemming, nil brought ugtmihly lu view 
lliu Wultll of tin* lllitblln amt avail nf (hr hitter elumi, 
mnl delighted llm great puhlir, KeKlml, by bin nubia 
personality, wbirb gave In llie uelni a piofeHaiun a 
tl i^niby in wbirb it hint hilheiln been ileileieiit, ele- 
vated to an imennitimn degree iba leading elmrmiera 
ill mieli pieeen; Miner, mm an Iuijm*h(, mall, llm expression 
of honesty sneerrdrd with him In perferl jnn. 

While tmw the (Imamu llieatra waa « njupleteiy 
inclining In elleininuey, Hehroder arose an butb mil bur 
mat urlnr, mat, prompted by llm rnimerlinn between 
Hamburg ami P.iiglund, mlnpleil some Kngliah mine, 
(lies. Tim material Ilf tbesa be enilbl only liaa ill llm 
must general way, sinee llm originals me fur llm immt 
purl form Itsji ; and, if limy begin well mnl iirmidiiig l»» 



accustomed lo a sustained work of art, at last un- 
willingly finds himself driven into the boundless. 
Besides this, a wild, immoral, vulgarly dissolute tone 
so decidedly pervades the whole, to nu intolerable 
degree, that it must have beeu difficult to deprive the 
plan and the characters of nil their bad trmnuors. 
They are a coarse, and, at the same time, dangerous, 
food, which can only bo enjoyed and digostod by a 
large and half-corrupted populace at a certain time. 
Schroder did more for these things than is usually 
known: he thoroughly altered them, assimilated them 
to the German mind, and softened them as much as 


possible. But still a bitter kernel always remains in 
them ; because the joke often depends on the lll-usngo 
of persons, whether they deserve it or not. In those 
performances, which were also widely spread upon our 
stage, lay a secret counterpoise to that too delicate 
morality ; and the action of both kinds of drama 


against each other fortunately prevented the monotony 
into which people would otherwise have fallen. 

T lie Germans, kind and magnanimous by nature, 
like to seo no one ill-treated. But as uo man, of 
however good a disposition, is safe having something 
put upon him contrary to his inclination, and as, lnore- 
ovvr, comedy in general, if it is lo please, always pre- 
supposes or awakens something of malice iti the 
spectator; so, by a natural path, did people come to 
a i onduct which hitherto had been deemed unnatural : 

ns consisted in lowering the higher classes, and more 
or ess attacking them. Satire, whether ill prose or 
erse h a d a i wayR nvo ided touching the court and 
lomuty. Ttabener refrained from all jokes in that 
1 ^ remained in a lower circle. Zachariii 

P liuself much with country noblemen, eomi- 



fully hi'Im loll 1 1 thru lamas unit j nth l ih i ll ins ; nil Hum 
is ilium willmul nonli'iuj'l. Thuiniimra " WillnO utiiic*," 
tin iiij;animm litth* i , «»m|n»:<iliMii, us |>l> *u*>ii nl, iim it j'h 
tfaiinsl #'mit j /rrbnjni )>m<ii»n (Im mil liar, 

liimsrlf h m il)li*iuul i Mini rnmtiiT, (|va(i‘il liis n\vn Humm 
uiis|anii|.'ly. Mut tin 1 IwiMrst wus luKoii hy 

Uixsin^, ill Ins *• iMniliu l Saint, li/‘ uliain llm pus-siona 
mu) ij)hiftui"i nf 1 In* hij;lmr flosses mi< th'liiianlml in a 
hillur and rutting umnimv. All llmm* (hill's jmilYetly 
rnni'ijxiiali'il t«» 1 1 in oxinlrd npiiiL uf llm linn*; and 
mail nf less ininil iitul (a In nl. ihmiphl limy intplil do 
tlm Hamt*, nr I'Vi'ii luma: u>< imlivil l S i m 1 1 1 1 . in nix 
unsavoury dishas, narvad up In tin* inalmuMi'i | mlilii* nil 
tlm tiilliits nf Ilia vulgar Uili’han. An Imin’il, nmii, 
Unfmtli Uainlmitlt, was tlm umjurdnmu »»t dtia un* 
jilt’insml I it mi i'll, (a ill**, minfnit and rdilirultnn of nil 
ilia puc.'ls. I'initi iiiia limn Ini waul tin* llnMltinil 
villains warn always rliosrn fmin Ilia hi^lmr limlin; 
anil a jiaiaau Inal In l>n a j.{niill*Mimii nf llm h>-i|rlui tuber, 
nr a! It'ii**!- u jiiivatn r.arretavv, tn hn wtalliy nf miali 
a iliM hintimi. Mat fur tin* iimM, pud Ir is nxiuujilns, dm 
liiphast olliiMs iumI plain* in tin* riiml unit rjvil Ini. 
Waia rhnu'ti, in whit’ll hiph mn-ii ty, nvan llm ju »>! i> ‘ iu- 
rias, fnuml tlmir plain as villains nf tin* !ii <»t wolni. 

Mol , in ) i»ni«l. fi'ar til rmd)* I Iml- I liava hern t art ini 
Imynml tin* timn whmli in nmv tlm Mihjnet. in lutml, 1 
ralurn tn what nmmiua mn, in nnlnr In lunation thn 
iin|ialsi> wlii«’li I full in dumpy inynuif in »ny leimun 
liniira wit h tin* I hand mu) pluns whii'li I Inal mint 
•lavisnl. 

My my hilling inlnrst in .s|inhes|H'ine'M wnrha, 1 
) in* l m» oxpundml my mind, I lint l)a« iiitimw mnipiiMM 
uf tha ala^n, mnl l, In* nlinil tiiun alluded In a rupin- 
nantaliuii, naainatl I o inn hy in* inaami Mullhiiht In 
hritijf fuiwaid ami mi limp i iti| uu | suit . 'I'lm lift* nf llm 
pallant < Jiity. \*nii Ih'ilit’hiia'au, wiiltan hy hinmnlf, 
ilujinllnil inn iulo tin* hihtnrir. innitn nf liaaliimnl- ; uml 



draiiiulir. f i it in also wont lmyoiui “II tlw.Uii» *1 bounds, 
it nil sou ('li l iiinm uiul mum t «* u j»i*i * »*«« h ihi* h'ing 
uvhiIh. I Inn t, ns I pit iri'i'i In 1 1 talked • it* urn •lanti.illy 
on lit in suhjoi't with my who Win lltt' ir ltd, 

ImmivI mid w»u l, ill HUi'li (lungs. mid tlo > • *•»*■ 

vnrsulion so ofton, without going l" ihul 

aim at lasl, ((lowing impiilmul. mid at 1 1 »*■ • no** 
wishing nm woll, urgonlly i<nlirat«d nm not 1“ l** 
always casting my wunls i nt« • tlm an. I*iiI.mim»» far 
all, to sot down upon jnijw'i that ulmli nm -f haw 
h(!im ho prosi'iiL to my mini), lVlm miimd la tin** 
impultKi, l lu'gan tmu immune t»* writ without having 
limilo any prrvimta skuli'h or plitn. I w »<•(«* il»** hi<t 
ficiiniiH, mill in tlm ovmiing thoy \vri<’ i<m«I ubmd t«* 
Oonmlm. ttlm gnvn Umm nnt»*h npphimm, hot only 
conditionally, sinm aim dnuhirti (lmt 1 mIhhiM go “ii 
so; nay, hIio avon o\[ii(<SKi<tl a ilrridrd unbeln-f in my 
pornovomimo. Thin only inritnl nm On* iiimim: I 
wroto on tlm imxt day, and id*n» tlm thiid. in- 

(imuBod with Iho daily roniimmh'ul inns, and f r* « m Mop 
to atop ovnrythihg gainod morn lift 1 ; whih* tin- nmttor, 
morooYw, hail hwonm thoroughly my own. TUu*» l 
kopt, witlmut intarruption, to my work, w limit l pm* 
flood straight on, looking imilhor hai'kitnu) nm - f«»r- 
\vanl, imithor to Iho right nor U» tlm loft ; mid ill nh«ml 
six woolen f had tlm plniisiiro to hoo iho iimittimi ipt 
slitohnd. 1 coinmunicalisl it to Mnivk, who ajM»kn 
flonsibly and kindly about it. I mml iL to Ih-idor, 
who, on Urn contrary, oxpronKud himwdf unkindly mid 
sovoroly, and did not fail, ill HOiuit lainpooiiM will Ion 
for tlm occasion, to givu inn nirlctinmi'H on iin ouitl. uf 
it. T dkl uot allow mysnlf to lm porplnxml by this, 
but took a clear viow of my ohjtmt. Tlm din \ir< now 
cant; and Iho only question was, how to jduv tlm 
gamo boat. T plainly saw that ovon Imro no mm 
would adviso mo; and, as nflui* Homo Uum l muld 


my woru un u ii nun piocrruou tumi meatier 
1 in i k l , l indeed |m«m i-ivcil, tlml, in my attempt to i *• - 
mainco unity of lime uml plum, 1 Inn) ulao infjin/pil 
vi poii tlml higher unity which i« m> much the mmn 
reiptiied. Since, without. plat) nr akelch, 1 hmi inerety 
ulmudoued myndf to my imagination urn) to an 
internal impulse, 1 hmt not. deviated much ill the 
br/jiiiliiliK, mnl the Jjjf.L mli could fuitly pans for wlml 
they worn iutemlcil to he. In llm following; min, 
however, ami imperially to wit id the cm!, J wan un- 
ciiiiHcinUHly nil rii'il ulmi}; hy a wundnful pension. 
While trying In desciilie Ailetheiil na ttmiuhlc. I lm«l 
fallen in love with her mynelf, my jM-ii wuu iu« 
vohmlmily devoted to her alone, the inlcte*>t in 
her fate Knitted the pioffondeimicn ; ami «•«, upmt 
thin rmnuilemt ion, (lot/, toward the end, in without 
activity, and aflerwaid only lelnimi to an unlucky 
)*iuiici]tiitioa in the" Ituiieiaklie^," 1 nothin}' wan mote 
nutuiul than that, a chin mint; woman should niipplutil 
him in I )»*• mind of tin* author, who, raetin;; ••)} the 
fetteiH of ail, (ImUf'hl to liy hiunelf in a new field. 
Tina defect,, or rather thn culpable j.upn Unity, I main 
perceived; Mince (he nutuie ol my poi-liy always im- 
pelled me fu unity. I now, instead of the )iiM}*taphy 
of (hit/, uml (Seiinuii nut it jtnl if-s Kept, my own work 
in mind, and nought to j*ive it uune uml mute hiMnii° 
calami national :iul»;<luncti, and to cancel that which 
W'lia fitlmioUH or merely proceeded flout passion. In 
tliia ( indeed sun djeed much, m» the iiiclinatioii of the 
man had to yield to the conviction of the nitiat, 
Thun, for instance, I had plmmed myself highly hy 
timkiiUt AdeUjeid ruler in a teirilic noilmmi) py |*iy • 
Hceue, ami perforin wonders hy her hcauliful piencmr. 
A nearer e\amiua(i«m Imnmhid her; mid (he Jove aitair 
lieLWeeli I’iahZ and Ida ttnhle, {•lai'ioim lady, which \ui , i 
very ciicuiiiHtatiliully cairied mi in l lie fniiith ami 

1 TIm* win, lueeiei Ju^ tte* ,Ai»/io*rla la {Vaine. 


'I'll l Hit. 



nmniwovipt, which l id ill lu timllv in it * uu- r ’i* 

mil aluipo, ! determined to t cuttle Uu* whole, and did 
thin with mirli m livily* (hat. in a fasv v\ **»» k •« an ru- 
lively now-niad** piece jay heft in* na 1 . 1 unit in wmh 
upon this all (ho ipiirkor, the l*”*-* my i 1 1 ( r nl i< »it \w*s 
over lo luivo the nomad poem printed ; us I 
upon thin likewise us a mom pivpiiiuloi y o\eirj*\ 
which in In Lino ) hIiouM u^uin lay al 1 1 »* • hmnduhmt 
of a now Irnitnmnt, lo ho uiront|*lr<ht'd uilh jjimlrr 
imhmlvy nml deliherulimi. 

When I begun lo lay l*cfmo Motel; tmmy I'Iojkv .da 
kh to Uio way in which l uhnuld nut. about I hi** led;, 
ho laughed at am, ami jinked what was the meaning 
of thin perpetual writing ami rewriting/ Tin 1 thing, 
ho mini, hy tIliH mourn*, heenjiies only 1 1 1 Di’i •*ii( , ami 
Holdoiu bolter: one must wo what ollorl mm thing 
produces, anil than again try Nonicthing now. ” Ho 
in limo at Uio hedge, if you wouhl dry ymir linen I*’ 1 
ho exclaimed, in Um worda of the proverb ; hesitation 
and delay only make umcvlnin man. On the other 
Imiul, 1 replied to him, Umt. it would ho unpleasant 
to mo to ollor to a bookseller a work **u which 1 
lind bestowed so much nUeehiin, and (*erlmp* to loreivu 
a refusal as an iinawar; for how would limy judge »»f u 
young, nameless, and uIho audacious author i Am my 
dread of Uio proas gradually vanished, 1 had wished 
to see printed my coniody *• Dio MilHohuldigeii,“ upon 
which I act some value j hut i found no publisher 
inclined in my favour. 

]loio the tnchnicftlly mercantile lusto of my friend 
was at oneo excited. Hy manna of iho Inundfud 
Muno (Gazette), lio lmd nlrcndy formed u eoni.er. 
Hon willi I oar ned mon and booksellers; and therefore 

l AngUc6: Mnko hay while iho mm hIiItioh. 



Jto thought lluil \\ *■ niiphl. in piinh*li ui mu own i*\- 
jh'iim* dim niii;*ulur mill rrihiiuly Milking wmk. unit 
tlmt \Vn slmuM tlmivn a tali a T pi "lit fmni il. l.ikn 
many odmia, hr innl oftru in trrk'Mi up fur llm hunk- 
mOlrra tlmir prolil, whii'li willi many woiku Wum rri* 

tuinly m i‘iprrinlly il mu' l**fi nut of tin* nt 

how inurh wuh In . l liy ntlu*r writiiij'u ami rnmniririul 
i, I lui is. In aluul, il tta'i m-Ulml that I ulnnilil ptiniuo 
tin* pajn»r, ami (hat he nlmuM (akr ran* of (In* pcmfinjf. 
Tlum wn wont hnulily to work, uml | wum mil ili*o 
plnu.nl pmituully In M'i* my wilil iliiiuiulir ukrirli in 
rluan pionf-alnvlu : il lunknl (rally urutrr than I iny- 
nrlf uxjM'rlnl. Wu rnuiplrlnl llm wmk, amt il wum 
will oil’ in many pud rla. I'li-fian hm^ a }>n*at riminim 
limi uitwo ovi'iy wlii'ir : (In' altrndnii whirh it ••1111(111 
luTuiiin univniMil. I hit. hrrumir, willi our linatnl 
nmuiH, tlm rnpii'M iniilil not ho will ipiiiklv rnmiph 
to all pail*!, a pitalni nlilinn miiMrnly niutli' Um up* 
pninimi'. Ah, lunirnvrr, limn* nuiM hr no iiiiinntiiitn 
li'liilii, rHpn ially in irmly iimimy, Ini llm mpim uml 
mil, ho wum I, iim u ymnip mini in a family wlm-o 
llnimny 1'inilil not )m in an alaimlanl 1 oialilimt, al dm 
vary linm when unirli atlmdnii, nay, nno h upplatr-.r, 
wuh Im'.hIuwciI upon um, rxtrmimly j«*i pli*\i «l in (u ln»w 
I hIhuiIiI pay fui* dm pa}n*r l»y iiiruim of whirl) | hail 
nmilu llm wnrlil iu'i|imiii(nl with my ialmt. On dm 
olJiri - luiml, Mi'i'rk, wlm know* Ih*Upi* how In lmlp 
hinaiulf, uiiti'ilainnl llm hm>l |m|mi dial all wmikl mm»j» 
*-oihu I'itflil apain; hut 1 novrl prirrjvml dial In Ut 
llm ram*. 

Through dm I idle pamphlrla whirli t hml pnh* 
IIhIii'iI anoiiy nnuifily, l hml, ill my nwu t'\prm<i*, hr- 
*'oiiii» iiripmintnl with dm 1 ritiru unit da* puhtir ; anti 
1 Wuh {him pji'tty writ pivpurnl r»»r plain* ami hlanm, 
I'HpiTinUy mh for many yriuu l hml < om tundy fnllownl 
Up llm Hilhjrrt, uml hml nlnrivnl ln*\v dm n unlhnl/i 
wmi Irriilnl In whniii l hml ilrviilnl puili' iilar ultmilinn. 



ceive how much that was unfounded, one-sided, ana 
arbitrary, was recklessly uttered. Now the same thing 
befell me; and, if T had not had some basis of my own, 
how much would the contradictions of cultivated men 
have perplexed mo! Thus, for instance, there was 
in The German Mercury a diflusc, well-inenut crit- 
icism, composed by sonic man of limited miud. Where 
be found fault, I could not agree with him, — • still loss 
when he stated how the affair could have been douo 
otherwise. It was therefore highly gratifying to mo, 
when immediately afterward I found a pleasant ex- 
planation by Wielaml, who in general opposed the 
critic, and took uiy part against him. However, 
the former review was printed likewise : I saw ati 
example of the dull state of mind among well-in- 
formed and cultivated men. How, then, would it look 
with the great public ? 

The pleasure of talking over such things with 
Merck, and thus gaining light upon thorn, was of 
short duration; for the intelligent Landgravine of 
Hesse-Darmstadt took him with her train on her 
journey to Petersburg. The detailed letters which 
ho wrote to me gave me a farther insight iuto the 
world, which I could the more make my own ns 
the descriptions were made by a well-known and 
friendly hand. But nevertheless I remained very 
solitary for a long time, and was deprived just at this 
important epoch of his enlightening sympathy, of 
which I then stood in so much need. 

Tor as oue may happen to form tho resolution, of 
becoming a soldier, and of going to the wars, and 
courageously determines .to bear danger and difficul- 
ties, as well as to endure wounds and pains, and oven 
death, but at the same time never calls to mind tho 
jiarticular cases in which those generally anticipated 
evils may surprise us in an extremely unpleasant 



inuimur , au mm uveiy uuu vvxiu vcumtes mw 

tho world, especially an author; and so it was with 
me. As tho great part of mankind is move excited 
by a subject than by tho treatment of it, so it was 
to the subject that tho sympathy of young men for 
my pieces was generally owing. They thought they 
could see in them a banner under tho guidance of 
winch all that is wild and uupolished in youth might 
find a vent; and those of the very best brains, who 
had previously harboured a similar crotchet, were thus 
carried away. I still possess a letter — I know not 
to whom — from the excellent, and, in many respects, 
unique, Burger, which may servo as au important 
vouchor of the offect aud excitoment which was then 
produced by that phenomenon. On the other side, 
some men blamed me for painting the club-law in 
too favourable colours, and even attributed to me the 
intention of bringing those disorderly times back again. 
Others took me for a profoundly learned man, and 
wished mo to publish a new edition, with notes, of 
the original narrative of the good Gotz, — a task to 
which 1 felt by no means adapted, although I allowed 
iny name to bo put on tho title to the new impression. 
Because I had understood how to gather the flowers 
of a great oxistence, they took mo for a careful 
gardenor. However, this learning and profound knowl- 
edge of mine wore much doubted by others. A re- 
spectable man of business quite unexpectedly pays me 
a visit. I considered myself highly honoured by this, 
especially when he opened his discourse with the 
praise of my “ Got/, von Berliehiugen,” and my good 
iusight into German history ; but 1 was nevertheless 
astonished when I perceived that he had roally come 
for the sole purpose of informing me that Gblz von 
Berliehiugen was not a brother-in-law to l 1 ' ran/, von 
Sichiugon, arid that therefore, by this poetical matri- 
monial alliauce, I have committed a great liistorical 



mid morn friendly riuuierlicni, ju*l ui in iionlem t i m*’H 
wo cull pi >s( iliutiN '• 1 >i tit lu*t . -in low." 1 \\ i( hone being 
bound to lliniii by liny fuiuily lit'. I (bunked bun n*i 
well oh I could for Ihm information, mid only irgirUvd 
that tho evil waa now not to bo lemcdird. Tl*r< W4c< 
regretted by him also; wbilo Im t* \ In »i t f« I mo m llm 
kindest manner to it fmlhei cl inly of ibe Ibimiii 
history mid ooiinliUtlinii, mid olleivd urn bii bbtaty, 
of which I iiftoi wiikIm nmdo u good h*"’. 

A droll event of llm noil which occmnd to ne\ w.i-i 
tho vital of a lmokaeller, who, with chcotful 
requested a dozen of hhcIi pieces, and piniiuecd Co |m\* 
well for them. That \vn made mi me Ives very unity 
about this may bo imagined • u t o I ye(, in fmi. be uni 
not ho very far wrong; for I was tilt emly gi rally 
occupied in moving hiirUwuidfi mid furwnnki I’loin 
tliis turning-point in t human lntdmy, mid in winking 
up llm cliiof events in u similar npiril, n lumhihln 
design, which, like ninny others, was fimdtulid by 
tho mailing (light of lime. 

ihftl play, however, hud not solely occupied (he 
author; but while it wan deviled, writlen, n*\vi illen, 
printed, and circulated, other iiuagcH ami plane weie 
moving jn bin mind. Those wliieli eoiiM Im (icnl**«l 
dianmtieally had llm advantage of being ofloiir^l 
thought over and brought near (o execution; bill at 
the Rftmo time \v»m devolojHtd a truiisilmn (.• ntiollo-r 
oi m, which in not usually clmwed with those of tlm 
n’amn, hut yet luia a great nlliuity with them. M'Iih 
tmisitron was chiolly brought about. by u peeiilimify 
o lo aulluu, which fiiHliioucd soliloquy into dialogue. 

Accustomed to pnss his timo most pleasantly in 

d.il’.iiSi'S" ksskt s* •* "**«>* - 


Ktini'ly, In' ovoti .'olitiuy thought into mm ml 

niliwi.-ip, mill lhi*i in tin* f« »l l« » \\ i i it » iimiiiH’r; l i «« Imd 
tho hilhil, whm ho Wu-i nhnjo, i»* ni|)»i;» l«dmo hi‘» 
mind uiiy pommi of liiu u* ipmiulimi o. Thhi pni.mi ho 
onlinilnl t « » r*il- ilmni, wullod up mid down 1 >v him, 
mum i iumI nluiidihj; hotmn him, uml iliMnuiM'd \sit!i 
Inin mi tho nuhjoii. Im* hud in hi’i mint!. Tn (hi>< tho 
poi.siiu imnwoinl mi nrni'don minind, nr hy (In* nidi- 

naty m’nlmfn r<i>'iuli<*< ! hi * mient nr »li* '« iil, in width 
ovory mutt lum MMiirlhiiijj jt-iulim l«» hinm-lf. Tim 
HJH'ulvli' t 1 m *11 •■MlililllHil tn nil IV “lit. fuillirl thill W h it'll 
Hnmii'il tti jijniin tho f'iM-4, m In ipiulify aim l dotim* 
mini' Hourly Uml of whirh ho dinippmwd, uml, lltmily, 
win Ji'dito oiitiiij'h tn j;ivn up liiu imtimi. Tli»' ixlilnnt. 
purl nf tho at I fair Win, that ho novor jmlmlnl |«-i , "ii , t % »f 
Ilia illdllUltn U<-i|UuiM(ilMt O, hilt tilO'.i* U fi'Hit ho Mill hilt 
Holilmu, iiuv, t'OVoi ail wlin livid u( u diutmiro in tho 
world, mid with Itlii'iii ho hud hud m l juji.'-imd oi«nm*o* 
tit tn. Tlioy worn, hnwovoi, ohiHly {h-imiiim who, innio 
of ii rooopt ivn limn rnnummii ut ivo imltm*, uio inoly 
with ii |»tit n foolinj* (n tuKo inloio.t in tho tliiiipi who It 
full within ihoit oplioio ; (lintirh ho ulim miiiiIiikih il 
cim(iudii |inj; ;>|>ii it i tn tin n • l ui1<m I ii* r\i’ii’i"“', I'oi 
NuiiH of Imlh j'ovi- i, of I'Voiy i»;*o mot hint, m*< uni- 
Iliodiltnl (hoiU"o|\i* t In tho-iil ill*. i U.mmimU'I, uml olmUtd 
lliotnuolvou tdilij'inj' uml iijtioruhlo ; hini'o ho nnly n»M 
VoiHod on Mihjoil'i wliirli woio rliutr to iln-ui, uml 
whiolt tlioy Ithi'd. Novoitlodc mi, ii wmild huvo up 
piMiod o.vtroimdy nliuiij'o to many of (horn, muM thoy 
huvo lomio-d lin\v ofii-n tlioy wno Mtinnmiwd to iho’-M 
idonl oijiivoioul i*»nu; r<uu n utnny >>f {lu'tu wmihl Muirojy 
Imvn mum to it i mil mm. 

How Hourly hi)i*li it iiM'iit ii 1 di<d"|MO’ in iihin to u 
wrillmi ooiifipnudoiii o i?i plain riimipli : only in tlm 
llltlor tino Horn letuilioil tin* 1'iiulidotO'o mu* hiri )«•■• 
htowoil 5 wllilo, in tho forillor, mm I'lViilM fill' ulm'fi mdf 
H i , nnlitio||rn wliirli in now. ovn -rlmnuiim. uud umo. 



the plan of giving his sontiments iu letters : ior all 
gloominess is a birth, a pupil, of solitude; whoever 
resigns himself to it flies all opposition, and what is 
more opposed to him than a cheerful society ? Tho 
enjoyment in life felt by others is to him a painful 
reproach; and thus, by that which should charm him 
out of himself, he is directed back to his inmost soul. 
If he at all expresses an opinion on this matter, it will 
be by letters; for no one feels immediately opposed to 
a written effusion, whether it be joyful or gloomy : 
while an answer containing opposite reasons gives the 
lonely one an opportunity to confirm himself in his 
whims, — an occasion to grow still more obdurate. 
The letters of Worlher, which are written in this 
spirit, have so various a charm, precisely because bhoir 
different contents were first talked over with several 
individuals in such ideal dialogues; while it was after- 
ward in the composition itself that they appeared to 
be directed to otic frieud and sympathiser. To say 
more on the treatment of a little book which has 


formed the subject of so much discussion would hardly 
lie advisable ; but, with respect to the contents, some- 
thing may yet be added. 


lhat disgust with life has its physical and its moral 
causes: the former we will leave to the investigation 
of the physician, the latter to that of the moralist, and, 
in a matter so often elaborated, only consider the chief 
point, where the phenomenon most plainly expresses 
itself. All comfort iu life is based upon a regular 
recurrence of external things. The change of day and 
night, of the seasons, of flowers and fruits, and what- 
ever else meets us from epoch to epoch, .so Lhat we 
can ant should enjoy it, — these arc the proper springs 
car 1 j life. The more open we arc to these enjoy- 



nieuus, urn; impjJici uu wu iuui Diuauivua , uuu n 

changes in these phenomena roll up and down before 
119 without our taking interest in them, if wo are in- 
sensible to such beautiful offers, then cornea on the 
greatest evil, the heaviest disease: we regard, life as ft 
disgusting burden. It is said of an English nmu, that 
ho lmuged himself that he might no longer dross and 
undress himself every day. I knew a worthy gardener, 
the superintendent of the laying out of a largo park, 
who once cried out with vexation, “ Shall I always sco 
theso clouds moving from east to west?” The story 
is told of one of our most excellent men, that ho 
saw with vexation the returning green of spring, and 
wished that, by way of change, it might once appear 
red. These are properly the symptoms of a weariness 
of life, which does not unfrequoutly result in auicido, 
and wliich in thinking men, absorbed in themselves, 
was more frequent than can be imagined. 

Nothing occasions tliis weariness more than tho re- 
turn of love. Tho first love, it is rightly said, is tho 
only ono ; for in the second, and by the second, tho 
highest sense of lovo is already lost. Tho conception 
of the eternal and infinite, wliich devotes and supports 
it, is destroyed ; and it appears transient like every- 
thing else that recurs. The separation of the sensual 
from tho moral, which, in the complicated, cultivated 
world sunders the feoliugs of love and desire, produces 
here also an exaggeration which can lend to no good. 

Moreover, a young man soon perceives in others, if 
not in himself, that moral epochs change as well ns 
the seasons of the year. The graciousness of the groat, 
tho favour of the strong, the encouragement of tho 
active, tho attachment of the multitude, tho love of 
individuals, — all this changes up anti down ; and we 
can no more hold it fast than the sun, moon, and stars. 
And yet these things are not mere natural events; 
they escape us either by our own or by auotlior’a 


them. 

Bui that which most pains a sensitivo youth is lh° 
unceasing return of our faults; for how Into do \v'** 
learn to see, that, while we cultivate our virtues, 
rear our faults at the same time! The former dopwttl 
upon the latter as upon their root, and tho latter hoii 4 ^ 
forth secret ramifications as strong and us various tvH 
those which the former sond forth in open light, IB*' 
cause, now, wo generally practise our virtues with will 
and consciousness, but are uncouseiously surprised l»y 
our faults, the former seldom procure us any plenum'*** 
whilo the latter constantly bring trouble ami 
Here lies tho most difficult point in self-k unwind^* V 
that which makes it almost impossible. If wo con- 
ceive, in addition to all this, young, boiling blood, 
imagination easily to bo paralysed by singlo objn lH* 
and, moreover, the uncertain movements of tho dny* 
wc shall not find unnatural an impatient striving to 
free one’s .self from such a strait. 

However, such gloomy contemplations, which lead 
him who has resigned liimself to them into tho infiniU’* 
could not have developed themselves so decidedly in 
the minds of tho German youths, had not nil outward 
occasion excited and furthered them in this (Humid 
business. This was caused by English literature, oap<»- 
cially the poetical part, the great beauties of which urn 
accompanied by an earnest melancholy, which it com- 
nmuieates to every one who occupies himself with ii». 
The intellectual Briton, from his youth upwards, setm 
himself surrounded by a significant world, which still i- 
ulates all his powers : he perceives, sooner or lalor, 
that he must collect all his understanding to conm to 
terms with it. How many of their poets have in tlmi r 
youth led a loose and riotous life, and soon found 
themselves justified in complainiug of tho vanity of 
earthly thiugs I Dow many of them have tried limit* 


mininliy, in Miluatinni with llio oiidum'iy, diown thru 
urliv.i nibpomliim in Dm iiitonnd t * « m mid rimnp'u 
of ululik mill mid, if not in (h'Hii’o'lvi'H, til 

liny ruin in dmii fiiimd.H uiui pultoiiu, moro fmpioiitly 
jinnlo wnl t hurt plnmmil uvperiomv i l llouiumiy huvo 
boon huiihln-tl, impi monrd, m rohhrd « »f llndr f <i * >|n*i Cy I 
Kvmi tlio ciirimmlmn'n of hoim; tin* nju'rtulor of omit 
j^roul oVoiitu i’iiIIm mull lo noiioinmins ; mnl whithrr run 
muinitHiiiw loud fmlhor limn to u l outniipltit nm of llio 
Iniimimil nuluio und woilhhvniionu of ull ouilhly thmj;-i / 
Tim (h'limiii til-to iu Momma; mid limn Ktij'h’h pm-hy 
wuh oxliimudy mtiluldo to him, it ml , hormi'*o |( pio> 
(•mini flout tl llij.jln'1' Main of thlof'n, ovoil IIiijhi .tiij;. 
Ono limln in i(. thioiifflioiii u j.;n*ut, apt umloi •tuiidiiiu. 
well pliuli I in t ho world; a doop t londor IiimiI; uii 

uxcnllmil will ; uu iiii|m > >ioiu-d winm. dm vmv im- 
hlml i|inili(i«’H whioli <*mi Ih> plain'd in mi ihl>d|r< |iml 
mid niUiviiloil limn ; Iml id) dim (nil to^.dior nidi 
it ink on im pool. Tuio pnt'hy iiiiinmiii'r i tl o|f dum, 
llmt, im n worldly \i imu hy miomal rhrriiul 

nofu mid oxlmml nimfnit fn-o uu fnuii do’ oaiddy 
hmdoin whiolt jiroMH upon u*i. I.iko uu mt l«.ill»i-m, it 
lift a tin, lo^olhor widt llio h,il)u>>l whh'h n ullmdinl to 
MH, into lii^lu’i (ooi'um, und Iota dm roidimod hthyimihu 
of iho om ill lio do\ »dopi*d lmfitio im im in a tmd'noyo 
vioW, Tim Mil oil. Uvi’ly, tin wol) tin iho loinl n»'|)"lfa, 
wmku, huva dm xuum miu of mi h|i*i ttiiu^ lmdi ploimiiio 
find | mitt hy u fol *n •< inh'lli«'iind foim l.oi, u<» only 
in ill in Hpiril ronmdor dn« nmji.iilv «<f tin* Kindmh 
pnonm, filially morally didinlm, and on llio avaim?'* 
llioy will only «hosv uu u gloomy wi-minm’i of I if»-. 
Not only Voting •• Nijjhl Thought n," wholo dtiu llioiin* 
in piiuiniiui’iidy woikod out, l»ui ovon llio ndmr run 
Inmplalivo pnoiim xlruy, lndmo ono vi uwmo of it, into 
thin ilinmul lojpoii, wjmio do* ti r»( timl iii|* m pio- 



Honied with u problem which it nmimt umxc, auuu 
oven religion, unit'll tin it run ulwuya ronniiuil fm it* 
Holf, leaven it in Urn lurch. Whole volume) might Us 
compiled, which could nerve ic« a comuieuliuy In thin 
frightful text: 


“ Then oltl age in id expel ieiu’e, hand ill hand, 

I .end him lo ilnith, ami make him midoihlmid, 

After h Hfinvh hu painful nml mu long, 

Tlml all liiH Ufa lm hurt been hi llm vtmiK*" 

AVI ml further niukea t)m Knglmh poeln thonmgh 
miflimlhvupcH, mid dill'iinea nvcr their writinga tin* nn* 
pleunanl feeling of repugnance uguiiml everything, in 
the fuel, llml tin' whole of llmtn, on iiermml of the 
vnriouH divinioiiH of their commonwealth, uumt devote 
llmiimolvcH for llm heal pai l, if not for I lie whole, of 
limit* livim to ono party or imolhor. Now, hmiuau u 
writer of Urn Hint cannot pmiao uml extol liman of 
llm party lo which ho belonga, nor tlm nmno to which 
lm mllmniH, mnrn, if ho did, ho would only oxcilo envy 
and hoHlilily, 1m oxorc.imm Inn talent in apeuking an 
badly uh poamhlo of iIioho on llm opposite Hide, and in 
filmrpuning, nay, poiHoning, llm aalirieal wenpona an 
much irn lm can. When thiH ia done hy Imlh pur- 
lins, Um world which lien lielween ia dontvoyed uml 
wholly annihilated; ho llml, iu n great iiuihh of hcii- 
Hihly iicling people, ono can diucovor, to uho the mild- 
OHt lornm, nothing 1ml folly and umdnena. Kvon their 
tender poeitiH are occupied with mournful mihjeelM. 
Hero ft dtmoiie.d girl i« dying; Ilium a faithful lover in 
drowned, or in devoured hy n ahark lmforo, hy hin Inn*- 
tied Hwimmhtg, lm vuac.hoa Um beloved; tunl if u poe(. 
Hko Omy Hoh down in a e.lmrohyurd, and again begins 
thoso vvoll-known nudodioH, ho, too, may got her around 
him a number of friondn lo melancholy. Milton 'h 
“Allogro” has first to acme away gloom in vehement 



•.4, hufoiu hu inn ul t nil i a \u»y muduiatn plmMliu ; 
i>Vi‘H llm rluviful ( luhhonilh hiiir-nll* in i'll*- 

fn'IiiiH**. wlirM liin '• l li'M'i I imI Villain," »iH rliut in- 
•, iih mully, rxhil'ilM In iu» a h*'*l |mi ntli^i* wliirli liis 
iVl'lllT “ aurhh nvi*l l 111' wlllilf I'Ullll. 

(|| i lint iluul'l llml livuly WuiKm, uhuulftil poniim, 
m Imni^hl fui wanl and nppusud lu what I hnvu 
; lull ilia j*i mnulni, mnl thu huM, uf ilium, 
inly lirluii}* In llm nltlur i jMirlt : him) thu iiuuui 
n, whii'li may lm «rl ilnwu in (In* uhu\ uiu hhu 
of ti Mttirinil inmlum-y, mu hiltur, mid In al wumuis 
■ini ly with runluinpl. 

nhuil, lliusu huiimlH jkuuiiiH, uialii mining Iniimin 
u, whiuli, in f;unuial (uinm, Imvu huuii imiiliujird 
i*, warn Ihn fiivuiuiluM wlnuli \\u uouphl t»ul l«*|mn 
thura, miu 1‘uukin^, m ruitiin^ hi lii’i ilupM- Uimii, 
ijthlur uluj.'im’ iiiuliim ludy, iiimlliur llm hm\v, up 
i vt! duMpnir, \vhi<'li |»ivr*t up uvui \ llunp,. Sinmpulv 
ill, tuir fiilhur nut l jm<tim ha, K|iidvu><punu>, whu mi 
lilimv haw h' ditlimu u puiu rhi'uiluhit*"* 1 , ahunplh 
tm i' fuuliiiK nf tlif.iiliafiit l inn, Uitmlut uml hut 
ijtiii'H wuiu iipuulivi w h iu|i |mtin(t il nil (hr wtitup 
H. Thu uhiuf pum.nj.5un uvuiy unu hiiuw hy hum l 
uvutl tu I'l'i'ito; ami uvi*iyhmly funned hu Inal a 
tu hit jiml an iiiulant'linly ii't (hu 1‘iintv tif | lun 
, though In' had auuu no |,»l»« •»>! , and had m» inyal 

I' lu ltl‘Ul)f*U. 

I liail tu ail (hia nudmirhuly u purfurlly mtiluhln 
ly mij'ht. nut. !«' wanting, Human Inal rhuimud na 
lu llm " Ultima Thnlu," whun* nn a j^iay, humid • 
ifn( h, wumlurin^ aiming jauminunl numt uuvuiuit 
atunuH, wn »aw 1 1 it' jpiuvt ahaim) irn iiiuvuil I *y mi 
wind, ami a huavily ulmnlud i*hy ahuvu im ll 
ml till muunlif'lil that llm ('idcdnlihm ni^hl la* 
day t ilt'jmi tt'ti huim-t, faded amideim, {hmh'tl 
d UH, until ill IiihI wu irully thuuj'lil \vu miw llm 
nf l .mill in hia fearful fnrm. 


,.|i> , , with * i m S ‘-i L-- i < f dit • I'llltlnl l»y 

tilt - I | t ■!« •. i*> H « c»( it; ; > ' • 1 \> lUlnllt 

In 'it Oil it- v. Uill. lU> ill'll \V« 

inti I (fllti-i** t ilull, 5 iu»J« « » tit • n III'*. Vii* I h v,ihiu 

tit "• snl-'is;i> • i**< ^ K* l t*‘ lli*‘ lli**iij.*lil, 

llt tl NS*' > »ull *1 lit « . » Sit 'i ijHil lit’ ill l t( il 

||t I ft | --lul- 't lt\ 161-1 iKu • Mil • I'lMlt * tt*« 1 t}.j)| lll’ljH'll 
nut diiutt-ali flu.’ lit . 'i I » nu.| «■ nun I «»f dill 

ilny ' TIum !• - lui * n i > •• t'- f> t tl. lli il \\ tillni* " 

1*1 ill W -.II *-Si- - I |t» . • U 1 « - »*»••' tl ‘illiirk il 

cli»*t»! »'\ »-t \ \\ 1 1» - 1 » ■', itti l »«j** nh iiu'l tnl**dit'«’iilly rvliili* 

iif»l dm mii'ui il u tiiH" 1 »«f a t«i->jl't*l \ »*>tilt<til 
Hitvv n< t lit*' I ■' tt*_*lt '»!* Vi< »•' »n »|naml*>l \s lilt I liii 

ftuil. nf \\ i* , l > li>-lii*' i t> ■ ^ 1 1 • * w ii l’t lit*’ l*’" "i^iolimlik 
lim-t. \vull'*ti l»Mf<*ti' l!t“ »t|-j- »t tn i’ »‘l “ WrUliur:’* 


I'ii i i«t 1 1 |«* ►•ii"*, 

Mulll llll'MI’ll (It ll| 1 1 it ♦! **•» Jl'lll' II*' 

Willi.- liiivn' i r .i .,1 )iia (ilif i i 1 i« n 
t II >l<tt U till til ti in l 1 «"! Hi t‘Vfll." 

Huit’iilt* i‘t an I'Vfhl Ilf tinm ilt Ii tlllti’, wltlrll, wlltlk* 
tWi'V may U* mini nn»l ilmm wilU i*» t*» »i, il»*tiuu»«U 

the uy in|ia( Ity **f t»vi*iy limit, un<l tn r\«*n • , |*»*'*lt iiiuuk 
Im iliHrtiM'nnl illii’W. Mtiiilt'-»im>'i| grant's lil-i In’ini'M 
mul j'tautl limit llm t i>*Ut uf kilim',* lli»uu*** , lvv , i uu limy 
tli ink lit, uitii i’ lm i>.ty*i dial tl uiu >l t«" h» nv««ry 
ntm tn rtmin dm lifdl uff nf ltt’» llaj*i'«lv ifi lm 
Hut Uni Imh unrt tu'Vn uUiuUhI lu um iml nurli ui Ituvn 
1***1 tut ni'tivn mill iiiijMithUil lifn, wlm him* mwl iHn'il 
kill’ll* tiny H fi»r ll Hli'ilk t’lilj'iti*, nr fn| dm r**t|M* nf f 1 1 ’**- 
ilunt, tunl win hu min minimi Mntim if limy lliiuU tn 
follow in iiundnn* wnrl«l dm itlmi whi»*h ih ijiih’M llmm. 
uh mini) an ik him vuitiMlusl frnltt dm mrlli. \Vu nl«* 
Imvo ilmiliiiK with tl)uw» wliornt lifu i*« hy u 

wuitk of lu-lion, in lliu iHiil«k of do* mniL jnijumful «*ir* 



jiioiit, uiiil lmvinp known Ihv.i t)m pain I thru nnllWril, 
ami l)m nxrilioii it omf mo In fivo myi.i*! f. I will n* •( 
imiwnil tin* n'lln timtM l mudn willi murh ilolUx-mlnui 
on llm viu ioiiM Linda of t It'iit 1 i mm mi^hl rhnoao. 

Timm in Mtiiu-lliiuj' mo ummtniul in n limn (ruling 
himself iiwuy from lunrmli, not only injuiinj.?, I ml » It* • 
Htroyintf, kiru'M'lf, dml- In* nio-.dy aoi/os u|ioh mri'luint- 
cnl hm'ii i in lo miry his dom^n into i'\iriiiinii, Wlimi 
Ajax fill 1m upon his nwoid, it is llm \\i>h;hl of hit hotly 
wliidi does him llm lint M'lvirn. Whmi tin* Uiunof 
hinds liin shield Imamr not (o h*i him fall into tho 
hands of (ho tommy, il i t Mill it 1 1 nxlniml loin* whnli 
lu> serums, only u moral im-huul of u phyMi-ul one. 
Wonmn wrli in water n rooJijj^ Inf ihcir despair. and 
Uin exlmnmly mnlmni'-al iimmiim of Ihrmmn emaim ii 
mpiil int with Urn voiv leuM. e\i>ilion. I (anoint:. ono 
does not liko to mention, Im’iuioo it in nil ipliuhlo 
dentil. In Kn^lund il m mmi* likely lo ihtiii ; Im 
rmtsa there, from youth ai ■ Im, mm mi many 

hulls'll, without, tint punmhiimiit hemp pin rely di Immi- 
till ml ili*. By j *< » i 1 1 1, hy opening tho voiii", tin* only 
inltmlion in to depmt. slowly fimu lifo , mid that most 
to 111 in I, rapid, uml pauilem death hy mi adder, was 
worthy of u ipteeu who had patted her lifo in ph'U’niin 
mill hnlliuney. Hut. all theno mo external aids, euo> 
itth'H willi wliii’li limn foium an alliumo u^aiiiht him- 

Half. 

Wlmn I t'oiihiih’i otl nil t |m*>o umiiiM, anil look oil 
ill >c hi I- fuilher in hintoiy, I rouml umonn nil (loom who 
kill.il llioluMol vi"i no olio who tin! (hia ih’ni with niioh 
Kri-uliu-MM mill freedom of muni mt tho eiujKinr Hdio. 
Ih*. having tin* wniM of it mi u pem-ial, hut heiiip hy 

no flll’llllM |'Ol|l)o|'i| to l*\! | rlnil jo’i, li'<iu|vo , i Jo tjuil (ho 
world for tlm hoimlit of tho mnpiio, whnh in nmnn 
innniiio ith i •udy lioloiipn to him, uml for the rake of 


spilling no iiiimj ui'mi 'himi.'i, lie 1111:1 u rum ouj.j- * 
with his friends, and the next morning il. i i found Uml 
ho has plunged u sharp duggev iiilu hut liruil. This 
deed alone seemed tu mo wmdiy of inii(u(i>»ii ; mul l 
was convinced, llml whoever ctndd not m l in thin tike 
Olho, luul no right In f.;o voluntarily nut nf t In* world. 
By theso convictions I freed myself, m»L so much f i * *in 
the danger us Bum llm whim nf suicide, whi<*li in those 
splendid times t»f peace, uml with an indoh’iit ymtlii, 
had managed to creep in. Among a musiilnsMo col- 
lection of weapons, I possessed u Imiidsniiii*. well-pol- 
ished dagger. 'I'liia I laid ovary nif'lil hy toy Boil; 
uml, before I extinguished the oantllo, I Uii**l whether 
I multi succeed in plunging llm sharp point a couple 
of inches tlnop into toy Imnrl. Since 1 nt*vei could 
succeed in this, I a l, Iasi laughed myself out of llm 
notion, throw off nil liyporlonalrianil fancirn, ami ic* 
solved to Vivo. Bui, to ho able In tin this with cheer- 
fulness, l was obliged to aolvo a poetical |*i ublom, by 
whir.li till Unit ( had felt, thought, and fancied upon 
thin important point should ho reduced in vn»vd*. !*nr 
this purpose l collected tint elements which had hccii 
at work in nut for a few years, I rendered pimonl to my 
mind tint eases which luul most uUlieled uml Ituuieuli d 
mo, hut nothing would room to a definite Bam : I lacked 
an ovont, a fable, in which they emdd hi* overlooked. 

All at once I heard the nows of Jerusalem's death, 
and, intme.diuloly after the general report, the most 
accurate and circa mala ntial description nf l lie occur 
loiiro ; and at this moment Llm plan of " Weilhei " 
was formed, and the whole slmt together from all cities, 
and became a solid mmis, just as water in a vessel, 
which stands upon the [mint of freezing, in ronveilnl 
into haul ioo by the most gentle slinke. T«> hold fast 
this singular prize, to render present to myself, and to 
carry out in all its parts, a, work of such iinpnrluul and 
various contonta, was the move nmlorml U> me, m« l 


iluiili'il only MfulniHM, if not v » » \ u l i i > 1 1 . 

I ia ulwuyn it litiafmliuin to atop into now inlutiou-i 
vltirh nm* has mil 1 »tM»n inured : wo uio often i^'uin -l 
will hiioil iiilu h fulim aympathy, tlm inromploto* 

of Mill'll (lolihloH Hfi ; ultd yo| wo urn It" 

him, either nf t**»ni|*li-l ii»^ llmm or of inittuviiip; lliom. 
‘run von I »ui nt'liu Imil hum it'd her eldest daughter 
'Van k hn l, mill oflon came ( « » visit hoi, Iml could iml 
mrilo hotxoif to (ho position wliirli olio hoi.ii'lf )m<l 
non. I unload of fooling ooiiifmtulilo, or endeavour 
(o nifikn iiuy ulleiutmn, alio iudtdpcd in lumoulu* 
n, no tlml ono wiim I rally forced to think l Iml Imr 
filler was uti hn] •) i y ; Millionth um olio uuiitcd noth' 
■iml hoc hio'hmiil denied hoc nothing, ono could not 
) non ill wlml lii'i* Hlllill | »i*ilio;>i pioprlly coied'led 
,lm mount iino l wmi woll icceived in llm house, and 
m into oontuot. with llm whole mrlo, which nm* 
ml of Jirnioim who hud pill I ly root I ihltlnl to tho 
fia^o, partly wished loi it u hnppv ii-aill. Tim 

in of St. lu'oiilmiil, l linnoit t % concoivt'il a contideiice, 
, a fiininh<hjp, for mo. J|o xviei tin* III I I 'al linin’ 
tty limit with whom I luul nuim into clivu* contact, 
who, liooiuian ho wan u cloar Mj»lil*‘d nmn. pave 
hi'uiiliful ami Millii ionl explanations of tlm faith, 
l{om, mill external uml internal lelulmmt of llm 
“it church. Tim Hjpunof a woll-foi mnl though not 
UK lady, niuuod ServifheH, I atill accurately lonioni- 

I likewise camo into contact, with llm Alehina* 
woi/or, mid other families, luiminp a conuoction 
li tlm HoiiM, which loiij,{ I'onlntuoil in tlm mont 
(idly manner, mid all at oim* found myself douioti 
id In a Httaup’ ciirlo, in llm occuputiomi, plciouiic'i, 
•won lolipioiiM oxoioicoi of which l mum induced, 

“ llulliheli," •* Itatfni »•»** if ilit'ti’ wi'ii' nnoli ■> wont 
M lm llm pittpi'i expo i>Umi Tihh 


the yum; wil'o, whioh \% <r>. |‘»njnily p d.nu*. wily 
Unit nt u i.vntlim li> II .»» 0 >toV, Wil' 1 i t*utlU»i» 'l IliilV’ 

i inj;i< ; my ay Miiluhlo h» h'*i own, I w»h lilt* 

uni v mti< iu till* win'll’ fil'd' 1 in wlii»i»* 'll*’ h* ml an 
ivho of tho:>o iwltdh’fl Util loti** * In win* It ”lit* It'i'l l"‘«’ti 
amiMiiiiinl from hor yullu Wo 1 1 \ »* S t h«*i m 

a rhildi’di rohlidi'iH i’ ; uml, although llmi'’ "*»■» imlluujj 
imp.wMoiiod iu mu* mtoivoui it w.n l*«i minting 
oumipli, Ih'i'uumi aim roiihl ip it Ih*i "iiu 1 I* •’•mil'll to 
1 ht now i , iiruui'itmii*i ,, «, uml, although l *1 - »**•! with i )i«» 
(^iiiuIm uf foil mu\ hail to ml in Urn nn'lln i “f *>'W«'iiil 
tilopohilthou, bi'iuj; inoionvor liuiiiplunt»*d fi"iu th«’ 
tdioorful vain of l\lnonlnpil , 'toiu ami u )">"W> alula 
of youth into a gloomily ait uu(>'«l m»*i « =*nlil«’ Ih'II'k*. 
Amid no tunny now family rowa-i imiri wu » 1 hoiuimil 
in, without, any voal ptulhipuliou »»v If 

limy worn nutjuliod with oat h olhor, all , >*nnd lo po 
oil iiu a Uiallnr of roll run; Iml nmM of I li«- jmHio i • «*n- 
oimioil Umioil lo \uu in pump'i of voviti'U*. whu*li hy 
my livnly ay input hy l j,;onoially iomloio'1 «m « lullirr 
limn liolU’c. |u a ultoil t i him llii'i mlti<«io , u W* .min 
ipiiti* iuHiipporluldu to mn; all (lio ilo^ir l at lifnuhi'li 
iimially Hjaiugrt from hiioIi lMlfpoiii»orli»*io‘ ihm« 1 to 
hunlou inn with ihmblp and ihroofoM weight, ami 
a now ulmnj' rnunlulinu wan hooouHary to f i «*i» luywdf 
fro iu it. 

di'.niaulmn’a doalh, width wan ommioiaal hy bin 
unhappy aUai'huioul lo Iho wifo of hia fiioml, uh'N'k 
mo out of Urn droiiui ; and honitlMi I tint only vo.jhly 
coiiloiiiplulod thill wliioli laul iirourrod t«» him and mo, 
hut Huumtliitift aiiuilur, whirl) hofoll mn at ilio imiiiiout, 
alwo HtiiTnd mn to piiHuinmitn omotion, 1 miild m»l 
do othorwiao than luoulho into that piorlm Imu, whi'h 
1 hud jual imdarliikmi, all that warmth vtdiirli loavoa 
uiuUHWni’lUm hulwoon Um yimtfi'al and On* m l mil. I 
hud com plainly imdatod myrnilf, -my, pioluhitml llm 


vjaiiri) ul iinsuuQj uuu inuuMUiny tuyu x pui* uvvry- 

thing aside that did not immediately belong to tho 
subject. On the other baud, I embraced everything 
that lmd nny relation to my design, and repeated to 
myself my nearest life, of the contents of which I had 
as yet made no practical use. Under such circum- 
stances, after such loug and so many preparations in 
secret, I wrote “ Werther ’’ in four weeks, without any 
scheme of the whole, or treatment of any part, being 
previously put on paper. 

The manuscript, which was now finished, lay before 
me as a rough draught, with few corrections and alter- 
ations. It was stitched at once, for the binding is to a 
written work of about the same use as the frame is to 
a picture: one can much better see whether there 
is really anything in it. Since I had written thus 
much almost unconsciously, like n somnambulist, I 
was myself astonished, now I went through it, that 
I might alter and improve it in some respects. But 
in tho expectation, that after some time, when I had 
soon it at a certain distance, much would occur to mo 
that would turn to tho advantage of the work, I gave 
it to my younger friends to read, upon whom it 
produced an effect so much the greater, as, contrary to 
my usual custom, I had told no one of it, nor dis- 
covered my design beforehand. Yet here ngain it was 
tho subject-matter which really produced the effect, 
and in this respect they were in a frame of mind 
precisely the reverse of my own ; for by this composi- 
tion, more than by auy other, I had freed myself from 
that stormy olement, upon which, through my own 
fault and that of others, through a mode of life both 
accidental and chosen, through design and thoughtless 
precipitation, through obstinacy and pliability, I had 
been driven about in the most violent manner. I felt, 
as if after a general confession, once moro happy and 
free, and justified in beginning a new life. 


The (ml nostrum mm ncen m excel iem femes 10 
mu mi this occasion. Mill, while I foil relieved atul 
enlightened by having turned icaliiy into poetry, my 
friends were 1ml imliay l*y my work ; for limy thought 
that poetry ought lo \ m turned into reality, flint mn*h » 
moral was to he imitated, ami Unit, itk any rule urn* 
ought to about olio's Holf. What had liist Imppeinnl 
lmro among a low, afterward look place among the 
larger public.; and this litllo hook, which bad been 
ho houdicinl to mo, was decried as extremely in* 
jnrioUR. 

Hut all Llm evils and misfortunes which it may have 
produced worn nearly prevented by an accident, min e 
uvun after its production it ran the risk of being 
dostroyod. Tim mailer alood thus; Merck lmd lately 
returned from Petersburg; 1 bail spoken lo him tail 
little, bcoauHo 1m was always occupied, and only told 
him, in Urn most general terms, of that "Wei liter " 
which lay next my heart. I In mien railed upon nm; 
and, as 1m did not scorn very talkative, I asked him lo 
baton lo mu. Hu seated himself on tile sofa; and 1 
began to read Urn tale, letter by lei ter. After I lmd 
gone on thus for awhile, without luring fiom him any 
sign of admiration, l adopted a more pathetic strain; 
but wluit were my feelings, when, at a pause which I 
made, lm struck mo down in tile most frightful maimer, 
with, "Well, tliat'a very pretty," and withdrew without 
adding anything more. I was quite beside myself; 
for as \ took great pleasure in my works, but at lirsl 
paused no judgment on them, 1 hern firmly believed 
that 1 had made a mistake in subject, tone, mid style, 
— all of wlne.li wore doubtful,- and had produced 
something quite inadmissible. Hud a lire been at 
hand, I should at once have thrown in the work ; but 
T again plucked up courage, and passed ninny painful 
days, until lm at last assured me, in rnnlldonre, that at 
that moment lm lmd been in the most frightful situa* 



unit lit WIlM'll II 1 imi» null III* j'liuvii, nil IIIIH iimmm, 
jin miiil, in' liu‘1 imil h«»i uni lustitl anythin*', uimI 
ili«t in it I’Vru kimw what tin* nmumuiipl wan ithmil 
in tin* nii'.iiiliini* On' multm luul burnt ;:»*t li/i'hl, u*« far 
iih wan piwiihlo: ami Mmrk, in thn ( i im*^ nf hi’i nuuitfy, 
wuh ju.it tit*' man tn an niiuiiniliih' hini'-nlf In anything 
nnmHtrnUHi hit Imnuatr luluntrii, mily it )ia«l |.'iuwit 
utill nini'" l»il(«T than lirr*»i*i'. I In hhiim-il my «ln*ii**n nf 
rnwi ilinj' *• Wmllmi," wit it thn aumn u\pi »■■* *in|»»i uhi»h 
Itn itail tfirtl nit a huntm nfiinuott, amt ih'Utf'l tn nun it 
printml jimt it'i it w»n. A fair uupv wan liunln, whh h 
«tii ) mil. rnmain lmi;» in my hum la; for, mi On* vmy iiay 
mi wit in It my ni-ili-r win maniuit in (inntpn Suhlnvinr, a 
lnllnr ftnm Wnypaml nf I.i'ip.'ij' rhalirnii tn utiivn, til 
wiiifil itn a’lkcii i tit* fur a iiiuutmmipt : lan li a rniiiui* 
dniK'n I innkfti 1 1 1 ii hi ii*i a ruvnuialih' nmmi. I nml nil 
“ WniLlinr," ami wu-i vmy wi'll n.itiMJnil. wlum thn mum- 
nPialinii 1 im-niviil fur il. whm m>(. miturly nwalluunl up 
by lltn ilnlila whi'lt ! ha«l burn fmrml In rnnitaii mi 
nmiimt nf ■* ( !i»t /. vmt IWiinhin^mi." 

Tim nil'ivl nf till! 1 iil.lt* 1 mm iU win pm, it, nay, hn 
inniiMf, ami rliinlly Iwium-u it u\a«tly lit! tlm l«'inpnr nf 
thn tim«'H. i‘*nr im it. miptima httl a lit i in mutfh t*» 
blow up ait immnm>M minu, mi tlm nxpiu itiii whhh f"| 
lownl my pnliliiatimi wim miphly, ftnm thn nmum 
ntii»n» that lltn ymithful wmlil Inal alina«ly umlm mim il 
itsnlf ; ami lltn filtnuk wan ttmat, lii>i , iiu**n all n\ti*mij(itut 
tlujitaml i, utiftal i-iiinii pa-minnM, ami intupiuuiy wtujtp-i 
Wnio mulilmily iuuitphl In an n| uplinii, il iitutinl I hi 
nvjHM’lnii nf thn puhlin that it mIii»hI»1 tnnnivn ait intul 
Inrluul wmk iiilnllm Itaillt . lit fai l, it win nitly thn 
mihjrrt, lltn uiatmial patl, that whm rn»i><iilmi’il, iim I hail 
aimaily fuitnit tn hn thn iti'm ammip my own fiinmla; 
wliiln at tlm •>amn limn mull' that nM pmjintur, ini'uini 
alnit with thn ilupiity nf a piintmi IiihiK, that, it 
11111*111. t.u huvn a mural atm l till a linn pintum nf lifn 
ItitH Until 1 . It unit her appinvui urn lumutmi, hut iln- 



vcmps sentiments anci actions m tneir consequences, 
and thereby enlightens and instructs. 

Of the reviews I took little notice. The matter was 
sottled, as Car as I was concerned ; and the good folks 
might now try what they could make of it. Yet my 
friends did not fail to collect these things, and, as they 
wore already initiated into my views, to mako marry 
with them. The “ Joys of Young Werther,” with which 
Nicolai came forth, gave us occasion for many a josh 
This otherwise excellent, meritorious, and well-informed 
inau, had already begun to depreciate and opposo every- 
thing that did not accord with his own way of think- 
ing, which, as ho was of a very narrow mind, lie held 
to bo the only correct way. Against me, too, ho must 
needs try his strength ; and his pamphlet was soon in 
our hands. The very delicate vignette, by Chodo- 
wiecki, gave me much delight: ns at that Lime I 
admired this artist extravagantly. The jumbling med- 
ley itself was cut out of that rough household stuff 
which the human understanding, in its homely limits, 
takes especial pains to make sufficiently coarse. With- 
out perceiving that there was nothing hero to qualify, 
that Werther’s youthful bloom, from the very first, 
appears gnawed by the deadly worm, Nicolai ill fosvs 
my treatment to pass current up to the two hundred 
aud fourteenth page ; and then, when the dcsolfito 
mortal is preparing for the fatal step, the acuto pyw.ho* 
logical physician contrives to palm upon his patient a 
pistol, loaded with chickens’ blood, from which a filthy 
spectacle, but happily no mischief, arises. Charlotte 
becomes the wife of Werther, and the whole affair ends 
to the satisfaction of everybody. 

vSo much T can recall to memory, for the book novvr 
came before my eyes again. I had cut out tho vign- 
ette, and placed it among my most favotuilo engrav- 
ings. I then, by way of quiet, innocent rovenge, 
composed a little burlesque poem, “ Nicolai at the 



immicaled. On this occasion, too, the* pleasure of 
giving everything a dramatic shape was again pre- 
dominant. I wrote a prose dialogue between Charlotte 
and Werther, which was tolerably comical : Werther 
bitterly complains that his deliverance by chickens 1 
blood has turned out so badly. Ilis life is saved, it is 
true; but lie has shot his eyes out. He is now in 
despair at being her husband, without being able to see 
her ; for the coinploto view of her person would to him 
he much dearer than all those protty dolails of which 
lie could assure hiinsolf by the touch. Charlotte, as 
may be imagined, has no great catch in a blind hus- 
band ; and thus occasion is given to abuse Nicolai 
pretty roundly for interfering unasked in other people’s 
affairs. The wholo was written in a good-natured 
spirit, and painted, with prophetic forebodings, that 
unhappy, conceited humour of Nicolai’s, which led him 
to meddle with things beyond his compass, which gave 
great aunoyanee both to liimsolf and others, and by 
which, eventually, in spite of his undoubted merits, ho 
ontirely destroyed his litornry reputation. The original 
of this jeu d'espvit was never copied,- and has been lost 
sight of for years. I had a special predilection for the 
little production. The pure, ardent attachment of the 
two young persons was rather heightened than dimin- 
ished by the comico-trngic situation into which they 
were thus transposed. Tho greatest loudornoss pre- 
vailed throughout; and even my adversary was not 
treated ill-naturedly, but only humourously. I did 
not, however, lot tho book itself speak quite so politoly : 
in imitation of an old rhyme it expressed itself thus : 


“ By tlmt conceited man — by him 
I'm dangerous proclaimed ; 

Tho wight uncouth, who cannot swim, 
By him tho water’s blamed. 



(ln-H'fnii', of nil jm-ftn'ivi J hud iuiJ!* (»?(<•? ••• h ; f«*j Il»«< 
Him <1 j*;ii|iM a Wider lllkr < to I olldrV lii’« M» "•< "l* T, 

llm mmo ocemnun lm p.iwt f»*v omh,»iiii , ”*nioi»t. I 1 * 1 »id» *, 
mi author may preface a*< elahoi airly »** he will. 1 1 *** 
public will iilwaya /;<> mi mukmj; pic<T.elv t li« * > ? d i - 
iiuuuIh which ho lam eudeavoiiird in avoid. \Wh a 
kindred peculiarity of icadei.i, w hull (p.u( u ulml) with 
llio:m who print ( ]ii*ir jinl/jment ;) .•cmici lem.nhiMy 
comical, I waa likowi -o mhui ucipminlid : h»r they 
chdiah Urn tloluaiou that mi milieu, m |«t ■ »»lu* nivt mt\« 
thin/.;, hccnnii | . , i Umir debtor; ami he ulwma falln 
of wlmt. they wiahcil ami e\pc» led of him, although, 
before they lmd mam mir woik, they lmd m*l the lv 1 
notion that anythin/; of (he kind \ i *1 I, or voi< » \. a 
possible, Independently of all l hi ', it we* m»\v llm 
/•veulost foilnno, 01 medounm*, that rveiy one willed 
In nmlco tho iicipiainluneu of linn at i»ihj;e j oimj; uiillo-r, 
who hail Mopped foi waiil an unexpectedly ami ni 
boldly, Tlmy desired In hco him, In apeak to him, mot, 
oven at a distance, to hear tiomoliiin;; fiom him: thus 
Ini Inal to ciicoitulor a very commlcnthlo cininl, aoim** 
timcH pleasant, Mnmolimoa dr-u/'iecuble, 1 ml always 
(livorliu/; him from hia pursuits, Kor emm/th wothi 
(drain ly bo/pm lay hoforo him,- ■ nay, ami would Imvc 
givtm 1 11 1 11 aliniaiaiic.o of woik for Koiiioycui aif ImctiM 
huvu kept to llann with hiu old fervour; lmt 1 %*-* iui 
drawn forth from tho ijuiet, (ho lwili/;ht, tin* oh.emity, 
wliich ahum nm favour jairu creation, into the ii»i of 
daylight, whom 01m in lost in others, where one m h d 
iintray, alike hy sympathy and hy mid liras, by piai-o 
and by blanm, heeiuiHO outward contact never ac> o|,|s 
with Urn epoch of nuv inimr culture, and lhrirf»n.\ us 
it cannot further uh, must imccamu ilv iujuio me 

Yet more than hy all tlm divomioiiH of the day, llm 
author waa kept from tho olahmation and completion 


of j.*rra(iT worku l*y Ilia liistn then ptovulonl m l)u» 
Horirly for thmuit ovriythilij.' of iliipotlumo \\ It idi 

(tmin i'll in initial hlo, W I ml (Imt icrlmiiul <<\|ni >it 

(h>r Mifh it who in mir invnitivn aorjoiy) imlly mount, 
ahull horn ho o\|»luini'il. l A. itol hy inlollortuiil lurol • 
in^H on «luyn of liiluiily, wo won* tiertisioiiied, in alnul 
axtainponuy jii'i loi imuiioi, to rmiimimi'iUo, in fun;- 
mania, all (ho iiiutoriuls wo hud rolleilnl tuwiml l)m 
fori Million of luif.'rr roin|in .ilioivi, ( )|i<* mu^Io Miuplo 
incidriit, u ploii-MiiUy impr or o\ni »»illy wool, a 
hhimler, u puiadox, u rlovor lonmtK, poi .onnl 
liui(irM or Imhil.s, nay, a pis-iilim- ovpie.unn, mid wloil* 
evor also would un-nr iu a j.;uy ami hn-tliny; life, look 
Ilia form of a iliah'j*ao, a r,i(« ehiuu, a p.i'.inj; h •an>, or 
lltluilllU,' ofloll 111 plo-a, hill, oftoiirl ill \ i'| 

Uy lliin piii' lii o, rai i i«’il on with jjriunl p.r< .i><n 4 (ho 
1 rally poi'lio niodn of (Inuiy'lit was • • uldl’dnd. Wo 
allowed ohjrrls, rwnts, prl .inns, In Hiilid for llo-lo 

Hrlvra in all (hair hi’aiiiipa ; our only oudeuuaii Ihuiii* 
to rompielumd I lii'iii idruiiy and o\hihii (horn wvidl\. 
Kvory ovpie iioll of up] >1 1 d >.i( i< • 1 1 Ml dt >Mppl ohiillnii SS| ,,, 
lo juris in livinj' hums Iml’iuo (In* ryr i ol (ho i>pr» lutoi . 
Tlirar plodllel imis 1 11 iu* 1 1(< l*o »alhd uiiiumled rpl|*i .101 1, 
wliieh, llioiljdi wilhoiil rdrr i « .|- p..jiil *, Wrio n«hly 
fill uialird with him Led and Mlihniy; halmrs Tin* 
" .lulu nmrLlsfr it " ('■ I'uii h< .li\al “) i-« mi rpnomu of 
llii.H Lind, or ratlin a iidloi-timi of Midi opiy;iums. All 
llm rliiiviirti'ia thoio iuli«*dmed air iiuMiil hu ml an I 
living imohiIh'iu of that Mnrjoty, m for p»i nous at |ra*»t 
roiimshsl and in honm thrive Known to if; hut. (ho 
Iltmuiliyl of l ho liddlo loumiued eoiieralrd to tlio ju;iralor 
pint: all lunched, mid fo\v Know that, llioii own timihrd 
priiiliaritira aotvrd as (ho j.-.t. Tin* podium* to 
" Ualiidl’a KoWi-.l ItovoKil ions " nmy ho htoKod u j ton us 
u doisthioiil t »f another Kindt (hi* xumllo-.i piisos mo 
union# tho ni|iic«dlmieoiis |«.i«ni . 1 a }*ii*,i( inmiV Inivn 
lirrn dohlroyisl nr |i ,! 'l, and imuio that Mill oxr*l do hoi 



I'linl only iin t (vi- •*« 1 tin* nl «*f Hu' I'M 1 *lt« , mill 

rm i<»:*ily til m ttti. lli * 1 uni li<>r: tin**' win* It v-ii* bauilnl 
iihniit in nmini-'fi ij l riilril.iMn d lln* i«mi»* i 
wliirh wax mn( iiitially iiK ir.i my I* clioii 

lit (iir^rn, )iii< tt \rnl, u|>|»u« nlly i *«»»ilr«.in. uiui 

run tiding' ' hr jnhrd iibont dm i**. »•"! hid In 

I in pitted mi a funnily funhu}*. Ihil v %mu.t; 

Htill roitl inunl In omit nn n|«j»otl unify «il fi,t. 

Uvula, of n|mi (injj, in a main i> 01 . n ni, at Om j« • uliurn 

lien wliirh Imd irumik« il m ».dt*«i <. tint! »u. « » fully 

exhibited. 

Although it WtlH liV tin UM .III I il| f >J*h •» am; In tlm 

youn^ author In ho eluted ul u*i u hlmuty nn l« or, |n» 
imvoithrlntH liinl, with j;!ud inod.-fs, t*« Ihh 

UHtuniu for tlm nmst ilrnnivin^ ninii «»f I.m • **11 fit 1 v, 
umui4; whom, before all odmi<, dm u<lmu.d<)i< .Imltei 
Moser rli.il . ih <>s|H’rjttl niriitioii. Tin’ hllh* * »y. 1*11 

political HiihjivlM by thin inroui|'iiiuM" man li.nl 1 <rni 
printed Ht 1 mu ynilH l»l*fnO' ill tlm ff.tl 
f/nn!)lt'/(/rr t mu! made known t<» mo {lu-aiyh Under, 
wlui overlooked mil It i 11K of wnilli Omt upjfi.ud m hi’, 
time, (>H\mriully if iti print. thm^ht* t. limi 

VOJt Yoi^t, WllM occupied in colic. I iii^j f tiUtfl. il 

pIlpOI'H, Wo lltltl Mriur.dy |>nlirnrr (* » Unit fol lltrir 
publication ; uiul l placed myself in cnlttmuttu utim 
witli her, to Muslim }icr t wit It sineem ii.l«'U><t, (hut lliu 
OHHiiyH, which, Imtli in nmttrr ami form, loot bron ml- 
(IniHHial only to a limited eitvle, would U* mmful mul 
htmollciiil ovory wlirri'. N|m uni) In-v fulhm inrjvnl 
tlioHO HHHitmiiroH from u Mootf'er. not iilli'pi llmr 11 it- 
known, in tlm kindest, maminv; siuee uu mi\n ly whuh 
tlioy hud felt wiim Uhih preliminarily removed. 

What in in Llm highest decree rejoin kuMe ttii.l rt.ni* 
mondabla in thu«u liutu ewnyn, all of which, Mnu 
componod in ono fipirit, form Inheritor 11 t»t-» f*«rt win. In, 
18 tho VOr y intiinnto knowledge Limy display of dm 



>YIIUIU i iru ■ ■ 1 J ' r* 

ii I it 1 1 1 llm paut, mnl Mlin in vif'tunUM «'\i*ihinr»\ Un the 
mm hand, l hern iw it linn udheieitre lo liadilinn ; mi 
(, 1 m o| I ut, movement ami rhuiif'n whieh nuun '1 l«» |«J ** * 
venled. Horn alarm i« fell at a unefnl novelty ; there 
pleaniirn in wlmt i» now, although it ha imelevi, nr man 
iiijarimiH. Willi wlmt firedtun fioin j •it'jm I i»*u llm 
uilllmr explains llm relative position of dilVevent vanlm, 
ami llm eoimrrlinn in wlimli riiira, luwna, ami villuj'eM 
mutually Miami I We Irani their j»ien»^.ilivra, Inj'rlhrr 
with llm le^nl |»r«»umU of them: we ate t«M where llm 
luiiin nipilal of tlm alula in invented, ami what inteie-il 
it y ia Ida. Wit arn propel ly ami it *i a'lvuiiluprM mi llm 
uu« hawl ; m\ llm oilier, lava ami dtMulvuulupen <'f van 
niiskimla; ami then (he miiuenaia hiunrlmn nt indaMn ; 
ami in all thin p.mt ami present time t me mill oo<ltd. 

Ommhuip, an a member of llm llmir»M(i< l.rii^im, tvn 
mu lull t, hail in llm earlier ] mm i* « In mi rvieiruvr ami 
ar.liva mm merer. Armadiii^; to llm eiienurilimren of 
tlmna tinim, it Inal a remarkable ami line Mimilma: it 
mu hi rrrrivit llm prodime nf llm euaiili \ , au«l w«n imt 
tan fur removed from llm ant In limrt|*tul it in il’tuwn 
alii (> h. lint nmv, in lain - times, il lira i|i*ej* in llm 
inlarinr, ami ia gradually rrinnvnl ami filmt * ml. fioin 
Uni HeU timle. I (<l\V tlli'l llin neelllinl, I t explained in 
all il.H hruiiu({'. Tim nijillirl. between I'.n^hiiel ami the 
auaslM, nml nf llm huvenn with l he iuleiini, in men- 
tioned ; here me net fotlll llm ^jieut advantage* *»f tho>m 
who live on tlm aetrude, and deliltefule plmm are pt«o 
posed for ruahVmj.t l Ir* inhuhilanla of (he inlerior to 
obtain mmilnr advmiluj,'r '■ We (hen Irmn a Mirut deal 
ill tout leaden itinl Itmidh'rrfl'*, mut how these have Iweii 
milatr'nijted hy mnimfaehiie>i, and iimba niinrd hy nhu|o 
knapili^ : lifeline jH pointed out an (he letalt. of vaimilM 
nuiHOH, and thin re .nil, itt it» (mu, no (he . air** ».f a 
fmlher deeline, In an emlle-i iii«de, whieh il h* dif- 
llinlt la unravel; yet it i*< no ehaily r-el hath hy llm 
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Kuril a num mm uu imposing oiled upon us, uml tho 
great eat inlluctico on u youthful generation, which 
demanded Hniuelhiiig Hound, anil stood ready to appro- 
ciuto it. We thought wo could adapt omsolvoR to llio 
form of liin exposition; hut who could hope to nmko 
himself mauler of ho rich an outerluiiunnnl, and to 
handle tint moat uniimiiageahlo HuhjoelH with ho much 
case '( 

Hut Miia i« our fairest and Rwootest illumon, — wliich 
we must not forego, however much pain it may cuuro 
um (lmuigh life, - - that wo would, where porwiblo, uppro- 
prialo to ourselveH, nay, even reproduce and exhibit as 
our own, that which we prize and honour in olliovB. 



FOURTEENTH BOOK. 


With the move meet which was spreading among 
the public, now arose another of greater importance 
porlmpa to the author, as it took place in his inniuidi- 
ate circle. 

ITis early Ctiouds, who had read in manuscript those 
poetical compositions which were now creating so much 
sensation, and therefore regarded thorn almost ns their 
own, gloried in a success which they had boldly 
enough predicted. This number was augmented by 
new adherents, especially by such as felt conscious of 
a creative power in themselves, or were desirous of 
calling ono forth and cultivating it. 

Among the former, Leuz was the most active ; and 
ho deported himself straugoly enough. I have already 
sketched the outward appearance of this remarkable 
mortal, aud have touched a (lectio uately on his talent 
for humour. I will now speak of his character, in its 
results rather tlrnu descriptively ; because it would he 
impossible to follow liim through the mazy courso of 
his life, and to transfer to these pages a full exhibition 
of his peculiarities. 

Generally kuown is that self-torture, which, in the 
lack of all outward grievances, had now become fnsh- 
iouablo and wlrich disturbed the very best inindrt. 
That which gives but a transient pain to ordinary men, 
who uftve.v meditate ou that which they seek to banish 
from their minds, was, by the better order, acutely 
observed, regarded, and recorded in books, letters, am! 
diaries. But now men united the strictest moral 
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hivo no'dif'imon in union; mul vn^im ikiUoiih arising 
front this half-Melf-kiinwledno minled them into Clio 
Htmutfcsl ImltitH nml out-of-the-way Hut 

thin painful work of Kolf-< onlomplaliun wuh jualilicd by 
the rising empirical psychology, which, while it wuh 
not exactly willing let pronounce everything Unit pro- 
dncon inward dimjuifL to ho wicked and uhjoctioimhlo, 
alill could not give it an unconditional approval ; aiul 
tliUH wan originated an dental mul iimppcuauhlo con- 
teat. in carrying on and miHliiining tliia conflict, l.ont'. 
HurpiiH.mul all the olher idlera mul dahhlora who worn 
occupied in mining into their own aoula; and tlma ho 
Huilereil from tint universal tendency of the limon, 
which wan atiitl to lmvo been lot looan hy Worthor: 
hut a poraoind pcc.tiliarity dialinguished him from tdl 
tint rout. While they wore tiudeuiahly frank and 
lumenl croaturoa, ho laid a decided inclination to in- 
trigue, and, indeed, to intrigue for ita own aako, with- 
out having in view any Hperial object,- — any reaaoitahlo, 
utlninahlo, peraotml object. On the contrary, it wuh 
alwaya 1 uh citato in to prtipoao to hinmolf Honidhiug 
whitnaical, whielt Hnrve.il, for that very reaaon, to keep 
hint cmiHtantly oeeapied. in tl i in way all h in life Ion# 
hin imagination made him art a lulao part; Iuh leva, iih 
well ua Iuh hate, wuh imaginary; ho dealt with Iuh 
llmughtH and feelingH in a wilful nianrmr, ho uh ahvayfl 
to have mnnrlhing to do. Ho ondoavmirod to give 
nullity to hia aympathieH and nntipathioH hy tint moat 
pot vciHO tneiuiH, and ulwayH hitiiHolf deatroyod Iuh own 
wm k. TIiuh he never henoiitod any one he loved, and 
never injured any one ho Imted. In general lmmiomud 
to oin only to purdah himaolf, and to intrigue for no 
piirpuMn hut to graft a new fnhlo upon an old one. 

Ilia talent, in which lotiderucHa, facility, and mibtlety 
rivalled earth other, proceeded from a real depth, — • 
from an inoxhaunlible e.roativo power, • -hut wuh thor- 


dcvncss steals along through pieces of caricature so 
odil and so silly that they can hardly bo pardoned, 
even in a luimour so thorough and unassuming, and 
such u genuine comic talent. His days wore made up 
of mere nothings, to which his nimble fancy could ever 
give u meaning; and he was the better able to squander 
hours away, since, with a happy memory, the time 
which he did employ in reading was always fruitful, 
and enriched his original mode of thought with various 
materials. 

He had been sent to Strasburg with some Livonian 
genlloinen, and a more unfortunate c-lioieo of a Mentor 
could not have been made. The elder baron went 
back for a time to bis native country, and left behind 
him a lady to whom lie was tenderly attached. Tu 
order to keep at n distance the second brother, who 
was playing court to the samo lady, ns well ns othor 
lovers, and to preserve the precious heart for Ida absent 
friend, Lenz determined either to feigu that ho had 
fallen in love with the beauty, or, if you please, actually 
to do so. Ho carried through this plan with the most 
obstiuate adheronco to the ideal he had formed of her, 
without being aware that he, as well as the others, 
only served her for jest and pastime. So much the 
better for him ! For him, too, it was nothing but a 
game, which could only be kept up by her meeting 
him in the samo spirit, now attracting him, now repel- 
ling him, now encouraging him, and now slighting him. 
We may bo sure, that, if ho had become aware of the 
way the affair sometimes went on, ho would, with great 
delight, have congratulated himself on the discovery. 

As for the rest, he, like his pupils, lived mostly with 
officers of the garrison ; and thus the slrango notions lie 
aftorward brought out in his comedy " Dio Soldaten " 
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thin Hilly arijua’mliimo with military me 
llu* peculiar rlVret, Unit ho forthwith fun 
great judge of mililuiy maltem Ami 
to time lm really utudicd llm Httbjeel i 
Htn-li elVert, l hut hi umi yearn afterward 
long memorial in Um V'umeh miniator 
which In' promis'd hiionolf tlm host 
faults of tlio department worn tole.rubb 
out; lull, mi tlm ol-liiT hand, tlm mined 
uIouh inul i ii i prur.l it -ill ill*. Unwoven 1 , lu 
conviction that Uo hUouM hy thin menus g 
euro at <*oii i*l-, inul wuh anything hut gn 
or liia frienda who, junldy liy mmoiiing, 
active n|ipimilinn, compelled him to mip} 
waul to hum, thin fmihiHlio work, ufti 
fuir-eopinl, put under cover with u loltoi 
add ream'd. 

Kirat of all by word of mouth, urn l 
letter, ho laid roiilhloil to mo nil tlm mu 
tuoiiH mnvnmoiil.'i with regard to tlm ho 
tinned. Tlm poetry which hn could ii 
cniiiiiioncst iiii'idonta oftmi iiHtnnmhed 
urged him to omjdoy Ida talents itt turn: 
of thin Iniig-vimled advnulliru to iie.ruun 
u lilt hi rmuaima nut of it. Hut tlmt 1 
Hum : Im r.niild only aneroid whnii hn ] 
out for over upon deUiila, and Hjuin an 
without any purpose. I’orlmps it wil 
lit a future time, lo dedneo from theno 
iieeomit of Ida life up to tlm time thnl 
Uumtie, At pri'Hi'iit I coulluo myself to 
d lately i mi mooted with tlm auhjee.l iu lui 

Ifanlly Imd M (ldlz von llrrliehingcn " i 
l>nz Hunt mo u prolix oaniiy wriUon on i 
paper, Hiieh m« hn commonly uhhI, wilho 
leant margin, either at llm top, Iho bollni 
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tliis early acquaintance with military men had on him 
the peculiar effect, that he forthwith fancied himself a 
great judge of military matters. -And yet from time 
to time lie really studied the subject in detail with 
such effect, that some years afterward ho prepared a 
long memorial to tho French minister of war, from 
which he promised himself tho best results. The 
faults of the department wove tolerably well pointed 
out ; but, on the other hand, the remedies were ridic- 
ulous and impracticable. Howover, he cherished a 
conviction that ho should by this means gain great influ- 
ence at court, and was anything but grateful to those 
of his Mends who, partly by reasoning, and partly by 
uetivo opposition, compelled him to suppress, and after- 
ward to bum, this fantastic work, after it had been 
fair-copied, put under cover with a letter, and formally 
addressed. 

First of all by word of mouth, and afterward by 
letter, he had confided to me all tho mazes of his tor- 
tuous movements with regard to the lady above men- 
tioned. Tho poetry which he could infuse into the 
commonest incidents often astonished me; so that I 
urged him to employ his talents in turning the essence 
of this long-winded adventure to account, and to make 
a littlo romance out of it. But that was not in Ins 
line: lie could only succeed when he poured himself 
out for over upon details, and span an endless thread 
without any purpose. Perhaps it will be possible, 
at a future time, to deduce from these premises some 
account of his life up to tho timo that he hecamo a 
lunatic. At present I confine myself to what is imme- 
diately connected with the subject in band. 

Hardly had “ Gbtz von Beiiicbiugou " appeared, when 
Lcuz sent mo a prolix essay written on small draught- 
paper, such as ho commonly used, without leaving the 
least margin, either at the top, the bottom, or tho sides. 



riage”), and, were it still in existence, might enlighten 
us much more now thau it then did me, when I was 
as yot in the dark ns to him and his character. Tho 
leading purpose of this long manuscript was, to com- 
pare my taleut with his own ; now he seemed to make 
himself inferior to me, now to represent himself as my 
equal ; but it was all done with such humourous and 
neat turns of expression, that I gladly received the 
view he intended to convey, and all the more so as I 
did, in fact, rate very high the gifts he possessed, and 
was always urging him to concentrate himself out of 
his aimless rnmbliug, and to use his natural capacities 
with some artistical control. I replied in tho most 
friendly way to this confidential communication ; and, 
as he had encouraged the greatest intimacy between us 
(as the whimsical title indicates), from that time for- 
ward I made known to him everything I had cither 
finished or designed. In return ho successively sent 
mo his manuscripts: “Dor Hofmeister” (“Private! 
Tutor”), “Dor Neue Menoza” (“The New Menoza”), 
“Die Soldaten” (“The Soldiers”), the imitations of 
Plautus, and tho translation from tho English which 
1 havo before spoken of as forming tho supplement to 
his remarks on the theatre. 

While reading the latter, I was somewhat struck to 
find him in a laconic preface speaking in such a way 
as to convey the idea that this es9ny, which contained 
a vehement attack upon the regular thontre, had, many 
years before, been read to a society of tho friends of 
literature at n time, in short, when “Cotz” was not 
yet written. That there should have been among 
Lenz’s acquaintances at Strnsburg a literary circle of 
which I was ignorant scorned somewhat problematical : 
however, 1 let it pass, and soon procured publishers 
for this and Ins oilier writings, without having the 
least suspicion that ho had selected me as tho chief 


oojecuoi ms iaucuui naweu, ana as tnc merit oi an ouu 
and whimsical persecution. 

In passing, I will, for the sake of the sequel, just 
mention a good fellow, who, though of no extraordinary 
gifts, was yet one of our number. He was called 
Wagner, and was first a mom her of our Slrasburg 
society, and theu of that at Frankfort,- - a man not 
without spirit, talent, aud education. He appeared to 
be a striving sort of person, and was therefore welcome. 
Ho, too, attached himself to me; and, ns I made no 
secret of my plans, I showed to liim as well as others 
iny sketch of the Faust, especially the catastrophe of 
Gretchen. He caught up the idea, aud used it for a 
tragedy, “ Die Kindesmdrderin ” (“The Infanticide”). 
It was tho first time that any one had stolon from me 
any of my plans. It vexed me, though I bme him no 
ill will on that account. Since then I have often 
enough suffered such robberies and anticipations of 
my thoughts; and with my dilatonness, and habit 
of gossiping about tho many things that I was ever 
planning and imagining, I had no right to complain. 

If, on account of the great effect which contrasts 
produco, oratoi-.s and poets gladly make use of them, 
even at the expense of seeking them out and bringing 
them from a distance, it must be the more agreeable to 
the present writer that such a decided contrast preseuts 
itself, in his speaking of Klinger after Lenz. They 
were contemporaries, and in youth laboured together, 
llut Lenz, ns a transient meteor, passed but for a 
moment over the horizon of German literature, aud 
suddenly vanished without leaving any trace behind. 
Klinger, on tho other hand, lias maintained his position 
up to the present Lime as an author of influence, and 
an active mail of business. Of him 1 will now speak, 
as far as it is necessary, without following any farther 
a comparison which suggests itself ; for it lias not been 
in secret that he has accomplished so much aud oxer- 



his influence are still remembered far and near, and are 
highly esteemed and appreciated. 

JCliuger’s exterior — for I always like best to begin 
with this — was very prepossessing. Nature had given 
him a tall, slender, well-built form, and regular fea- 
tures. He was careful of his appearance, always dressed 
neatly, ami might justly have passed for the smartest 
member of our little society. His manners were neither 
forward nor repulsive, and, when not agitated by an 
inward storm, mild and gentle. 

In glils we love what they are, but in young men 
what they promise to be; and tints J was Klinger’s 
friend as soon as I made his acquaintance. Ho recom- 
mended himself by a pure good nature, and an unmis- 
takable decision of character won him confidence. From 
youth upward, everything had tended to inclino him 
to seriousness. Together with a beautiful and excel- 
lent sister, he had to provide for a mother, who in her 
widowhood had need of such children for her support. 
He had made himself everything that he was, so that 
no one could find fault with a trait of proud independ- 
ence which was apparent in his bearing. Strong, 
natural talents, such as are common to all well-endowed 
men, a facile power of apprehension, au excellent 
memory, and great fluency of speech, he possessed 
in a high degree ; but he appeared to regard all these 
as of less value than the firmness and perseverance 
which wore likewise innate with him, and which cir- 
cumstances had abundantly strengthened. 

To a young man of such a diameter, the works of 
Kousseau were especially attractive. "Emile” was 
his chief text-book ; and its sentiments, as they had a 
universal influence ovor the cultivated world, were 
peculiarly fruitful with him, and influenced him more 
than others. For he, too, was a child of naturo, — he, 
too, had worked liis way upward. Wlmt others had 


»>een compenea to east away, no lum never possessed: 
relations of society from which they would have to 
emancipate themselves had never fettered him. Thus 
might he bo regarded as one of the purest disciples of 
that gospel of nature ; and, in view of his own perse- 
vering efforts and his conduct as a man and son, he 
might well exclaim, “ All is good as it comes from the 
hands of nature!” Hut the conclusion, “All is cor- 
rupted in thu hands of man!” was also forced upon 
him by adverse experience. It was not with himself 
that lie had to struggle, but beyond and out of lii inself 
with the conventional world, from whose fetters the 
Citizen of Geneva designed to act us free. And os 
from the circumstances of his youth the struggle he 
had to undergo had often been dillicult ami painful, 
lie had been driven back upon himself too violently 
to attain a thoroughly serene and joyous development. 
On the contrary, as ho had had to force his way ngaiust 
an opposing world, a trait of bitterness had crept into 
his character, which lie afterward in some degree fed 
and cherished, but for the most part strove against and 
conquered. 

llis works, ns far as I am able to recall thorn, be- 
speak a strong understanding, an upright mind, an 
active imagination, a ready poreeption of tlm varieties 
of human nature, and a characteristic imitation of 
generic differences. His girls and boys are open and 
amiable, his youths ardent, his men plain and intelli- 
gent, tho personages whom he paints in an unfavour- 
able light are not overdrawn; he is not wanting in 
cheerfulness and good humour, in wit and happy no- 
tions; allegories and symbols are at his command; ho 
can entertain and please us; and tho enjoyment would 
bo still purer if he did not hero and there mar, both 
for himself and us, his gay, pointed jesting by a touch 
of bittorncss. Yet this it is wliich makes him what 
ho is. The modes of living and of writing become us 



theoretically between knowledge and error, and practi- 
cally between creation and destruction. 

Klinger should be classed with those who have 
formed themselves for the world, out of themselves, 
out of their owu souls aud understandings. Because 
this takes place in and among a greater mass, aud 
because among themselves they use, with power and 
effect, an intelligible language flowing out of universal 
nature and popular peculiarities, such men always cher- 
ish a warm hostility to all forms of the schools, espec- 
ially if these forms, separated from their living origin, 
have degenerated into phrases, and have thus lost 
altogether their first fresh significance. Such men 
almost invariably declare war against new opinions, 
views, and systems, as woll as against new events and 
risiug men of importance who announce or produce 
grent changes. They arc, however, not so much to 
blame on this account: their opposition is not un- 
natural when they see all that which they arc indebted 
to for their own existence and culture menaced with 
ruin and in great danger. 

Tu an energetic character, this adherence to its own 
views becomes the more worthy of respect wlion it 
has been maintained throughout a life in the world 
and iu affairs, and whon a modo of dealing with cur- 
rent events, which to many might seem rough and 
arbitrary, being employed at the light time, has led 
surely to the desired end. This was the ease with 
Klinger: without pliability (which was never tho virtue 
of the born citizen of the empire 1 ) he had nevertheless 
risen, steadily aud honourably, to posts of great impor- 
tance, had nmuaged to maintain his position, and, as 
ho advanced iu the approbation and favour of bis 
highest patrons, never forgot his old friends, or the 
path he had loft behind. Indeed, through all degrees 

1 That is to eay, a native of one of the imperial cities. 



of ubucimc mid Mpnialmn, ho luhoiiicd jicillimciniinly 
to piesci va tin* un«?i|. aninplctn rmiMaticy of rctiu’in* 
hmuco ; ituti it iTitaiiiiy dcscrvcM (o Ih< lanmikcil, tfm(. 
iu his rout, of niiiio, though adorned hy tin* liiidgca of 
ho vo in I mdcra, in*, like another Willigm, i H< l not dis* 
iliiin to perpetuate llm lolvt’UH iif lii« early lifo. 

I(. was toil long hrfnro 1 formed u l oniu-rt i«*n with 
La valor. Passage i of my " holler of n Pastor In hi« < 'nl- 
leuguea" hud greatly Hti ttrk him, for unit li of if iigired 
perferlly with his own viowH. With Ids novor-liiiug 
uelivily, out* curie tjinmloino hiioh heeuitio livoly. At. 
llm linio it commenced, ho won making picpmut iomi 
for Inn huger work on I'hy^iognomy, (ho inlmthoiitm 
to whit’h hml iilit'U'ly heeii lititl holmo tho public. Ho 
nilloil mi all th»» world to Mivnl him drawinga mnl 
mil linos, mnl i»r*|n»i*iitlly repinsnntuliuitH of (1 trial; mid, 
idllmugh I nm l»l i lo h*i Komi mm nothing in llm way, 
ho novoi ihi’h'Hi insisted on my Mainline him it aknleh 
of tlm Saviour >uwh iim 1 ituiiy'ini'd him to look. Such 
tloumi n l.-t for llm iiopm iihlti gave oernmon for jeshi of 
many kinds, for l luol no oilier way of defending my« 
ai’lf against hin poeiiliaritie.s 1ml hy hiingiug ha waul 
my own. 

Tho iiumht'i* of llmse who hml no faith in Phyuing- 
nomy, or, nl hmsl, regarded it iih uiinnluin amt deceit* 
fill, was vary grout; ami Movornl who lmi| a liking for 
huvutoi* fall n ilaairo to try him, ami, if pnamMo, to 
play him a li mit. I In had ordered of n painter in 
Kiankfoit, who wum not willioul talent, llm pmlilcH of 
novel ul wall-known pairtoiri, Lavator'a agent vonlnrad 
upon llm josl of Handing Hnludl'a pnilrait. im mine, 
which hi hid brought hack a merry lull thundering cpinllo, 
full of all kinds of expletives, and laiunvoiat iojai that 
this wum uni my picture, -together with everything 
tlml on taodi an nermann havaler would uahmtlly liavo 
lo nay in cmillnualion of (In* dnrUiim of I'hyeiogmimy. 
My him like mush, which was neat uflcrwanl, Im idlowed 



into which he fell, both with painters unci with indi- 
viduals, showed itself at once. The former could 
never work for him faithfully and sufficiently; tho 
latter, whatever excellences they might have, came 
always too far short of the idoa which he entertained 
of humanity and of men to prevent his being some- 
what repelled by the special characteristics which 
constitute the personality of tho individual. 

The conception of Humanity which had been formed 
in himself and in his own humanity, was so completely 
akin to the living imago of Christ which he cherished 
within him, that it was impossible for him to under- 
stand how a man could live and breathe without at 
tho same time being a Christian. My own relation to 
the Christian religion lay merely in my sense and feel- 
ing, and I hud not the slightest notion of that physical 
affinity to which Lavater inclined. I was, therefore, 
vexed by the importunity with which a man so full 
of mind and heart attacked me, as well as Mendelssohn 
and others, maintaining that every one must cither 
become a Christian with him, a Christian of his sort, 
or olse that one must bring him over to one’s own 
way of thinkiug, and convince him of precisely that 
in which one had found peace. This demand, so di- 
rectly opposed to that liberal spirit of the world to 
which I was more and more tending, did not have the 
best effect upon me. All unsuccessful attempts at 
conversion leave him who has beeu selected for a 
proselyte stubborn and obdurate ; and this was espe- 
cially the case with me when Lavater at last came out 
with the hard dilemma, — “ Kither Christian or Athe- 
ist!” Upon this I declared, that, if he would not 
leave me my own Christianity as I had liitherto cher- 
ished it, I could readily decide for Atheism, particularly 
as I saw that nobody knew precisely what either meant. 

This correspondence, vehement as it was, did not 



dialurh llit* good lerma wn wrn* on. I .uvular Imd an 
mrli'ililili’ | atl inure, jii-ililmrily, n ml endurance; lm \vaa 
eonlidvnt m Uiu theory; «ml, with Urn dvlvnuiued plan 
In propagate his nuivU lioiin in the world, ho wan \v i 1 1- 
ing liy wailing and mildness In nll'ert. wlmt iio could 
nut ut'ciHMpli'ili by force. In aboil, hti belonged to l lm 
few fortunate nmii who** outward vocation perfectly 
huimouiacs with the iitnt'V one, mid wlmao enrlicel cul- 
ture, coinciding in nil j*< iinl « with their subsequent pur- 
suits, gives a nut tint l development In llmir fnrulliea. 
Muni with the iimsl, delimit' niond huhi •£■ j « t i 1 »il lm 
Imd rhusen for himself lliv clerical piofeMMjim. I In re- 
ceived tin* uercssaty iust nu timi, und displayed various 
talents, I hi l without inclining lu Unit degree of culture 
widt h in I’iillnil h iiiiH'il, lie iiImi, I linugli horn no long 
before, hud. like om selves, hern caught hy ihn h] » i rit of 
Freedom mid Nature wldeli belonged In llm limn, and 
which whispered llutlcringly in every ear, " Vmi huvn 
iimleiiiilrt ntiil Moli«l jiower enough witliin ymusrlf, wilh- 
mit luiieli on t \uti tl ttid : nil dn|n>iid>i tt|ion ymir develop- 
in;! llit'iu 1 1 | f i| n'lly.*’ The obligation of u rleigyinuii to 
work upon iu««n tnohdly in llm oidinmy soiisejuid udig- 
handy in llm higher sense, fully eoineided with } i in 
MII'I it III InlldnimieH. II is marked impulse, oVoil UK II 
youth, w h*i to impart to ntlmia, and lo exeiln in them, 
Ida own jiial. and pious anntiinenlH ; and Ida favourite 
nmiput i*»*» waa llm olnt’i valioii of himself and of hia fel- 
low umn. The former nmih facilitated, if not form'd upon 
him, hy an internal wi enliven ran ; tlm latter l»y a keen 
flintier, which could quickly read tlm outward expira* 
nion. Still, ho waa mil. horn for contemplation : prop- 
erly speaking, Llm gift of conveying Ilia jtlena to 
oLhcru wmi not hia. Itat ho felt latlmr, with all Ida 
powers, impelled In activity, to notion ; and I have never 
known any oun who waa more mmnuMiuflly active than 
Lnvutnr. hut liiHuimm our in ward urnm! nature ih in- 
emponiled in outward condition", whether we belong to 



obliged, iu his desiro to influence others, to come into 
contact with all these external things, and to set them 
iu motion. Hence arose many a collision, many au 
entauglement, especially as the commonwealth of which 
he was by birth a member, enjoyed, undor the most 
precise and accurately defined limits, au admirablo 
hereditary freedom. The republican from his boyhood 
is accustomed himself to think and to converse on pub- 
lic affairs. Tn the first bloom of bis life the youth sees 
the period approaching when, as n member of a freo 
corporation, he will have to give or to withhold his 
vote. If ho wishes to form a just and independent 
judgment, he must, before all things, convince himself 
of the worth of his fellow citizens ; lie must learn to 
know them ; he must inquire into their sentiments and 
their capacities; and thus, in aiming to rend others, ho 
becomes intimate with his own bosom. 

Under such circumstances Lavater was trained early ; 
and this business of life seems to have occupied him 
more thau the study of languages, and that ana- 
lytic criticism which is not only allied to that study, 
but is its foundation as well as its aim. In later years, 
when Ilia attainments and his views had reached a 
boundless comprehensiveness, be frequently said, both 
in jest aud in earnest, that ho was not a learned man. 
It is precisely to this want of doep and solid learning 
that we must ascribe the fact that he adhered to the 
lotter of the Bible, and even to the translation, and 
found in it nourishment, and assistance enough for all 
that he sought and designed. 

Very soon, however, this circle of action in a corpora- 
tion or gtdld, with its slow movement, became too nar- 
row for the quick nature of its occupant. For a youth, 
to be upright is not difficult; and a pure couscienco 
revolts at tho wrong of which it is still innocent. The 
oppressions of a bailiff ( Landvogt ) lay plain before the 


eyes ol um mi/mi.H, lull il waa by uu meiina cnay to 
bring him to justice. I, a valor, having uHaoeiulod a frioiul 
with himself, umuiymnualy lliroulmmd thr guilty ImililV. 
The innllnj- bennim notorious, mill an invest igiilion wan 
rendered necessary. Tim criminal was punished, but 
llm prompters of this ad of justice worn blamed if not 
ul iiisim L In ii well-ordered slate, oven llm right muni 
iml bn brought about in u wrong way, 

On i» hmr wl i it'll huvuler now made through (luv- 
immy, lm eume. into contact with educated and right 
thinking moil ; hut t hat served only to conlhm his pre- 
vious thoughts and convictions, and on bin rolurn Immo 
ho worked from his own resources with greulrr freedom 
limn over. A iiohlo mul good mull, ho wan roiiHt imm 
within himself of a lofty ooimo|i(ion of huinaiiity; and 
whalovor inexperience roiitmdiolH such a conception, 

nil tho umlriiiiililo defects whioii roinovo ovory turn 
From perfection, ho reconciled hy bin idea of tho 
Divinity which in tho initial of ages mum down into 
huiitnu i mlu re. in urdor completely Lo restore its oiirlior 
imago. 

So mut'h by way of preface on llm lomleneion of thin 
oiiiinoiit mail ; and now, hofnro all thingn, for a bright 
picture of our meeting and personal mleie.nuiso. Our 
cnrrcspondnnrn Imd not long boon mrrircl on, wlmn ho 
umioUlieed to mo and Lo oil min, that inn voyago up tho 
Ithine, which lm wim about to undertake, lm would Hoon 
visit Sninkfort. Immediulnly there imwo a great ox c.ito- 
nmiil. in our world ; all worn ourimm to huh ho remark- 
uhlo a person ; many hoped to prolil hy him in Urn way 
of moral and religious cnltiiro ; tlni akoplieH prepared to 
distinguish themselves hy gravo objections; tho con- 
ceited felt Hurt) of ciiluiigliiig and confounding him hy 
iirgnnmiila in which limy had atrcugthoncd (Immaolvon, 
— in hIuuI, them was everything, there whh all tho 
favour and diafavour, which await a distinguished man 
who iutomlH to inutldlo witli tliia motley world. 



other in llm iihint i i i«*in I ly way, uinl i found him jm l 
like wlml I imil seen in nmny pm (mil l i«f hint. I 
saw living and active before mo tin individual unite 
uniipm, and distinguished in a way that m» one hud 
seen before nr will wn again. !,u voter, mi llm con- 
trary, ul llm lira l moment, helmyeil, hy some peculiar 
exclamations, llail I was iml wlmt ha hail e\j*erlrd. 
Hereupon I assured him, with llm i milium w hwh hud 
been horn in am, ami which l lual ruUivutrd, dial, us 
it hml pleased (ind and Nature In make un* in llml. 
fashion, wn nnmt rest content with it. Th" nmul im- 
portant id the points on wliirh in i»ur lotteis wn had 
beau far frmn agreeing, became at ntiee subjects uf con- 
versation; hat wn had lint limn In dh«ciKi ihem 
thoroughly, and something ueeurred In mn t lint I Inn I 
mivnr before experienced. 

Tim lest nf uh, whenever wn wish t*» »(*eah nf nllaii * 
of the Hold and nf the heart, warn wmit In willnhaw 
from tlm crowd and even from all mainly, herum-M in 
Urn nmny modes of thinking, ami iho dilletnnt degiees 
of culture among men, it is dillieult In Im on an under 
at and jug, even with a few. hut Luvaler was of a 
wholly different turn •. he. liked lorMtmd hi» inlUimee 
uh far uh possible, and waa not at ruse except in a 
crowd, for tlm instruction and entertainment of which 
he possessed nn especial tahmt, based nit his gteal skill 
in physiognomy, lie hml a wonderful facility of dis- 
criminating persons and minds, hy which he tpiiekly 
understood tlm mental state of all amiindhim. When- 
ever, therefore, this judgment of man was met hy a 
mnenro confession, a truo-lionrUid inquiry, he was aide, 
from the abundance of his internal and external oxj»eii- 
onee, to satisfy every one with nn appropriate answer. 
The deep tenderness of his look, llm marked sweetness 
of his lips, and even the honest 8 wins dialect wliirh 
was hoard through his High Gorman, with many ether 


t,}iin^:i that dinl him, immediately placed nil 
wlmm he uddiesned guile at their ease. Kveu 1 1m 
wlighl in hia niniage, together with hi.*i wilier 

)n tl low client, contributed iml a till In tn balance in t-lm 
eyes of the nuiiuitn U'r of the company the weight of Itm 
commanding [ui T«wmd presumption Knit mni* 
gimce he knew !mw In demean liiuu;e|f with nil unites 
ami address; fur, while seeming to yield, lie would 
maidenly bring forward, like a diamond shield, mmm 
grand view, of which hia mu low-minded opponent 
wmtld never have thought : and at the name time he 
would an agreeably moderate {he light which Hewed 
from it, that Hindi uni fell llnmrudvea instructed and 
cun viiiced, an lung at least. ua they worn in hie pirn- 
ntinr, Perhaps with many the impression continued to 
operate lung afterword, for even conceited men are iiIko 
kindly: it in oidy nerrm,iry )«y gentle iiilliii'iici<>i to 
nut ten the hard Hindi which eindtiaea the fruit Ini kerne). 

Whut eauaed him the greatest pain wait t he prcwiice 
nf |«nwmn whose nulwurd uglim ,, 'i must imn'nnthly 
ulump them derided enemies of hie theory mi to the 
mgnilieaiice of forma. They romniouly employetl a 
considerable amount »»f rnmimm reuse, and other gifta 
and talents, in vehement hostility and paltry doubts, 
Lo weaken a doctrine which appealed oUcimivo t.o their 
nejf love; for it was not eieiy to liml any one no inug- 
liauiiiinii i us Socratrii, who interpreted hie fimndike ex- 
terior in favour of an aeijuired morality. To l.uviitcr 
the harduiria, the obduracy, of Hindi untugoliiHla wuh 
horrible: and his opposition wmt not free from [illusion ; 
jtlHt im the Handling liru muni, nlluclc the renihting ore 
an ho i net.} ling troublesome and hostile, 

In Hindi a case a rniilideiitiul rouvrVHulinn, nueli an 
might appeal to our own ninea and experience, was not 
to lie thought of: however, l wan much iitnlrurled by 
ob.Herviug t he manner in which lie limit'd men, - in- 
Ntiuoled. I. Hiiv. not innudVcd hv it; for iiiv iwmiliini wan 



wholly mlu’ii'iil H'tin inn. no i uni worim »i . my 

mum of Ihh cII’oiIm, fni' (horn «'«uoi’ , i from l ln*m mmh 
iiiDfn fruit limit llm painldn of l)tn Sower t • • * ‘ nio«h''lly 
ropnisoiilH. Hut In' whoso IuIioimh hid uiti-tii* huh 
utterly in every work llml in not irro^ni-nsl us u wmk 
(if ml. Imooi tliiM il limy lm jiu I”« m t how impatient my 
dour Hympulhimng readers woio neruNluiiiril 1“ make 
ino, mul for wlml ronanim I iiml mirli u gnoiL di-dike to 
colon lo mt undoiHtimding with them. I im>v foil bill 
loo vivitlly lint dillotem o between the oll’orl ivoiio > i of 
my labours anil those of |,uvulor. IIi*« pievmlnl 
wltilo lm was present, iiiino wlioii I was absent Kvoiy 
oim who ul iidiMlimro wiim dissatisfied willi him Irn iuno 
liiu friond when limy nml; and every one, who, judging 
by my work, muHidoiod mo iiiniiihlo, found him-'df 
greatly do.roivod wlmu lm outim in t’onlnrl with a man 
of roldiioHH mid reserve. 

Mo rok, who had jin.l rmiiii over from I hiine*Udt, 
acted llm purl of MephiHlophelos, especially lidiniilmg 
iho iiiipotloitilioti rtf lint Wolimn. Am hoiiii* of them 
worn closely examining Iho a purtiimi il:i whhdi had been 
mil apart for llm prophet, mid, above all, hit IhsI chum 
bar, llm wag Haiti that "llm piotnt noiiIm wished to »«• e 
whom limy luul laid llm I .onl." Novel iht' lets lm, mt 
wall an llm oIIioim, wiim forced to h'l ltiniai •) f ho exor- 
cised. fiipH, who mvompunird buvulei, dmw lo« 
proliht hm completely and mieressfully an it*’ did thorn 
of ollmr nmn, holh important and unimpoiluul, who 
Worn to lm lumped lordlier ill llm great work on Physi- 
ognomy. 

Kor inyHolf, havuloi H Himioly wuh highly influential 
and itiHlnmlivo ; for Ida pressing iimiti'iimnl :i to action 
Hitl my calm, uiiinlio, cuiitoinplalivo naluro into iiin(i<>ii, 
mil imlnad lo any advantage ul llm nmiuiMib, Imran**" 
llm circ.aniHlantHiH did hul iimroams llm tliHlmolion whnh 
had alrniuly laid hold of nut. Hlill, ho many things 
warn talked almul hulweon uh, uh lo give rimi to llm 
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sion. Accordingly I determined to accompany him if 
be wont to lints ; so that, shut up in the carriage 
and separated from the world, we might freely go over 
those subjects which lay nearest to both our hearts. 

Meanwhile the conversations between Lavater and 
1‘Yduloin Von Klettenberg were to me exceedingly in- 
teresting and profitable. Here two decided Christians 
stood in contrast to each other, and it was epute plain 
how the same belief may take a different shape accord- 
ing to tlie sentiments of different persons. In those 
tolerant times it was often enough repeated, that every 
man lmd his own religion and his own mode of worship. 
Although I did not maintain tin's exactly, I could, in 
the present case, perceive that men and women need a 
different Saviour. Kraulein Von Klettenberg looked 
upon hers as upon a lovor to whom one yields one’s 
solf without reserve, concontrntiug all joy and hope on 
him alone, and without douht or hesitation confiding to 
him the destiny of life. Lavater, on the other hand, 
treated his as a friend, to be imitated lovingly and with- 
out envy, whose merits he recognised and valued highly, 
and whom, for that very reason, he strovo to copy and 
oven to equal. What a difference between these two 
tendencies, which in general exhibit the spiritual ne- 
cessities of the two sexes ! Hence we may perhaps ex- 
plain the fact that men of more delicate feeling have 
so often turned to the Mother of God ns a paragon of 
femalo beauty and virtue, and, like Snnnnznro, have 
dedicated to her their lives and talents, occasionally 
condescending to play with the Divine Infant. 

How my two friends stood with regard to each other, 
and bow they felt toward each other, I gathered, not 
only from conversations at which I was present, bub 
also from revelations which both made to me in pri- 
vate. I could not agree entirely with either; for my 
Christ lmd also taken a form of Ids own, in accordance 
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ful summer weather attended us, and Lavater was gay 
and most amiable. For, though of a religious and 
moral turn, he was by no means narrow-minded, and 
was not unmoved when, by the events of life, those 
around him wero excited to cheerfulness and gaiety. 
Ho whs sympathising, spirited, witty, and liked the same 
qualities in others, provided that they were kopt within 
the bounds which his delicate sense of proprioty pre- 
scribed. If any one ventured farther, he used to clap 
him on the shoulder, and by a hearty “ Jiisch gud /” 
would call the rash man back to good manners. This 
journey afforded mo instruction and inspiration of 
many kinds, winch, however, contributed to a knowl- 
edge of his character rather than to the government and 
culture of my own. At Ems I saw him again at once 
surrounded by society of every sort ; and 1 went back 
to Frankfort, because my little affairs were in such a 
state that I could scarcely absent mysolf from thorn 
at till. 

Rut I was not destined to be restored so speedily to 
ropose. Rasedow now came in to attract mo, and 
touch me on another side. A moro decided contrast 
could not ’bo found than that between tlieso two men. 
A single glance at Rasedow showed the difference. 
Lavater’s features lay open to the observor ; but those 
of Rasedow wero crowded together, and, as it were, 
drawn inward. Tiivater’s eye, beneath a very wido 
eyelid, was clear, aud expressive of piety : Basedow’s 
was deep in his head, small, black, sharp, gleaming 
from under bristly brows ; while, on the contrary, 
Lavater’s frontal bone was edged with two arches of 
the softest brown hair. Basedow’s strong, rough voice, 
quick, sharp expressions, a kind of sarcastic laugh, a 
rapid change of subjects in conversation, with other 
peculiarities, were all the opposito of the qualities aud 
manners by which Lavater had spoiled us. Rasedow 



talents were admired; but be was not the man, oithor 
to edify souls or to lead them. His sole office was, to 
give a better cultivation to the wide field ho bad 
marked out for himself, so that Humanity might after- 
ward take up its dwelling in it with greater ease and 
accordance with nature ; but to this end he hastened 
oven too directly. 

I could not altogether acqniesce in his plans, or 
oven get a clear understanding of his views, I was, 
of course, pleased with his desire of making all instruc- 
tion living and natural : bis wish, too, that tha ancient 
languages should be practised on present objects, ap- 
peared to me laudable; and I gladly acknowledged all 
that in bis project tended to the promotion of activity 
and a fresher view of the world. But I was displeased 
that the illustratious of his eloineutary work wore oven 
more distracting than its subjects: whereas, in tho 
actual world, possible things alone stand together; and 
for that reason, iu spite of all variety and apparent 
confusiou, tho world has still a regularity in all its 
parts. Basedow’s elementary work, on the contrary, 
sunders it completely, inasmuch as things which in tho 
world never are combined, are hero put togethor on 
account of the association of ideas; and consequently 
the book is without oven those palpablo methodical 
advantages which we must acknowledge in the similar 
work of Amos Coinenius. 

But tho conduct of Basedow was much more strango 
and difficult to comprehend than his doctrine. Tho 
purpose of his journey was, by personal influence, to 
interest tho public iu his philanthropic enterprise, and, 
indeed, to open, not only hearts, but purses. ILo hod 
the power of speaking grandly and convincingly of liifi 
scheme, and every one willingly conceded what ho 
asserted. But in a most inexplicable way ho pained 
the feelings of the very men whoso assistance ho 



wished to gam ; nay, he outraged them unnecessarily, 
through his inability to keep back his opiuions and 
fancies on religious subjects. In this respect, too, 
Basedow appeared the very opposite of Lavater. While 
the latter received the Bible literally, and with its 
whole contents, as being word for word in force, and 
applicable, even at the present day, the former had the 
most unquiet itching to renovate everything, aud to 
remodel both the doctrines and the ceremonies of the 
Church in conformity with some odd notions of his 
own. Most imprudently lie showed no mercy to those 
conceptions which come not immediately from the 
Bible, but from its interpretation, — all those expres- 
sions, technical philosophical terms, or sensible figures, 
with which Councils aud Fathers of the Church had 
tried to explaiu the inexpressible, or to confute heretics. 
1 n a harsh and unwarrantable way, aud before all alike, 
he declared himself the sworn enemy of the Trinity, 
and would never desist from arguing against this uni- 
versally admitted mystery. I, too, had to suffer a good 
deal from this kind of entertainment iu private con- 
versation, and was compelled again and again to listen 
to his tirades about the “Hypostasis” and " Ousia,” as 
well as the *' Prosopou.” To meet them all, I had 
recourse to the weapons of paradox, and, soaiing even 
above the flight of his opiuions, ventured to oppose his 
rash assertions with something rasher of my owu. 
This gave a now oxciteiuont to my mind ; and ns Base- 
dow was much more extensively read, and had more 
skill in the fencing tricks of disputation than a fol- 
lower of nature like myself, I had always to exert 
myself the more, the more important were the points 
which wore discussed between us. 

Such a splendid opportunity to exercise, if not to 
enlighten, my mind, 1 could not allow to pass away 
in a hurry. I prevailed on my father and friends to 
manage my most pressing affairs, and now set off 



But what a difference did I feel when I recalled the 
gentle spirit which bveathe.d from Lavater ! Pure 
himself, he created around him a pure circle. At his 
side ouo became like a maiden, for fear of presenting 
before him any tiling repulsive. Basedow, on the con- 
trary, being altogeXher absorbed in himself, could not 
pay any attention to his external appearance. ITis 
ceaseless smoking of wretched tobacco was of itself 
extremely disagreeable, especially as his pipe was no 
sooner out, than he brought forth a dirtily prepared 
kind of tinder, wliich took fire quickly, but gave out a 
horrid stench, and every time poisoned the air insuffer- 
ably with the first whiff. I called this preparation 
“The Basedoviau Stench-tinder ” (stink-schwamm), and 
declared that it ought to be introduced into Natural 
History under this namo. This greatly amused him ; 
and, to my disgust, he minutely explained Urn hated 
preparation, taking a malicious pleasure in my avorsion 
from it. It was one of the deeply rooted, disagreeable 
peculiarities of this admirably gifted man, that he was 
fond of teasing, and would sting the most dispassionate 
persons. He could never see any one quiet, but would, 
in a hoarse voice, provoke him with mocking irony, or 
put him to confusion by an unexpected question, and 
laughed bitterly when he had gained his end ; yet ho 
was pleased when the object of his jests was quick 
enough to collect lumself, and gave him a retort. 

How much greater was now my longing for Lavater 1 
He, too, seemed to be rejoiced when lie flaw me again, 
and confided to me much that ho had learned, espe- 
cially in reference to the various diameters of his fol- 
low guests, among whom he had already succeeded in 
making many friends and disciples. For my part I 
found here several old acquaintances ; and in thoso 
whom I had not seen for many years, I began to 
notice what in youth long remains concealed from us, 



liamoiy, oimu men grow oiu ana women change. The 
company became more numerous every day. There 
was uo end to the dancing; and as, iu the two princi- 
pal bath-h ouses, people came into pretty close eoutaet, 
the familiarity led to mauy a practical joke. Once I 
disguised myself as a village clergyman, while an inti- 
mate friond took the character of his wifo: by our 
excessive and troublesome politeness, we wero tolera- 
bly amusing to the elegant society, and so put' every 
one into good humour. Of serenades at evening, mid- 
night, and morning, there was uo lack ; and wo juniors 
enjoyed but little sleep. 

To make up for these dissipations, I always passed 
a part of the night with Basedow. He never went to 
bed, but dictated without cessation. Occasionally lie 
cast himself on the couch, and slumbered ; while his 
amanuensis sat quietly, pen in hand, ready to continue 
his work when the half-awakened author should once 
again give free course to his thoughts. All this took 
place in a close, confiucd chamber, filled with the 
fumes of tobacco and the odious tinder. As often as I 
was disengaged from a dance, I hastened up to Base- 
dow, who was ready at once to speak and dispute on 
any question ; and when, after a time, I hurried again 
to the ballroom, before I hud closed the door beliind 
me lie would resume the thread of his essay as com- 
posedly as if he had been engaged with nothing else. 

We also made together many excursions into the 
neighbourhood, visiting the chdlcavx y especially those 
of noble ladies, who were everywhere muro inclined 
than the men to receive anything layiug claim to 
intellect or mind. At Nassau, at the house of Frau 
von Stein, a most estimable lady, who enjoyed uni- 
versal respect, we found a large company. Frau von 
Laroche was likewise present, and there was no lack 
of young ladies and children. Here Lavater was 
doomed to be put to many a physiognomical temptn- 
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forms; but Ills oyu was too sure to be deceived. I, 
too, was called on as much as ever to maintain the 
truth of the "Sorrows of Wbrther," and to name the 
residence of Charlotte, a desire winch 1 declined to 
gratify, not in the politest manner. On the other 
hand, I collected the children arouud me in order 
to tell them very wonderful stories, all about well- 
known things, in which I had the great advantage, 
that no member of my circle of hearers could ask mo 
with any importunity what part was truth ami what 
fiction. 

Basedow affirmed that the only thing nccossavy was 
a better education of youth, and to promote this end he 
called upon the higher aud wealthy classes for consid- 
erable contributions. But hardly had his reasoning 
and His impassioned eloquence excited, not to sny, won 
to his purpose, the sympathy of his auditors, when 
the evil anti-trinitarian spirit came upon him ; so that, 
without the least sense of where he was, lie broke forth 
into tho strangest discourses, which in his own opinion 
were highly religious, hut, according to the convictions 
of those arouud him, Highly blasphemous. All sought 
a remedy for this evil : Lava ter, by gentle seriousness ; 
1. by jests, leading off from the subject; and the ladies 
by amusing walks ; but harmony could not he restored. 
A Christian conversation, such as had been expected 
from the presence of Lavater; a discourse on education, 
such as had been anticipated from Basedow ; and a 
sentimental one, for which it was thought I should bo 
ready, — all were at once disturbed and destroyed. On 
our return home, Lavater reproached him; hut I pun- 
ished him iu a humourous way. The weather was 
warm, and the tobacco-smoko had perhaps contributed 
to the dryness of Basedow’s palate: he was dyiug for 
a glass of beer ; and, seeiug a tavern at a distaneo on 


ujiiu, uu uuguny uutcruu uno coacnman to slop 
there. .But, just as lie was driving up to the door, T 
called out to him loudly and imperiously, “ Go on!” 
Basedow, taken by surprise, could hardly get the con- 
trary command out of his husky voice. 1 urged the 
coach mnii more vehemently, ftud he obeyed me. Base- 
dow cursed me, aud was ready to fall ou me with his 
lists; but I replied to him with the greatest composure, 
“ Father, be quiet ! You ought to thank me. Luckily 
you didn’t see the beer-sign ! It was two triangles put 
together across each other. Now, you commouly get 
mad about one triangle; and, if you had set eyes on 
two, we should have had to get you a strait-jacket.” 
This joke threw him into a lit of immoderate laughter, 
ju tho intervals of which he scolded aud cursed me; 
while Lavater exercised his patience on both tho young 
fool and the old one. 

When, in tho middle of July, Lavater was preparing 
to depart, Basedow thought it advantageous to join 
him; while 1 had become, so accustomed to tills rare 
society, that I could not bring myself to give it up. 
Wo had a delightful journey down the Lnhn : it wns 
refreshing alike to heart and senses. At the sight of 
an old ruined castlo, I wrote the song " Hoeh nuf dem 
alien Thunno steht” (“High on the ancient Turret 
stands”), in Lips's album ; and, as it was well received, 
I wrote, after my evil habit, all kinds of doggerel 
rhymes and comicalities on tho succeeding pages, in 
order to destroy the impression. I rejoiced to see the 
magnificent Jlhino onco more , and was delighted with 
the astonishment of those who had never before en- 
joyed this splendid spectacle. We landed at Coblentz: 
wherever we went, tho crowd was very great ; and 
each of the three excited interest and curiosity. Base- 
dow and I seemed to strive which could behave most 
outrageously. Lavater conducted himself rationally 
aud with judgment, only he could not conceal his 



appeared very odd to all men of mediocrity. 

I have preserved the memory of a strange dinner at 
a hotel in Coblontz, in somo doggerel rhymes, which 
will, perhaps, stand with all their kindred in my New 
Edition. I ant between Lavator mid Basedow ; the 
former was instructing a country parson on the myster- 
ies of the ltevelation of St. John ; and tho latter was 
in vain endeavouring to prove, to an obslinnto dancing- 
master, Lhat baptism was an obsolete usage, not calcu- 
lated for our times. As wo were going on to Cologne, 
I mote in an album, — 

As though to limmaus, on thoir ride, 

Storliko you might have seen them, 

A prophet sat on either side, 

Tho worldly child between them. 

Luckily this worldly child had also a side which 
was turned toward the heavenly, and which was now 
to be moved in a way wholly peculiar. While in Kms 
I had rejoiced to hear, that, in Cologne, wo should find 
tire brothers Jacobi, who with other eminent men bad 
set out to meet and show attention to our two remark- 
able travellers. On my part, I hoped for forgive- 
ness from them for sundry little improprieties which 
had originated in the great love of mischief that 
Herder’s keen humour had excited in us. Tho lettors 
and poems in which Gleim and Ceorgo Jacobi publicly 
rejoiced in each other, lmd given us opportunity for all 
sorts of sport ; and we had not reflected that there is 
just ns much self-conceit in giving pain to others when 
they are comfortable, ns in showing an excess of kind- 
ness to one’s self or to ono’s friends. By this means, 
a certain dissension had arisen between the Upper and 
Lower llhine, of so slight importance, however, that 
mediation was easy. For tliis tho ladies were particu- 
larly woll adapted. Sophia Laroche had already given 



um llm ih'hI ulou ol llm imliln hrotlmrs. mlm, .huhlnmi', 
who Im.l niiim tn Frankfurt from Dunsiddoif, and who 
wuh inlimulu will i limit* rindi*, by llm I'wiit. InndonmHH 
of Imv ny luput hii*H, uml llm uncommon cultivation <>r 
liar Jt)i m I, InniiMhml an ovidi-mm ol' llm worth of t)io 
Horioly in which aim hud j'rown up. Shu muduuUy pul 
uh to nhuum hy licr pulimco with our handt Uppor- 
Suxoh nmimor, ami lioi^hl uh fnrhcumiiro hy lulling uh 
foul Unit wo ourw'lvrs ntnud in m>.ud of it. Tlm tiuu- 
hourLcdncsH »»f Iho younger umlur of Um .hicuhiH, tho 
guidy of Um wifu of Fritz .Jacobi, lunmd our minda 
uml uyuH luoro uml mom to tlmim rcuioiia 'I'hu lullor 
wuh ((imlilli'il lo nijitivuln um oittiroly ; ponsoMHud of a 
correct fooling without a linen of Mnnlinmnlolily, and 
will) u livnly way of Hpcukiui;, aim wa« a tiim NeUmr- 
IumiIh woman, who, without any ux|»ri 'union of ooiuum!- 
ity, hy hoi* volamt imlurn culled lo mind tlio wonmn of 
(tuhoiia. Moth therm Imlio;), in ion^i'i uu<{ hIioi Ioi* vmiln 
al Frankfort, hml ionuud tlm oIomohI ulliiuicn with my 
Histov, uml hml expanded uml mdivtumd llm rmvmo, atilV, 
uml Homowhul IhvoIcum, imluio of (lorneliu. Thun I)im- 
Huhlorf uml l'miipeUmt hail inlon'Hluil our minda uml 
hum In, ovon in I 'Yu »k fort. 

Ai'.t onliiu'ly our lirnl mooting in Dolo^im wnHiiloimo 
flunk uiul roulhlouliul, for Dm (<ood opinion of Dim 
luilit'H hud mil Imuii without ila iiilluenen at lionm. 1 
wuu not now troati'd, uh hitimito on tim jourmiy, uh 
nmndy tlm minty tail of tlm two |»mil (mmutH: nil 
nrouiul paid nm jiiuliculur ullmition, uml allowed mh) 
ill mi i it t ui it. kindm'MH, which limy uluo Hconmd imdiimil 
to rocoivo from um in ruLuru. I wuh wmiry of my pre- 
viomi follioa and iinportiimiimi, behind which, in truth, 
I only hid my impatience, lo find during tlui joumny 
HO littlo iiihi laknn Lo uutifify my lutiirt mid wml. 
Hoimo, wlml wuh within mu burnt mil like a tnmmt; 
and IhiH ih purhupH tlm rcmion why 1 leeulloc.t ho iittln 
of individual uvuiiIh, Tlm lleiUi'hlH wu luivo hud, llm 



complaisant ; it will uot repeat its agveeable emotions. 
And least of nil are we able to recall moments of enthu- 
siasm : they come upon us unprepared, and we yield 
to them uncousciously. For this reason, others, who 
observe us at such moineiits, have a better and clearer 
insight into what passes within us than we ourselves. 

Religious conversations I had hitherto gently de- 
clined : to plain questions I had not uufrequeutly 
replied with harshness, because they seemed to mo 
too narrow in comparison with what I sought. When 
any one wished to force upon me his sentiments and 
opinions of my compositions, but especially when I was 
afflicted with tho demands of common senso.and people 
told mo decidedly what I ought to have done or left 
undone, I got out of all patience : and the conversation 
broke off, or crumbled to pieces ; so that no one went 
away with a particularly good opinion of me. It would 
have been much move natural to make myself gontlo 
and friendly, but my feelings would not bo schooled. 
They needed to be expanded by free good will, ami to 
be moved to a surrender by sincere sympathy. One 
feeling which prevailed greatly with me, and could 
never find an expression odd enough for itself, was a 
sense of the past and preseut together in oue, — a phe- 
nomenon which brought something spectral into tho 
present. Tt is expressed in many of my smaller and 
larger works, and always has a beneficial influence in a 
poem, though, whenever it began to mix itself up with 
actual life, it must have appeared to overy oue strange, 
inexplicable, perhaps gloomy. 

Cologne was tho place where antiquity had such an 
incalculable effect upon me. The ruins of the cathe- 
dral (for an unfinished work is like one destroyed) 
called up the emotions to which T had been accus- 
tomed at Strasbuvg. Artistic considerations wore out 


<»! llm ijih'm mu ; loo muon mill loo lilljo wore ipvon 
nm; n ml thorn wuh no nun who could holy mo out of 
llm labyrinth of wluit bad boon }>oi foinmtl itml what. 
jiropoHnl, of tho fiii't and of ihn plan, of what hml boon 
built and what only drained, an our tiidualriouH, jmr- 
wsvcriiitf Itimida tiowmluyu urn irmly It) tlo. In com- 
pany wilh oil min I did iudood utliuiro il« wonderful 
oIiujk’Ih tnul columns ; but when alone I idwaya 14)00111- 
ily loot myuolf in thin wnrhUodiliro, Unm checked in it h 
creation while fur from complete. (lore, loo, wuh u 
1410111 idou imvrr miUm-d ! It would norm, indeed, an 
if llm im lidrrlnin worn thorn only to convince uh, that 
by many nmu, iti a mains of yearn, notlmi# nm In) 
accomplished, mid flml in ml mid in deedn only that 
ia achieved wbirh, likn Minerva, n|ninj4n fullblown 
mnl armed from Dm hem! of iis inventor. 

Al iheau moments, wldrb uppim-msl limn* limn limy 
cheered my brai l, I 1 ill In lh"Uj;hl l lmt the lendor- 
rnl mnl fairest ouioliou wuh in altur for mu neat at 
hand. I wiim pnrmiudcd to viail iluppiieh'n honmi, ami 
hurt) nil that l hud limn wont to loim for niywdf in 
my mind rmun m lually and HcnaUdy before my ryeu. 
Thia family hud probably louj.' a^o hrroino extinct. ; 
l>Ul tm Urn wound Ihior, wbirh opened upon a Harden, 
wo found every! Iiinjt imihaiif»rd. A |tnvoturnl of 
browniah-roil tiles, of a rhomboidn) ham, rrgiilmly 
laid ; rurvrd chairs with embroidered acuta mid high 
buck*; tlnpTublrs ; nirliil chimdelioiH curintmly inlaid, 
on bonvy fool; mi immeiiNu Jhopbieo with itn appropii- 
ul.o ulunaila ; everything in harmony wilh ill oho curly 
timoK, and in llm whole mom iinlhiuK imw, nothing 
boloiif'iiiff l.n llm ] a oar i it but ournelven. lint what 
mom than all hoij^lilrnrd anti completed llm ciuotioiiu 
Unm aliun^rly excited wuh a lnij'o family picture over 
Ihn 11 replace. Timm mil llm fonnor woallhy inlmhilant 
of If » in rthotlu, mu itiundoil by Ida wifn and children, • • 
Ihnro wren limy in nil Um frenhiiean of lifo, and aa if 
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controversy most', - — m*iLhi«r a (amstian one, uh with 
Lavater, imr a dtdurlie one, uh with llasedow. The 
thoughts which Jucnhi imparled to um Hawaii ini iin'.cli- 
sloly from his heart. How profoundly was 1 moved 
wlmn, in unlimited confidence, ho revealed tt> inn nvnn 
llm most hidden longings of liin soul I l*Tom ho amaz- 
ing a eoitihimilion of ninnltil wiuiIh, passion, and itUniH, 
I could only author presentiments of what might, per- 
haps, afterward grow morn clear to me. Happily, I 
laid alrcmly prepared, if iml fully cultivated, myself in 
thin rc.Hjini, having in some degree appropriated tho 
thoughts and mind of an extraordinary man, though 
my study of him had hcmi incomplete and hasty ; hut 
I wan already conscious of important iulhmnces derived 
from thin Mourn*. This mind, which had worked upon 
um limn decisively, and which wan destined to ull’eet 
ho dnejdy my whole mode of thinking, wan Spinoza. 
.After looking through I ho world in vain, to Dm! a 
umniiH of dovolopnmnt for my strange nature, l at lust 
foil upon tho “ Kthieu " of thin phihmophnr. t >f what 
I rend out of Lhn work, and of what I mad into it, f 
can r givo m> aeeouul. Hut I certainly found in it a 
Hcdalive fur my passions, and that a free, wide view 
over llm Hciinihln and moral w«»rld seemed to open 
hoforo um. Mat what especially rivoted itm to him 
wan tin* utter disinterestedness which hIiomo forth in 
hia ovary iicntenen. Thill womlorful sentiment, " Jin 
who truly loves (Sod munt not deHiru (loti to lovu him 
in return, " together with all tlm preliminary preposi- 
tions on which it rests, and all tho e.ouHoipmnc.tm that 
follow from it, Idled my whole mind. To lie disinler- 
ested in everything, hut most of all in lovn and friend- 
whip, wan my highest desire, my maxim, my practice; 
st) that that suhsoipmnt hasty saying of mine, “If I 
love thee, what is that to UieoV” wan spoken right out 
of my heart. Moreover, it must not he forgotten hero 
Unit Um olosusl unions are those of opposites. Thu 
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wtni-li, lyhitf mi I hr riftht h)hhm nf tin* iihii 
nmiiih’il Urn tmwL H|ih?mlitt [misjH’i't. What it 
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by Weenix. They represented a large, open hall, sur- 
rounded by columns; at the foot of these, as if form- 
ing the plinth, lay all the animals that the chase cun 
furnish, skilfully arranged; and over these again the 
eye ranged over a wide landscape. The wonderful 
artist had expended his whole skill in giving lifo to 
those lifeless creatures. In the delineation of their 
widoly varying coats, tho bristles, hair, or feathers, 
with the antlers and claws, he had equalled nature ; 
while, iu the effect produced, he had excelled her. 
When we had admired these works of art sufficiently 
as a whole, we wore led to reflect on the handling by 
which such pictures, combining so much spirit and 
mechanical skill, were produced. We could not under- 
stand how they could be created by the hands of mnu, 
or by any of his instruments. The pencil was not 
sufficient: peculiar preparations must bo supposed to 
make aucli variety possible. Whether wo came close 
to them, or withdrew to a distance, our astonishment 
was equal : the cause was as wonderful as the 
effect. 

Our further journey up the Rhine was cheerful and 
happy. The widening of tho river invites tho mind 
to expand itself likewise, and to look into the distance. 
Wo arrivod at Diisseldorf, and thence came to Peiu- 
pelfort, a most delightful and beautiful resting-place, 
whore a spacious mansion, opening upon extensive and 
well-kept gardens, collected together a thoughtful and 
refined circle. Tho members of tho family were nu- 
merous ; and strauger3, who found abundant enjoyment 
iu so rich and agreeable a neighbourhood, were never 
wautiug. 

In the Diisseldorf gallery, my predilection for tho 
Flourish school found ample nourishment. There 
wore whole halls filled with these vigorous, sturdy 
pictures, brilliant with a fulness of nature ; and, if my 
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laoours wouui assume uie opposite directions, wnicn, 
in tbo course of life, they so markedly took. 

Whatever else occurred to me on the return down 
the Rhine has altogether vanished from my memory, 
partly because the second impressions of natural ob- 
jects are wont, in my mind, to be mingled with the 
first ; nud partly because, with my thoughts turned 
inwardly, 1 was endeavouring to arrange the varied 
experience T on myself had gained, and to work up 
wlmt had affected me. Of one important result, as it 
impelled me to creative efforts which kept me occu- 
pied for a long time, I will now speak. 

With my lawless disposition, with a life aud action 
so aimless and purposeless, the observation could not 
long escapo me, that Lavator and Basedow employed 
intellectual and even spiritual moans for earthly ends. 
It soon struck me, who spent my talents and my days 
on no object whatever, that these two men, while 
endeavouring to preach their doctrines, to teach and 
to convince, had each, in his own way, certain views 
in the background, the advancement of wliich was to 
them of great consequence. Lavnter went to work 
gently and prudontly, Basedow vehemontly, rudely, 
and oven awkwardly ; but both were so convinced of 
the excellence of their favourite schemes and under- 
takings, and their mode of prosecuting them, that so 
far all were compelled to look upon them as men of 
sincerity, and to love and to honour them ns such. 
In praise of Lavater especially, it could he said that he 
actually had highor objects; and, if ho acted according 
to the wisdom of this world, it was in the belief that 
the end would hallow the means. As T observed 
them both, nay, indeed frankly told them my opinions 
and heard theirs in return, the thought arose in me, 
that every highly gifted man is called upon to diflhse 
whatever there is of divino within him. In attempt- 
ing this, however, he comes in contact with the rough 
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them altogether 8 Th P T? T*l “ d forfeits 
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to me. The sketch P ftrm d ^^ 0u 1 tIie bought occurred 
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lures owe their existence. I composed tins hymn with 
great dolight: it is now lost, but might easily be re- 
stored for the purpose of a cantata, and would com- 
mend itself to the musical composer by tho variety 
of its expression. Jt would, however, bo uecessary 
to imagine it suug, according to the original plan, by 
the conductor of a caravan with his family and tribe; 
and thus the alternation of the voices, and the strength 
of tho chorus, would be provided for. 

After Mahomet 1ms thus converted himself, he 
imparts these feelings and sentiments to his friends. 
His wife and Ali become his disciples without reserve. 
Tu the second act ho zealously attempts, supported by 
tho still more ardent Ali, to propagate this faith iu 
the tribe. Assent and opposition follow the variety 
of clmmctor. The contest begins, the strife becomes 
violent, and Mahomet is compelled to flee. Iu the 
third act he defeats his enemies, and, making his 
religion the public one, purifies the Kaabn from idols; 
but, as all this cannot he done by power, he is obliged 
to resort to cunning. What in his character is earthly 
increases and extends itself : tho divine retires and is 
obscured. In tho fourth act Mahomet pursues his 
conquests, his doctrine becomes a pretence rather than 
an end; all conceivable means must be employed, and 
barbarities become abundant. A woman, whose hus- 
band has been put to death by Mahomet’s order, 
poisons him. Iu the fifth act he feels that he is 
poisoned. His groat calmness, tho return to himself 
and to a higher sense, make him worthy of admiration. 
Ho purifies his doctrine, establishes his kingdom, and 
dies. 

Such was tho sketch of a work which loug occupied 
my mind, for usually I was obliged to have the 
materials in my head before I commenced the execu- 
tion. I meant to represent the power which genius 
exercises over men by character and intellect, and what 



songs, to be introduced in the drama, wore compost <! 
beforehand : all that remains of them, howovor, in wlmt 
stands among my poems under the titfo ,f AlciUomol**.- 
Gesang” (“ Mahomet’s Song ”). According to tho plim, 
this was to be sung by Ali in honour of Ilia nmolcr, ut 
the highest point of his success, just beforo tho chnngfA 
aspect of affairs resulting from tho poison. I voouUn t 
also tho outlines of several scenes, which lioro to tinfoM 
would lend me too far. 
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From these manifold diversions, which, however, 
geuorally gave occasion for serious, and even religious, 
reflections, I always returned to my noble friend, 
Fraulein von IClettenbcrg, whose presence calmed, at 
least for a moment, my stormy and undirected impulses 
and passions, and to whom, next to my sister, 1 liked 
best to communicate designs like that I have just 
spoken of. I might, indeed, have perceived that her 
health was constantly failing : but I concealed it from 
myself ; and this I was the better able to do as her 
cheerfulness increased with her illness. She used to 
sit, neatly dressed, in her chair at the window, and 
kindly listeued to tho narratives of my little expedi- 
tions as well ns to what I read aloud to her. Often, 
too, I made sketches, in order to make her understand 
the better the description of the places I had seen. 
One evening I had been recalling to my mind many 
different images, when, in the light of tho setting sun, 
she and all around her appeared before me as if trans- 
figured ; and I could not refrain from making a drawing 
of her, and of the surrounding objects in the chamber, 
as well as my poor skill permitted. In the hands of a 
skilful artist like Kerstiug it would have made a beau- 
tiful picture. 1 sent it to a fair friend at a distance, 
and added a song as commentary and supplement: 

In this magic glass reflected, 

See a vision, mild and blessed : 

By tho wing of God protected, 

Is our suffering friend at rest. 

269 



Of that heavenly ether, Ic new, 
When, the first impression noting. 
Hastily this sketch I drew. 


Though in these stanzas, as had often happonod 
before I expressed myself as "a stranger and for- 
oiguer, in short, as a heathen, she did not take ofToneo 

dnint r °, n th ? ° ontmr y> 8he «ed me, that in so 
o Jr d rn er -? UC im0re than when 1 attempted 

I cou d C]l [ ,stian terminology, which somehow 

1 could nevei apply correctly. Indeed, it had become 
a standing custom with me, whenever I read to her 
missionary intelligence, which she was always fond of 

S&s^aswscb: 

fact ( T ca arosQ from t!, ° 

-I, with passionate Sot ^ t0 ° 

intimately acquainted with H ^ r SlnC ^ 1 became m °ro 
tio« to L aSflS h“,^ r “ V ! an3 ' ! ny il!cli ™- 
torious banners of Christ h i a lm ited under the vie- 
is exactly in the i~^l. It 

positive religion possesses it! earl f St formation that a 
that account it is delightful tn gieates ^ attraction. On 
the apostles, where aU stands 1°^°^ fche time of 
mediately spiritual. And thus i/° lth fresl1 aud 3<ni “ 
doctrine acquired somethin^ of W£lS fc - la ? fche Moi 'avian 
{^earing to continue or ratlmr t lna S lca l charm by ap- 
tl0u those first times. It *° ^ condi- 

nnected its origin with 
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pious and eminent man, aud so from an unnoticed 
d apparently accidental beginning expanded ouce 
)re over the wide world. In this society the most 
portant point was, the inseparable combination of the 
ligious and civil constitution by which the teacher 
is at the same time the ruler, and the father the 
dge. What was still more distinctive of their fra- 
rnity, was that the religious head, to whom unlimited 
ilh was yiolded in spiritual things, was also entrusted 
th the guidance of temporal affairs ; and his counsels, 
aether for the government of the whole body, or for 
e guidance of the individuals, if confirmed by tbe 
sue of the lot, were implicitly followed. Its peace 
d harmony, to which at least outward appearances 
stified, was most alluring; while, on the other hand, 
e missionary vocation seemed to call forth and to 
vo employment to all man’s active powers. The cx- 
llenl persons whose acquaintance T made at Marien- 
«n, which I had visited in the company of Councillor 
oritz, the agent of Count von Iseuburg, had gained 
y unqualified esteem ; and it only depeuded on them- 
lves to make me their own. I studied their history 
id their doctrine, and tho origin and growth of their 
ciety, so as to be able to give an account of it and to 
lk about it to all who might feel interested in it. 
evertholess, tho conviction was soon forced upon me, 
lat witli the brethren 1 did not pass for a Christian 
jy more than T did with Fraulein von Kletteuberg. 
t first this disturbed me, but afterward my iucliua- 
on to them became somewhat cooler. However, I 
mid not for a long time discover the precise ground 
1 difference, although it was obvious enough, until at 
st it was forced upon me moro by accident than 
y reflection. Wlmt separated me from this brothor* 


it was maintained, that, by Iho Fa", human nature 
had been so corrupted to its innermost core, that 
not the least good could bo found in it, and that there- 
fore man must renounce all trust in his own powers, 
aud look to grace and its operations for everything. 
The other party, while it admitted the hereditary 
imperfections of man, nevertheless, ascribed to nature 
a cortain genu of good within, which, animated by 
divine grace, was capable of growing up to a joyous 
tree of spiritual happiness. By this latter conviction 
1 was unconsciously penetrated to my inmost soul, 
even while with tongue and jion I maintained Iho 
opposite side. But I had hitherto gone on with .such 
ill-dcd tied ideas, that I had never once clearly stated 
the dilemma to myself. From this dream I was unex- 
pectedly roused one day, when in a religious conversa- 
tion, having distinctly advanced opinions to my mind 
most innocent, T had in return to undergo a severe 
lecture. The very thought of such a thing, it was 
maintained, was genuine Pelagia niam, a pornicieus doc- 
trine which was again appearing, to the great injury 
of modern times. 1 was astonished and oven terrified. 


I went back to Church history, studied the doctrine 
and fate of Pelagias more closely, and now saw cloarly 
how these two irreconcilable opinions had fluctuated in 
favour through whole centuries, and had boon embraced 
and acknowledged by different men, according as they 
were of a more active or of a moro passive naturo. 

The course of past years had constantly led mo 
more and more to the exercise of my own powers. A 
restless activity was at work within me, with the best 
I, 0 for moral development. The world without 

“X 'f t t in L 1 " 3 , nctivit )’ shouW regulated and 
raided for the advantage of others ; aud this groat 



appeared to um in Imr whole umgtiilic.ciico: I lnul keen 
ncipminlud with ninny good anti trim :ui*n, who won) 
toiling tn do their duly, mid fur llm Make of duty ; In 
roiimmr.o tlmm, uuy, to renounce mymdf, Hcimmd impos- 
nil >li«. Tim gulf whioli w'pnmlcd urn from llm doctrine 
of niun’o total depravity now herumo plain to mo. 
Nothing, therefore, remained to inn 1ml to purl from 
thin Hooioty; und iih my love of tlm Holy SeiipUm'H, m 
woll iih of llm founder of Uhrmliunily utid ilu ourly 
profuKKoiK, could not ho Lukmi from nm, i fonnml u 
(Jhimlimnly for my private uho, mid nought to uhIuIiUhIi 
uihI Imiltl it up hy an attentive Hlndy of liifllnry, und u 
careful observation of llio.su who worn favourable to my 
opinion. 

Am everything which I once warmly omhmrcd 
immediately put on n poetic. form, l now look up 
tlm hI mii}'o idea of tri siting' epical ly tlm liiHtory of tlm 
Wandering Jmv, which pupuliir hooka hml long mime 
impressed upon my uiind. My design ivmi to lu nik' f,, d. 
in tlm mu ran of tlm imimlivo, mich promiuuiit points 
of tlm liiHtory of religion mid tlm (’hurch iih I Hhould 
dial convenient. I will now explain tlm way in which 
1 treatnd thiH fuhlo, und what meaning' l guvo to il. 

lu JeinHiihuti, ureordiiig to tlm legend, tlmru wan a 
Hhuuimiknr of Urn namo of Almsumm Kor thin uhur- 
aoliir my Dresden ah net linker wan to mijiply llio main 
features. 1 |md furiiiMlmd him with tlm apirit and 
humour of a craftsman of tlm Hclmol of I hum Sadm, 
und ennobled him l>y an iimllnation to (’hviat. Ac- 
cordingly iih, in hia upon workshop, Im liked to talk 
with the pause iM-by, jested with tlmm, and, after tlm 
Nematic. hud i ion, touched up ovary mm in hia own way, 
tlm imiglihnuiH, and otlmm of Urn people, took ph'imum 
in lingering at bin Imoth : uvuii I’lmiineeH mid Huddu- 
cuiiH Hpoku to him, and tlm Maviour hiniHclf and hia 



wli**;*!' lhnuj*ldn wolo diiorlod nnloly (iiwuid tho v 
I paint *** I in (Volin;;, in* vn l hfli*.-’i ( lt •.jtcriul all < 
fill’ Mill I .mil, fnl l)|l< |l|ovl }<ul(, ovinnd 

hy m do>mo l«i luin^ t h i»« lofty Loin;;, w )»• ••>*» in 1 1 
did iml miii|i|i*1ti'iul. uvi'C In Jin own way of tliii 
mid ailing. Ai««mlin^ly, in u uindo‘>l mmino 
liinntinii'inlM ( 'In i.«l to it) Miinlt mi l»ia tnnlomplulivi 
and l«» Ira vo oil ^uit'M nhnul tim ruiiulry with 
Mina, ami tliawinM tho |irujilo away from thru !< 
i til* i tin* \\ ili In i ir*i i. A umltitmlo, ho mini, wan nl 

toady for o\rjloiiionl ; and nothin;; jjood rnidd 
id it. 

(In tho othrr hand, tho l.old nidruvoinrd, hy 
hloH, (o iiriiuni him in hia higliri vio\vn and i 
lad (Im’ho won* all thrown away on hia moio matt 
furl inlolloi t Tlum, a*i t'lui-t hnnmra mmo and 
an important rhatartor, and hnally a puhlio )k 
tho friondly workman pinnoumra hi'i opinion 
morn aharply and volinnrntly, iiiiiiiitoimii;; ( 1ml. 
in;; hul diaordrr mid tumult ronld follow fiom 
jaoi'rrilitij'M, uml ()ml t’hrial would ho at lio.t oomj 
In pill hituKolf at tho head of a putty, though 
oould Uni poMHilily ho Ida draipm liimllv, wliou t 
had talcoii tho ootii»o hiatniy imualon, and ( *hi i?*l 
boon uoi/oil and ooiidomuod, Ahumiorua ;;ivoa full 
lo liia iudipimtinii, when .linlaa, who undo'.ipm ill 
hi'trayod hin Lord, in hin dimpair outoiH tho a oil, 
ami with lamonlalioim ndulr.a Imw hia plana liad 
ri'OHHi'd, Ho had hooii, ho wiid, aa wo)) m< tin* ah 
oat of llu* nlhi'l* diaoiploa, lirmly rom iiioivl that ( 
would dooliuii liitnaolf rr^onl mid lioad of tho n 
Hja purpoan wua only, hy Chin viidonro, to romjK 
Lord, win tan howilulion had hillmrln horn invii 
In hlialtm Ihu dorlaiation. Armrdingly ho had ii 
Uui pmmllmud lu an act. whirh provinualy thoy hi 
had iiimrajjtu to do, Thu iliariploH, on thoir aido, 


mu. wiuhuii mum, mm pimnimy mi wouiii nave united 
nut well, if tlm Lord Imil not given himself up, and left 
them in the must forlorn stair. AhnMicnis, wIidiii this 
narrative in m> ways tends In propitiate, only exasper- 
ates Urn agony of tlm pour ox-apostle, who rushes out, 
and goes mid hangs himsidf. 

As.lesus is led past tlm workshop of tlm shoemaker, 
on liia way to execution, tlio well-known scene of tlio 
legend occurs. Tlio sulloror faints under tlio burden 
of tlm (toss, and Simon of Uyrniin is com pul led to curry 
it. Upon this Almsmans comes forward, and HUHttiiiiH 
tho pint of (hose harsh common-senso people, who, 
whim limy urn a man involvrd in misfortune lli rough 
Ins own fault, fool no pity, hut, struck hy an untimoly 
Hojisn of justico, make llm mutter worso liy llmir re- 
proaches. As ho comes out, lie. repeals all Ids fonuor 
warnings, changing them into vehement accuaatioriH, 
which his attaeliiueut lo tlm siilleror seoms to justify. 
'Tlm Saviour does not answer; hut at tlm instant tlm 
loving Vonmieu covers his faro with tlm napkin, on 
whieh, us slm removes it mid raises it aloft, Ahasuonm 
sees dopml.rd Urn features of tho him), not indeed as 
those of tho MuHeror of the moment, hut as of one 
transfigured and radiant with eolrstiui life. Amazed 
hy this phenomenon, he turns away his eyes, and hums 
the words, " Over the earth shall tlmii wander till 
Limn shall mire more see me in this form.” Over- 
whelmed at the sentence, it is not till after some time 
that the artisan comes to himself: lie then finds that 
every one has gone to the place of execution, mid that 
the streets of .Jerusalem are empty. Disquiet and 
curiosity drive him forth, and he. begins his wandering. 

[ shall, perhaps, speak elsewhere of all this, and of 
the incident hy which l]m poem was ended, indeed, 
hut not finished. Tlm beginning, some detached pas- 
sages, and the conclusion, were written. Hut f never 
completed the work. 1 lacked time for tlm studies 



uisllt'il. Thu luW I'luvl t | dill wiilu \\rm till' 
willingly l»*fl i i*|h ' »•' iii m|i .unity. H i a dun 
nnuvmiy i'|H"'1i tt»r* imw ft'» inrd in my mmlul 
urlrv l»v tin' pnldh alum of •• Woilhui." 

‘ria* u»mnu*n fair of tun n, wliirli all of uri )m 
hear, UlU«l fall l Ill'll V l tv nil ill* « -i* who.u 
It'd tml powuia r\pniid vrvy rally. I'm a (itn 
limy glow tip nndur tin* |*r* inn of |mi uul n 
rrlativi'H; wr may Iran for awhile u|mii mu lu < 
mid nintriH and fiiuiid'', Ih< Hippo) md l*y uuptainii 
urn l Hindi* happy hy llnm* we love; hut, in t }u* 
limn in ulwayu diivrn hark upon liiniMf : am) it i 
an if tin 1 Ihvinily had lakrii a punlion louaid m 
iih n<>l ill way » to ir'<pmid to thru m\eiriire t lnH 
hive, ul Irir.l, not in tin’ plume niomuit of nud. 
enmigli, and hy many a hind h > >mi, hud 1 Iruinrd, 
at thu luo'tl utgi'iil rii*><”i, llir t all (o ti’i r«, " I'hy; 
lira) thyarlf;’’ and how fiupirntly had I limn 
|H*llrd tn nigh uni- hi pain, *' I l lead (hr wine 
ulmml" So mnv, while 1 win looking uhiait fn 
mra iih nf rnlahiinhin^ my indej.endrnu\ I Ml 
Urn unreal I»uhm mi wliirh fo iaiild wua my own 
live InleitK Km* many yearn I had never kim 
lu fail mu for a mmin-iil. What, waking, I had 
hy day, often nhajH'il itrujlf into regular dtrai 
night; mid, wlirii I ni«’in'd my rye*i, ilium apj 
lu mu uithur a wmidufnl nuw whole, m a pail u 
nlmady niiumuuml. PMially, my limn fm w 
waa tliu early morning: hut in the evening h 
liven lain at ni^lil, wliuu winuand aorjal inlurmm 
mim'd my apivila, I svum ready fm any lopir that 
hli Hiiggeslrd ; only let a auhjurt of iiiuin* rhaiu' t 
nlVmi'd, and l waa at om u piepiiml and ready. \ 
then, 1 rulh'i’li'd Upon Ihia ttuUirul gift, and fmna 
it hohmged lu mu iih my own, and rmild neill 
fimmrml imr hindered hy any external matt 


easily, m umugiii, imiit my wimio existence upon it. 
Thiw conception hoiui assumed n tlisi iiH*t form : tho old 
mythological imago of I'lnnictlmim occurred to mo, 
wlio, Kopnmlcd from tiio gods, peopled a world from 
his own workshop. 1 clearly foil, Unit u creation of 
imjMirtiiiM'o mold ho produced only when its author 
iaolalrd himself. My productions, wliioh hud met 
with no much applause, were children of solitude: 
and, since l hud Mood in u widrr relation to tho 
world, l hud not been wauling in Iho power or tho 
pleasure of invention ; hut Iho execution hulled, be- 
cause l lmd, neilhor in prose nor in verse, u stylo 
properly my own, and roimetjuonlly, with every ne.w 
work, had always to begin id. tho beginning mid try 
experiments. Am in (his I lmd to decline mat oven to 
exclude the ilid of men; ho, after Urn fashion of I’ro- 
nict-lmUH, I separated myself from the gods also, and 
llm morn nnlurally, uh, with my chamrtcr, mid mode 
of thinking, one lendency always swallowed up and 
repelled all othora, 

'Hie fahle of IVomethoim became living in mo. Thu 
old Titan woh l rut up according to my own metnmie- 
menlH, aial, without, furtlier rolleetion, lu-gan to write a 
piece in which was painted the dillieully h ornet hens 
waa placed in, with leaped to Jupiter amt the later 
gods, in eiMiHecjiicneo of his making men with Ids own 
hand, giving thorn life l»y the aid of Minerva, and 
founding a third dynasty. And, in fuel, (lie reigning 
gotlH laid good cause to feel aggrieved; since they might 
now appear in the light of wrongful intruders between 
the Titans and men. To this singular composition be- 
longs, as a monologue, that, pooni, which lias become 
remarkable in (Senium literature, by having culled forth 
a declaration from Lessing against Jacobi on ee.rl.ain 
weighty matters of thought and feeling. It (him served 
uh the match to an explosion which revealed and brought 
into dismission the most secret relations of men of 



tln'M'f’Uv* mii'-rimii. Mini win* *1 1 wnv •Itiiiiln'ii 
it •■irmly "UmiWl 1 v Ultf.t Tim arliim: 

ii<i violent, that, with tin' r niirmirmr «*f filitlmi 
tlrnla, it t’iW'i’tl «■< Um l**aa *»f mm nf «mv vul 

iim'U, nanmlv, M»'ml>Tnilni. 

A)tlnm;;li plul* • •< i| >hii ul ami rvrn irlij'imia mm. 
Immi may l" 1 , ami Imfum nmv Imvi* Ihmmi, uf t 
lliia .-mlijt'i'l. Mill it Ih'Iuu^i \n'* iilnulv hi I'nrtiy. 
Titan*! mo lli«' full nf (Hi)y(lti'i' am, ua tin' ilrul m 
rnmailnir.l Um f»»i l nf mninillii l i’im ; llimi*;li, lik 
only (It'll in wlmtu hn Mamla ill i untiiiM, In* i * 
jMiflii’ li;;in«’. Tim Satan nf Milton, llmujjii I 
i*maij:li ilitiwn, /'(ill imiiaiii i in (In* iliu'lv antu 
lif'lil nf u mi hi u « limit t* n\iM»*nt'i\ ath'inptni}' t<> < h 
llin !i|i)i*mliil rival nai nf a lullin' lirmjj . I *t 
mi (In* t-miltaiy, Inn lliia lolvanl a^n, (Iml, own in 
nf Miiih'iim- Ut'iii}', i, In* ia ultln in tmt ami i«i rivali 
in iilan a liiMiitifnl ilmu^iii, ami \\ <*ll laiiltal In p 

hi it'jnvnmil umn a*t <*i i*jiIi*i1 , iml l»y lln* Siiju* , mi* 
nf Urn wmlil, I iiit liy i»u iiih*vnm»lmtn ii}*i*nt, wlm, 
uv«*v, uh a ilrammlant nf tin* urnM. alumni *lyim* 
nf wmllt itml im|«mhimn niniij-th fm nimli an 
TIiun, uni 1, iminnil, mulm ovriy najirri, lln* (I 
mythology ia an iimsIumMil'ln mtm* nf ilivim 
liumim aymlinlrt. 

Nnvi*itln , l"!i i, Um Tiliinm, I'i^antir, Imavmi Mn 
rlmtarl.ni' alVmilni nn miituMo mah'iinl fm- my 
lU’t. It. ImlLur ml him in m jtj v>.i*nl (lull Jtt’i 
JiluMm, ami alwaya (uiiiml, ojipu.ulimi, wliirh, 
ilium}' Um HU|nmnr |»nwi*r, Mill )uvnuiima to 
uijuulily. Ami y»*l lim liuMri nmiultm.a nf Uir 
TnntaluH, Iximi, SiHyjiliUM, worn almi my faint a. 
Iililluit In Um ftnrirly nf llm Kmlii, limy wnnl 
ilufmvl UmniMnlvurt M\tUmH*ivoly mum^li, Iml, \»y 
lumpily lii'imn^ iih kuomIm, jnnvnknl Um iin^ni 1 n| 
limit mill fttillnn, iunl illnW Ufimi UmniHolvoi a hi 


' ' * I I W t \ 4 1 'I J >4111 4 


1U* • in j ii 

already lieeii ad forth hy llm int«*f«»iiiN an truly tragic; 
ami, when l introduced them in tlm background of my 
“ ! pln^ouiii/' i waa imloliloii to them fora pull of tlm 
oiled which Unit piece had llm good fortune to produce. 

At tliia period I ilwiial ly combined tlm ail « >f design 
with poetical composition. I draw llm portraits of 
my frionda in prnlilo <»n gray paper, in whilo and 
black chalk. Whenever l dictated or batoned to 
reading, I sketched the posiliona of iho writer and 
reader, with tlm NiinonmiiMg objects: llm resemblance 
c.onld not lie denied, and tlm drawing were well re- 
ceived. DU fltanti alwaya have llna advantage, licrmiau 
they give llmir lahour for nothin}*, lint, reeling Llm 
inHUllleioimy of thin copying, I hetnok myself once 
more to language and rhythm, which were once more 
at my coninmnd. How briskly, Imw joyously and 
eagerly, I went to work with them, will appear from 
the many poems which, onlhuHiaaliridly proclaiming 
llm art of naturo, and llm nalmr of art, infused, at llm 
moment of their production, new apirit into me an 
well um into my friends. 

t wan at thin epoch, and in llm nodal of thcae oc.ru- 
patioiiH, one evening, Milling, with a atrnggling light 
in my c.iiamher, to which, at leant, the air of an artiat’a 
Htmlio waa lima i input led, while tlm walla, alack over 
and covered with ImlMlnialmd worka, gave the Imprea- 
aion of great iuduatry, when there entered a well- 
fornied, slender man, whom at lirat, in tlm twilight, 
1 took for KriU dur.nhi, hut main, diacovering my mia- 
take, greeted an a all linger. In Ida free and agreeable 
hearing a certain military air waa perceptible. He an- 
nounced himaeif hy the name of Von ICim.hel; and 
from a brief introduction 1 gathered that ho waa in 
the I’niMsiuu Hervice, and that, during n long roaidoima 
at Merlin and Hotadum, lie lmd actively cultivated an 
uci|uainluime with llm literary men of liman places, 


In-. IiiimIi* of l.-rjhny: III*'. l(f Vol< Ill’O fuuuli 

all t)m( C Iii( hint wiiltoh, who ai Mutt I ilia* luu 
yot inula it (tit nit' muon}* t lit* (h*tmnii< 'Tl n < * 
t’M'i I mm tltt' '• Mmhhamn- ai " (" lali’ of Muiih 
llii-i port tint l horn punt oil at PotMani. amt )iu« 
into tla* Imutl’i or Mia kmp, win* ua*i Mini to |i 
pirv.nl u fuvniuahlr opinion of tt. 

Wo Itllil Muttoly tulkoil HU-1 tllivo Mil I jrt'l *i 
t'liil iutrift in tin mint litrtalMH*, hrfott* l 

liiltt'li (o my Hit |:.|*n t ioli. that ho w «M ill 
hint ioiioil ill NYoiiimi, ami urn appomlril th 
pan ion of 1 ’iiuor t ’iiii-'tantin. f *f maUri.i (hoi 
uhr.nly hi’.nil non h that w to f.ivnm.ihtr ; for 
htian^oiM, who Inal roino fjoin Wrinmi-, im.i 
that tho lUo’ho' » Amalia lual p.alhoml atouml 
hiv-t mrn to ii.'.mM mi tho nhirat a*n o| hoi > m 
tla* AoiitU-iuy of .him, thvouj’h tl-« mlum.ihlo t 
Inal ul’<o ronti ihiitni it-. j..ut to thm rvrllonl j 
mill that- Ihn ui t a writ’ not only piotoilnl 
piimnn, hut. won* poo ti*-o«l hy la i with p.n 
Jtoiin* nial /ml. Wf lilt o hoanl that Wifl.nal 
mipniul favour, Tin* Ihut^/u m*. too, 

milt oil tla* liihoitra of mi muiiY mIio|<ii.» to 0M101 
oimti ihotod not it litllf to (hf faun* of |)a* 
wliit'li it win puhlmhoil. Thou* ahio wifi mu 1 
ho-if thoatlo'i in (SfilaaliV, whah wan naalo 
hy it*i aotoiji, hi w oil ioi hy tho nutlmi.i win 
for it. TIiomi iiohlf m-lihil ioin ami plain 
hnwfVfr, to hnvo loooivnl a mmMou ola-ok, am 
Ihn iitfUnl with a loti}' iiit on apt ion, in o..n< 
uf (ho lonihlo roliliii^iiitiou of (hf na.llf, win 
plain in tho May of that wav. I'.nl tla* 
in thn lift to) it in y piiim* wim no ^u it tlmt «*v 
\vum oonvimotl, not only that tla* ihiumyv v. 
rapuiroit, 1 ml Mint, in npiln of it, rvoiy ollti 







would hu full)* H<viijuj»|i.s|u'(l. Ah 1 inquired uftrn* 
Dh'ho jh'Jhoiih mnl tiling uh if l worn nit old acquaint- 
ance, hi i* l oxjmwii'il it wi>d» to heroine more intimately 
acquainted with thorn, my viailnr replied, in the mo.st 
friendly manner pimihlo, tlmt nothing wuh earner; 
mum tho hereditary prince, willt Ida brother, Urn 
I'rincn (kumlanliu, had just iirrived in Krai ik fort, and 
demrud to «n» and know mo, l at <mec expressed 
tho gmiloHl willingness to wait upon them; and my 
now frioiul told mo tlmt l imml not delay, im their 
Htny would tmt ho long. hi order to equip myself 
for Urn visit, 1 took Von ICnebcl to my father and 
mothor, who worn surprised at Inn arrival, and tho 
message ho bore, ami conversed with him with groat 
satisfaction. I thou proceeded with him to tho young 
primes, who received mo in a vary easy and friendly 
manner: Omul thirl/, also, the tutor of tho hereditary 
prime, appeared not displeased to sen mo. Though 
thorn wan no luck of literary subjects for our tionvor- 
Hiiliou, accident furnished tho I mat possible introduction 
to it, and rendered it- at nuro im|H>rtuut ami profitable. 

M<iser'u " I’nliiolincbo Kiinl-a.'iien ” (" l*nlriolin I'mitn- 
sies"), tlml is to Hay, the first ) util., were lying on tho 
till de, fresh from Urn hinder, with the leaves uncut. 
Ah I wan familiar with thorn, whereas the rent wore 
not, 1 had Lim advantage of Mug aide to give a com- 
plete account of the work, and had here a favourable 
opportunity for speaking with u young prince, who 
won sincerely dewirmm, and alao llrmly determined, to 
mnke uho of his station to do all the good in his 
power. Moser's hook, holh in its contents and its 
time, could not hut lie highly interesting to every 
(human. While, hy other writers, division, anarchy, 
and impotence had hceu brought a« a reproach against 
the (ierimitt Kmpirn, according to A) wor this vory 
muiiher of nmal) hIhIch was higidy ileHimhlo, as ulford- 
ing room for the. Hpet-ial cultivation of each, according 



l“‘< till mil* ' «>f m* h wi*l*U iliH'i-iil 
1 h>- mi" n.»v, J i* »«* n 0* f M*- - i. i Mini 
t In* * il v !•: • t*» * j ■ t S' * I i* il*m f. .iicl 

•Vi»n: "Wi lit*- • v* • U* •{ W» ijluh*. I fc»*ilU i 
li««n (•• l In' wIm*!*' • *U4*1 )u ? i* * li»‘, 

imtln'i ivtimii ^ t**n **i lh«« 'tihj. ilmtm:; (I 

\\ it It til'’ J*l «’ ’ ll t . »1* l»i« P» iji*’ fl?{' I Om 

iiu«l iUu • > I'iiiK l wit 4* If * ■ 1 ti »• *it > wi’u 

llMi* «*i »t*>l , ••• Hli'.'hl iuhl. hi 

( 1 m* '*<% III** w*l\, *•!•!. *Jtl a 0 (»'t'*’l?’l| 1 . 111 -W I* *!}'•« 

run 'lilnUt'ii »*f lit" l-ii«' It*' }’■»%» n> . »i * * >*n 

with it '» iu 4 it;hl , «*m 1 mol with th» ! wl».<l** 

lllil * i'ImMi' him *11 1“ Jil'l;**’ I* 0i«> J*t«- »'lil n 

fillmiv 

Ill til'' « *nii «*l mu •*>uv<i «ti*<u, lu'.tui l 
w« l«' lu.i'h* with i»,; »t*l t*i lh*' *liU* 1 * ip ** hi lilt 

?>tut«- I Ilf rpj-M >1 III I l.'iWrl ;hi\ti|n 11*4 mil 
uutiiiiil |>iih\h. l)i«n il w t»*> "I* '-ni >1, l*nl ill* 
|limil|i*l/' ( LiW 1 , aint ill -(<< 111 ’, Im.I • i 1 j t * li *1 ii> 
i , iiili* , *'l (iiMi-f, uml, n* 1 '••itiim; f*» tl»" fnim "l 
im*l jjji 1 v> • 1 iiiiii*nt , h*nl tUKti.lv i*i- - 1 ili.-'l ihi'ii 
\Vl« IMliliMVtiUlnl l*« uhlulll il * h ill \l«-w 111 tin 

* Itrl w*'**li tin' Lw ii iiiiil, hi On * ii 

il mi it iii “I'l hmiit*! tnivv ti'-’hil M wmiM 1*“ to 
^nittl tumM, \vhi« U if ii'^iitihil, iii»t. 111 il t in* 
jMVulimiliivi, huL in lln* jri'iuinl iin4h>«l kii w 
J HU l Ihmiii Im'iimI, nii;;hl. 1 h« 1 1 ] I ] • 1 1 1 l l*i lit*' iiim .1 
iliHi’iiin; ririf i, uml llnnchy misfit. 1«* highly 
uhlu in lu‘l\«iii}.t if* to hum u tt'iitMl jiulj.;ut«- 

Tlii** nihVi'ifnilinii, whii-h \v»»h h»'|*l up wh"ii \ 

MI‘L llllWU lit lllhh*, IHltilii il Iwtlnr i||l|i|rx«i»|| 

fnvnuv limn l pnlmj** ilrmnAvtl. Fur in-h'-ul nf 

Kill'll WnlliM KM hi'hm^i'il III my IIVVII M|*hi‘U* n! 

tun* tin* milijivlM nf iliiii iiMMiiin, innimil nf ilmi 
un mnliviili'il iilliniUmi fur llm ihiinui mnl f«»i r< 
! a^Huui'il, wliili* ilim'iiH**iii{^ Mimm'ii lnmU, t* 


llmao writers whose talents, proceeding from active 
life, returned In it with immediate benefit, whorrna 
\v<u'Uh properly poetical, aa Hearing above morn aerial 
nml material mloroata, cnuM only bo indirectly and 
iiijt’iiltMil nlly profitable. These diaeiiHaiunN Went on 
like Clio alurieH of lie*. Arabian Nights; ono important 
mutter canto tip after another; many IheruoH worn only 
touched upon without our lining able to follow llinm 
out; and accordingly, aa Li m aluy of tin* young princes 
in Kmnkfoil was necessarily abort, Limy nmdo mo 
promise to follow them to Muyonro and spend a fow 
tlaya with limm thorn. I gave thin promise gladly 
enough, and Imatoned homo to impart Urn agreeable 
intelligence to my paronla. 

]\Iy father, however, could not hy any manna ho 
brought to approve of it. In accordance with hia 
aoutinionta aa a citizen of tho empire, ho hud alwuya 
kept aloof from (ho grout; and, although constantly 
coming in contact with tho u cittwjfo (f’ttjfitirrn ” of tho 
nojgh l mu ring princca, ho had, novertheloNS, avoided all 
personal relations with thorn. In fact, coin la worn 
among tho thinga ahout which lm waa accustomed 
to joko. Ho waa not iitdocd displeased if any ono 
oppoaed hia opinioua on tliia hoatl, otdy ho waa not 
autiallod unless hia opponent maintained hia aide with 
wit and spirit. If wo allowed hia " Prom/ a Jove 
■ft road a fidtuhu: " to pass, hut added, that with light- 
ning tho (pieation waa not ho much wlionco it einne 
aa whilhor it wont, ho would bring up Urn old proverb, 
“Willi great lorda it ia tint good lu cat chorriea.” 
Wlmn to thia wo roplied, that it waa alii l worao to 
eat with dainty people out of one Imaket, ho would 
not deny tho truth of this; only ho waa sure to hove 
another proverb ready at hand which waa to put ns 
to roiifuninn. Kor flinoo proverbs and rhyming nj»-> 
ophlhegmn proceed from Clio people, who, while they 
are foreod to obey, like at leuat to apeak their von* 



|.y tltv.l.j un-i -it* * in- j •••■ *»> »•* m*' wu< 

, **nlni‘V i'» itlttc* '* v»Si*-Uti '1 *4 n ;**ni h< «! 
,i. i t 'Y t ih* r »* i'i “ii i i a- •• 1 1* K *>f ji I . 

M'llolli at* t IV** tlli' ■ f*'l tt • * * • » 1’” U|*\Vi|l«l'* 

jllllim > f h<>Vt «»•»« l-< ,* an l«* Iimi li>*nr iiIhiIi* i|ii 

Wiir«K fun- > Mi;; **m * U« > ■■■►Hi- • |m*5 i* J.:« • *r> we t 

U|t din » mu* ft t !»»* ai *•( 'nivjiif-ji 

CiiiliiU’i I will It* i» H* »t n l«*w. 

J, tin^j <a* i mtfl n j’ in ) < SI, 

1* 

*1 fll'l*’ ill ilia t-V ••! ■> i.-, m>i ll > in vat'll 

\ 

hint'll r»<t I ii|i|, l’f*t <i'iM iitii.* 

Tit inn nh.'ill ('nun* t » > *• f I- 

u 

Hill’ll! iifi ii f unlit i>. i< .-it.', 

I'ttf \*ill 1 1 1 > I *a I f it.' if t.'i *»...l!*l J|tr 


\ 

Tlvin tlirnl<l« rtf. f|u* »••>»»! %••'* * V*- It, 

E lull, ttlt*-|i' \|||» If* It, tun I*. nil li«. 4 o Itlltll. 

II 

Til** final att.iild lli»- j . ••j-!*- I. a I*. 

Muni pt'Vrtlfh rt j4tu.' ilial d*-» a n>«*. if* h. 


A 

Tlitm** taliu ft d), i\ loh t.H|r<* rlit***'** 1 , 

Oin' liiiH ul lll>> m»* snii’ l*i !••■>*' , 

Anti. f»Mit • •• It.tf will, ll.*<v m »N I** mint 
01(1 N’li'l. Ill* efln’i at ill twrUlr. 


I'Jiili'/Uf lo till* •• |*Uppi It'.pjolo " (pupfx't ••tlmWfi), hUyy t n.l 
HUlli’ plou .ml lolloi hn|n. 

lint, all till* '" i mild nut liiuvo my fnt I mt 

fi mih hit npimum. Hi* wio. in tin* Indut nf >asinp hm 
luM.-t liin^niit infill tim l h«r (In* rlir.t* nf tin* « li^t tit 'tiiiji. 
Tina ommi-lud nf a ini nut •' ih i upturn nf Vi'ltaiirVi 
lulvoniuio with Kiuduink tin* Surnml. llu tnM tin 
li»*w lint unhimiidod favnitr, familial ity, mutual nhlipu- 
tii'll'i, Wl'lO ill mn •• t I’Vnki d mat fnl^nltoli; ln*\v 111' 
hint I i vmt In win* tin* i nmnly « *ll I til tin* uiloal of (hill 
I'Xtiaiiiiliiiaiy purl aint wulor hy tin* Kiahkfnit < ivio 
HUunl, mi llm oumplutnl nf tin* In ah at I*i t-y i uj?. ami 
tin’ wan ant nf tin* Hmj'.nnuntoi luhuid, mat hm inn- 
(iiii'iiii'iit fm* maun tinn’ in tin* taunt nf (in* lin:»>, na 
tin* /.til 'I'n itii'i wo miphl lm\r nmwotoil in many 
way n, aiimuj; ntiioin, (Inti Vnttalto SSuii UnffiiT ft mu 
hlitino lam nlf, hut finm liiial ru’.|n»l in- alwaya yirlitml 
llu* | mint, tin tin* pu'M-nl iimi'iinn, wln*n tln*M' (hiu^.a 
iitul nlhi'iM liko itn’in writ* utluiti it In, t Inn tl ly know 
liuw tn ilononin inynnlf ; fnr In- wuimd tin* nxplintly, 
maintaining that llm invilatinn wim pm n nnly to 
nilliou nil* jllln a llnji, ill njdoj tn faki* Vi liponm o n|» 
mu fm* my minoliioviaiH tioalmonl «*f fuvmuid 'Wiolumt. 
fully llM l WllH I'nnVlIli oil nf tho rnlihaiy, ^il an I 
huw hat tun plainly dial a piorniii oivod npinmn. ox- 
oitoit liy liypni lmndiiai' fata ton, aliln tod iny wntlhy 

faltior, 1 sum unwilliii}' (<> m l in dun l npj itjnn to 

Ida nmviiiiiin'i. Still 1 naild m»l lind any ou »i?o fm* 
failinjt In koop my pinmi>u withmil uppmuinp unpiatu- 
fat and uuontiitomm. t'nfoituimtulv mu fnond 1‘iauh in 
Vuji Klottonhol^, tu wliion* ad vim Wo linutill V inaniti'd 
iti tuii'Ji oiimom, wan i*i ui li lu'fl In |mr hod. In hoi and 
my umlhor { imd Uvn im nhipuiuhlo ruiupaninim- f 
nullod ilium Wmd and lin’d; fur, wlmn tin* humor 
cunt hor HoiTim i»r mlhor hli^ful plaino nvoj* nnlhly 
IhiagH, svlml wiiM iniifimimi tu na ohildiou nf oaitli at 
unoa uruw plain hofma hor: mid who rotild alnuo-l 



entangled in it. When « (Incision wuh unco made, (he 
rniuliniw ami energy of my mother could bo relied on. 
Wliilo tlm former laid Sight for lun* iiiil, Lho latter luul 
Faith ; ami, um nIio maintained her amenity in nil ciihch, 
hIui wuh never without tlm iimium of imeompliHliiug 
what wan proponed or deoiled. Accordingly aha wan 
now denpulehed to our nick frloml to obtain Imr opin- 
ioii ; uml, when thin tunmil out in my favour, aim 
whh entreated to gain llm conacul of my futhur, who 
yielded, agniimt bin belief mui will. 

It wan in a vary cold amnion of the yoar that [ 
arrived at tlm appointed hour in Muyeuee. My re.* 
imption by tbo young ptineen uml by Llmir nllandnnln 
wuh no h‘HH friendly tlmn tlm invitation. Tim con- 
vomiition in Frankfort wuh readied, uml roam imd at 
llm point whom it hud boon broken o)V. When it 
touched upon tlm recent (lormun literature and ila 
umluritioH, it wuh perfectly nitlurul that my faimum 
piece, " ( iiitlor, Ifoldon, nnd Winlund " (“ ( hale, [furoca, 
and VVioland ” ), altonld come up, at which I remarked 
with Hulmfimliou that Lhu tiling wmi regarded with 
gned hunmur. Being railed on to give tlm real hmtory 
of thin jnt tCruprit, which hud nxrilcd m grail atten- 
tion, 1 could not avoid coiifnHHing, Hint of all, that, iih 
trim follows of tlm Upper Rhino, wo had no bounda, 
either to mir liking or dialikiug. With iih, mvnroimo 
for Slmkoftpnuo wan carried to adoration. Hut Wiu- 
iimd, with lun decided peculiarity of deulroyiug tlm 
intercut, both of hiiiiKelf and of bin readora, had, in 
Urn notoH to liia tmnNliilion, found much fault with tlm 
{'teat author, uml that in Hindi u way iih to vox uh 
exceedingly, and to lUinitUHli, in mu* eyea, the value 
of the work. We Haw that Wieland, whom we Imd 
ho highly rovored an a pent, and who, an a trnnalnlnr, 
Imd rendered mudi great Hervlco, wuh, uh u critic, ca- 


ilti i i-luu | h’Hi * 1 t<u r lm lilily yi mme. li i t ns i ’ U K 
llmt til* 1 (ih'K < and ati' eminent , lit 

IlK'lai, I >ut i"i |>h\ *i< al, « |iliill( Ift , lm 1 

ie.i-.nu ( If v ullmd ufli •(•I'Udid taihji i I t !«• u 
Nmv hi In ‘ " Al» •* l**.'* Iiml pie ■i’iit« , i| I 

mill a I l**i tlia Hi"d»in hr'lnmi. Aj'unt'- 

wi> |m<t n»ltimM t*» ; ay. h i evei y him' i*i ill lihe: 

mimM ^nirtu* ll.tdllNnU' tn lm M\MI "lid 1 ! mid \s 

liiinLiiiK- Hut in tin 1 t' lt‘*if "ii tin i n|*"ia, \s hi 

iiiM-iti'il in tli«' Mi tf.it r. In* iij'j'«- 1 1 «•* I t«» u*i ti 
In exult tlii'i iu«h|m "I l leal mu I In’in ; tit idimt, In 
tun liiUi lt nf tin 1 pu trull, and l" ' "11111111 nil IIHJ'I 
itiili 1 i-iii np.iiiird ill' 1 ^"U'l it 1 1 •* i**iil i ami llit'ii' I 
Hlyl' 1 , 1 • v lii’ 1 iil >i *i|iil« i nit \s illin^iii"<>t i" j«'ii'f;iii' 
Hi i "lilt, healthy naliiii' wliuli r« tlm krai nf llmi 
ilii' liumi. j l«i|'l lli' iu ns »» hud iiaiilly «li'"‘ii" "‘il 
j*i ii'Viiin’i* i wil it 1,1 'lii' 1 vehement" m mu* hill" m 
nvIumi my mdiimiy iup,e fm ihamateum; eveii 
rume it jii'H Hi" mi" Sunday iifleinnmi ; uml mu ii 
hilling, nvn* H i'utli" nf pnnd I 111 ) ftHlidy, I \VI»! 
tlm wind" I'ii'i f, ju it u i it :iluud U Wiia im ; 

I "ltd tn ll|n*t" nf lliy rolleujJUe i i"» Wei" pi ’ll) 

leenivetl i»y llu'tu with eNeliimulimri nf delipht 
I Mi'iit thn nmnu*f"i n*t In al SU.rdiiti >j, ns I 

pemed entuplilied with it, mid iiiaiiiliiiurd that- il 
ilti pi lilted wil limit delay. After ""Hi" emie'pmi 
l at litMt enii'ti'iiled ; mul It" }*iil il hit 't i ly t" j«i 
S till'd 111 in*. Snjuu lillin ufteiWuld, 1 learned til" 
Wll-H nun nf ill" lilttl ulejiri whi' ll i,"1l/ Innk in hi'* 
tn injure ID", uml In ht lit}.* Hi" till*' di ^iai " \si 
public; lull ul llmt lium 1 neither knew mu* »>ui 
imythin^ nf llm kind. 

in lliiu way I hud, with peifeel eandniir, K' Vl 
liuw pltliniiH ail iieeminl uf the iuuneeitl mipju 
piece, hm wall im I knew il mynelf, in mder in "«» 


them that it contained no personality, nor any ulterior 
mol i vo. J also took earn to lot thorn ttmlor.stuiul with 
wlmt tfuiely und recklessness wo wovo accustomed 
to banter amt ridicule cadi other uimm^ oursolvos. 
With thin, l saw tlml they were cjitilo content. Tlmy 
almost admired llm j»mil four wo had loot any ono of 
ourselves alum Id tfo to sleep upon his luurok 'J'luiy 
compared such a society to liman buccaneers who, in 
ovory moment of repose, aro afraid of becoming ef- 
feminate, and whoso leaders, when thorn are no enemies 
in sight, and thoro ia no oim to plunder, will lot off a 
pistol under (lin mess-table, in ontor that ovon in peace 
there may ho no want of Wnumlo and horrors. After 
considerable discussion /»/vi and ran upon thin subject, 
1 was at last induced to write WinJaad a friendly 
lotlor. I wholly availed myself of tho opportunity; 
as, in tho Mnhur, ho Imd spoken moat liberally of 
thin piece of youthful hilly, and, aa in literary femla 
was almost always Ida custom, had ended tho affair 
iti tho most skilful mimimr. 

Tim low days of my stay at Mayoneo passed off 
very pleasantly ; for, wlmn my now patrons wore 
abroad on visits ami liampiels, ] romained will) Ilnur 
attendants, drew tho portraits of several, or wont 
skating, for which the. frozen ditches of the fortifica- 
tion afforded excellent opportunity. 1 mlnmcd homo 
full of the kindness 1 had met with, and, as I entered 
tho house, was on the point of nmptj’iug my heart hy 
a minute account of it; hut 1 saw only troubled faces, 
and tho conviction was soon forced upon mo that our 
friend Kriiuleiu v«m Klotlenhcrg was no more. At 
this I was greatly ciuieonieil ; heemiao, in my presont 
silimtiou, I needed her more than over. They told 
mo, for my eonsoluliou, that a pious death hiul crowned 
lwr happy life, and that the elmoi-ful hush of her faith 
had remained undisturbed to the end. Ihil them was 
also another obstacle in the way of a free, communication 



rejoicing at the fortunate issue of this little advouturo, 
persisted iu his opinion, and maintained, on the other 
hand, that it was nothing bul dissimulation, aud that 
perhaps there was a danger of their carrying out in 
the end aoraetliing still worse against mo. 1 was thus 
driven to my younger friends with my narrative, and 
to them T could not tell it circumstantially enough. 
But their attachment aud good will led to a result 
which to mo was most unpleasant. Shortly afterward 
appeared a pamphlet, called “ Prometlious and His 
Reviewers,” also in a dramatic form. In this the 
comical notion was carried out, of putting little wood- 
cut figures before the dialogue, insteud of proper names, 
and representing, by all sorts of satirical images, those 
critics who had oxpressed an opinion upon my works, 
or on works akin to them. In one place the Altona 
courier, without his head, was blowing his horn ; hero 
a bear was growliug, and there a goose was cackling. 
The McrkiLr y too, was not forgotten : and many wild 
and tame animals wero represouted in tko atelier of 
the sculptor endeavouring to put him out; while ho, 
without taking particular notice of them, kept zealously 
at his work, and did not refrain from expressing his 
opinion about the matter in general. The appearance 
of this jcu (Vcnprit surprised mo much, and was ns 
unexpected as it was disagreeable. Tts stylo aud tono 
evidently showed that it was by one of our society ; 
and, indeed, I feared it might bo attributed to mo. 
But what was most auuoying, was the circumstance 
that " Prometheus ’’ brought out some allusions to my 
stay at Mayence, aud to what was said there, which 
nobody but myself could bavo known. To mo this 
was a proof that the author was one of those who 
formed my most intimate circle of friends, where ho 
must have heard me relate these evouts in detail. 
Accordingly we all looked at each other, aud each 



suspected lit <> rest ; hid the unknown writer manured 
very well i» keep his own secret. J uttered vehement 
reproaches against him; hurauso it was exceedingly 
vexatious lo me, niter tie gracious a reception and ho 
important u conversation, and alter the confiding letter 
1 had written to Wiuhmd, to nee hero an occasion for 
fresh distrust and disagreement. However, my uie 
certainly on thin point was not of long dumlion. As 
f walked up and down my room reading the book 
aloud, 1 heard ideally, in the fancies and Llm turns of 
expression, the voire, of Wagner — and it was lie. 
When I had rushed down-stairs to impart my dis- 
covery to my mother, site confessed to me Unit she 
already know it. Annoyed at the j!! results of what 
had seemed lo him « good and praise wort! ly plan, the 
author lmd discovered himself to her, and besought 
her intercession with me, not lo full'll in his person 
my threat of holding no further intercourse with the 
writer who lmd so abused my confidence. The fuel 
that I had found him out myself was very much in 
his favour, and the aalisfaclion always attending a 
discovery of one's own inclined mo to ho merciful. 
Tim fault which lmd given occasion for such u proof 
of my sagacity whs forgiven. Nevertheless, it was 
not easy lo convince the public that Wagner was llm 
author, and that I lmd lmd no bund in llm game. No 
one believed that be po.snen.sed such versatility of talent; 
and no one rellreted, that it was very easy for him, 
though possessing no remarkable talents of bis own, to 
notice, seize upon, and bring out in Ids own way, all that 
for some time laid paused, either in jest and earnest, in an 
intellectual society. And thus on this occasion, us on 
many otlmrs afterward, I had to sulfur, not only for 
my own follies, hut also for the indiscretion ami pre- 
cipitancy of my friends. 

As llm reme.nihnmee of them is here suggested by 
many cireu instances, l will speak of some distinguished 


y rank fort, cither lodged at our house or partook of our 
friendly hospitality. Once more Klopsloek stands 
justly at the head. I had already exchanged several 
letters will him, when he announced to me that he 
was invited to go to Carlsruhc and to reside there; 
that he would be in Friedberg by a specified day, and 
wished that I would come there and fetch him. T did 
not fail to he there at the hour. He, however, had been 
accidentally detained upon the road ; and, after I had 
waited in vaiu for some days, I went homo, where he 
did not arrive till after some time, and then excused 
his delay, and rocoived very kindly my readiness to come 
to meet him. His person was small, but vvoU-built; his 
manners, without being stiff, wore serious and precise; 
bis conversation was measured and agreeable. On the 
whole, there was something of tho diplomatist in his 
bearing. Such n man undertakes Clio dillicult task of 
supporting, at the same time, liia own dignity, and that 
of a superior to whom ho is responsible; of advancing 
his own interest, together with the much more im- 
portant interest of a prince, or even of a wholo slate ; 
and of making himself, beyond all things, pleasing to 
other men while in this critical position. In this way 
Klopstock appeared to bear liimself as a man of worth, 
and as the representative of other things, — of religion, 
of morality, and freedom. Ho had also assumed an- 
other peculiarity of men of tho world ; namely, not 
readily to speak on subjects upou which lie was par- 
ticularly expected and desired to discourse. He was 
seldom heard to montion poetic and literary subjects. 
But, ns he found in mo and my friends a set of pas- 
sionate skaters, lie discoursed to us at length on this 
uoble art, on which he had thought much, having con- 
sidered what in it was to be sought and what avoided. 
Still, before we could receive the instruction lie prof- 
fered, we had to submit to be put right as to the word 



itaolf, ill wliirli wo blundered. 1 Wo apoko in jfootl Upper 
.Saxon of Sthl Uhrluthm, which ho would not, allow to 
jkj.h. 4 nl all ; for the wnni, Im /mill, dno.s mil v.umo from 
Sr h mini (h!ihI(** , ) i hm if one wont mi littlo ruuimrH, hut 
from Srlinilni (to Ntridn), boeuUKo, lil<o the Itmimrin 
I'ihIm, tlm akutor utridoa away on theno winded hIjooh 
iivor llio »ca Im/mi into n plain, Next wo came to 
tho inslm incut ipadf, Ilo wnuhl Imvo nothing to do 
with tho hitfh amoved almlra, lmt roeoninicnded tho 
low, broad, nmootli-hollomed I'Y iefdaud aleid akutoH an 
tho most Horviroiihlo for ajiml. Ilo wiih no friend to 
tlm trick* of nit whifli urn ummlly performed in tbia 
oxorciae. ( procured, art *ovt ling to iiia advice, n pair 
of Hftiooth akaloa, with hattf Inca, and uml tliom for 
HoVoral yearn, ihmij'h with aonm diatoml'mi. lloundcr- 
attiod, ttio, tlm Ht’-imirti of hurammuiHhip uml hoiHobreuk- 
inf', and lik<*d to talk about it: than, im if by design, 
Im avoided all con vermt-ion upon Ilia own profcaainn, 
that ho might apeak with greater freedom uhont aria 
ipiito foreign to it, whifli ho purmiod only aa a pualimo. 
I might nay imeli mom of these and ollior peonliuriCioH 
of thin extraordinary mini, if flown who lived longer 
with him laid not ulroady informed im fully about 
thorn. Uno observation, howovor, 1 will not mipprosH, 
whit’ll in, that uion whom nuturo, after endowing thorn 
will) nnrommon ud van luges, him placed in a narrow 
cimlo of at’liun, or at loaaf in ono d ^proportioned to 
Choir powora, generally fall into oceonlricilioH, and, 
an tlioy Imvo no opportunity of making direct uho of 
tlmir gills, nook to employ thorn in an extraordinary 
or whimsical mannor. 

/jimmcnmmn wua alao our guofit for a time. Ifn 
was tall and powerfully built; of a vehement nature, 


‘Tliitrn (ivit twit words iihhI fur "hluihi." (liu* «»f ilium, HrldllL- 
artiuh, uti*iiii»t “ utctltfoiiimn ; " dm oilier, St fir If (nr huh, meiuifl 
“hirMn hIhio." (Invilm uml Ids friends milieu m»o of llio fornior ; 
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h*- 'J'l- n* \ h< <t j-h\ ini iiinl }>-«h «h 

»*f ill* Wi-iM If v..i>»*!»h Id III > \\1 il ill:' • HK’I I 
III > Hi" l * •*l»li*t» nl s il fi<* id i fjiif }i<i It ii 

l*» 111 > llltl tltl> •! lll'A.H.l « It tl v t«‘Y. 111 -. » *HIS 

W.l . \ (it i* « | Illcl Mi fill* Jill’, H li> I, f.<| i 

I »»! ih) J- III ■ h* < It li ltlYi lt* i In ttll lli’tr 
dll Jll i HUM J--linii.il f* I’llli.* i Hint Ul’ III I, Il 

• I » linl»|** i nlMj- StlfMI • * • *1 1* l I"’ if* •>! l|> ( |*n| HI 

wh «l i > * \ dint v m\.i «li iml- il iii«*, h 

liitttll n|(*’ii j‘S< iitti*.| (•< | \ ,uu u) I lint i-i, 

III- >tt tl** l*i nil it ;i< U|h>U ult:tf«-\»T III lu\ >>-lf 
Ut»*. I j'«*l mi milt Inin » tj-iltllv \W nmln.il 
ill*-il itli'l .* **hh I i- 1> |t , hi. | ( ,t • It*’ I'lu'W 

!"'lf lh"l"Hl'Mv i.|« l| Hit 1 1 I * 'll! lull II1> ill I V >\ l 
ft i*lll lilltl ii ;*i>‘ tl * (t tj in <i lt**t( (uni* 

I" Jll* 1 1 '*’ H|i-|t it lilltl \\ |( It lit*’ IlnlullVlU ••* ' 
hi.)**, n. iy. Kit j » 1 1 1 1 * j 4 l i mini >n> (Ii il In* w 
\\ •* l l«*l IllHlI i Ull .lt ,.* ||n* v% • *i .1 " \,itn '* (. j f,!) 
"I(*'ii. In ti "tin l .'.’it"**, if i iitti.-i mill t( | 
i'f I'mjilinfM ; ninl ss»* jiinjn*i)y »l>- -n*n.i(n l»y 
tin* ii i it 1 1 ulm •‘itiiiii.t i-mn-iMil In > j.*v .if hi » i 
lil't t'"iil»'it( inriil willi a tni||<>\v 1 * 11:1111 ••in. \V> 

1111*1111111111 t( nvn ( |\ (In* <••<-. In* li*> 

tli' injl-i, uini n<i iiiwniil i .tlr.fn* limi 'l‘l»n mi 
I' illllH'l I'MJiiy Jii-I H\vn li.ilm.ll ^il’l i ill '.llnjn n, i 
hi’i n* win. I in (In* i*si*i.-i- .* « »f i In-iii, f»tt{ mu I \ 
|n»]«. fm (Itnir i .*t'.>*?ni( i..ti uint ii|>|<ii-t ihImhi l»( 
will KciifittUy l *»“l him >'lf hul Initlly nil, hr.a 
liUl (Md Wi*| l kltiiWIi M fn* t, lilltl (Ill'll nit* VIMV 

«'f llli'ir ll|>)*)itll*<n ; ()ml limy 1 ul |i««r jnvn lu 
jillny with jitiiiMH, mill, wlmii* il ran in uny ih 
(Inti**, to turn it into hlitum, Wlnmvi'r niim< 
Urn jmlilir \v ilium l lining | »i «»j «.trt*tl fm lhi-», w 
with llnlilill^ hill WXtil juit ; nilim, I'S nn if hi* i 
(ivt*n*iliumlu II in own jiintlurlii.n, it Mill Inn 


jiii mdimilad vahm ; %vl*i)i» L)m ivrrjiliim it diiihIh with 
in tin* world in, in ovary nmo, qualified. lloaidoH, a 
curtain miHaaplihilily in iiaaammry fur praimi and up- 
Ji1uum<!,hh for aVary other plemmra. I, el ihia lm applied 
to Zinmmnnmin, and it will lm urUnnwlnl^i'il in hit* 
raw, ton, tlml no olio mu uhlaiii what ho doan not 
Iiring with him. 

if thin upnlnpy aatniol lm allowed, hi ill h'KH wlmll wo 
lm aide In jimtify another fault of thin lomurkahlu man, 
hmiuw it dialnrlmd and oven drain iyad Um ImppiimHa 
of oilmen. I maun lii« conduct Inward hia children. 
IHh daughter, wlm travelled with him, Hluyad with uh 
whiln lm visited tin' nri^lil it »\i li i»K wanea. Sim mi^hl 
lm uhimt Hixlmi yearn old, alander mid well formed, 
hut without ale^anm; Imr uvular feuturea would lmvn 
lumii Htfroauhle, if there had appeared in them a. tram 
of ui i i unit ii'n , hut aim wm» ulwuya km i(uii*t um k statue ; 
ulm spoke hoMuiii, mid in llm praarnro of Imr father 
never. Hut aim lmd scarcely spent n low days alone 
with m) # niotlmr, receiving Um cliroiTnl and nllcrtionutu 
attentions of thin ttym put hitting woman, wlmn she 
throw herself ul i»or fool with uu opened heart, nml, 
with u thoumind tears, hepped In lm allowed to remain 
with her. With tho nu»iL passionate liDij'iinj'n ulin 
declared that who Would remain in tho house uu u snr- 
viint, uu u hIuvo nil Imr life, nitlmr than ^o hack with 
Imr futlmr, of whoso severity mid tyranny no ono could 
form uu idea. I lm* brother lmd fjuim mail undor hiu 
Iroiilmonl: /dm laid hitherto Imiim it, though with ili f- 
futility, hecuoso aim hud believed (.hat it waa tho sumo, 
or not numh better, in ovary family ; hut now timt aim 
laid expurieimed mmli a loving, mild, and eunHidoralo 
treatment, Imr situation at Imnm lmd become to Imr 
a perfect hall. My niotlmr waa finally nmvnd aa aim 
ruialod to rim this passionate oiriiaion ; and, indimd, 
hIiu want, so far in Imr aympulhy, mi to jpvo nm pretty 
c.loarly to understand, Unit aim would ho aoniant to 
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Iii** 1 >i ( loan-, lif li'iini- l him - ll itinl i il 1 m* i i, 1'tvH 

i*t tii 1 1 k< » t 1 1 \ I il!.i <t "f t'wi (h it * -i i nly l*'Miit*l liH 

tliiMuii Mti> lit*jlmi!f l< - > da.tu It y |".*lf>il«h m, a ] >:(i { itil 
Hif iiitiy, n ri <iit it iii> tii’i in. -i ll iiim. f* i, n )i ifli, idlt'i niitli- 
lluf In* *hiMi<ti it * i !• I tin m a i at t.i 1 tliifi t«<l n^.on.t 

lit i it *’lf \V>' iitii .l ul >*t i..in* niU’i. t lm( , I limit'll ujiji.u- 
fill ly in r.tit'h ifit.'.l lir.iUli, li*> Hit * * i jfifttl MiHfifi.fVfii 

111 lll>( In' I \f.U-i , that HU Ill* lll.iltlt* ill'*’. if ( 1 1 ill I ill'll 

tin* jtLiHnl ^»liy*i‘ tiin m U>» lind i.-Ut’%f*l, ninl *.ul| j*iivn 
fiit«‘ In, i>n in my nf tin* ii (Hi* ( *■• t Vi-', dn<. ilii-tiu* 
j'iii*’lif*l num, nidi nil In. ■•iilii,it*l ifi.tiliilimi, f>i im*, 
1m in <u r, iiiiil*. mnl Mr.ddi. 1**1 tin* '.uldf .t hff, utul 
wlmi’Vfl" will (ilia* dll’ j. lUi'i In It alll lm*|f ilhmil it 
finiii f\if.tiii|* |tuMi» u( u-ii i. will nut 1 'itfti it* inn Inti pity 
him. 

Should 1 1 m’ i'\|H»ttf*l i‘* ffivf it iiiMif }.|fi i>.i< tuvuiiul 
of tin' i*l lt*i- 1 dm. «li'< liiiifui. Iifil man hml ti \*« *ii iiu*, l 
imiM miff nun i* iff.ilj df ^mu-ial fi<ultiifi of dml 
]iki inti. Tim fjtni'li in nliji li Wi> i\»*|f liviiu; mifdit Im 
i*nUf»l uu wjMifii t»f Injth ifijnvii mift, for fifty mm 

ilt*i i milt It-i l of iiiniMflf mill of ndu'M uliiit im uu ii ( ul I uu l 
liit 1 mm ( 1 1 ui. t»ii).|i-*)ii.|. (In ihii!.*n f.j'iiil i wlio rniilil 

tVn.1i mid ffi‘1, u li^lit hud nti»t*i», viliii li fimlilcil tlifiit 
to hw llittt m \ inuimduitf, mnlfiitliimUny, of 

Hulun*, mill u i ouiho of m tion tiii*n*d ti pt m ii, wnu Imlh 



tho heal tiling it limit could desire, ami also not dillirull 
to attain. Kx per inure tliUH nine nmio hcruuin tin* 
univomil watchword, and every our opened Ilia eyra 
uh witln an hit could. Physiciana, especially, hud a 
most pleasing tall l" labour In lliia <*iu l, and 1 1 in heal 
opportunity hu* (hiding it. Timm nlmim upon them, 
out of antiquity, n alar which emild nerve an an oxnm- 
plo of all that was (u ho drain'd. The writings which 
)uul comedown to tin nialov (ho iinioo of liippncrutcti, 
furiiinlmtl a ntoilol of (lot way in wltirh a limn altoiiM 
hotli ohsorvo tho world noil rolato what la 4 hail noon, 
without mixing up himself wilh if. lint no nun con- 
aidered that wo cannot sen like lint ( henlm, him I (hut 
Wo ahull itnvtT hoctmio huoIi peels, arulptniH, mol phy- 
Hiriuiia aa l-hny weir. Kvrn granted that wo could 
learn from (Inun, still tho resulta of experience already 
gone through worn aluimt Iwyond uunther, mill, heimles, 
wni'ii not alwaya of (ho clearest kiiol; moreover hail 
Loo often hotm luiulo to accord with proroncoivotl opiu- 
ionH. All these worn (o ho iiimitoml, discriminated, 
ami sifted. Thin, also, wav an i miner mo demand, 
'i’hon, again, it wiim required that each observer, in htu 
personal sphere ami lahnara, should acquaint himself 
with tho trim, healthy nature, aa if aim were now for 
tho liral limit nofieeil ami altoioleil, ami thmi only what 
was gentium ami real waa (,o ho loarmul. Hit C aa, hi 
general, learning run never exist without the nrrnjii- 
pnniment of a universal nmwltorhig ami a uiiiveraul 
pedantry, nor tho practice of any piofeHMimi without 
empiricism ami cliarhdiiiuy ; ho them sprung nji a 
violent eonllie.L, tho purpose of whioh waa in guard 
iiae from ahiiao, and plaeo tho kernel high uhovo the 
filml l in nieii'a eatiiniitimn In (ho execution of thin 
design, if waa perceived Unit the slimiest way of get- 
ting out of tho iiil'uir, waa to rail in tho aid of geiiiua, 
whoao magio gifts could aeltle tho atl ife, and aeeoiiipliHh 
what wim reipiired. Meanwhile, however, tho under- 
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drove m<* again hack l» nulnio. In hia vehement 
passion f»>r improvement i could not fully participate : « 

on llm nmu.ii vi after wo Mummied, { instantly drow 
hark iulo my own proper eulliug, mid endeavoured lu 
employ Urn gift?* nut urn Imd hoHlowed upon mu, with 
moderate t'vmtiou, and hy gond-nulurod opposition to 
wlmt 1 disapproved id, to gain n standing for mymdf, 
in pot fort indiil nonoo how Fur my influence might 
n >iii *li or whither it might loud mo. 

Von Hu IK who wan m'ltiug up tim huge board ing- 
nchool ut Mnn.ehliiiH, visited uh also ill that limo. Ho 
wan uh earnest imd intelligent man, and must ltavo 
ipiietly made many hnumuroUH observations on llm 
iiieguhir though genial mode of life in our little Hooi- 
oty. 'I’lm will' 1 mm probably the ni.*m with Hwlzer, 
wlm niiim in eonlie t with uh on bin journey to llm 
Mouth of ('‘niuee : ut IruM, a passage in his Gravida, 
where lm Mpeii 1m of me, neouiH to favour thin opinion. 

These visits, which were uh ugreoahle an limy wero 
jirolllahle, weie, however, divermlied by ntlioiH, which 
we would rather have lieen spared. Needy and Hlmmu- 
Ir.M.M udvenJ uii’i.i Dm’iI llnmiMolvea on llm confiding 
youth, mippmling their urgent demumlH hy real uh well 
uh lietitiono relationships and miMl’niLunen. They l/or- 
VI i wed my money, and made it nenumry for me to 
hnrrow in turn; ho llmt I in eniiHei|uene.n fell into the 
most unpleasant position with opulent mid hinddmarted 
friends. If l wished that all tlrnne unfortunate follcH 
wero food for llm crown, my Father found hiniHolf in 
the Hituation of the /nuifiriitn'a ttppnuUin'} who was 
witling enough to Men hi« house wanhed clean, hut in 
frightened when l he flood rtmlwH in, without eeamug, 
over threshold and Maim. I5y an exceHHivo kindm'.HH, 
the tjuiel mid moderate plan of life which my father 
Imd designed lm mo wan Mop hy hit if i iulerrupled 
imd put oil', and fjom day to day rliunged eontrary to 

i *i»i tui.iiii •• Dm* V. in il n* i‘lnl 1 cl l M ur. 1 ’ 


all expertaliuii. All t'li’.i »*f u Imu? vi .it tn |{u(i«hmi 
alii I Vienna wte* ie< pnod hi piven up , Iml Mill I was 
tn ps-s (Inmiph tlin e eitirs mi my way In Italy, :»• un at 
ll’.lM In jLjam II penei.ll Nnlinll nf llielil. t Ml till' other 
hand, amne nf my fnriid-'. \vl»« » did m*t approve nf 
taking mi lnnp a email in order l « * pel iiilu mlive 1 i la, 
irniminmiili’il l Iml I .-dtmild lake ndunilupe «>f a moment 
whieh seemed in I’M'iy way Invninnhle, ami think mi 
u permanent I'stuhli'.linn nl m m\ native « ity. Allhmiph 
l was rvhided from the ('mined, (iml ihimtph my 
piamlfuther, and then thrmiph my mule, there wneyel 
limiiy eivil nlliee.'i In whieh 1 emihl lay ehiini, where I 
rmilil remain fi*r a time am) await the fulme. There 
were upeiwivs nf aeVeiat Kinds whieh nltewd employ- 
ment eiiniij.*Ji, and the pkuv iif a rfnu yr tt'>i(/'uir> •> was 
hipldy i eMjM'ri aide. I |rl them tell me alnaii it, think- 
iiiK that. I wiet lit fur the like without Imvinp previously 
naked myself whether a nimle nf life and hnaine'ii 
whie)i reijaire-i, that, amid dissipation. we idnaild moat 
nf all net, fnr a eeitain end, wniild unit- me. Tn therm 
pliiliN mid desipim then* was now added a tender uciili- 
meld, whieh seemed In thaw nte InWaiil a duiiieMie 
life, ami In aeeeletate my iletermimitinu. 

The Hneiety nf yminp men and wnmen ahead)’ 
mentimieil, whieh win kept loprther hy, if it did imt 
nwe ila origin In, my ninler, Mill survived after her 
liiiirriupn and depul line, heemtM 1 the laeinhera had 
I'lnwn aeeimtunied tn each nlher, and e«aih\ lint upend 
one evening in the week heller than in this fiiendly 
rirele. Tim ereetiliie malnr u|ho, wlin.se iieipiniiilunee 
wn made in thu nixlh hunk, had, after umnv adventures, 
returned tn uh, inure elever and more perverse than 
liver, and onrn apuin played the lepialatur nf thu little 
Htate. Ah a Heipiel In our funner diveiMimiH, lie had 
dovlw'd Hiimelhinp of the winie kind: lie emu ted that 
every week Iu(.h hIumiM he drawn, imt us before In 
dwide wlmt naira tdumld he luvova, Imt nmrvied n»mde«. 


How hivora f'lotoM conduct Ihaimiolves toward each 
fitluM*, lio Niiid, Wf know well enough: hut of llm proper 
deportment nf loud ini ids and wives in hi minty we ware 
totally ignorant ; and lhia, with our ino/enaing yearn, 
v/u ought lu learn before all things, Jlo laid down 
I'lMii'inl rubs, which, of f.nuiHo, wnt forth Umt \v« must 
act as il wi' did not belong to each otluT ; Umt wo 
must not ,*tit or HjtouU ollun together, much leas indulge 
in anything like nircHHes. And at tho hum to limn wo 
wore not only Lo uvoid everything which would ncua- 
niou mutual MU!«|iioioh mid dincord, hut, on tho contrary, 
ho won Lo win tho greatest praisca, who, with Ida free 
Mild open uniiiiioiH, should yet most oiidotir to luuiHolf 
)»|h wife. 

Tim lotn wo 10 nt once drawn; Hulun odd mulo.hoB 
that limy decided worn laughod at and joked about; 
ami (im universal immiugn comedy wan hogun in good 
Jmmoiir mid renewed ovary w<*ok. 

Now, il loll out Nlrungoly enough, that, from tlio 
lir»t, llm mii iiii*. lady foil twice to urn. She wan a vary 
good creature, jimi nuoli a woman an oim would like lo 
tiiink of an a wile. I for figure waa hoautiful and well- 
proportioned, law fiioo pinning, whila in her muunur« 
them prevailed n repose which loKtiliad to tho lioulth 
of her mind and body, Kvary day and hour aim was 
perfectly the Hama, Her domestic iiahiHlry wna in 
high repute. '{'hough nlm wan not talkative., a juat 
understanding and natural Inlenls ronld ha recogniHcd 
in her language. To me. at Urn udvaneoa of miali a per- 
non with fviaudlinoHH mid eateam whh natural: on a 
geiieial principle { whh already aeaiiHtomed to do it, 
and imw l acted From a nort of traditional kind now us 
a .social duty. I hit, when Llm lot brought uh logathov 
for dm third limn, our joe.imo luw-givcr declared in llm 
most aolainu manner that lloitvon lmd Hpuken, and wo 
could not again ho separated. Wo Huhmittod to Ilia 
sentence; and both of uh ad a plod ourselves s«> wall to 


M*| Vril U“> il lllfthl. Slll»'* llll (In’ I’. Ill - V.hti writ’ 
Illly unit mi f»U* (ho uvi-nilio mio ol»liO'<l, 1 1 y tin* g 
nil-* >. to mUn > r.nli utln«r I'M tin* f»\v Imur.i m 
^tinail, wo hu»l, u(l*T w !.vnn of woolt'i, grown 
I’U'it "Uinl (|| t ll I t* » "l»lit|olll till JM''H"tlll. that, oVl’Ii 
illlm Vilh', ttllOlloVOV wo ll' I lih’lll.llly null' 1 ( "got }| 

Iht win i hi Kill'll)* I "Mio imiI. 1 lliil'il i i ii Minugu 

hy 'l»'i{ro*"i ht'lh of ii'i f"illnt (lull ii> «t )i lit;* Win 
iml nviil limn thin irlal ion. I Ukuil Iwv homo un*l 
wliilo ll'M* inuiiuor «*f t loafing MIO ;»,»vo rvi»|oim 
liiMiiliful * at in f"iili»lon'*o ; ••■* that • »u many mi 
nimu if u jaio 't lm»l Ifoii fill* tout, wo might tm v 
unitoil mi (In* m|h> 1 without minti ho utat mu. 

Ah al ouoli nf mir finrml gatlnu m;; * .'"motion 
w.ih roi|Uitot) In If roiul itl* mi I, l hioiight with n 
owning u imvi'ltv, ” Tim Moiti"ir of 

muvolmi’i agnin*<t t Tivigo," in tli" ougmal. It 
ii)'|tluiiHc. Tin* tliMii};lit’t (n wlimli it ;*ji v» 
ni« tn woro fiooly p\jao mM ; uiul, iift«*i muolt )m 
m| ink <* 1 1 nil lmtli njtlt'H, in)' 1 ‘aitiioj’ Kinl, *• If I wi 
lingo Imly, iiml iit'L thy wifo, I wmiM out io.it t 
ohungo Hum nu*mi>ii into a glay . it »ooma to n 

fnrtly hii iti'il fm* it.” "Tina t It* lit muy/l , my 

l ri'| iVutl , '* that lingo Italy mu V wifo iau In* 
in mm jMUHon, i (ironiiHn, that, at tin* owl of n 
Uu* Hithjnct inattni* of lliiit work, in tin* f«nm of i 
fur llm llwulro, ahull ho toiwl ahanl, u« luu» jin 
(hum with tln'Mo jmgpV Tlioy wontlnint ill mi 
firomiao, hut, 1 iliil uni ilniity fo not alnnil ihtmihj 
il. Whnl, in mioji i iihi'h, in niHoil ihwutnui, wi 
inn imtliintiuinuuH. Am ( won oHi'niling holin' n 
lury wife, l wum nilnut. Him uaknil nm wlml v 

i Mt>liitM'r« of lint itnam finally niMu-ni onoli t.iln-r 1 
KOt’imtl |n*rwit nIii^iiIio* " 1111,” liuiln.nl "f tlm nunu f"in 
IHastmi jttunil, "HU*.” in Urn wvtmt way llm UvomU 
"’I’ll” liiHitwl nf " Vimw.” Tit .tint. 


“ ami have got already into the middle of it. I wished 
to show thee that I would gladly do anything to please 
thee.” She pressed my hand ; and, as I iu return 
snatched a kiss, sho said, “Thou must forget thy char- 
acter I To bo loving, people think, is not proper for 
married folks.” “ Lot them think,” I rejoined : " we 
will have it our own way.” 

Jloforo I got homo, — and, indeed, I took a very 
circuitous route, — the piece was pretty far advanced. 
Lest this should seem boastful, I will confess, that pre- 
viously, on the first and second reading, the subject had 
appeared to mo dramatic and oven theatrical; but, 
without such a stimulus, this piece, like so many 
others, would have remained among the number of the 
moroly possible creations. My mode of treating it is 
well enough loiowu. Weary of villains, who, from 
rovougo, halo, or mean purposes, attack a noble nature 
and ruin it, I wished, in Carlos, to show the working 
of clear good sense, associated with true friendship, 
agftinsl passion, inclination, and outward necessity, iu 
ardor for once to composo a tragedy in this way. 
Availing myBolf of tho example of our patriarch 
Shakespeare, 1 did not hesitate for a moment to trans- 
late, word for word, the chief scene, and all that was 
properly dramatic in the original. Finally, for the 
conclusion, I borrowed tho end of an Euglish ballad; 
and so I was ready before the Friday came. The good 
effect which I attained iu the reading will easily bo 
boliovod. My liege spouse took not a little pleasure in 
it; and it scorned as if, by this production, as an intel- 
lectual offspring, our union was drawn closer and 
dearer. 

Mophistopholes Merck here did me, for the first 
time, a great injury. When I communicated the piece 
to him, lio answered, “ You must write hereafter no 
moro such trifles ; others can do such tilings.” In this 


seend tho notions which men have already formed : it is 
good that much should bo in accordance with tho 
common way of thinking. Had I at that time written 
a dozen such pieces, which with a little stimulus would 
have been easy enough, three or four of them would 
perhaps have retained a place on tho stage. Every 
theatrical manager who knows the value of a reper- 
toire, can say whuL an advantage that would have been. 

By these and other iutellcctiml diversions, our 
whimsical game of marriage became a family story, if 
not the talk of the town, which did not sound dis- 
agreeably in the ears of tho mothers of our fair ones. 
My mother, also, was not at all opposed to such an 
event : she had before looked with favour on the lady 
with whom I had fallen into so strange a relation, and 
did not doubt that she would make as good a daughter- 
iu-law ns a wife. The aimless bustle in which I had 
for some time lived was not to her mind ; and, in fact, 
she had to bear the worst of it. It was her part to 
provide abundant entertainment for the stream of 
guests, without any compensation for furnishing 
quarters to this literary army, other than tiro honour 
they did her son by feasting upon him. Besides, it 
was clear to her that so many young persons — all of 
them without property — united, not only for scientific 
and poetic purposes, but also for that of passing tho 
time in the gayest manner, would soon become a 
burden and injury to themselves, and most certainly 
to me, whose thoughtless generosity, and passion for 
becoming security for others, she too well know. 

Accordingly she looked on the long-planned Italian 
journey, which my father once more brought forward, 
as the best means of cutting short all these connections 
at once. But, iu order that no new danger might 
spring up in the wide world, she intended first of nil to 
bind fast the union which had already been suggested. 



ho uh to uuiKo it lot m u mto my naliva country moro 
ilonimlilo, ami my liuul dnlormiimlioti moro daaidad. 
Whollmr I only «((»■ 'ilmlo t iiiw admino to Imr, or 
whether alio hml ii' lmilly formed it with hot- departed 
friend, l am ii"{ unite .‘mm: enmij.'h, that her uelioim 
Honmcil to I im ham’ll mi a well-digested plan. I hml 
very of (mi l<» hour fu'in her u regret, that, since (,‘ot- 
uoliu’H iiiuiinii!'', mu* lumily circle was altogether too 
Hiimll i it ivaa lolt (hut I hml lout a ainler, my mother 
an aHHmliiut, ami my fiilluT a pupil: imr wuh thin all 
that wum a.iid. It lift j •[•<* iii , i l, an if hy u< oidonl, that ifiy 
paionla mol tlm holy mi a walk, invited her into Um 
guidon, ami imi voi. ••«*«! with lmr for a long (inn*. There- 
ujnm llano wai nuiao pleasantry at aupper; ami tlm 
remark wu< made, uidi a cmlnm aalialartiou, (hat aha 
hml pleased my father, mm aim possessed all tlm chief 
(jauliliivi wl.ioh ho, Iwiug a judge, required of a woman. 

(hio thin;; all or aimlhor was now arranged in our 
Hi it story ji i if gueil'i worn o x peeled ; tho limm was 
reviewed, ami some hitherto neglected fumilnro wuh 
thought of. Oim day I aurpliani my mollmr in a 
gurict examining tho old rradloii, among which an 
immense mm of walnut, inlaid with ivory and ohoiiy, 
in whioli I hml formerly hron rooked, wan especially 
prominent. Sim did not wvin altogether ploiiHiul wlmn 
I Maid to Ion, llml inioli awiugdioxes worn quite out of 
fmihinii, and that now people put huhicH, with free 
limliH, into a noul. till h* banket, and carried thorn ahout 
for allow, hy a at rap nvor tlm ahouldor, liko otlmr hiiuiII 
wuroM. 

la ahoit, aaoh prognostica of a roimwal of dnmoHlic, 
activity hroamo frequent ; and, uh I wuh in ovary way 
mihmeisivo, tho thought of a alula which would laat 
through lifn spread a pome ovor our Iiouho and iln 
inhaliilaiilM auoli u*< had Hot luion oujoyod for a long 
lima. 
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Wit v i \ h-hJi|«» I KtuUioulv '.IV of WU<"», 

tli* 1 y ih* \ in i) %% it I* iiliiin>( us 
liutli I od al"» of {■•ttum*, mill, in* Ini I, iif 

rit i'll lii*'t ;i M* i witii it « •!( «'ii rill -Irt utumul dm in i 
miDiioiiM wav. ulntlti't it In’ lit u l.mil i*f fitiitli 

whrllmi |l li«’ ()Ml II I >1 1 1 llil : ill** J-iiHil of III 1 1 tU't | 

lii iii'm-I f nil iimln.ilh i.'1.itr.l I ImifT • 

At uuv » .\l *■. my }>»♦■• «*ut t ltnv.fi 

t'\v»> t It niff i tiii; t«i | , i*n|iti m mi mituiiiil hi 

lit \N («l «i jf.O'M ‘Nil* f»n»||r| i.UIIM III Ini’ 1 1 ill' 
nnjvfl )m{ it- fitly to nuiiti tln» if still ni wlmt i 
wmim nifililutm^ umi ilfsi^iuhj*_ f..j him; (Ih< IiiIImc, 
• i Yi*r, 1 lui'l l«» itlliiiii fur my-Mlf 1'V ifiiMAviiif' fi 
ulmlii-H, 

l Imtl iml tU»»D)^ltV *»f SjiiiDsn f»*v n turn 

now f Wiirt tliivi’H to ititii i>y i«tt uUmh upon Inin 
otii litiimy I fotitul u htlln IiiihK, (In* uiiilior «»f t 
mill'd violfiitiy np;ii hi fit t tin t oiipuml llmtltfi, in 
tfo llio tn«'h* I’llfftimlly to \v«i| 1», Ihii! iiisi-i(f<l 
front ispin'i* it pii-huM of S|>iiio.*ii huii'flf, will 
illHriifitioli, " n fnnhiifunnn tn iiilfit tjt 

ltniVIHj.* »M> hitt f»WM lilt' tilitltljt »if lMp)t»Utli>>H. 
Uimim wum no p(iiii»Kuyin^, iinlfnl, j>o loop; mi ohm i< 
nl l.ln* jiirtiiJM; foe l lnt rni-iiivn.K svms 
ft jiMiftsl nitiriilmit : «** llml I roiiM not 1 im)j« (hi 
of llioHit tidvomai i«'>i will i, wlii'ii tlmy ronffivM it il 
to imy one, IliM. of nil miM|v|iiMitMiii him, mid Oimii 
tint huhihU’I of llonr own ft rat ion. 

Thin Uultt Itook, Uovmw, nmdo no imi*vrn*mn 


■ bo did 1 liinU, limn to boar from nimlbar bon* }h> 
lit to Imvo llnmj'hl. Still, « mioj4iy led mu to tho 
■In "Spinoza” in lluyla.'u I liatiomuy, u work an 
iiildo for i( < laavniup unit iif*u lcui*t>'4 um it iH ridim- 
un<l jtoniiriomi by ilN pn.vupinp ami Nouudul. 
lm uitirlo "Sjiinu/.u" a\ailad in ma diHplemmra mid 
/Mint. In 1 1 in liral plum, ihr plnloauphar in lapra- 
ril uh mi utlmiat , and Iuh o|iiuioim um iimM. uliomi- 
|n \ but, imilO'diutrly ulteiwiild, U in ronfeanad (hut 
vhm ii nilmly lailaalinp man, drvotrd In bin Hludiaa, 
md r.iti/.rii, u Hympalliiaiop liaiphhom, mid a paura- 
individual. Thu writ or wnmad lo tan to laivr 
a forpoltan (tin wmd:i of tlm poripel, " /»'// f/nir 
//.V ///■ .'ill nl! l /l inn tin w " for }|o\V f'ltttlil II Ufa 
oiujjf ill tlm aijdd. of (bn! and him n upriiip from 
apt prim iplra { 

wall fonirinbuird what prarr of mind anil nlaur- 
[ uf idra.'i nttiiu ovr r mo wlioo I limt, tin nod over 
jioKilmmoim worka of that irmarkuMr man. 'rim 
i itself wim i»t ill ipdto dihtim t In my mind, (liotiph 
uld not rmill tlm pailiriiliitu : I llmrafoia apaadily 
rroouran iif'uin to {.|m wmlvH to wltirh I laid owed 
mull, and npajn tlm ajuim nilm idr brant hod over 
I puvo mymdf up to 1.1 1 in rntdinp, and tlionpht, 
In l lookril into myaalf, that 1 had novrr lirforo ho 
fly arrn through tlm world. 

Him thin MiihjiTl thorn alwnyn baa boon, and H|ill 
von in tboHu lati’r timaa, ho mtmli amdiovaiMy, I 
Id not wialt to bn mianiidrlHlood ; and Umieforn 
uk i » luuo a fnw lemmlm upon liman ho mnoli faura.d, 
(tb)torr('(l, vioWH. 

ur phyaiaul uh wall hm ottr Hoaiul lifo, nmnnarn, rum 
h, worldly windom, philosophy, ralipinu, and iiuuiy 
lacidontal ovanl, all rail upon un In tint;/ oitrmhrH, 
dt that i« moHt inwardly jiaauliar to uh wo urn not 


nil’* H ’ M » ’ •• ’ ' ■ | • • - ***•■* -- ” 1 " 

fur llif rmii|>!t-f t>»ii «>l i >ii i » Itiii.f l*'i i i withheld ; while, 
mt the ollmi liaml, >' Mill' ll l . h >| . »*< I Upon il l will'll h 
let alien In n > a i it i • We ate lohht-d of 

nil We hn\i’ hill"! mu |\ V a«ijllil> «l t"V mil -eUri, hj* 
friendly < il'inn t m* -* > line In ii|»>]i hi, aiel, 

heh'ie \ye • ill x*' 1 lie it K whit We ale, we liiui nlll- 
i.elvi’i i iiHlJ’e||e*l lit put with *«m p«*l "liulity. pu’«-e hy 
pjree, til! ,lt 1 . 1*1 it I' ''ol|e all I )»»t . Illderd, (lie 

ea-.e ft •» imiVel d. 111. if It '-' <’111 < «l law e| V la 

ili"»|ii»m a hull win i :>how i him elf only mi dial a* - 
eouul. till (lie r.«n(t-,uy, (he hlKelel l lie » up We have 
(»> drink, I lm n)>ii e jilea .ml I. a i* we uni <f put »»n, m 
oitler that i tiiiip" «'>l I'Hihei t "ti Ilia) h"l he o||e|n In l 
hy (he lea t ;*i |tn.i> 

To -.'live lilt' puillul p|oh|e||l, huweVrl, ll.illlie llil't 
eiiihiw«’'l huti with ample powei. u'tiMlv.aml emhn 
itiiee I !nt «• tally i*i he aided lh»’i>io hy In*' V"1 
utility ( A* I'ltf.uiii ), a hitoii (it man will'll iml limp ran 
Itll.o ll Way. IB liman i id it lie i't able In | i‘ll"tll|i e ihe 

rheliftheil nlijoet n( I he moment , pl*'Vld>'d the ne\l pie* 
Honl him Mome(hilit( new to uueli at , aiel lhu » he };ori 
on iuieo!i>»-itiiis|y lemodrlhnp hr* whole life We me 
rntiUmtully pulliup one pu^um m (he pl.ee of another: 
employment', imlmuhon', (t»*>let, hohhm-', we try 
them all. uml eml hy oxeloiinin;.!, .lit »•> nun//// No 
oiio in alioekeil hy thin faho amt muiimiimp -*»| h-i-i'Ii ; 
nay, every one think t, while he i.oy*» it, that In* i'» litter* 
inp a wi m ami iudiapntohln maxim. A few men (lu re 
mo, ami only a few, who unlit ipato tlim iii'iiippoilahlo 
fotdinp, and uvoi'l all rullu to Mir|i paitial n* •ipHutimi 
hy' tain prutid uel of total nelf lenumiutioh. 

Siieh men i iuivhiee theiimelveM of the Kleiiml, the 
Keeininury, ami of Imumtahln l/iw, ami .’■itK to fotm 
to llminHoImt iileua wliieh mo iuninuplihle, nay, wliieli 
uliHorviUiim of llm IViinImhln dona not »]iuko, hut latlier 
uuitllrntH, Bui, uineu in Uifc then* i*' uoiiu-1 limp mijmt- 


human, mull pmr«ou:i urn rommouly eslnmm'd iu-humun 
(luoiislnra), without u ( hut imil without a World. Kuopio 
hardly ku»*\v what ami of horna and uIuwh in givu 
them. 

My nmilidnime m Spiun/u mated on Ihn ammo nitiMit 
lie wrought in urn ; mid it only ittcrnimed wlnm 1 found 
my worthy myaUru Worn fircuand of Spiuoy.inm, mut 
Inarm'd 1 1ml. own l.mhniu hiinaidf nuild not earnpo Din 
n.l align, nay, Dial Hnnrlumvo, lining Huapoetud of 
ainiiinr HonliumulM, lual to iiliumlim theology for 
liindiniun. 

lhil )i*t no onn think Dial ) would Imvn fiulwaihod 
to liiu writings, and imurnlod to tlmni, nrlmlim H li te- 
rn l im. Km, tlmt no mm mully uudurnluiidH anuflmr; 
liial no onn dona ntlurh to Dm huiuo wont Dm wuno 
itJnii whin)i imotlmr donn; Dial. a dia logon, a book, ox- 
t'ilna in dilfnmnt pornoim dillrmnl traina of thought, — * 
ill in 1 lmd long amn all loo plainly ; and Urn render 
will IniMl. tlm uminilion of Urn author of " KuuhI " and 
" W«'l tlmr," that, deeply o.v peri eared in mich iniaundni- 
Hlimdingu, lm win nowr no preaumptuniiH aa to think 
tlmt ho uudni.-<lood porfeelly u limn, who, im Dm anholar 
of Pimnailn i, ruiiii'd liimmdf, through umlhnnmlinul mid 
mhhiiiinil atudioa, to ihn Ibglmal rcimli of Doiughl, and 
whose iiiiim 1 , nvnii at thin day, hkoiiih to murk tlm limit 
of all Hjmnulalivo nll'mln. 

I low mm h I appropriated from Spinoza would ho 
won diatinrlly nmuigli, if Dm viail of Dm" Wandering 
•law" to Spino/n, svhieh I lmd doviaud oh u worlliy 
ingredient for that poem, nxialnd in writing. Hut it 
planned urn no imirli in tlm eniieoplum, and I found ho 
munli delight ill meditating on it in atlnimo, Dial l 
never i*i >)i Id bring myself to tlm point of writing it out. 
Thun Dm no! ion, whhli won hi have hnoti wnll unongli 
an a panning join*, lineamn expanded until it lout itrt 
clianii ; mid l tm nioln-c t it from my mind aa Honmtliiug 
Ihm 1>) nao tin*. Tho elijnf nointa, Imwnvnr, of wlmt 1 


( • iii .«s in > t qiii |> t • *»t mii 1 m v mind, mid hnvo 

I’ \ *'l » t > d <i i'l* tl Itdlmil 1 «’ Ml ill*' Mil* * , ipl> lll • <*m 1*1*1 
lit > 111*’. I Will »H*W Iliih’M lli t» I ct ll \ itlttl 'll* I Nil (|\ , 1-1 

j«> 

Wit III*' Ill'll I a*- mdllij; (•» ->I|1 !» ih'l tt.ii, lin »• at y, 
dll Ho* l*iu<*, llml tin* lum -i'lf t till li t alhl milting 

in iIm’Im in (Im< l*<*h« f, all »m« i» ai** uni ««n ■••*n»n*.|y 
Think mill li"u a iialmat i'li»'U**ni* ii'*it. w 
i> 1 i* *i 1 1» l ilihliiah* any «|i*;*i»'i* »*f it «i* t«’l >f :in*l t tit*. ir.t*-i>ii, nr 
««\ cm <*f • api n o, w*mld iiidiiulh a *l»*iii , '1i mill hniify 
11 “ 

NVIm’Ij m tun m. tl i lliri** i > i'\||il*il< il iimUIumk hkn 
ll I* t">u! Ih’JmIi* mm i (III | r* i »\ * *1 ft* *111 Mill ailill.'l'- 

iiirtii ; f«*i, allh*ni;;h limy an* • IM i«' -‘i («» *i-‘. Ili**y n*-\ i*r 
ilir1«*ii m-i'in in 1«* fi»*m ii't 1*y an mii ml** pnlf, 

uni) in 1i>*1i nit* ult*<j*i’ll»i i i h* itn* l Mil'll* *m i»f ii»’i •••■■ ■■•ily 
ll i*i llii'i>*f*ii(* nii|t*> , >i)i}i* |«i ( s 1 1* i * il ill il 1 * 11111 * lliiiikri * 
luitii |>i«iiiiiiin< •'*! llmiiiliiiih’H ii»}j*’iiinu*i, 1 *u t ••tiii llv 
lilllllo*!, til^aiM’aliull nf lilt •’**• • Iralnit"*, til 1«* l lii'imiplll) 
lui’i’lmm* al 

If wn l mu l" plant **, iiur jimilmn m Mill in»‘h* ntuk 
in^ly i*i»nUi lui'd Ui*\Y mimnamhddo v» llo* fr»dmy, 
whwli ii»'i mi ult'W'i vi'i* upon thv* ,Hum*ni, 

mmn n*» it H loUrlwd, f»dd |i*^i*l|ii*r in p»lll \ U ‘ lUittliy 
ti'uviM*, and filially rluji down il** liUlo ’Talk. w* if upon 
ll jnillt [(‘ttr. it>r\. Slllt ll 1^' |t«* I Ww i lllul finding l«» 
wliu’li l will i*ivi« un uuiui’, ill lli** mphl *'f lli'’ 
Unhffitivum wliiih, wtlhmil any appaii’iit mil 

Willi I mi MMiVra i||i mid i|n\vh il*i lilU«* li'nvt'i, 

mii I hfi’iii i hi j*lay with ih«*lf rm with nnr ihmtplihi. 
U*t mi itnagina a lUtntttut middriily *-n»l*i\vi**| milt a 
aiiniliit* iMi^n ily, «•» ilml «»f il *n|f il r«m!*l l«y (mini I'd 
down mid lift up aj^uili ilM liii^a li afy inimpy : win* 
would lint, upmi Mmtinj' il tin* limL linn*, *Uit hark in 
lorrnr / M«i lonli'd within uh i« lln* idra of mil* »*wn 
HUpi'l’inl’ily, llml Wo iilmnliiltdy rnftlwi* hi rojiivdi* h> tin* 



from out* fellows. 

On the other hand, a similar honor seizes upon us, 
when wo soo a man unreasonably opposing universally 
recognised moral laws, or unwisely acting agaiust the 
interest of himself and others. To get rid of the 
repugnance wo feel on such occasions, we convert it 
at once into censure or detestation ; and we seek, either 
in reality or in thought, to get free from such a man. 

This contrariety between lieason and Necessity, 
which Spinoza threw out iu so strong a light, I, 
strangely enough, applied to my own being; and what 
has been said is, properly speaking, only for the pur- 
pose of rendering intelligible what follows. 

I had come to look upon my indwelling poetic talent 
altogether as Nature; tho move so, as I had always 
been impelled to regard outward Nature as its proper 
object. Tho exorcise of this poetic gift could indeed 
be excited and determined by circumstances; but its 
most joyful, its richest, action was spontaneous, — nay, 
ovou involuntary. 


Through field and forest roaming, 

My little songs still humming, 

I spent the livelong day. 

In my nightly vigils the same thing happened: I 
therefore often wished, liko one of my predecessors, to 
got me a loathern jerkin made, and to accustom myself 
to write iu the dark, so as to be able to fix down at 
once all such unpremeditated effusions. So frequently 
had it happened, that, after composing a little piece in 
my head, I could not recall it, that I would now hurry 
to tho desk, and, at oue standing, write off the poem 
from beginning to end; and, as I could not spare time 
to adjust my paper, however obliquely it might lie, the 
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i longs Mint tu Un> Humes ulmuM long have gone, 
»Smii’V Himtrln*H every hiik. 

, flint an (limi)'li )nt \vi*ii' tin* licit In claim 
1 /awfully tin* jinclrt’ works and fame. 

Am I, h> tnnkr <fn- owner full n mem In, 

Pull vy tea. ami coii're mips lie hciuIh I 
Take yum* chitm Imek, your gingerbread I 
I’m* all ltitiiliiii|;a llviiiK I am dead. 


This very Nature, however, whirh thus spontaneously 
brought hath mi innny lunger and munller works, \vi ih 
H iibjccL to long pauses ; and for considerable periods I 
whh unable, oven when l most wished it, tu produce 
nny tiling, mnl eoiiNisjuenlly nil mi milleml from nnnt i. 
'.rim perception uf mirli contrasts within nm gave rise to 
Mm thought whether it would nut hr my wisest cmirwi 
tu rnijduy on l ho other hand, Ini* my own mid others' 
pmlit and advantage, tlm human, rational, and intellec- 
tual part uf my being, and ho iih I id ready hud dmm, and 
an I now frit my nr If more mid more railed ujiun tu do, 
dovotn tlm intervals, when Nature urn. sad tu iuilueiico 
nm, tu wmldly uruupalinuH, mid thus to leave no one 
of luy faculties unused. Thin course, which Hrruied to 
he dielatrd hy those general ideas before described, was 
an iimrh in harmony with my character, and my posi- 
timi in life, that 1 resolved to adopt it, and hy this 
means to cheek the wavering and hesitation to which 
1 had hitherto heeii subject. Very pleasant was it to 
me to relied, that tlm», for ucliml service to my fellow 
men, 1 might demand a sulislantial reward ; while, on 
tlm other hand, I might go on disinterestedly spending 
that lovely gift of nature as a snored tiling, liy this 
consideration 1 guarded against tlm bitterness of foul- 
ing which might have arisen when eireu instances 
should force upon the remark that precisely thin 
talent, so (united and admired in Uernmny, was 
treated as altogether beyond tlm pale of tlm law and 
of justice. For not only were piracies considered per- 
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p«4 ,ws uuiour, same ooracr, anti gold trim- 
mings, it contrasted not badly with Iho brown fur cap 
1 worn. Thus clad, I carelessly went on skating up 
and down; tho^ crowd was so great that no especial 
notice was taken of my strange appearance; still it 
was not unobserved, for often afterward it was brought 
up, in jest or in earnest, among my other eccentricities. 


Leaving these recollections of happy and sponta- 
neous action, we will now resume tho sober thread of 
ou.r narrative. 

A witty Frenchman has said, If a clever man has 
oneo attracted the attention of the public by any meri- 
torious work, every one does ins best to prevent his 
ever doing a similar tiling again. 

It is even so: something good and spirited is pro- 
duced in tho quiet seclusion of youth; applause is 
won, but independence is lost; the concentrated talent 
is pulled about and distracted, because people think 
that they may pluck off ami appropriate to themselves 
u portion of the personality. 

It was owing to this that I received n great many 
invitations, or, rather, not exactly invitations: a friend, 
an acquaintancf would propose, with even more than 
urgency, to introduce mo here or there. 

The quasi stranger, now described as a bear ou 
account of his frequout surly refusals, and theu again 
like Voltaire’s Huron, or Cumberland's West Indian, 
ns a child of nature in spite of many talents, excited 
curiosity; and in various families negotiations were set 
on foot to see him. 

Among others, a friend one eveuiug eutreated mo 
to go with him to a little concert to be given in tho 
house of an eminent merchant of the Reformed per- 
suasion. It was already late; but, ns I loved to do 
everything ou the spur of the moment, l went with 
him, decently dressed, as usual. We entered a chain- 
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any way beneficial to my steadfast desire to notice the 
Higher, to study it, to further it, and, if possible, to 
imitate it. Men, I saw, so far as they were good, were 
pious, and, so far as they were active, were unwise and 
oftentimes unapt. The former could not help me, and 
the latter only confused mo. One remarkable case I 
ha ve care billy written down. 

In tho beginning of the year 1776, Jung, afterward 
called Stilling, from tho Lower Rhine, announced to us 
that he was coming to Frank fort, being iuvited as on 
oculist, to treat an important case: the news was wel- 
come to my parents and myself, and wo offered liim 
quarters. 

Herr von Lorsncr, a worthy man advanced in years, 
universally esteemed for his success in the education 
and training of princely children, nud for his intelligent 
manners at court and on his travels, had been long 
afflicted with total blindness: his strong hope of ob- 
taining some relief of his affliction was not entirely 
extinct. Now, for several years past, Jung, with skil- 
ful boldness and a steady hand, had, in tho Lower 
Rhine, successfully couched for the cataract, and thus 
had gained a widespread reputation. Tim candour of 
his soul, his truthfulness of character, and genuine 
piety, gained him universal confidence : tins extended 
up tho river through the medium of various parties 
connected by business. Herr von Lers tier and h is 
friends, upon the ndvieo of an intelligent physician, 
resolved to send for the successful oculist; although a 
Frankfort merchant, in whose case the cure had failed, 
earnestly endeavoured to dissuade them. But what 
was a single failure against so many successful eases ! 
So Jung came, enticed by the hope of a handsome 
remuneration, which heretofore he had been accus- 
tomed to renounce; he came, to increase liis reputa- 
tion, full of coufidcnco and in high spirits: aud we 
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fold: linin'' f'enerill oh*;er vulii HIM on Ida Htuto of 

will not ho Mill of [dure Ill'll*. 

labour for 1mm own moral eulturn ia tlm mmjdoHt 

lost |inii'lii’ul>\o tiling wli ii-li timu ran propose to 

If; tin* impulse in iuhoni in him: while in Horiul 

tih iraiton amt tovo prompt or rather form him 

no. 

linjr* roniil only livu in a moml religiumi ulmos- 
of litvn; without ayinpnlhy, without } irmly rn* 
», Ini rould not exist; lm ilnnumlr.il mutual 
ninil ; wlnno ho wan not known, ho wan nilonl; 
ho was only known, not Imvil, )io wum and ; u<> 
i|»Iy ho i'ol on best with these wnll-diupoHod per- 
, vho run iii>t themselves down for lil'o in their 
i’il vin’n( hui, mid j,'o to wink to porfert (IiouimoIvoh 
ir narrow )*nt peai-eful aphere. 
h persona iinrrrrd piolly \vn|l in nliHiiif' vanity, 
ounrin^ tho pursuit of outward power, in urtpiir- 
riiruumjirrl way of apeakiii}?, and in preserving a 
inly friendly nmnurr toward rompanioim and 

untiii. 

< I neatly wo may nhsem! in this oIiihu Imres of a 
n form of mental rhururlor, niodilied hy individual 
ion; mull peiaoiiH, nrrideiitnlly e.\*ritrd, altarh 
weight to the roman of their rxporirnrn ; they 
lor everything a mipmiiuluml determination, in 
invirtion that tlod interferes imnmdiately with 
itti ho of (im world. 

Lli all thin there in nasoeinird a rerlain dinpoailion 
lo in Ilia present Mate, and yot at tho huiuo time to 
IhemmdveM t<» he pushed or led on, wliirh remiltH 
i reiiuiit judorimon lonrtnf themselves. The InlLnr 
rraai’d hy the miaenniuKe of tho wisest plana, an 
; l i hy the le ridenlal nnerras brought ahnill hy the 
•seen i-oin iimiiii o of favourable onu nonces. 



a bit <d ri'j'ii riling I In* painful rmmnjUmiroN nf t}iu 

nd'i 1 ( 11(1 Mill! l»f !»!!}• (MVII tllUM^Ill !< WUM'NM or 

il, in u divim* rliiril i>:i > !iii'iil l did not «(. n)| mi it 
1 roiild, thmmmr, Miily li-slmi Ui my |'m«| iVii'nd, 
•mi)*l nut jjivn bint liny Vi*»-y rnply: 

rrudily nuMnrd Itim, like* mi ninny nil mm, in tfi 
am way, mid drfmulrd )iim nium Ihwi, iih woll iiu 
will'll olltma, <»f Inn Worldly It llliflil, dill lint, 
ilo lo WMiim! bin gmilbt mitiirn. Ifruni I novit 
i 'i| Im i'miuh In hi* nun it iMgiiiwJi remark initiln by 
I'pi’di mini wlm mini nxrlnimed ijuidi 
imli'i'il, if ) wm** »m inlimnlo with (bid na .hwtf 
ivmiiIiI iii'Vit jnuy In tin* .Must )!i»'h fur j^ulil, hut 
i'lilmu ami ;;m»l riuuiwl. Unit I mi^ht (ml make 
my hhimh'i.i wbi*h rn.-it m*nmy, ami draw aftnr 
wrnlrlmd yi’imi of dobl." 

truth, it waa m> liiim fur h<h*)i jmK Ilntwcmi 
mid frnr urviual mmo duya jmH>;ri| away ; with 
[.lu* Inti or t'linv, ill** humor warn'd, and, at hmt, 
Imd a)l*jj;* , l]i*'! - : llm oyon « »f llm pood jmlimil mini 
biimiiin itiiliiiui’il, and ihnin miiaiiinl Ijm dmiht 
llm M|inrati«)ii had fajh'il. 

u alalo nf mnn! Id whirh mir fiirnd waa irdnml 
y, ia u**l Id la* drmribnl : ))»* wan h|,i 11^)111^ 
it tin* dftijM'tt anil wmat hind of d»'H|»iir, Kor 
waa tin'll* n**w that hi* laid not lost I In tin* 
darn, t)m warm llmuha of mm n'Htmcd to 
* nobb-al inward whirl) a phyairinn ran oujny ; 
Urn ronlldriirn of olhm>» aimilarly iin'din# 
tlion Ilia Worldly rrrdil, wliilo llm iiilnmiplion 
1 prrnliar |a*a>*(i«*o wmdd inlnm Ida family to 
I il* v*a Minin. In ah**) I, wo |*)iiyi'il llm mournful 
1 **f *) n)i llirmi}.;!) from hf^iunin;? l«* rnd, ainm 
dlhfiil Jniitf Look him*i*df Urn purl of llm ro* 
jj.( friomhi. l)o rJiono I** rrf{a)d thin rnlumiLy an 
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«ut I hi*, piii l of "»u frinnd, who (mil hern mmln ho 
wl'l« l\V Dm* I'h jJ hi n of hi* principal nllompt, did 
iloi t him, luui’li Iona did they pivo hi:< plooiuy 
it 1 1 < il her lulu. 

*| incident in fKirMfiilicr wuh most, ninmmip. 
ip •hmji'fi pnlmidu llmro \vuh a Idiud old .1 nwinli 
r, who Imd mum from (tiouhmp lo Krniihfoil, 
', in tho oxliomify of wrolclmduniM, ho uruivuly 
it uhollor, Hi’iii'crly llio mnim'nl food itud nllond- 
novrilhrh'Hi, hi>« hm^'li Ihiimlnl mil mn holpotl 
dinuipli, mid in* wmi in mpUui’M lo lind hiimmlf 
) priforily mid without I he hunt nu/lojinp. When 
if iho opmiilimi paint'd him. hr raid, iu hi» 
holind iiiiiuitcr, •• If } hud a luilliou oyou, I would 
♦ •III nil hr upended Upon, otto nflrl (1|0 oilier, for 
i //</.." 1 (In hiu drpiiiluir ho luted iptilo 

.-rill i ini) ly iu l ho /*W/ r;/»nHr for mum Ihmouph- 
ho (hunted lind, mid, in pond (lid Toulmticiit 
pru iaod llm l.ord, mid tlm woodman niun whom 
id no i it. Nhmdiup thm, ho widkod ulowly on 
Hit llm loop, huny utioi-L towunl tlm hridpe, 
a ami iiolh'jM run mil of llm chop*, wnprinrd )>y 
‘inpulur oxliihil imi of pioim cn(hm<iiimn, pimsiun- 
void i up ilficlf hrfoto id) iho world; mid ho 
<1 limit nympidhy lo mu h u dopne, lluit, willjout 
t miythiup, hi' win amply fmniMlwd wilh pifln for 
ivollinp i<\pi«iiM”i. 

in livoly incident, howovor, roiild hardly ho men* 
l iu our rivohi; for lliniiph llm pom wroli li, wilh 
u dnitioslio mi.’ioiy, in hiu randy homo liryoud llm 
could all’ll ho nmiitrd exlinniely happy, tlm man 
iillh and dipnily on I Ida aide of llm rivur, for 


rain, wilh iho howl nf tho Hnvoroljni hlaitipi’il ujiiill II, 
ly Wurth four un<( mtn half k»hm| jnowihcH. • Thanh. 
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SEVENTEENTH BOOK. 


In resuming the history of my relation to Lilli, I 
have to mention the many very pleasant hours I spent 
in her society, partly in the presenco of her mother, 
partly alono with her. On the strength of my writings, 
people gave me credit for knowledge of the human 
heart, as it was then called : and in this view our con- 
versations were morally interesting in overy way. 

But how could we talk of such inward matters 
without coming to mutual disclosures? It was not 
long before, in a quiet hour, Lilli told me the history 
of her youth. She had grown up in tho enjoyment of 
all tho advantages of society and worldly comforts. 
She described to mo her brothers, her relations, and 
all her nearest connections; only her mother was kept 
in a respectful obscurity. 

Little weaknesses, too, wore thought of ; and among 
them she could not deny, that she had often remarked 
in herself a certain gift of attracting others, with 
which, at tho same time, was unitod a certain peculi- 
arity of letting thorn go again. By prattling on, we 
thus camo at last to tho important point, that sho had 
exorcised this gift upon me too, but bad been punished 
for it, siuco sho had been attracted by me also. 

These confessions flowed forth from so pure and 
childlike a nature, that by them she made me entirely 
her own. 

Wo were now necessary to each other, we had 
grown into tho habit of seeing each other ; but how 
many a day, how many an evening till far into the 
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Jintuutvinu tuiu luvuiy mi in, 

That sweet look, ho good and truthful, 

Hind tlieo with unbounded charm? 

If l swear no more to see her, 

If I man myself to floe her, 

Soon f find my efforts vuiu : 

Back to her I’m led again. 

She with magic thread lias bound me, 

That defies my strength ov skill: 

She has drawn ft circle round me, 

Holds me fast, against my will. 

Cruel maid, hor charms enslave rno : 

I must live as she would have me. 

Ah 1 how grent tho change to mo I 
hove I whon wilt thou set me free? 

— ICditor's Version. 


Why dost draw mo thus without resistance 
To that splondonr bright? 

Was not glad and happy my existence 
In the dreary night? 


Secretly shut up within my chandler, 

1 in moonshine lay : 

In the showers of its light, sweet slumber 
Over me did sway. 


There I of rich golden hours was dreaming, 
Of joy unalloyed : 

Thy dear image with foil beauty beaming 
In my breast 1 spied. 


Is’t still I, whom thou oft ateard-tnble 
Hold's t ’midst many lights, 
Scfttcsl, as I scarce to bear am able, 
Opposite such frights? 


Not more charming now to me spring's gladness 
Is when blossoms start: 

Whore thou, angel, art, is love and goodness ; 

Nature where thou art. 

_ Editor's torsion. 
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tor the times splendid, buildings, were already con- 
spicuous. Of these Uncle Bernard (to call him by his 
familiar title) inhabited the largest; oxtensive factories 
wero adjoining; D’Orvillo, a lively youug man of 
amiable qualities, lived opposite. Contiguous gardens 
and terraces, reaching dowu to the Main, and affording 
a free egress in every direction into the lovely sur- 
rounding scenery, put both visitors and residents into 
excellent humour. The lover could not find a more 
desirable spot for indulging his feelings. 

I lived at the house of John Audrd ; and as X have 
hove to mention this man, who afterward made himself 
well enough known, I must iudulge iu a short digres- 
sion, in order to give some idea of the state of the 
opera at that time. 

In Frankfort, Marchand was director of the theatre, 
and exerted himself in his own person to do all that 
was possible. In his best years he had been a fine, 
large, well-made man ; the easy and geutle qualities 
appeared to predominate in his character ; his presence 
on the stage, therefore, was agreeable enough. He 
had, perhaps, as much voice as was required for the 
execution of any of the musical works of that day : 
accordingly he endeavoured to adapt to our stage the 
large and smaller French operas. 

The part of the father in Gretry’s opera of “ Beauty 
and the Beast M particularly suited him, and his acting 
was quite expressive in the scene of the Vision which 
was contrived at the back of tho stage. 

This opera, successful in its way, approached, how- 
ever, tho lofty style, and was calculated to excite the 
tenderest feelings. On the other baud, a demon of 
realism had got possession of the opera-house : operas 
founded upon different crafts and classes were brought 
out. “Tho Himtsmon,” “ The Coopts,” and I know 
not what else, wero produced : Andrri chose “ The 
Potter." He had written the words himself, and, upon 
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All tins (However it might be) served to prolong the 
intercourse of tho lovers. They knew no hounds ; and, 
between them both, tlmy easily managed to keep tho 
good John Audrd continually in motion, that, by repe- 
titions, he might make his music last till midnight. 
The two lovers thus secured for themselves a precious 
and indispensable opportunity. 

If wo walked out early in the morning, we found 
ourselves in the freshest air, but not precisely in the 
country. Imposing bu ildiugs, which at that time would 
have dono honour to a city ; gardens, spreading before 
us and easily overlooked, with their smooth flower and 
ornamoutal bods; a clear prospect commanding the 
opposite banks of the river, over whoso surface, even 
at an early hour, might be seen floating a busy line 
of rafts or nimble markcL-skift's and boats, — theso 
together formed a gently gliding, liviug world, iu 
harmony with love’s tender feelings. Even tho lonely 
rippling of the waves and rustling of tho reeds in a 
softly flowing stream was highly refreshing, and never 
failed to throw a decidedly trnnquillisiug spell over 
those who approached the spot. A clear sky of the 
finest season of the year overarched the whole ; and 
most pleasant was it to renew morning after morning 
lior dear society, in the midst of such scenes. 

Should such a mode of life seem too irregular, too 
trivial, to tho earnest reader, let him consider, that, 
botween what is hero brought closely together for the 
sake of a convenient order, there intervened whole days 
and weeks of renunciation, other engagements and 
occupations, and indeed an insupportable tedium. 

Mon and women were busily engaged iu their spheres 
of duty. I too, out of regard for the present uud the 
future, delayed not to attend to all my obligations ; and 
1 found time enough to finish that to which my talent 
nud my passion irresistibly impelled me. 

The earliest hours of the morning I devoted to 



busiuess, which was handled in a manner quite pe- 
culiar. My fnthcr, a thorough and indeed finished 
jurist, managed himself such business as arose from 
the care of his own property, and a connection with 
highly valued friends: for, although his character ns 
imperial councillor did not allow him to practise, ho 
was at hand as legal adviser to many a friond ; whilo 
the papers ho had prepared were signed by a regular 
advocate, who received a consideration for evory such 
signature. 

This activity of his had now become more lively 
sinco my return ; and I could easily remark, that lie 
prized my talent higher than my practice, and on that 
account did what he could to leave mo time for my 
poetical studies and productions. Sound and thoroughly 
apt, but slow of conception and execution, he studied 
the papers as private Jicfercndarius ; and, when wo 
came togethor, ho would state the case, and left mo to 
work it out, in which I showed so much readiness, 
that he felt a father's purest joy, and once could not 
refrain from declaring, “ that, if I were not of his own 
blood, lie should envy mo.” 

To lighten our work we had engaged a scribe, whoso 
character and individuality, well worked out, would 
have helped to adorn a romance. After his school- 
years, which had been profitably spent, and in which 
he had become fully master of Latin, and acquired 
some other useful bronchos of knowledge, a dissipated 
academic life had brought trouble on the remainder of 
his days. He, for a time, dragged ou a wretched exist- 
ence in sickness and in poverty, till at last he con- 
trived to improve his circumstances by the aid of a 
fine handwriting and a readiness at accounts. Kin- 
ployed by some advocates, he gradually acquired an 
accurate knowledge of the formalities of legal business, 
and by his faithfulness and punctuality made ovary 



rnattors or law ami account. 

Ho also was a usoful nssistant in our continually in- 
creasing business, which consisted, not only of law 
matters, but also of various sorts of commissions, 
orders, and transit agencies. In the city-hall he knew 
all the passages and windings ; in his way, he was in 
tolerable favour at both burgomasters’ audiences; and 
since from his first entrance into oftico, and even 
duriug the times of his equivocal behaviour, he had beeu 
well acquainted with many of the now senators, somo 
of whom had quickly risen to the dignity of Schoffcn , 
he had acquired a certain confidence, which might be 
called a sort of influence. All this he knew how to 
turn to tho advautago of his patrons; and, since the 
state of his health forced him to limit his application 
to writing, lie was always found ready to execute every 
commission or order with care. 

His presence was not disagreeable; he was slender 
in poison and of regular features ; his manner was un- 
obtrusive, though a certain expression betrayed his 
conviction that ho knew all what was necessary to be 
done; moreover, ho was cheerful and dexterous in 
clearing away difficulties. Ho must have been full 
forty, and (to say the same thing over again) I regret 
that I have never introduced him as tho mainspring in 
tho machinery of somo novel. 

Hoping that my more serious readers are now some- 
what satisfied by what I have just related, I will ven- 
ture to turn again to that bright point of time when 
love and friendship shone in their fairest light. 

It was in the nature of such social circles that all 
birthdays should bo carefully celebrated with every 
variety of rejoicing ; it was in honour of the birthday 
of tho pastor Ewald that tho following song was 
written : 



Enhanced by love ami win©, 

To sing this song’s gay measure, 

Let ever us combine. 

Tho god holds us united, 

Who hither brought us, who 
Our flames he erst ignited, 

Now lighteth up anew. 

— Editor's Version. 


Since this song has been preserved until this day, 
and there is scarcely a merry party at which it is not 
joyfully revived, we commend it also to all that shall 
come after us; and to all who sing it or recite it wo 
wish the sauie delight and inward satisfaction which 
we then had, when we had no thought of any wider 
world, but felt ourselves a world to ourselves in tlmt 
narrow circle. 

It will, of course, bo expected that Lilli's birthday, 
which, on the 23d June, 1775, returned for the seven- 
teenth tiiuo, was to bo celebrated with especial honours. 
She had promised to come to Offenbach at noon ; and 
I must observe that our friends, with a happy uucmiin- 
ity, had laid aside all customary compliments at this 
festival, and bad prepared for her reception and ontor- 
tninment nothing but such heartfelt tokens as were 
worthy of her. 

Busied with such pleasant duties, I saw tho sun go 
down, announcing a bright day to follow, and promis- 
ing its glad, beaming presence at our feast, when Lilli's 
brother, George, who know not how to dissemble, came 
somewhat rudely into the chamber, and, without sparing 
our feelings, gave us to understand that to-morrow’s in- 
tended festival was put off ; he himself could not toll 
how or why, but his sister had bid him say that it 
would bo wholly impossible for her to eomo t o Offenbach 
at noon that day, and take part in the intended festi- 
val, she had no hope of arriving before evening. 



disagreeable it must be to mo and all her friends, but 
site begged me very earnestly to invent some expedient 
which might soften and perhaps do away the unpleas- 
ant effects of this news, which she left it to me to an- 
nounce. If l could, she would givo mo her warmest 
thanks. 

I was silent fora moment; but I quickly recovered 
myself, aud, as if by heavenly inspiration, saw what 
was to be done. “ Make haste, George ! ” I cried, “ tell 
her to make herself easy, and do her best to come 
toward evening : I promise that this very disappoint- 
ment shall bo turned into a cause of rejoicing!” Tim 
boy was curious, and wanted to know how. 1 refused 
to gratify his curiosity, not withstanding that he called 
lo Iris aid all the arts and all the influence which a 
brother of our beloved can presume to exercise. 

No sooner had ho gone, than J walked up aud down 
in my chamber with a singular self-satisfaction ; and, 
with the glad, free feeling that here was a brilliant 
opportunity of proving myself her devoted servant, I 
stitched together several sheets of paper with beautiful 
silk, as suited alono such an occasional poem, and 
hastened to write down the title : 

“ SHE IS NOT COMING I 

“A Mournful Family Piece, which, by tho aore visitation 
of Divine Providence, will he represented in tho most natural 
manner on the 28d of June, 1 770, at OfTenbnch-cn-the-Main. 
Tho action lasts from morning until evening.” 

I have not by me either tho original or a copy of 
this jc.u d* esprit ; I have often inquired after one, but 
have never been able to get a trace of it; I must 
therefore compose it anew, a thing which, in the gen- 
eral way, is not difficult. 

The scene is at D'Orvillc’s house and garden in 


then, drawn to tho life, run in and out among then 
master appears, and the mistress, actively disci U 
her appropriate functions; then, in the midst t 
hurry and bustle of active preparation, comes in i 
hour Hans Audvd, the indefatigable composer ; he 
himself at the piano, and calls them all together to 
liim try his now song, which lie lias just finishc 
tho festival. He gathors around him tho whole 1 
but all soon disperse again to attend to pressing d 
one i« called away by another, this person want 
help of that ; at last, the arrival of the gardeuor < 
attention to the preparations in the grounds nil 
tho water; wreaths, banners with ornamental in 
lions, iu short, nothing is forgotten. 

While thoy are all assembled around tho 
attractive objects, iu steps a messenger, who, as s 
of humourous go-between, was also entitled to 
his part, and who, although lie lias lmd plon 
drink-money, could still pretty shrewdly guess 
was the state of the case. He sets a high vali 
his packet, demands a gloss of wine and a wli 
roll, and after some roguish hesitation hands ov( 
despatches. The master of Iho house lets his 
drop, the papers fall to the floor: ho calls out, 
me go to the table! lot me go to tho bureau, t 
may brush.” 

The spirited intercourse of vivacious persons is c 
distinguished by a certain symbolical stylo of s 
and gesture. A sort of conventional idiom f 
which, while it makes tho initiated very happ 
unobserved by the stranger, or, if observed, ie 
greeable. 

Among Lilli s most pleasing particularities wa 
one winch is here expressed by the word brut 
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I'rcumlilo whh said tir tt»M, especially when nho wit at 
tnhlc, or wim nmv any Hut umi’uvu, 

It liml its origin in a moat fascinating 1ml odd ex- 
pedient, which she omut lmd mum ran to when a 
stranger, Hitting imhii* her at luhh), uttered something 
unseemly. Without altering litsr mild counlewineo, 
she hiUHlwd with lmr right hand, most prettily, across 
the (uhlv-clulh, uml deUUwulcly pimhcd olV on to the 
limn nvnrylhing nho reiielmd with thiH gentle motion. 1 
know not wlmt diil not full, — knives, forks, broad, 
saUrellur, and also something belonging to her neigh- 
bour ; uvory ono whh startled ; Llm servants run up; 
and no mm know wlmt it nil mount, except tho tiksorv- 
iug nut'it, who worn delighted that kHo luul relinked 
and cheeked an impropriety in ho pretty a munnor. 

lino now was a symbol found to oxpuiHs Mm reptil- 
nion of anything disagreeable, which Mti II in freipienlly 
made iU '0 of in clover, hearty, estimable, woll-moiiuing, 
and not thoroughly polished, society. Wo all adopted 
tlm motion of thu right hand aa a sign of rnprolmtion : 
Urn arlmil hrunhing away of objects wan a thing which 
aftor 'ward olio licrmdf iudulgod in only moduratoly and 
with good laatn. 

Win'll, ihnrnfoiii, tho pool gives to tho nmator of tlm 
house, mi a pare of iluinh show, tins desire for hniah- 
ing (a habit which had become with ua a second 
rmturn), tho meaning and effect of tho notion and itH 
tendency am at onco apparent; for, while ho thnmtoim 
to sweep ovnrything from all Hat surfuooH, everybody 
tries to hinder him and lo purify him, fill finally ho 
thrown himself rxlmuated on a Haul. 

"What lain happened?” all exclaimed. "Ih alio 
nick? in any one dead?” “ Head I read I” cries 
O'Orville : "there it lien on the ground." Tho dos- 
pate.h ia picked up: they read it, and exclaim, " tihe t* 
itnl mini hi/ ! " 
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riwil In lint) dial lmr Hluyin«; away hud not nmnud 
mr flu’ci I’til invni. Tlmy (.old lmr ovary tiling, (liny 
llm wlmlo tliiiifj lu'fnir lmr; titul ala*, in lmr dear, 
i way. tlmuknd mn uh only aim mu Id lluuik. 
luipiurd m* rniimrkuhlo imulannss In puiroivo Unit 
ilisntii’o In an (lm festival Imkt ia lmr honour wuh 
uridoulid, hut had boon < nam'd l»y j'ns:d}>iiif' about 
nlinumy between an. 1 lowever. thin laid not llm 
iloal inllneuee, either on our muiliumulu or our 
vina r. 

I, (hi t season of llm your llmro never failed In bn a 
•d llaonj' of viailoiM fioiu llm idly, I'Yeipionlly 1 
ant, join ihn rnaipaay mild lain in llm ovonintf, 
n I found lmr uppumiidy Hympiillimiuj.' ; uad, ainrn 
imnoidy appealed only lor a few Imma, I wuh ^lud 
a oppm (.unity In bn useful in bar in any way, by 
aliiat to or andnrtakiuK waim euiimdNunii, wimllmr 
or not, ia lmr bnlmlf. And, indeed, lliin wirvieu 
obaldy dm niout delightful u mini ran nalnr upon, 
m old miimiirc i uf chivalry rniilrivn bow In inti- 
i ia (heir nbn um Iml powerful i imn n<*i . That alia 
| nvnr mn, wa*» not to bn coimnded, and ia (-1 iin 
i alia nii^bl wall indulge; for ia thin rniiloHl llm 
a* mid llm vanquished bulb triumph, and aajny nil 

1 1 > Kl'»ry. 

Iiiu lay repealed, llmaj.;b oflaii brinf, eniipnmlion, 
alwaya mi lutmh tlm amm elVrrlivn. dnlin Andrrt 
ill way m tilni a of manir. ; | mnlribilb'd now piaeaM, 
•r by oLliara nr myself; ho dial pnnlii al and iimai- 
liluMsnlmi showered down Upon IIH. It WUH llllo- 
nr a brilliual (inia; it rerluiu nxidliaanal reigned 
m company, mid tlmin wrm an inmpid amaianlH. 
mat fiullmr question, it- annumd In bn nnaaiuai- 
l In all tlm rest. Imu*, where inclination and pnm 
rnma oat ia limit own bold iiuliim, limy menu ruffe 
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suppress their equally valid rights. Hence relations, 
which hitherto were more or less concealed, were now 
seen to intertwine themselves without reserve ; while 
others, which did not confess themselves so openly, 
still glided on agreeably in the shade. 

If, because of my multifarious avocations, I could 
not pass whole days out of doors with her, yet the 
clenr evenings gave us opportunity for prolonged meet- 
ings in the open air. Loving souls will be pleased to 
read the following ovent. 

Ours was a condition of which it is written, “ T sleep, 
but my heart wakes ; ” the bright and the dark hours 
were alike ; the light of the day could not outshine tho 
light of love, and the night was made as the brightest 
day by the radiance of passion. 

One clear starlight evening we had been walking 
about in the open country till it was quite late; and 
after I had seen her and her friends home to thoir 
several doors, and finally had taken leave of hor, I felt 
so little inclined to sleep, that I did not hesitate to sot 
off on another ramble. I took the highroad to Frank- 
fort, giving myself up to my thoughts and hopos: hero 
I seated myself on a bench, in the purest stillness of 
night, uuder tho gleaming starry heavens, that I might 
belong only to myself and her. 

My attention was attracted by a sound quite near 
mo, which I could not oxplniu ; it was not a rattling 
nor a rustling noise; and on closer observation I dis- 
covered that it was under the ground, and caused by 
the working of some little animal. It might be a 
hedgehog or a weasel, or whatever creature labours in 
that way at such hours. 

Having set off again toward the city, and got near 
to the Ttoderberg, I recognised, by thoir chalk-while 
gleam, the stops which lead up to the vineyards. I 
ascended thorn, sat down, aud fell asleep. 



¥Y iiuu i uwoKcj uawn nnu already spread ; and I 
found myself opposite the high wall, which iu earlier 
times had been erected to defend the hoiglits on tin's 
side. Saxeuhausou lay before me, light mists marked 
out the course of the river: it was cool, and to me 
most welcome. 

Thore X waited till the sun, rising gradually behind 
mo, lighted up the opposite landscape. It was the 
spot wlioro I was again to see my beloved, and I 
returned slowly back to the paradise which surroundod 
her yet sleeping. 

On account of my increasing circle of business, 
which, from love to her, I was anxious to extern! and 
to ostablish, my visits to Olfenbuch became more rare, 
and hence arose a somewhat painful predicament; so 
that it might well be remarked, that, for the sake of 
Iho future, one postpones and loses the present. 

As my prospects were now gradually improving, I 
took them to be more promising than they really 
were; and I thought tho more about coming to a 
speedy explanation, since so public an intimacy could 
not go on much longer without misconstruction. And, 
ns is usual iu such cases, wo did not expressly say it 
to one another; but the feeling of being nmtnnUy 
pleased in every way, tho full conviction that a sepa- 
ration was impossible, the coufidouce reposed in 
ono another, — all this produced such a seriousness, 
that I, who had firmly resolved never again to get 
involved iu any troublesome connection of the kind, 
and who found myself, nevertheless, eutnngled in this, 
without the certainty of a favourable result, was actually 
beset with a heaviness of mind, to get rid of which I 
plunged moro and more in indifferent worldly affairs, 
from which, apart from my beloved, X had no care to 
derive cither profit or pleasure. 

In this strange situation, the like of which many, no 
doubt, have with pain experienced, there came to our 



and situations very dearly. She was called Milo. 
Uelf: she presidod with her elder sister over ft little 
business in Heidelberg, and on several occasions had 
received many favours from the greater Frankfort com- 
mission-house. She had known nud loved Lilli from 
her youth; she was quite a peculiar person, of an 
earnest, masculine look, and with Jin even, firm, hasty 
step. She had had peculiar reason to adapt herself 
to the world ; and hence she understood it, in « cer- 
tain sense at least. She could not bo called intriguing; 
she was accustomed to consider distant contingencies, 
and to carry out her plans in silence : hut Ihoti, sho 
had the gift of seeing an opportunity ; and, if she 
found peoplo wavering betwixt doubt and resolution 
at the moment when everything depended upon deci- 
sion, she skilfully contrived to infuse into their minds 
such a force of character, that she seldom failed 
to accomplish her purpose. Properly speaking, sho 
had no selfish ends: to have done anything, to have 
completed auythiug, especially to have brought about 
a marriage, was reward enough for hor. She had long 
since seen through our position, and, in repeated visits, 
had carefully observed the state of affairs, so that she 
had finally convinced herself that the attachment must 
be favoured ; that our plans, honestly but not very 
skilfully taken in band and prosecuted, must bo pro- 
moted, and that this little romance bo brought to ft 
close as speedily ns possiblo. 

l'or many years she had enjoyed the confidonco of 
Lillis mother. Introduced by me to my parents, film 
had managed to make hersolf agreeable to thorn ; for 
her rough sort of manner is seldom ofionsivo in an 
imperial city, and, backed by cleverness and tact, is 
eveu welcomo. She knew very well our wishes nnd 
our hopes ; her love of meddling made hor see in nil 
t is a call upon her good offices; in short, she had 



a uujj voibiiuuii wjui uni puuuua, jlxuw wnu uuiii’ 

mencccl it, how she put aside the difficulties which 
must have stood in her way, I know not; but sho 
came to us one evening, and brought the consent. 
“Take each other by the hand!” cried she, in her 
pathetic yet commanding manner. I stood opposite 
to Lilli, and offered her my hand : sho, not indeed 
hesitatingly, but still slowly, placed hers in it. After 
a long and deep breath, we fell with lively emotion 
into each other’s arms. 

It was a strange decree of the overruling Providence 
that, in the course of my singular history, I should 
also have experienced the feelings of one who is 
betrothed. 

I may venture to assert, that, for a truly moral man, 
it is the most agreeable of all recollections. It is 
pleasant to recall those feelings, which nre with diffi- 
culty expressed and are hardly to be explained. Fol- 
ium the stato of things is all at once changed ; the 
sharpest oppositions arc removed, tiro most inveterate 
differences are adjusted ; prompting nature, ever-warn- 
ing reason, the tyrannising impulses, and the sober 
law, which before kept up a perpetual strife within us, 
all aro now reconciled in friendly unity ; and at tho 
festival, so universally celebrated with solemn rites, 
that which was forbidden is commanded, and that 
which was poual is raised to an inviolable duty. 

Tho reader will learn with moral approval, that, 
from this tirno forward, a certain change took place 
in me. If my beloved had hitherto beon looked upon 
ns beautiful, graceful, and attractive, now sho appeared 
to mo a being of superior worth and excellence. She 
was, as it were, a double person : her grace and loveli- 
ness belonged to me, — that I felt ns formerly; but 
the dignity of her character, her self-reliance, hor con- 
fidence in all persons, remained her own. I beheld 
it, I looked through it, I was delighted with it as with 
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keystone to the arch already built and curved. But 
hero, upon calm, unbiassed consideration, it could not 
bo denied, that, in order to establish tko newly acquired 
treasure in such a function, a new arch would have to 
bo built I 

However, this had not yet become clear to me ; and 
still less was it so to her mind. But now, when I tried 
to fancy myself bringing her to my home, she did not 
seem somohow to suit it oxactly. It appeared to mo 
something like what I had myself experienced, whoa 
I first joined her social circle: in order to give no 
offence to the fashionable people l met there, I found 
it necessary to make a great chaugo in my style of 
dress. But this could not be so easily done with the 
domestic arrangoment of a stately burgher’s house, 
which, rebuilt in the olden style, had, with its antique 
ornaments, given an old-fashioned character to the 
habits of its inmates. 

Moreover, even after our parents’ consent had been 
gained, it had not been possible to establish friendly 
relations or intercourse between our respective families. 
Different roligious opinions produced different man- 
ners ; and, if the amiable girl had wished to continue 
in any way her former mode of life, it would have 
found neither opportunity nor place in our modorate- 
sized houso. 

If I bad never thought of all this until now, it was 
because I had been quieted by the opening of fine 
prospects from without, and the hopo of getting some 
valuable appointment. An active spirit gets a footing 
everywhere ; capacities, talents, create confidence ; every 
one thinks that n change of management is all that is 
needed. The earnestness of youth finds favour: genius 
is trusted for everything, though its power is only of a 
certain kind. 

Tito intellectual and literary domain of Germany 
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a very lively, though imaginary, sympathy in the 
good or evil fortune of others. This sympathy seems 
often arbitrary, but it rests on moral grounds. For 
now we give to praiseworthy designs the applause they 
deserve; and now again, carried away by brilliant 
successes, wo turn to thoso whose plans wo should 
otherwise have blamed. For all this there was 
abundant material in those times. 

Frederick the Second, resting on his victories, 
seemed to hold in Iris hand the fate of Europe and 
of the world: Catherine, a great woman, who lmd 
proved herself every way worthy of a throne, afforded 
ample sphere of action to able and highly gifted men, 
in extending the dominion of their empress; and as 
this was done at the expense of the Turks, whom wo 
are in the habit of richly repaying for Iho contempt 
with which they look down upon us, it seemed as if 
it was no sacrifice of human life, when these infidels 
wore slain by thousands. Tho burning of the fleet 
in the harbour of Tschesme caused a universal jubilee 
throughout the civilised world ; and every one shared 
the exultation of a victory when, in order to preserve 
a faithful picture of that great event, a sliip-of-war was 
actually blown up on the roads of Livorno, before tho 
studio of an artist. Not long after this, a young 
Noi-thern king, to establish his own authority, seized 
tho reins of government out of the hands of an oli- 
garch}'. The aristocrats he overthrew were not la- 
mented, for aristocracy finds no favour with the public, 
since it is in its nature to work in silence, and it Ls 
tho move secure the less talk it creates about itself ; 
and in this case the people thought all the better of 
tho young king, since, in order to balance tho enmity 
of tho higher ranks, ho was obliged to favour tho 
lower, and to conciliate their good will. 

Tho lively interest of the world was still more 


35 ° 


TRUTH AND FICTION 


independence a P i° P i le - prepared to effeot tlioii' 

Abead y had it witnessed a welcome 

had Ions eff “ fc 0U “ smail soale: Corsica 

directed^ VinV 1° P °J Dt t0 vdllcl ' ad eyes were 
cureoted, Paoh, when, despairing of ever tains able 

Germny°to p S 1 Pat f' i0 » desigu8 ' lle passed 
he was fi n §i an d, attracted and won all hearts; 

friendlL,, e “ Cei '' f!lir ’ ful1 of S™ 0B a » d 

w iere ta ; t „i S 7 h ? “ the of Bethumnn, 
cheerful cnf^rf 1 » ° Vt time ’ and received with 
to see him r l 7 tho eui ' 10 “ s visitors who tlirongod 
peated £ » D ° W Slmilar CT ents were to be ro- 

the Americans all ' 1Ual ' t91 ' °f the 8 lol)e: '™ wished 
..h ot ® and the names of Franklin 

“lment U ofn D i> egan ‘° sWne “ d taftS 

eompUshed to? WBr - M “ch “ been ao- 

now when in w PI '° TO the 00nditiou of humanity ; and 
evinced the w . “ oe > a n0w and benevolent sovereign 
removal of if IDteDt ? ons ° f devoti “g M»»U to the 

0 f introrinn - maa y abuses, and to the noblest ends, 

political ^ 8 8 i' egukl ' “ d offieient si-stem of 

power and Tf°Z : ° f aU urbitrmy 

brJhLt Ws « g , al ° ne by law aad justice- tho 

youth promised ifcsalf'n °!T * 'jf W0lld > aad oonfl dont 
noble elf and to aU “ aD!dnd a bright and 

**«■*?*» sSTJ pa t « 

S.'s “ “ - -i Urs 

r '““-a. •» 

upwards of a hundred yeara had taT f c “ formed fo !' 
m spite of mn nv WQ ,.„ a S , ^ ad been ful ty preserved 

varied gradation Vranks^which™ 1 ^ 0118 ; f Ugl . ,ly 
fKo i > Which, instead nf imlrimrt 



all, from the highest to tho lowest, — from the em- 
peror to the Jew. If Urn sovereign princes stood 
in a subordinate relation to tho emperor, still their 
electoral rights and immunities, thereby acquired and 
maintained, were a full compensation. Moreover, the 
highest nobility belonged exclusively to the. agnates 
of the royal houses ; so that, in tho enjoyment of their 
distinguished privileges, they could look upon them- 
selves ns equal with the highest, uud even superior to 
them in some sense, since, as spiritual electors, they 
might take precedence of all others, and, as branches 
of the sacred heirarchy, hold an honourable and 
uncontested rank. 

If, now, we think of the extraordinary privileges 
which those ancient houses enjoyed, not only in their 
old patrimonial estates, but also in the ecclesiastical 
endowments, tho knightly orders, tho official adminis- 
tration of the empire, and the old brotherhoods and 
alliances for mutual defence and protection, we can 
vainly conceive that this great body of influential men, 
fueling themselves at onco subordinated to and coordi- 
nate with the highest, and occupying their days with 
a regular round of employments, might well bo con- 
tented with their situation, and would without further 
anxiety seek only to secure and transmit to their 
successors tho same comforts and prerogatives. Nor 
was this class deficient in intellectual culture. Already 
for more than a century the decided proofs of high 
training in military and political science had been 
discernible in our noble soldiers and diplomatists. 
But at the samo time there were many minds, who, 
through literary and philosophical studies, had arrived 
at views not over favourable to the existing state of 
things. 

In Germany scarcely any one had as yet learned 
to look witli onvy on that monstrous privileged class, 
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and the sciences, and by these pursuits, ns woll as by 
tho practice of the mechanic aits, so closely 2’clatcd to 
them, bad raised themselves to a position of impor- 
tance, which fully balanced its political inferiority : tho 
free or half-free cities favoured this activity, whiles 
individuals felt a certain quiet satisfaction in it. Tho 
man who increased his wealth, or enhanced his intel- 
lectual influence, especially in matters of law or stnto, 
could always be sure of enjoying both respect and 
authority. In the supremo courts of the empire, 
and, indeed, in all others, a learned bench stood 
parallel with tho noble; the uncontrolled oversight 
of the one managed to keep in harmony with tho 
deepest insight of the other, and experience could 
never detect a trace of rivalry between thorn ; tho 
noble felt secure in his exclusive and time-hnl lowed 
privileges, and the burgher felt it beneath his dignity 
to strive for a semblance of thorn by a little prefix 
to his name. 1 The merchant, tho manufacturer, had 
enough to do to keep pace with those of othor nations 
in progress and improvement. Leaving out of the 
accouut the usual temporary fluctuations, wo may 
certainly say that it was on the whole a time of puro 
advance, such as had not appeared before, and such as, 
on accouut of another and greater progress, both of 
mind and things, could not loQg conlinno. 

My position with regard to the higher classes at 
this time was very favourable. In “ AVerther,” to bo 
sure, the disagreeable circumstances which aviso just 
at the boundary between two distinct positions, wove 
descanted upou with soma impatience; but this was 
overlooked in consideration of the generally passionate 

l Tho ” von," which in Germany those who are ennobled prefix 
to their surnames. 
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no roleroiion lo any iiiiiuodiulo oiled. 

Hut. "(!iit/ von llcrlichingon " hud net him ipiilo 
right with thu upper oIussom: whatever 
might he charged upon my curlier literary product imm, 
in lliiM work I hud with great learning mid murli 
felicity dopiclod ilu* old licemuu cntiHliuilum, with its 
in vinlithh' iMiipi’ltii ul thi' head, with ilu nmny degrees 
itf nobility, mid it knight who, in n limn nf general 
lusvh'Humviu, hud deienniued uu u private mun lu mT 
uprightly, if imt lawfully, and (him fell into u vary 
Hurry predicament. This complicated ulmy, Imwcvor, 
wuu nut mnilrlu'd fmui llm air, hut founded »»n hut; 
it wan eheeit'nl, lively, and cnusegmmlly hern and 
thorn a lillln nmdem; hut it was, iinvoilliolc w, mt thu 
whnln, in lint muttn xpiril in thu hvuvn and capable 
man had with muhiu degree nf skill act it furtli in hia 
mvil Jllimitivu. 

Tint fnmily at ill llomiahed: its volution lu thu 
(•’ninkish knighthood had remained in all ilu in- 
tegrity; although that relation, liku many otlmra at 
that limn, might, have grown numnwlmt faint and 
numiiial. 

Now all at unco ihu lillln dream nf .)a\l, and Um 
oitallit nf .laxUiaUHon, anpiiiod a puetinil importation: 
limy, iih woll an Ihu city-hull uf lloilhrojiii, wnro vimtod 
hy travellers. 

It was known ihitl I hud a mind to wriln uf nthnr 
points uf (hat hid m ien) period; ami many a family, 
which ouuhl readily doduon llioir origin from that 
tiino. Imped to hoc their unccdniM brought to tlm light 
in lint Ha mu way. 

A film n go NiliMfiiciiun in generally felt, whan a 
writer foliriiunHly hriiigH a uuIuui'h hialory lu iln rnoul- 
lurtimi: men rejoice in tin' virtues uf Limit* iiiiookIoi'h, 
and Hiuilo at tin' failings which they believe limy 
UiumKulvoM have lung ainoo gut rid uf. Such a doliim* 
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own, and not be counted among the factitious nobility, 
contented with what I have received from my ances- 
tors. On the contrary, T would add to those advan- 
tages something of my own, which may, from me, pass 
over to my posterity. 

"Therefore, in my studies and efforts, I proceed in 
opposition to the opinion of those who consider that 
what actually exists is enough ; for to me nothing of 
that sort is enough, according to what I have already 
confessed to you of my ambition in this respect. And 
I here avow that I do not envy those who, starting 
from the lowest stations, have climbed higher than 1 ; 
for on this point I by no means agree with those of 
my own rank, who are wont to sneor at persons, who, 
of a lower origin, have, by their own talents, raised 
themselves to eminence, For tlmso with perfect right 
are to be preferred to us, who have seized for them- 
selves and taken possession of the material of glory, 
which wo ourselves neglected : they may bo the sons 
of fullors or of tanners; hut they have contrived to 
attain Ihoir ends, by struggling with greater di faculties 
than wo should have had against us. Tire ignorant 
man, that envies him who by his knowledge has dis- 
tinguished himsolf, is not only to bo called a fool, but 
is to be reckoned among the miserable — indeed, among 
tho most miserable; and with this disease aro our 
nobles especially affected, tlmt they look with an evil 
cyo upon such accomplishments. For what, in God’s 
name ! Is it to onvy one who possesses that which we 
have despised ? Why have we not applied ourselves 
to tho law ? Why have wo not ourselves this excellent 
learning, the best arts ? And now fullers, shoemakers, 
and wheelwrights have got ahead of us. Why have 
wo forsaken our post, why left the most liberal studies 
to hired servants and (shamefully for us!) to the very 
lowest of tho people ? Most justly has that inheritance 






While, of the free imperial cities, the northern could 
boast of an extended commerce, but the southern, 
declining in commercial importance, cultivated the arts 
and manufactures with more success, Frankfort-on-the- 
Main exhibited a somewhat mixed character, combin- 
ing the results of trade, wealth, and capital with the 
passion for learning, aud its collection of works of art. 

The Lutheran Confession controlled its government: 
the ancient lordship of the Gan, now bearing the name 
of the house of Limburg; the house of Fmuenstein, orig- 
inally only a club, but, during tho troubles occasioned 
by tho lower classes, faithful to the side of intelligence ; 
the jurist, aud. others well to do and well disposed, — 
none was excluded from the magistracy : even those 
mechanics who had upheld the cause of order at a 
critical time were eligible to the council, though they 
were only stationary in their place. The other con- 
stitutional counterpoises, formal institutions, and what- 
ever olso belongs to such a constitution, afforded 
employment to tho activity of many persons; while 
trade and manufacture, in so favourable a situation, 
found no obstacle to their growth and prosperity. 

Tho higher nobility kept to itself, unenvied and 
almost unnoticed: a second class pressing close upon 
it was forced to be more active, and, resting upon old 
wealthy family foundations, sought to distinguish itsolf 
by political and legal learning. 

The members of the so-called Reformed persuasion 
(Calvinists) composed, like the refugees in other places, 
a distinguished class, and, when they rode out in fine 
equipages on Sundays to tlioir sorvico in lioekonheim, 
seemed almost to celebrate a sort of triumph over tho 
citizen’s party, who had tho privilege of going to church 
on foot in good weather and in bad. 

The Roman Catholics were scarcely noticed, but they 
also were aware of tho advantages which the other two 
confessions bad appropriated to themselves. 



EIGHTEENTH BOOK. 


Returning to literary mattcvB, I must bring forward 
a circumstance which hacl great influence on tho Gor- 
man poetry of this period, and which is especially 
worthy of remark, because this very influence him 
lasted through the history of our poetic art to the 
present day, and will not be lost even in the future. 

From the earlier times, the Germans wore accus- 
tomed to rhyme: it had this advantage in its favour, 
that oue could proceed in a vory naive manner, scarcely 
doing more than count the syllables. If, with the 
progress of improvement, attention began more or less 
instinctively to be paid also to the sense and significa- 
tion of the syllables, this was highly praiseworthy, amt 
a merit which many poets contrived to make their 
own. The rhyme was made to mark tho closo of the 
poetical proposition: the smaller divisions wore indi- 
cated by shorter lines, and a naturally refined oar 
began to make provision for variety and grace. But 
now all at once rhyme was rejected before it was con- 
sidered that the value of the syllables had not as )’«'t 
been decided, indeed that it was a difficult thing to 
decide. Klopstock took tho lead. How earnestly ho 
toiled, and what lie has accomplished, is well known. 
Every one felt the uncertainty of the matter; many 
did not like to run a risk; and, stimulated by tbia 
natural tendency, they snatched at a poetic pvofiu. 
Gessner’s extremely charming Idylls opened an endlcSH 
path. Klopstock wrote the dialogue of ° Hormmm’H 
Schlachl” (“Hermann’s Fight") in prose, as well an 



>er Tod Adams ” {“ The Death of Adam ”). Through 
i domestic tragedies as well as the mom classic 
imas, a style more lofty ami more impassioned 
ned possession of the theatre; whilo, on tlm other 
id, the iambic verse of five feot, which tho cxumplo 
tho English had spread among us, was reducing 
isy to proso. But in general tho demand for rhythm 
\ for rhyme could not bo silenced. Rainier, though 
iceediug on vague principles (as ho was always 
Mjro with respect to his own productions), could not 
Ip exercising the same severity upon those of others. 

! transformed proso into verse, altered and improved 
3 works of others, by which means ho earned little 
inks, and only confused tho matter still more. 
osg succeeded host who still conformed to the old 
stoni of rhyme with a certain observance of syllable 
anlity, and who, guided by a natural taste, obsorved 
vs though unexpressed aud undetermined ; as, for 
unplo, Wiolftml, who, although inimitable, for 
long time served ns a model to more moderate 
outs. 

Bub still in any case the practice remained uneor- 
n ; and there was no ono, even among tho best, who 
glib not for the moment have gone astray. Hence 
3 misfortune, that this epoch of our poetic history, 
peculiarly rich in genius, produced little which, in 
kind, could bo pronounced correct: for here also 
3 time was stirring, advancing, active, and calling for 
provoment, but not rellective, and satisfying its own 
piircniouts. 

In order, however, to find a firm soil on which poetic 
nius might find a footing — to discover an element 
which they could breathe freely, they had gone back 
me centuries, whore earnest talents wero brilliantly 
eminont amid a chaotic state of tilings ; and thus 
ey made friends with the poetic art of those times, 
ic Minnesingers lay too far from us; it would havo 
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i iiftcf, in imitation oc an old Oreminn puppet-play, 
invented a wild extravaganza , which was lo bear the 
title of “ Hanswurst’s Hochroit " (“J nek Pudding’s 
Wedding”). 1 The scheme was as follows: HtniswursL, 
a rich young fanner and an orphan, has just como of 
age, and wishes to marry a rich maiden, tmmed Ursol 
1 Mainline. ITis guardian, Kilian Briist/leck (. Leather - 
apron), and her mother, Ursol, aro highly pleased with 
tho purpose. Their long-cherished plans, their dearest 
wishes, are at last fulfilled and gratified. There is not 
the slightest obstnelo ; and properly the whole interest 
turns only upou this, that the young people’s ardour 
for their union is delayed by tho necessary arrange- 
ments and formalities of the occasion. As prologue, 
enlors the inviter to tho wedding festivities, who pro- 
claims the banns after the traditional fashion, and ends 
with the rhymes, 

Tito wedding-feast is at tho house 
Of mine host of tho Golden Louse. 

To obviate the charge of violating the unity of place, 
the aforesaid tavern, with its glittering insignia, was 
placed in the background of the theatre, but so that all 
its four aides could bo presented to view by being 
turned upon a peg; and, as it was moved around, the 
front scones of tho stage had to undergo corresponding 
changes. 

In tho first act the front of the house facing the 
street was turned to tho audience, with its golden sign 
magnified as it were by tho solar microscopo; in the 
second aet, tho side toward the garden. The third was 
toward a little wood ; the fourth toward a neighbouring 
lake, which gave rise to a prediction, that in aftor- 
timos the decorator would have little difficulty in carry- 

1 Ilanswnrst, is tho old German buffoon, whose name answers 
to tho English “Jack redding.” — Thass. 



box. 

But all this does not as yet reveal the peculiar iulor- 
est of the piece. The principal joke which was cnnied 
out, even to an absurd length, arose from the fuel Unit 
the whole dramatis persona : cousisted of uuiro tradi- 
tional German nicknames, which at onco brought out 
the characters of the individuals, and determined their 
relations to ono another. 

As we would fain hope that the present book will bo 
read aloud in good society, and even in docent family 
circles, wo cannot venture, after ihe custom of ovory 
playbill, to name our persons here in order, nor to eito 
the passages in which they most clearly and promi- 
nently showed themselves in their Imo colours; »l- 
though, in the simplest way possible, lively, roguish, 
broad allusions, and witty jokes, could not but arise. 
We add ono leaf as a specimen, leaving our editors the 
liberty of deciding upon its admissibility. 

Cousin Seh uft (scamp), through his relationship to 
the family, was entitled to an invitation to the fonKl; 
no ono had anything to say agaiust it; for though ho 
was a thoroughly good-for-nothing follow, yet them 
ho was; and, sinco ho was thero, they could not with 
propriety leave him out; on such a feast-day, loo, 
they were not to remember that they had occasionally 
been dissatisfied with him. 

With Master Sohnrke (knave), it was a still moro 
serious case: he had, indeed, been useful to the family, 
when it was to his own profit; on the other hand, 
again, he had injured it, perhaps, in this case, also with 
an eye to his own interests, porhaps, too, because ho 
found an opportunity. Those who woro anyways pru- 
dent voted for his admission : the few who would linvo 
excluded him wove out-voted. 

But there was a third person, about whom it \v»« 
still more difficult to decide; an orderly man in sooi- 


ety, no less than othors, obhgmg, agreeable, useful iu 
many ways : he had a single failing, that he could not 
bear his name to bo mentioned, and, as soon as lie 
heard it, was instantaneously transported into a heroic 
fury, like that which the Northmen call “ Berserker- 
rago,” attempted to kill all right and left, and in his 
frenzy hurt others and received hurt himself ; indeed, 
the second act of the piece was brought, through him, 
to a very perplexed termination. 

Here was an opportunity, which I could not allow to 
pass, for chastising the piratical publisher Macklot. Ho 
is introduced going about hawking his Macklot wares; 
and, when he hears of the preparation for the wedding, 
ho cannot resist the impulse to go sponging for a 
dinner, and to stuff his raveniug maw at other people’s 
expense. He announces himself: Kiliau Bmstileck 
inquires into his claims, but is obliged to refuse him, 
since it was an understanding that all the guests should 
bo well-known public characters, to which recommen- 
dation the applicant can make no claim. Macklot does 
his best to show that- ho is as renowned ns any of them. 
But when Kilian Brustlleck, as a strict master of cere- 
monies, shows himself immovable, the nameless person, 
who has recovered from his Berserker- rage at the end 
of the second act, espouses the cause of his near rela- 
tive, the book-pirate, so urgently, that the lattor is 
finally admitted among the guests. 

About this time the Counts Stolbcrg arrived at 
Fraukforl: they were on a journey to Switzerland, 
and wishod to mako us a visit. Tho earliest produc- 
tions of my dawning talent, which appeared in the 
Qollingcn Mu scnulvi a uack, had led to my forming a 
friendly relation with them, and with all those other 
young mon whoso characters and labours are now well 
known. At Unit time rather strange ideas were enter- 
tained of friendship and love. They applied thcmselvos 



vacity of youth, which led lo a mutual association and 
to an interchange of minds, full indeed of talent, but 
nevertheless uncultivated. Such a mutual relation, 
which looked indeed like confidence, was mistaken for 
love, for gonuiue inclination : 1 deceived myself iu this 
as well as others, and have, in more than one way, 
suffered from it many years. There is still in existence 
a letter of Burger’s belonging to that time, from which 
it may be seen, that, among these companions, there 
was no question about the moral aesthetic. Every one 
felt himself excited, and thought that he might act and 
poetise accordingly. 

Tiie brothers arrived, bringing Count Haugwitz with 
them. They were received by me with open, heart, 
with kindly propriety. They lodged at the hotel, but 
were generally with us ut dinner. The first joyous 
meeting proved highly gratifying, but troublesome 
eccentricities soon manifested themselves. 

A singular position arose for my mother. In her 
ready, frank way, she could carry herself back to the 
Middle Ages at once, and take the part of Aja with 
some Lombard or Byzantine princess. They called her 
nothing else than Tian Aja, and sho was pleased with 
the joke ; entering tho more heartily into the fantasies 
of youth, as sho believed she sa%v her own portrait in 
the lady of Gotz von Berlichingeu. 

But this could not last long. We had dined to- 
gether but a few times, when once, after enjoying glass 
after glass, our poetic hatred for tyrants showed itself ; 
and sve avowed a thirst for the blood of such villains. 
My father smiled, and shook his head : my mother had 
scarcely heard of a tyrant in hor life ; however, sho 
recollected having seen tho copperplato engraving of 
such a monster in Gottfried’s Chronicles, viz., King 
Cambyses, whom ho describes ns having shot with an 
arrow the little son of an enemy through tho heart, 


stood in her moinory. To give a cheerful turn to tho 
conversation, which continually grew more violent, she 
betook herself to her cellar, where her oldest wines lay 
carefully preserved in largo casks. There sho had in 
store no less treasure than tho vintages of 1706, ’19, 
*26, and ’48, all under her own especial watch and 
ward, which were soldom broached except on solemn 
festive occasions. 

As sho set before us the rich-coloured wine in the 
polished dccautor, she exclaimed, " Hero is the true 
tyrant’s blood ! Glut yourselves with this, but let all 
murdorous thoughts go out of my house ! ” 

“ Yes, tyrant’s blood indeed!” I cried: “there is no 
greater tyrant than the one whose heart's blood is hero 
sot before you. Kegale yourselves with it, but use 
moderation ; for bowaro lest he subdue you by bis 
spirit and agreeable taste! The vine is the universal 
tyrant, who ought to be rooted up: let us therefore 
choose and reverence as our patron saint the holy 
Lyeurgus, tho Thraeiau ; ho set about the pious work 
in earnest; and, though at last blinded and corrupted 
by the infatuating domon Bacchus, ho yet deserves to 
stand high in the army of martyrs above. 

“ This vine is the very vilest tyrant, at once an op- 
pressor, a flatterer, and a hypocrite. The first draughts 
of l»is blood are sweetly rolishing, but ono drop inces- 
santly entices another after it : they succeed eacli other 
like n necklace of pearls, which one fears to pull apart.” 

If I should he suspected hero of substituting, as the 
best historians have done, a fictitious speech for the 
actual address, I can only express my regret that no 
shorthand writer had taken down this peroration at 
once, and handed it down to us. The thoughts would 
be found ilia same, but the flow of the language per- 
haps moro graceful and attractive. Abovo all, how- 
ever, in the present sketch, as a whole, there is a want 



faculty will carry it. 

In a city like Frankfort, one is placed in a strange 
position: strangers, continually crossing each other, 
point to every region of the globe, and awaken a pas- 
sion for travelling. On many au occasion before now 
I had shown an inclination to bo moving ; and now at 
the very moment when the great point was, to make 
an oxperiment whether T could renounce) Lilli — when 
a certain painful disquiet unfitted mo for all regular 
buaiuess, the proposition of the Stolbergs, that I should 
accompany them to Switzerland, was welcome. Stim- 
ulated, moreover, by the exhortations of my father, 
who looked with pleasure on the idea of my travelling 
in that direction, and who advised mo not to omit to 
pass over into Italy if a suitable occasion should offer 
itself, I nt once decided to go, and soon had everything 
packed for the journey. With some intimation, hut 
without leave-taking, I separated myself from Lilli : 
she had so grown into my heart, that I did not believe 
it possible to part myself from her. 

In a few hours I found myself with my merry fol- 
low travellers in Darmstadt. Even at court we should 
not always act with perfect propriety : here Count 
Haugwitz took the lead. He was the youngest of us 
all, well formed, of a delicate but noble appearance, 
with soft, friendly features, of an equable disjmsition, 
sympathising enough, but with so much moderation, 
that, contrasted with ns, he appeared qnito impasaiblo. 
Consequently, he had to put up with all sorts of jibes 
and nicknames from them. This was all very well, so 
long as they believed that they might act like children 
of nature ; but as soon as occasion called for propriety, 
and when one was again obliged, not unwillingly, to 
put on the reserve of a count, then he knew how 
to introduce and to smooth over everything ; so that 
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lira. 1 ran fancy, 1 1 ml if, nflor llm modern fashion, 
Him laid am rounded l In* ni*i«i*i pm l nf her fum with 
rmln, mid clulfnd 1 u*» Icliiplcs mid chunks with rilij'- 
ltitM, aim would huvo found herself unao uj'ieeuhle 
Imfuru llm minor, without lour of diNplomdnp ullmrn uh 
well us licruelf. Tin’ll, I linn w an (ho j*iuvc fault, llutl 
hor akin was aeldimi elo.m, iui ovil which front hot 
youth up, hy i.»mn demoniacal fatality, was most huio 
to almw itself ‘>n all fo ilul nnmdnini, ntnl at corncila, 
hill la, mol ollmr purl its. 

In njiiln of (ht’Mo drawbacks, oho j’ludimlly iiauhi 
hor way, Imwovor, in h»*r hi’Un* mnl milder ipmlilie.s 
showed (Imin*, elves imn n c I i • * l i m » * ( 1 y . 

A linn i lmiurti'r not nnily nail in||pt|, a mail that 
»y input liis-M mnl needed sympathy, a highly cultivated 
iniinl, Him unpi»i»*m»nil-i mul (uU’hIh, maun knowledge 
of Imijpiuj'es mnl a ir.uly j*cu, nil liman »dm poa. 
hi”hi<( 1 ; no that, if .’dm had hnui more lichly favoured 
with outward rhurnn, aha would have henli uiiioiij' I ho 
woitum ino .t :naij,jht idler in hnr ilay. 

Meade i all llm, I Inn u in one utinnpo thinj' In ho 
lin’iil iinird : llnMo \vu*i not llm nliphleul lotioh of ueii- 
mini p,n-.i*iii in hor nalnio. .She had j;iown up with 
mu, and hud n*» ofhuv wish than l»» continue and pans 
hor lifo in lliia frulcnml union. Since my loturn front 
llm antdonty wo had hron iiiMepurnhlo; willt llm iimat 
unreserved nmlldoiint wo uhaiod all ottr thoughts, feel- 
inj.pi. and httunaita, and nvoit lift' most incidental and 
pitsmnji iniptO ' dona of every ueridi'iital cireti mala nee, 
Wlimi I wont lo Wi’l/lar, llm loneliness of (ho liotino 
without urn seemed iie'Up|wutuhlo : my friend Sell humor, 
noillmr unknown nor mpu^nanl to llm m»ud ^irl, 
Hioppod inlo my place. In him, unfortnimlidy, Llm 
laotiiorly itHcclmii chunked into a dooidnl, and, to 
jtidjm from hia strictly millions character, proh* 

uhly a llrat, pinnimi, Ilcje llmro wna found what poo- 
nla will aa l/oikI n mul* h m could ha wished : mid inv 
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hr waa Min' of Ilia uj'|H*iiitUM*ul uiuh'r (ho (hand 
• id I hnli’ii, indent, if hum would litlm it- ho, until 
ir* mtmilly uulnl. Tlio um.wrr to hm ii| >pl i- 
ii, howi’Vrr, w in ilrluynl in nil imndihlr nmnnrr. 
limy r\|'i«*-.a my coiiji iluiM mi iho imiltrr, (ho 
■ Srhhri -'T, »ihh» limit of hmniirv. jm hr \vir< p waa 
llmlm, oil am ill lit nf hia ifiiwtlt ij-jht intrant y, 
thlr nrithri to (hr jailor lift u M'lviiul, imiiHili- 
jii ion(n< (. wilh hiinurll, hi n* In (ho min io( or, who 
Iraa llhrd lo Imvr to liohr;il. a romljillor lirar to 
Ilia I*\prr(ril and rarur>.||y iliv.il i‘il i|| i| h ijiil liirlll 
tll‘1 tllir wiltt hr Vi ‘l* lillril U|». |iut (hr llrllty WllH 
Mini (o tor win* 1 1 (hr |>la« r of ii|i|n*r haililV in 
1 1 k i n l i i if ** * n hn ,mtii Vio ant ami hr waa iuMnnlly 
Ini ha* il. Tima itn olliro of toiirli dignity ami 
, wtri now* fill i ti'.l «■« l (o hint, for whirh lm hml 
it liintM'lf fall) . Il Hiruiril mlirnly 

l to hi*> tirilr, hia iimilr of in*! ion, lo tilaml hrro 
, (o lil t ui roiilin^ to Ilia own miivirl ion, ami to ho 
lr-.|>j»ji»)ih}r fo| rvriyl llillff, wJirlhri* for juai'ir or 

l». 

lm ohjrilimia rotthl hr i.iiard lo Ilia n*rc|i| inf{ 
i|»rr, my iihtrr had (o hdlow It i in, not imlrrtl (o a 
I raidriM'r, ita ahr had lioju-d, hut (o u J'larr whirl) 
Imvr f>rrini‘d to I ii'l" It Holitmh*, a tlraril J to it 
inj.(, Hj'.o iotnt lo Ih» mi i r, with alt nll'uial dignity, 
nla(r|y, hut. «h‘'i( il tit" of all rlmlico of norirLy. 
i yotnut htdira, with whom aim Inal riiitivnlril an 
fiiriiihthi|». follow' d li'*r (lirir : iintl, iih (lm ( inorji 
y wa a Idr'Mrd with malty danjdilriti, thrar run* 
i to a(ay with ln*r in tmu; no (hut, in (,1m midnt 
i ll )*t ivalion, nltr iilwuyn riijoyrd Llm jumna r of 
ift olio loll}' t MU led ftiritd. 


which, although very passable in its way, was not 
suited for tho reception of distinguished society, stick- 
ing hor, as it were, between a well-disposed, but unsoci- 
able, precise, and formal, father, and a mother extremely 
active in her domestic matters, who, after the house- 
hold business of tho day was over, would not like to 
be disturbed over somo notable bit of work by ft 
friendly conversation with forward and refined young 
girls. On the othor hand, she in a lively manner act 
Lilli’s position before mo; for partly in my letlors, 
partly in a confidential but impassioned conversation, I 
imd told her everything to a hair. 

Unfortunately her description was only a circum- 
stantial and well-meant completion of what a gossiping 
frieud, in whom, by degrees, all confidence ceased to 
ho placed, had contrived, by mentioning ft few charac- 
teristic traits, to insinuate iuto hor mind. 

1 could promise her nothing, although I was obliged 
to confess that she had convinced me. I wont on with 
that enigmatic feeling iu iny heart, with which pas- 
sion always nourishes itself; for the child Cupid clings 
obstinately to the garmont of Hope, even whon sho is 
preparing with long stops to flee away. 

The only thing betweon this place and Zurich which 
I uow clearly remember is the falls of the Rhine at 
Schuffhauson. A mighty cascade here gives tho indi- 
cation of the mountainous region which wo designed to 
enter, where, each step becoming steeper and inoro 
difficult, wo should have laboriously to clamber up 
the heights. 

The view of the lake of Zurich, which wo enjoyed 
rom tho gate of the “Sword? is still before me: I say 
from the gate of the tavern; for, without stopping to 
enter it, I hastened to La voter. He gave me u choor- 
u and hearty reception, and was, I must confess, 



extremely : colliding, considerate, kind, ami 

olovuLiiif' was his hearing; indeed, it would In- impos- 
whin exjieet anything rim* of him. Him wife, with 
somewhat singular, 1ml fu«t<*n«*, tenderly pious, exprra- 
moil of it'iiiili'iiiiiiri’, fully hanunuiMiul, like, everything 
else iihutil him, with Ids way of think iii]^ ami living. 

Our lilsl ami perhaps nnly llamm nf conversation 
wn» his system »»f physiognomy. Thu lirsl part of this 
reiimikuMo work was, if 1 mistake not, already printed, 
nr ul leant Hear its completion. It might ho naid In 
Im at «*nri» stumped ssith genius, and yet empirintl; 
methodical, hut still ill its instances incomplete and 
partial, I was strangely rnuheeled with il: Divider 
wauled all tlm world for et*«i|M-ial«iiH ami sympathisers. 
During hia liuvehi up the Ithine. ho laid pmtiaitM taken 
of a gieal many di.-dingnished men, in older lo e\rif,« 
their peimaml inleiesl in a work in whieh they were 
In appear, lie proceeded in llm name way with in lint m ; 
Im called upon oVi-iy mie In maid him drawings fur 
illustrations. Tin* latter came, ami many were not 
exactly suited for his puipose. So, loo, lie had cop- 
perplates engraved iti ail pails, which seldom turned 
out chuinclerislir copies. Much labour had hreu 
liesfowed on his pall: with money and e.xejijoiis of 
all kinds, an impoiliiiil work was now ready, and full 
honour was doin’ to physiognomy. Ihil when in a 
great volume, ilhtstiated hy examples, pliysiogmuuy, 
founded on dodline, was lo set up its eliiiniH to llm 
dignity of acienee, it was found llml not a single pie- 
turn said what it ought to say: all the plates laid to 
lie eeiiHiired or to Im taken with except imm, Hone to hn 
praised, hut only loleiatM ; many, indeed, were ipiilo 
uUeri’d hy the explanations. For me, who in all my 
studies sought a linn hailing hefme I went further, I 
leal imw to perform mm of tjm most painful tanka 
which industry could he set lo. I.et the render judge. 
The manuscript, with impressions of the platen in- 



put in what I liked. However, 1 made a very moder- 
ate use of this liberty. In one instance he had iut re- 
duced a long and violent piece of controversy against 
an unjust orator, which I left out, and substituted n 
cheerful poem about nature ; for this he scolded mo, 
but afterward, when he had cooled down, approved of 
what I had done. 

Whoever turns over the four volumes of physiog- 
nomy, and (what he will not repent of ) reads them, 
may conceive the interest there was in our interviews, 
during which, as most of the plates contained in it 
were already drawn, and part of them had been en- 
graved, we examined, and decided on those fit to bo 
inserted in the work, and considered the ingenious 
means by which those, which did not exactly tally 
with its priuciplcs, might be made instructive and 
suitable. 

"Whenever at present I look through the work of 
Lavater, a comic, merry feeling comes over me: it 
seems as if I saw before me the shadows of men 
formerly known to mo, over whom I once fretted, and 
in whom 1 find little satisfaction now. 

The possibility, however, of retaining, in some sort, 
much that otherwise would have been unsuitable, was 
owing to the fine and decided talent of the sketches 
and engrave? 1 , Lips. He was, in fact, born for tbe freo 
prosaic representation of the actual, which was pre- 
cisely the thing wanted in this caso. He worked 
under a singularly exacting physiognomist-, and there- 
fore was obliged to look sharp to approximate to tho 
demands of his master: the clever peasant boy felt tho 
whole responsibility of working for a clerical gentleman 
from a city so highly privileged, and gave his best caro 
to the business. 

Living in a separate house from my companions, I 


•infiM \V«*l«* t|<> Imi^m* lllilim ti]lil<ill>;)l in 

ily wo Mill up wmii' iiihuriiuiMs With nil 
HTupmrn nf ytnin;; nninli, llmv 1 m« l hmtmitvil 
Li*!’ with u vi .it, u ml it] •( N*ai i't| to (In* ilfiil pliyui- 
in i^C mu iim'wI ml- ihttmmil fimit wliul limy «lul In 
est « • f till' \\ "l 1*1. Ih* Hpnkn Ui Mm ilhnllt. ( )lt*m J 
I ri'iut’iiihi'r t jii it *» w •’ll, Ihul, »|H<;ikinp t nf hi-upuM 
tMf(, In 1 i*\rluium»l, " I kimw hnl wliul y*iu nil 
i: Im i*< ii ii"hl**, i'v* ••Ihuit yi'iith, uml full «»f 
L; lull V"U liuvu ili'diu ilwil him t«i nm ir« u lirin, 
lli’ii’iih* * ; mill I Imvn m* v*»r in my lifu wth w 
; im«l mmn Hmrulim yminj» limn, nm, jf nml Im, 
umn i*n *ilv inlhmiit ml. J um ;■ t ill hu fimn Imviii^ 
■il ii rlriir j'hy.'i»'>’M«'mi»ul ju*h*m»ml i>f him; 1ml 
»r ymt nml uli t l»«i t *'•<! , ym mn in u fuj.' 
i*llmr. M 

un* ttUVulmV jniitimy nu tlm l.uwm Ithiim, llm 
n iiilrintl in him mi l h i*» phyun^intmifttl »*l 
{•ii’ittly iuriiu - «••! : viulmn * «f nil kihIh **« «»wil«*«l 
him ; mu (1ml )m f*'lt in junim uml mnhm in "''i ii ul 
; l»«»k»'*l up'iu ii*i llm lii *1 iif I'pmtiml mul iuli’l- 
ul nil'll, mul tlm pmul «>f utUiniimi f«n* 

lli'iim, in uVi'ul i'll vy uml till unpli'inmul. 
igu, )m iimim^nt In minimi mul warn hm vimlm/i 
limy mu*il limit ntlmr i li«tin^iu*h«Ml nmii with 
lulllp IIU‘1 ti’lpnl. 

(hiu, t"*|u«i*iul i»'y l m»l win hiul l" llm lie’ll lin*l~ 
iiu*l, iM i'Miilinply, wi* Wi’in rniiijmlhul l" vi*ut him 
I my mu* y»ii(liful ii*Mjn-.-t*t In him. Ih’ livni mi ti 
iilmvi' lh«’ Imjjjn nr nhl Inwn, wlimh luy mi llm 
> hunk, wlmn* ihn lukn rmituml't its wulmu jnln 
.i I lllllilt . Wn riii'Hi'il llm nhl InWIl, lllul, hy it piilh 
huiMiiK* hli>«*}i.'r tiiul uli'rprr, ill lmil iiMi'i*mh'il llm 

il hi'liiml tlm w.illu, whi'ii*, llm fmlithu- 

i utul thu nhl w.ill, u pii'»t**n ul mi hurl* luul 'ipmiift 
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; . ••!»-- 1 . Jl tM.I • I. Vih-l*' 1 * ,l, 8 l*> *«». «‘f 1 It |* l* lit) 

f'l.tlm- , • l * »t.- * l n» It' i r.. '1 « t \s»\U l ho 

I** 1 II >i i11> -* - 1- 1 « - >■ 4 % i *, (t'llllll' 

li t di ll V lent l * it .1*1 It ’’It .■ ■ I . tuJf.ji i>|| hit 

j .nt t’» lti\n *1-*1 »■»-•! l -:-.; 3,‘ > >I< j Ifttu ihii 

tu lli U«- ui 1 ;!/ ^ * .*•■ n ; Um*lty, (nrm 

nut ,i« t(u iuit iii- *•, left* h U l-tir l.ilxiil-i, mnl 

\vr*h Hi j*>v in »*iii fnim.* # «»•>' i 

\Y**. o|» ill*'* nlli» I h'il«*l„ * I i*- l lllitl, llltll Hi || 

1«'lmi^ili;* (** lh** [■ lit! «!■ Is 'I Wt! I. lie' II I* I yrl, ill 
|,|]l* lll'lt'llloilll llee'e*! *>! til'’ Ilf 't 1»!j.'htt > It II l\ tl(i'«I I'llj', 
[II >M I ) III III;* lilt w 1 1* »| * * hh 5 It’lK fit Ilf elwi'lllllj*, 

uml, in lit" ht^lt. 1t»" nit, » 5t,j 1 'V' 1 »» mmy l"ii)j 

yviUrt mirli u vvjih* mu! |-i >[•*•• l l** fiv«1 1 1 in 

Milh uiif.fhiijt ejxli^hl 

it Me*»'HI* t el ItlivUllll^ hill ell «J*1» l me-* 1“ ill*’ l»M ll tit It 
wht'H Wit U«hi**t l'* t-lk«» ci VI** W flolll lltl 

wimlnw nf line Mi'lf*hhi*mil 4 » '»■ * H"l) , tlliel It Illy I lilt 

pl'nMjlii'l ill (ill* e'lh'i’lful *il|ll *> 3 itli**, (lift Ml lh« 1 NVe[, 

*if thi* ynui, it]>]M-ue’»l * jit si** lit* •■mp n<ihl»\ lit*' 
ti*MIIII>MI*h'*l Kill' ll »•( t Si** «t»«|w\ ft>*IH ill" |^r»'‘ll 

Imva ile* w 1 1 l*i th* 1 vvitlxi'** f«1j*«*. <i * vv <’) 1 «ti Hk* Min.illi'C 
ll>wu W’lMMrt lh*t l.iltltllltl, line) ill** wh'*l»* *if ()|I* fi'llil'l 
HiUUfnM, luwitvtl tin* wf*l. lU'lmut u >„ mt lit** Ml, 
Wiim a pint nf llin lakn <*f Xuii* )i, vtilh Hi hnphi, lip* 
plait HiufiM'i*, ami it* ulmh*** finUi^h v.inintf will* 
nllwimlhiH hill tual vulh*y nii*l h**u?hl <iU«i lu%»hl in 
Kivulm* ViuirLy limn tin* ny.* ...nil uk** in, wliifli. 
tlux./.hnl hy Ihirt Kj»1 i*ik him*, ilfli^hte.l (.« h-hI mi tlm 
hlun raiij.pt nf llin loflinr muits v(«titt‘s tit lla* «li**litiii‘i*i 


in mptum uf young iiimi at night of tlm nmr- 
iUH heuuty, which, for ho inuiiy ycuiH, hud daily 
before him, appeared to pleuao llio old poet; Im 
me, ho to apeak, ironically aympulhiaing : ami wo 
•il tho heat of frienda, hut not before a yearning for 
» hluo moiiiituiu heighla hud taken poHacHHinn of 
noli In. 

ow Unit l inn on tho point of leaving our worthy 
iircli, I re murk, for tlm lirat time, that I have an 
tuiil nothin!' of hut form uni! countenance, of bin 
iiucntN, anil bin eurriiiga u ml hearing, 
general, 1 do not think it i|iiilo right for travel- 
to ilcHcriho every dialiiiguiahcd man whom they 
a« if they wuntcil to furninh malerialN for Hilvcr- 
a runaway, N'o one Huflieiently ronaidriH that 
iih only looked at the [•rent man (luring the. mo- 
, of introduction, and then only in Iuh own way; 
that, according to Urn cireuitiHlanceH of the inn* 
,, the hunt limy or not lie wlmt ho i.enmcd, proud 
leek, ni lent or talkative, cheerful or mm one. Jn 
particular nme, however, l may cxcuau mywlf 
the attempt, hy Haying that no verbal deHcriplion 
odlner'a venerable peraun Would convey an inle- 
' iinpreMsinn. Kmluimtely, there exialH u pieture 
m hy(!ount von MallHe, wliieli perfectly rcprcaciilH 
man an he appeared to on, and, indeed, exactly 
irvcH bin peculiar penetrating and rcllcctive look. 

great, not indeed unexpected, hut. ntill highly 
Led, gmtilleation awaited me in Zurich, where I 
my young friend humavunt. Of u rcapcelnhln 
ly of tho Reformed pcrmmmun, nml horn in my 
'o city, he lived in Switzerland, at the fountain- 
of Urn doctrine which he wan afterward In pro- 
i uh a preacher. With a frame not huge, hut 
e, hi« face and bin whole nmimer prommed a quick 


beard were black, liis eyes lively. On the whole, you 
saw iu him a man of some sensitiveness, but of moder- 
ate energy. 

Scarcely had we embraced one another, and ex- 
changed the first greeting, whon he immediately 
proposed to me to visit tho smaller cantons. Having 
himself already walked through them with great de- 
light, he wished, with tho sight of them, to awaken my 
rapture aud enthusiasm. 

While I was talking over, with Lavator, the most 
interesting and important points of ouv common busi- 
ness, until we had nearly exhausted ihem, my lively 
fellow travellors had already sallied forth iu various 
directions, and, in their own fashion, had oxarnined tho 
country. Passavant, receiving and welcoming me with 
hearty friendship, believed that he had gained thereby 
a right to tho exclusive possession of tny society, and 
therefore, in tho absence of my eompauions, contrived 
to entice me to the mountains, tho more easily, since I 
was decidedly inclined to accomplish the long-desired 
ramble iu quiet, and at liberty to follow my own 
whims. Without further deliberation, therefore, wo 
stepped into a boat, aud sailed up the glorious lake on 
a fine clear morning. 

A poem insorted here may give the render somo inti- 
mation of those happy moments : 

And here t drink new blood, fresh food, 

Prom world so free, so blest : 

How sweet is Nature, and how good, 

Who holds me to her breast ! 

The waves are cradling up our boat, 

The oars are beating time ; 

Mountains we meet that seem afloat 
In heavenly olouds sublime. 

Why, my eye, art downward turning? 

Golden dreams, are ye reluming? 



Ihvatn, though (.'oM, I thou ivjti'l • 
IjOVH ulul II fn lii'Vt' iiIhii dwell. 


'Nt'nUi Urn wnvn urn ninkiitjf 
Uluru hum lii'uvon Hpiiriding ; 

Huft whim huhIh imnlrlnl(iii|j 
DIhIhikh tmvorh% (liuJclin^; 

Mnrniutf wind in funtdnj' 

Tituh, liy Urn huy l!mt. root; 

Ami its imugn ni’nmiiug 
Ih Li in rijiutiitit; frail. 

Vernon, 

Wn landed in UichlurHwyl, whom wn had an intro- 
({notion from l.uvatiT to I motor llot/.o. AHapliymninn, 
and a highly inlolli^ont ami houovolent matt, ho on joyed 
/pent oHtnom in )»in immediate tmh'hhourhnod and in 
tint whojo i •non try ; and wo can do no hotter honour to 
bin mommy tlmu liy mfnning to a jhihsii^o in havator’a 
" !*hyHiot , ) noiuy I M which dcne-rilion him. 

After u very honpitahlu milorlainmont, which 1m 
roliovod with a highly ajpcoaldo and inuliuclivo e.onvor- 
nalion, derteribinH to tin tlm noxt ImUint'-plaouH in our 
journoy, wo ancondod tlm moonliiiiiH which lay hufnro 
uh. Whmi wn worn about to dew-end again into Urn 
vulo of Mohimlollc^i, wo ttmiod round to talco in oitr.u 
Hi urn tint charming proapoet over tint lake of Zurich. 

Of my fcoliiij^M at that moment noma idea may bo 
gathered front tJm following linen, whioli, jnBt aa l 
wroto tlmm down, am mill pmmu-vud in a littlo morno- 
niiiduin-bnolc : 

If I, dcimwt Mill, dltl not lovo limn, 

\V)mL doliglit I Hlionld )mvo in thin vlnwl 
And yut worn I, Ulli, nut to love tlnui, 

(.timid liciu, could true MIhh to inn atioruoV 

~ • - ICditor's Vernon, 

Tltia littlo impromptu matlH to mo mom oxpmHmvo 
in itn pruHcnt coutnxl than uh it ntunda hy iUulf in tho 
minted ot >11 notion of mv uooiuh. 
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minis inn mzo in mi', i mi, io nay e.oinHHiiJ, oi mid 
[h mill founders of dill'ormil orders, 
very dillerent suit uf fooling wiim awakened nt tho 
[. of u i*)i i'i't < 1 } u*n i ii^; upon tli is. It wun Mind with 
pie valuables, luifu dedicated and honoured. My 
nt ii hi was lixed hy various golden crowns of re- 
liable workmanship, out of whii'li i contemplated 
oxolnsividy. It was a pointed mown in the stylo 
irmor days, such as mm luay havo soon in pictures 
hi i lusula of niirioiit ipu'ens, Imt of a most tasteful 
l'ii ami "f highly elaborate cxoi'iition, The coloured 
os with wliieh it was studded worn distributed over 
r not opposite t.o piu h otlii'i’ with fjjri’iit ollert unit 
{iiimit: it was, in short, a work of that kind which 
would pioiiuitnro perfect at tho ilr.Ht glance, with- 
wuitiug lo bring out this impression by an appeal 
tin lawn of art. 

n mmli nisps, whom Um art in not recognised, hut 
heart mid mail uro turni'd toward the object: ono 
Id liko to ponsoss tho jowol, that ouo might impart 
sure to others with snob a gift. I begged pormis- 
lo liandln tho litllo crown ; and, as I hold it up 
icctfully in my hand, I could not help thinking 
, 1 should liko to press it upon tho height, glittering 
:h of Lilli, loud Imr hoforn llm mirror, and witness 
own joy in it, and tho luippimisH which she spread 
uni Imr. I havo oftou thought since, that thin scone, 
•aimed hy a skilful paintor, would ho highly touch- 
mid full of moaning. It worn Worth one’s while to 
tlm young king to receive a bride and a now king- 
i iu thin way. 

n order to allow iih all the treasuroa of tho cloister, 
y led uh into a cabinet of natural and artificial 
inaiUoH. I hud then hut little idea of tho valuo of 
Ii IhingH : at that time geognosy, which is ao com- 
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the proeipdmm foot-path, mul arrived l>y ten o’clock at 
Kchwyz. Wo hud become at once weary yot cheerful, 
exhaiiHled yet excited: we eagerly quenched our violent 
tliii'Ht, ami felt mmtclvcN nidi mom umpired. Imagine 
the young man who Imt two yearn before lmd written 
" W miller, “ mid bin Hlill younger friend who Hlill eurlior 
lmd mu! Hint mmarkablo work in mammoript, and had 
ln-en Hlmngoly excited by it, Iraimpoiiod, in Home rc- 
Hjrnct without their knowing it or wmlbug it, into a 
Hlate of nature, and there, in the (:onneinunnesa of rich 
pmverH, viviilly recalling past pHHHionn, clinging to 
lliose of the prcncul, wimping fruillcHH plana, rioting 
through the realm of fancy, and you will be aide to 
form Home conception of our nituation then, which / 
hIiouM not know how to deHcribu if it did not aland 
written in my journal, “ Laughing ami alnmting hinted 
until midnight." 

On the morning of the 1 7th wo huw tho Sohwy/.or- 
Hiikou from mir wimlowH. Around these vaat and 
irregular natural pyramids chmda rone upon clouds. 
At one in tho afternoon we left ttehwyz, on our way to 
the lligi : at two wo were on the Luworzer lake, tho 
aim Hhiuiug hrilliantly on it ami on uh all tho while. 
Vor sheer delight we huw nothing Two Bloul mnidmiB 
guided the heat: that looked pretty, and wo made no 
objection. We arrived upon tho inland, on which llioy 
«ay once lived the former lord of the caatlo : ho this aa 
it may, tho hut of the anchorite him now planted itsoif 
umidHt Llm ritiiiH. 

Wo climbed tho lligi; at half-pant ho von wo Htood 
at tho foot of tho " Mother of (led ” covered in snow; 
then panned llm chapel and tho nunnery, and roBlod at 
the hotel of the Ox. 

On tho I Hlh, .Sunday morning early, wo took ft 
alcatel) of tho chapel from the Ox. At twolvo wo 




Hii’iimiiK m um wiuur, mmui mie.uiuy 

bof ore uti. T) my, tlm immovable, aland there an 
quietly ii:» Urn nido-acimoH «if a tlinilro : huccchh or 
fuilum, joy or aorrow, merely pertain to tho porwniH 
who for tlm tlay miccomjvoly atnit upon tho uLogo, 

Suoii lolli’i’.lioiiM, Imwevor, worn wholly out of tho 
circle of tlm vision of tlm youtiia wlm tlmn looked 
upon thorn : wlmt hint recently paused lmil Inion dia- 
miH.wd from llndr llmiightH, and Urn future lay before 
thorn hh Htiungoly iiiHcmUblo uh tlm nmuntuin ration 
whioli tlmy worn laliuiiounly penetrating. 

On tho 20th wo hinakfiiaLml at AniHliig, whom tlmy 
cookoii uh u imvomy dinner of huh oil Hah. Horn now, 
on OhiM mountain ledge, whom tlm Houhh, which wan at 
all tilnoH wild enough, wan mailing from nigged cloftn, 
and dashing tho cool huuw - water over Urn rooky ohau- 
nola, l could not help enjoying tlm longed-for oppor- 
tunity, and refreshing myaolf in tlm foaming wuvo.s. 

At tluoo o'olook wo proceeded onward : a row of 
HUinptor-horMOH wont Imforn uh; wo marched with 
thorn over a hroad iiiiihm of hiiow, and did not learn til! 
afterward that it wan hollow undorneath. 'Dm nnowa 
of winter, that hm! dopnailed t)mmao)vi‘M )mro in n 
moniiluiu gorgo, which at otlmv kimhohh it wan noo- 
CHHary to aliirt circuitoimly, now fiirninhed uh with a 
ahortcr and nmro direct mad. lint tho wutoru which 
forooil tlmir way hoiicath had gradually undonuined 
tlm nnowy iiutHH, and tho mild mimiuor had nioUcd 
nmro and nmro of tho lower wide oT tho vault; so that 
now, lilco a hroad, arclioil hridgo, it formed a natural 
eon unction hotwoon tlm oppimito Hidoa. Wo convinced 
nm-HolvoK of thia Htrango freak of nature by vonturing 
nmm than half-way down into tho broader part of tho 
gorge. Ah wo kept aaconding, wo left piuo foroalH in 
tho chfiftm, through which tho Roiihh from time to time 
appeared, foaming ami diiahing over rocky prooipiim 

At Imif-pant novel) wo arrived at Wuaon, wlmro, to 




Immpiillity was |$rcaL : upon tlm level pallia wo felt 
«>m- powers revive again, and my follow traveller was 
not a little proiul of tlm surprise which ho had m skil- 
fully contrived. 

'Hie iiiiuuImwh produce tlm celebrated Ursorn cheese; 
irntl tlm youthful travellers, high in spirits, pronounced 
very tolerable wiun not tu bo surpassed, in order to 
heighten llmir enjoyment, ami to givo a mom fantastic 
impulse to Choir projects. 

On tlm 22d, at half-pant three, wo loft our quarters, 
Unit from tlm smooth Ursem valley wo might outer 
upon tlm stony vitlloy of Livinor. Hero, too, wo at 
otu'.o i a ism'il id! vogotution : nothing was to ho scon or 
hoard hat naked or mossy rooks covered witii snow, 
litful gusts Mowing tlm olouds haokwarda and forwards, 
tlm niHtling of waterfalls, tlm tinkling of Hpinptor- 
liorsos in tlm depth of solitude, where wo saw nono 
mining and none departing. It did not cost the imag- 
ination much to see dragons' nests in the clefts. Hut, 
nevertheless, wo felt inspired and elevated by one of 
the most beautiful and pieturosrpio waterfalls, sublimely 
viiriouu in all its rocky steps, which, being at this timo 
of the year enriched by moiled snows, and now half 
hidden by tlm clouds, now half reveal oil, chained us for 
some time to the spot. 

I'hindly, wo euum to little misL-lakes, as I might call 
them, oinee they were scarcely to bo distinguished from 
tlm atmospheric streaks. Before long, a building 
loomed toward us out of tlm vapour: it was tho Hos- 
pice, and we felt great satisfaction at tlm thoughts of 
sheltering ourselves under its hospitable roof. 




uclween mo two countries, required to bo made 
ampiuiuled with nil the eireumstaneea and events 
connerled with mu’h ulliiirs. 

A mill nut.’li vuriotl onnvorHution tbo ovoning passed 
away; nnd \vn slept u tpiuit night on somewhat abort 
sleeping- plan *s, fastened to tbo wall, and mom like 
shelves tlmn l ifilot t’lttU. 

Hising early, l nimn found myself umlor tho opon 
sky, l>»it in a nuvrow space surrounded by tall woun- 
tniii tops. 5 ant down upon Urn foot-path which loci to 
Italy, and attempted, after the nmnnor of (lilcilanli , 
to draw what could not ho drawn, atill loss mako a 
picture, lminoly, tho nearest mountain Lops, whoso 
sidoH, with thoir whilo furrows and black ridgos, wore 
grmhmlly nmdo visible hy tho molting of tho snow. 
NovorlholoHH, llmL fruitless effort has impressed tho 
imago imlolihiy on my nmitimy. 

My coiupiinion stepped briskly up to mo, and began, 
“ What any yon of tho story <if our spiritual host last 
ovoning? Have not you, an well ub myself, felt a de- 
Biro to dosenitd from thin dragon's hoiglit into those 
charming regions holow ? A. rmnhlo tlirougli theso 
gorges inimt ho glorious and not very toilsome; mid, 
when it ends with IkilltuKruut, wind a pleasure that 
must he! Tho words of tho good father lmvo again 
brought it living imago bofuro my soul of the isles of 
the Lugo Maggioro. Wolmvu heard and Been so much 
of thorn since Koysslor'H travelB, that I. cannot resist 
tho temptation." 

“ Is it not ho with you too?” ho resumed: “you are 
Bitting on exactly tlio riglit spot; 1. stood there ojico, 
hut had not tho courage Lo jump down. You can go 
on without ooroiitouy, wait for mo at Airolo : I will 
follow with tlio courier when 1 Imvo taken lenvo of 
tho good fullior, and Hottlecl every tiling." 

« Such an eiitoipiiHe,” l replied, “so suddenly undor- 
takoti, docs notmiit mo.” “ What’s tho uno of delibor- 



our fair, I know more than ono mercantile friend 
there.” lie grew still more urgent. “ Go \ ” said .1, 
" and make all ready for the departure : then wo will 
decide." 

In such moments it seems to mo as if a man feels 
no resolution in himself, but is rather governed and 
determined by earlier impressions. Lombardy and 
Italy lay before me, altogether foreign land ; while 
Germany, as a well-known dear homo, full of friendly, 
domestic scenes, and where, let mo confess it, — wns 
that wliich liad so long entirely cuchaiued mo, nud on 
which my existence was centred, remained oven now 
the most indispensable element, beyond the limits of 
which I felt afraid to step. A little golden hen it, 
which, in my happiest hours, I had received from her, 
still hung love-warmed about my neck, suspended by 
the saino ribbon to which she had tied it. Snatching 
it from my bosom, I loaded it with kisses. This inci- 
dent gave rise to a poem, which I hero insert: 


Thou, of joy that died away, the token, 

Wliich as yet I on my neck am wearing, 

Longer hoUPst ns twain, than mental tie that’s broken. 
Art thou the length of love’s short days repairing ? 

hlee 1, Lilli, from theol Must still, tied to thy fetter, 
Like, unto a debtor, 

Koarn in strange lands, through vales and forests darting I 
Ali I not so soon could this my heart from 
My Lilli’s heart be parting. 

Like a bird that erst did break his string, 

And to the wood returns, 

Ho drags of his prison the disgrace, 

Still dome hit of the string on his trace j 

longer the old bird, oneo born with freedom’s wing ; 
ilas been a slave where’er ho turns. 


— Editor's Version. 




Hiuuiig my inoiMl with the guide, who earned our 
knapsack, room storming up tlin heights, f rose liantily, 
ami removed from llm precipice, whom 1 lmd heim 
watching his return, lest ho should drug mo down into 
fclio abyss with him. I also saluted the pious fafhor, 
and lurnrd, without Haying a word, to the path hy 
which wo had come, My friond followed mo, soiue- 
what hesitating, and, in spite of his love and iitluch- 
mont to mo, kept for a long timo at a distuneo behind, 
till at last a glorious waterfall brought us again together 
for tho rest of our journoy ; and wlial lmd been once 
decided was from henceforth looked upon as tho wisest 
and tho best. 

Of our descent 1 will only ronmrk that wo now found 
tlm Hiiow-hridgo, over which wo lmd accural y travelled 
with a heavy laden train a few days before, all fallen 
in, and that now, uh we had to make a circuit around 
the opened thicket, we were Idled with astonishment 
and admiration hy tho colossal fragments of that piece 
of natural architecture. 

My friend could not quite get over his disappoint- 
ment at not returning into Italy: very likely he lmd 
thought of the plan some time hef ore, and with amiable 
cunning had hoped to surprise me on the spot. On 
thin account our return did not proceed so merrily as 
our advance; hut 1 was occupied all the more con- 
stantly on my silent route, with trying to (ix, at least 
in its more comprehensible and characteristic de- 
tails, that sense of tlm sublime and vast, which, na 
time advances, usually grows contracted in our 
minds. ^ 

Not without many both now and renewed emotions 
and rellecliotiH dal wo pass over tho remarkable heights 
about the Viorwaldstiitter Lake, on our way to Kiiss- 
naclit, where, having landed, and pursued our ramble, 
we lmd to greet Toll's chapel, which lay on our route, 
ami to relloet upon Unit aysussimiticm, which, in Urn 

A 
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Hut Uio iiujhl iJisugireabli) consequences fell upon 
Utvaler, who was hliiumd fur having given so friendly 
a welcome to Hitch saucy youths, mi oven to have 
arranged walks with Ilium, ami otherwise to show 
utlun l i<m in pnrsuim whoso wild, unbridled, unchris- 
tian, and avrji heallmniNh, habits, had caused so much 
scandal to a moral and well-regulated neighbourhood. 

Uur clover friend, however, who well know how to 
sun mill ovor Hindi unpleasant oermrenoos, contrived 
to liimh up lliiH mm also; and, alter the departure of 
them* meteoric travel 1ms, wo found, on our return, peace 
and ipiiet restored. 

In the fragment of Wertlmr's travels, which has 
lately been reprinted in the sixteenth volume of my 
works, 1 have attempted to describe this contrast of 
the roiumeiidiihln order and legal restraint of Switzer- 
land, with that life of nature which youth in its delu- 
sions so loudly demands. Hut as people generally are 
apt to Lake all that the poet advances without reserve 
for his decided opinions, or even didactic censure, so 
Urn Swiss were very much oITundcd at the comparison ; 
and 1, therefore, dropped tlm intended continuation, 
which was to have represented, more or less in detail, 
Wertlicr's progress up to the epoch of his sorrows, and 
which, therefore, would certainly have boon interesting 
to those who wisli to study mankind. 

Arrived at Zurich, I devoted my lime almost exclu- 
sively to ha valor, whoso hospitality T again niado use 
of. The " Physiognomy,” with all its portraits and 
monstrous caricatures, weighed heavily and with an 
uvor-ineruiuiing load on the shoulders of tlm worthy 
nmn. We arranged all as well as wo could under the 
eirou instances ; and 7 promised him, on my return 
home, to continue my assistance. 

T was lad to give this promise by a certain youthful 
unlimited conlidence in my own quiuknoas of compre- 
hension, and still more by ft feeling of my readiness of 
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ummuui-, win K viimi uio mini:, ami, especially, uiftl ino 
liisLcivy »>f (JliriHi’N passion mimt ho regarded ns tho 
drama til' iif t tl miuas. 

iu Lliia elmplnr, and, indeed, throughout tho work, 
Uivuter uppoum greatly to resonihlo Kiillior Ahmluim 
of Simla (Mum; for into thin mmmor every richly 
gifted m i ml necesiiurily falls who winluin to work upon 
hirt contemporaries. llo muni ucipiuiut himself witli 
existing lendonoicH ami passimm, with tho Hpcoch ami 
terminology of tho day, am! adapt them to his wain, 
in order to approach thu muss whom ho Hooka to 

illllUlMli'O. 

Si i urn havator took (Uniat lilorally, — an described 
by tho Scriptures and by moat conimoulnlnrH, — ho lot 
this representation .servo ho far for tho Hup])Umiunt of 
ilia own lining, tliat la* ideally incorporated tho (Jod- 
limn into Ids own individual humanity, until ho iinally 
wiui aide to imagine himself molted into onu and 
unitnd with him, ami, imlood, to lmvo hocoino tho 
Hiimn poraon. 

Thi« decidedly litoml faith had also worked in him 
a perfect conviction that miraolim can 1m wrought 
to-day an well an heretofore. Accordingly, ainco in 
Homo important and trying emergencies of his oarlior 
duya, ho lmd, hy moans of earnest and indeed violent 
pray or, Hiinonudod in procuring an iiiMluutnnuouH and 
favourable turn of tlm impending calamity, no more 
eold olijoc.tioiiH of tho mumming intolloet would muko 
him for a niomont wuvor in this faith. Penetrated, 
moroovor, hy tho idoa of tho greatmiHH and oxeollonco 
of Humanity as roatored hy Oh rial, and through him 
doHtinod to a IdisHful immortality, hut, at tho ha mo 
lima, fully Hoimihlo of tho manifold roipuHitionB of 
hiiui’h Imart and mind, ami of bin insatiable ycarningH 
after knowledge, and, moroovor, fooling in hinmolf that 
donim of expanding himself into tho inlinito to which 
tlm Htarry heavoim hooiu ho Hiunubly to invite ua, ho 




ninii nimaeij was not lUiogeUmr without memo m tho 
mutter. I' nr (hough a high moral souse preserved 
Uin unity of ilia inner being, yet, with his manifold 
lulu huh, ho wan unable to attain to outward unity, 
aim 1 !) ho did not jxwho.k.n t)m slightest capacity for 
philosophical method, nor for urlialio fnlont. 

llo whh ucillmr Thinker imi- Toot; indeed, not oven 
an orator, in tho proper houho of tho tonn. Utterly 
unahlo to lakes a comprehensive and mulhudicnl view, 
ho novorlholoaM formod an unerring judgment of in- 
dividnal cuhoh; and these ho noted down boldly side 
by aido. Ilia grout work on physiognomy ia a striking 
proof and illuatmlion of this. In hiinnolf, tho idea of 
tins moral or of tho Hommnl limn might form a whole ; 
lmt out of himself Ins could not represent this idea, 
except practically by individual enacs, in tho aarne 
way mi las himself had apprehended thorn in lift*. 

That very work audiy shows uh how, in tho oom- 
mniioHt mailer of experience, ho sharp-sighted a man 
may go groping aliout him. For after spending an 
inimnmm mi in, and eni|>)oyiug every artist and hotelier 
living, Im procured at hint dra wings and ongravingH 
which wore ho fur without elm motor, tlmt ho ia 
obliged in his work to nay after each one tlmt it i« 
more or Iohh a failure, mi meaning and worth loan. True, 
hy this meaiiH 1m alnirpnnod his own judgment, and 
tho judgment of others; lmt it also proves that bin 
mental hiim led him ratlier to heap up onflow of oxpori- 
eimo, than to draw from them any dear and sober 
prineiple. For this reason 1m never could como to 
roHullw, though l often pressed him for them. Wlmt 
in later life ho conlidcd a« auch to Ilia friends, wore 
mine to me; for they oenflialed of nothing moro than 
a (‘.olloction of certain lines and features, nay, warts 
and freckles, with which ho had aeon certain moral, 
and frequently immoral, peculiarities associated. Thorft 
woro certainly among them Homo remarks causing sur- 



prise and disgust, but they formed no series ; one t 
followed another accidentally ; there was no grfl 
advance toward any general deductions, aud no r 
once to any principles previously established. . 
indeed, there was just ns little of literary metho 
artistic fooling to be found in his other writings, w 
iuvariably contained passionate and earuosb ex 
tions of Ids thoughts and objects, and supplied bj 
most affecting and appropriate instances, what 
could not accomplish by the general conception 

The following reflections, as they refer to I 
circumstances, may bo aptly introduced here. 

No one willingly concedes superiority to auotlu 
long as he can in any way deny it. Natural 
of every kind can the least bo denied; and yet, b; 
phraseology common iu those times, genius wa 
cribed to tho poet alone. But another world so 
all at once to rise up: geuius was looked for ii 
physician, iu tho general, in the statesman, and l 
long iu all men who thought to mako thorns 
eminent either in theory or practice. Zimmeri 
especially, had advauced these claims. Lavatc 
his views of physiognomy, was compelled to aa 
a more general distribution of mental gifts by ntf 
the word genius bocumo a universal symbol; an 
cause men heard it uttered so often, they thought 
what was meant by it was habitually at hand, 
then, siuce every one felt himself justified in dei 
mg genius of others, he finally believed that he 
must possess it himself. Tho time was yet far d 
when it could bo affirmed that geuius is that po% 
mau which, by its deeds and actions, gives lawi 
rules. At this time it was thought to manifest 
only by overstepping existing laws, breaking 
lished rules, and declaring itself above all real 

It was. tho.rflfni’fi nil r*n«v t.liinflr f.n I'm n rmivina 


nothing wan ninii' Iiulmul tlmn that extravagance, both 
of wold and deni, nlidiiM provoke nil orderly men 
to nppo.*:n llloJiiM'lvr.s to nijc)j u tiioriNtcr. 

When anybody vunliittl into Dm world c»» foot, 
without exaelly knowing why or whither, it wan culled 
it pans of genimi; ami, when any ono undertook an 
Hindus ami umvIohh ab.stmlily, it wan u alroko of 
Konma Young lum, of vivacious ami trim LiiIiuiIh, 
too often lost thcmwlvi'H in the limillcHH; and thou 
•dder ninii of imdnvtlmidiug, wanting perhaps in laltmt 
ami in mail, found a moat miiHoimm graLilirnlion in ex- 
posing to ilia public gaze their nmnifohl nml ludicroue 
mianilT 'iugCM. 

I'W my part, in tlm development and the cxpvcsHinn 
of my awn ideUH, l porlmpH experienced fnv mom 
hiiidomiteo anil choclm fmm tlm false r.nnpemlion and 
inlerfeinnro of the likiMninded, than by the opposi- 
Lion of thumi wlawa Lam of mind wan directly contrary 
to my own. 

With a hlrungu rapidity, worda, epithets, and 
phriiNoM, which have once been cleverly employed to 
disparage tlm highest inlolleetimi giflH, spread by a 
noli of mechanical rcptititioii among the multitude ; 
and in a abort time limy are to bn heard everywhere, 
oven in common life, and in tlm mouths oi the moat 
uneducated ; indeed, before long they oven creep into 
dictionaries, in thin way the word genius had 
milforod ho much from niimopreKonliition, that it was 
nhnoHt dcHircd to 1 mhiihIi it entirely from tlm Gorman 
language. 

Am! ho the Gormans, will* whom the common voico 
ifl more apt to ] irttvuil than with oilier nations, would 
porlmpH have sacrificed the fairest Ilower of Hpotuih, tho 
word which, though apparently foreign, really belongs 
to ovary poople, hud not Urn hoiiho for what in highest 
and boat in man been happily niHloml and wildly 
established by n profoumlor philosophy. 
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t klC^ lit’ III l\t” ts**1*l*' )>lli : 

Ui 1 ’ ht*l nH> tii)4 a ill mi .. ..*4 «n- ■ wvlli i» ilti 

nil my j«t*-\ t‘*m» kim««|t»L‘i', t>« «•)• • n<- «»i»*' 

lluir • Jmtrt. i» t 

" H* i H’ » • ill" ||- V t.f lit.- V» III 

*• » II; »l, l>i 1 II II % .»»%.,» |. 

” S*‘»‘ l It** \<>utli *.f l *-t»l \ 

lightly > »> »iui<' 

IM'l ll<\ ll *!••" « ll'*J ilmiul, it »|iw> Ii»l I* ill, 
lly il ll'-mt ^ i*| tiwmn l'i»i full i<( lif«’ 

l« « ’itUllA III 111, l*«« til*»4\ ) Hll«l ll-l ’ 

”A tlllllff, tin’ll. Vt Ill’ll *l»M > ll« 

mrlli ! Iii Itn V ll’ 4 !* 1 |»».t (| ft|||^l« 


l»“l. '*«» IU» straight (HU), HO tonso ono, 

iumi' lit inly ur»hml nr si i Illy curved; no sharp-entering 
angles, no rookdiko projection of the. brow; no hard- 
ness; mi »*< if I m-n ; no dolianl roughness; no throaton- 
ing insolence ; mi iron will nil is clastic, winning, 
Imt- nothing iron ; mi steadfast and searching profun- 
dity ; n° »Iuw lelhvlion or prudent thoughtfulness ; 
iimvlicrn t)m ivifi.imT wil.lt Urn nation hold (Irmly in 
tlm nun Imml, timl tlm sword in iho other j timl yet not 
tlm Immi fnnimlily in look or judgment! Hut still Iho 
iiio:i(> perfect i>l iiiigldhirwmduess of intellect, or rathor 
tlm most imnui' olulo sentiment of truth J .Always the 
i ttwiti 1 1 feeler, never iho deep ihinkor; imvor the dis- 
coverer, tlm testing nnfolder of truth ho quickly noon, 
no quickly known, no quickly loved, and quickly 
gnnped. . . . Perpetual Houror, u seer ; idealism’; haul- 
tiller; that gives ti shape mid form to nil his ideas ! 
Mvim- (ho half-intoxicated pout, seeing only what ho 
will Mon ; not tlm sorrowfully languishing; not tho 
sternly crushing; lmf iho lofty, nohlo, powerful l Who 
with ■ (.hi rat for tlm mm’ (tioannulnnit), hovers to anil 
fro in Iho m; 'hum of air, strives aloft, and again — 
ttinfcn not to mirth 1 hut thrown hihiMolf headlong to 
ninth, liatlmr in tlm Hoods of tho ‘ Itook-strcam ’ (Fcl- 
sntn/ruta), uwi cradles himself * in tlm thunder of tho 
echoing rooUa around ' (im iJua/ier tier fud leaden Fei- 
nt a mnhn). Ilia glance — not tho liro-glnnoo of Iho 
eagle. Ilia hrow and nose — not tho courage of tho 
lion. Ilia breast -not tho steadfastness of tho stood 
that neighs for hattlo I I n tlm whole, liowovor, Lhoro 
is much of tlm (oaring activity of tho elephant. . . . 

"'rim projecting iippor lip slightly drawn up toward 
tho overhanging homo, which is neither sharply cut nor 
angular, evinces, with such a closing of the mouth, 
much taste ami sensibility; while tho lower part of 
tho Idee bespeaks much sensuality, indolonco, and 
thoughtlessness. Tho whole outline of tho proiilo 
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t iif On' win ill* rluiiurli'r. Tho hi ml of tho whole 
nf nil'll Miui;ln feat urn i« freedom, ami olustir. 
i’ily. which npriiigM forth funily mill j« uh candy 
i |.*it v 1. Tim whole lorc-futv, ami U m way 1,1 to head 
uninl. pnnnim magnanimity ami upright ehectfnl- 
i urn) m'litijhility, delicacy of laalc, purity 
itiuil, goudmvM ittal nnblenesH of maii, active power, 
cling of alrrtigDi mill of wruh'iicaa, ahum out ho 
H pari’iilly through llm whole faro, Umt wlmf worn 
rwimi a livoly Holf-rnniplucoimy diaaolvca UhoU into 
►)>)»> uioilnily; am) moat, aiiloHHly and unco naira in- 
flm natural priilo mul vanity of youth molt with 
lovolinoMH of twilight into llm en«y i mi jowly of tho 
!o ut an. Tho whiliali hair, tho length and uwk- 
Ini’uM of form, tlm m ifl i h‘*im and lighlneaa of atop, 
hoailafiiig gait, tlm lluhirHH of tlm hroant, tlm fair, 
imiwni luow, and varimm otlmr foaturoH, apread 
tho wlmlo man a oortain fominiim air, hy which 
inward i|uickuowi of action in moderated, and every 
iitioiial od'oiu-o and ovary numnnoHH inado for over 
uiaildo to llm Jmart; lint at tlm humid linin rlimrly 
ring that tlm apirilod and licry pool, with all hia 
looted thiiHt for freedom and for emancipation, 
litlmr dentined to ho a man of buainoNH, thoroughly 
iatont, who atoadily and roaolutidy carrion out hia 
a, or to become immortal in tho bloody nlrife. 
now, in eonchimon, 1 roniark, for tim firftfc limn, 
i Imvn an yot auid nothing of tho moat winking 
, - - tlm nohlo aimplicity, froo from all affectation I 
liing of liia childlike oponnoaa of heart f Nothing 
m entire nnconHcioiiHimaH of hia outward nobility I 
liing of Urn incxpreamhlu bonhummic. with which ho 
pta and heart) roproachoH or warninga, nay, oven 
wntioim and wrongful ehfligoa 
But who cun llml an end, who will undertake to 
all that ho booh or fuola in a good man, in whom 
o i« ho much pure humanity ? 
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Sinnn months passed away tu this must miserable- of 
uU conditions ; every cirr.uutHhincu hud conspired against 
tho union; in her ahum I full, l know, lay the power 
which could have overcome every dilliculty. 

Both lovers, rouHfioim of their position, avoided all 
solitary interviews ; I ml, in company, they could not 
help meeting in the usual fonnul way. It was now 
that I hud to undergo tho hardest trial, us ovory noble 
and feeling sou) will acknowledge, when T shall lmva 
explained myself morn fully. 

It in generally allowed, that in a now acquaintance, 
in Urn formation of a now attach mont, the lover gbully 
drawn a veil over the pant, drawing all’oction troubles 
itself about mi antecedents; and uh it springs up like 
genius, with the rapidity of lightning, it known nothing 
either of pant or future. It is trim, my closer intimacy 
with liilli Imd begun by her telling me tho story of 
her early youth : how, from a child up, she had excited 
in many both a liking and devotion to herself, es- 
pecially in HtrangeiH visiting her lather's gay and lively 
house, and how she had found her pleasure in all this, 
though it hud been attended with no further conse- 
quences, and Imd led to no permanent tie. 

True, lovers consider all they have felt before only 
as propurulion for llioir present bliss, only as tho 
foundation on which the structure of their future life 
is to bn reared. Hast attachments seem like spectres 
of tho night, which glide away before tho break of 
day. 

Hut what occurred I The fair came on, and with it 
appeared the whole swarm of those spectres in their 
reality: all Urn mercantile friends of the eminent house 
came one by one; and it was soon manifest, that not 
a man among them was willing or able wholly to give 
up a certain claim to Hie lovely daughter. Thu younger 
ones, without being obtrusive, still seemed to claim 
the rights of familiar friends; tho middle-aged, with a 
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lit ourlior tiiui'H, while I alill hoped to gain Lilli's 
Imml, i liiul applied myaolf with the utinimL diligence 
tu the aludy uml praotieo of legal ImmimsH; 1ml now 
1 sought l.ti (ill llm fearful gulf which separated mo 
from her, with oeuupnlioiiH of mow intellect and wml. 
1 lliowfuw not lt> work In ouhuihI with Uio oonipom- 
liou of " Hgmonl." Unliko llm drat, "(liiu von Jler- 
liehingon," howovor, il was nol wrillon in mmeOHNion 
and in onlor; lml, immodialoly after llm Ural intro- 
duction, 1 wool at once lo llm main aconoa, without 
Irnulding myself ulmul llm variotiH otmimoling links. I 
mudo rapid progress, hocauttu my father, knowing my 
lllful way of working, spurred um on (lilorally and 
willuml oxaggomlion) day and night, and scorned lo 
believe that llm plan, ho enaily concoivod, might na 
ouaily ho executed. 
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Of llinlinm, won* ulwiivi highly i ‘c l uMo, worn fitvonr- 
«% (Iim now jirlmid, iiml own took an 

Hi’iivM i Kill ill limit* MVitiiMioiiK, only for tlm 

Miko of auiOM’iiiout mu! Mxpminmnl. (Irotmi, living 
ijuiolly !>y hinimjf in )m» family rindo, mid fond of 
inpit 1 * h * n l-i 1 1| * miu’Ii tlniiifilio kcmiimh, aonnmd delighted 
willi his own Winks, hold tin hnnnuml amt oiuty pencil. 

All (Jii'ko Hovonil styles mu- lowuHiitan Kmua wa» 
iihlo to inko up tuul 1 1 1 1 'till with bin own particular 
luli'iit; 1m lormril liiimmlf in Hclmol iiflor whoo), mid 
wiim ukillul in Ida pnitrnil-diko dclinoatiniiH of family 
ami friendly guilmiingM ; otpmlly happy wiim Im in 1 uh 
land«eape «!«*(,< *he?t, which cordially rnnuimndod tlium- 
hmIvmh to tlm oyo l>y limit* mImiu* outlines, iiiiikhivo 
hImuIowh, and ngrceahln colouring. Tim inward hoiihu 
wiih Miitiiilii’il by a I’Mi lain im'iir truth, whilo tlio admirer 
of mliuliit nk ill wuh especially pleased with Ihti Luol l>y 
which ho nn-mif'iid uml grouped into a piettno what ho 
had copied singly from uaturo. 

Iln was n 1 1 him t ugroeubln companion; a cheerful 
mpmiiiiuily never failed him ; obliging without nhse- 
(liiimmnoHM, reserved without pride; Im wuh everywhere 
at lmiiin, everywhere beloved, dm moat nnlivo, mid, at 
llm Hit mo limn, llm most manageable, of till mortida 
With Hindi la louts, and of Hindi a disposition, ho noon 
w<m dm favour of dm higher oircloa ; lint he* was cape- 
oiitlly well received ut tho niHtlo of llm Baron von 
Hinjn, at Niummi on tho hahii, wlumo aeeompliulmd and 
lovoly daughter Im iihhIhUmI ill lint* niiialic utmlies, and 
in ninny wnya unlivoiiod the wlmlo eire.la 

Upon thn nmningo of thin oxoollont Imly to tho 
('omit von Whither, tho imwly wedded couple took 
llm urtinl with thorn to Thuringia, where tho count 
poMHMHMiul a largo oHtato ; and lima ho got to Weimar. 
Ilia acquaintance wuh immediately aoughk, bin talonlH 
worn approcintcd — and a wi«h oxpiCHBed that lie would 
fix hit* ptirnmnotit uiiodo there. 
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diu greetings and invitations ho lmd rceoivcd. 
Oho very imrciwirul oil-painting represented thochnpel- 
iimndT, VVulf, at l ho piano, with his wifo behind him 
Pi*l' ; ‘i "»K K‘«l U*i« gave tho artist opportunity 

l<> unsure mi*, in earnest Inins, »f Uio warm welcome 
Ihin worthy puir would give mo. Among his sketches 
worn Hovorni of dm wood and mmintuin seonory around 
Hiirgid. Hero «n lamest forester, morn, porliaps, to 
jdniHo his pretty daughters limn himself, bad, by moans 
of bridges, railings, and mossy paths, oponed pleasant 
and sociable walks through Urn rough iiiussgb of rocks, 
thickets, and plantations. hi <mo of these hoautiful 
promenades lm lmd painted Dm fair damsels in whiCo 
dresses, and not without tlmir attondant cavalinrs. In 
ono of these yon imnu'diatidy recognised Berluch, 
whose serious designs ttpon the oldest (laugh lor woro 
openly avowed ; and Kraus whs not offended if you 
ventured to refer a second youth to himsolf, and 
guessed his growing attachment to tho sister. 

Bnrtue.h, an Dm pupil of Wieluncl, had so distin- 
guished himself in science and in business, that, already 
appointed private Hoeietury of the duke, lm lmd tho 
host possible prospects before him. From him wo 
passed to Wielinid, and talked at length of his rectitude 
u»d cheerfulness and kindly disposition ; his fmo liter- 
ary and poetical designs were dwelt upon, and allusions 
were made to the influence of tho Mc.rhiv through- 
out (lormnny: many other nntnoa of literary, political, 
or serial distinction were also mentioned, and, among 
them, Muhicuh, Kirms, Berendis, and Tuidceus. Of 
women, the wife of Wolf, and a widow Kotzebue with 
a lovely daughter and a bright hey, were, among many 
others, elmmetnrised and extolled. 1 everything scorned 
to point to a fresh and active life of literature and art. 

And so, hy dugreus, was exhibited the elomont which, 


measures, ail that, m accorumice wun vuo uuvy <u sucu 
provisional governments, ms left to the judgmont and 
decision of the future sovereign. The ead ruin caused 
by the burning of tho palace was already looked upou 
as furnishing occasion for new improvements. The 
mines at Iluieuau, which had stopped working, but 
which, it was assorted, might again be made profitable 
by going to the great expense of repairing the deep 
shaft; the academy at Jena, which was somewhat be- 
hind the spirit of the age, and was consequently threat- 
ened with the loss of some of its most able teachers ; 
and many other matters, — roused a noble common 
interest. Already were looks cast around for persons, 
who, in the upward struggle of Germany, might be 
qualified to further such various designs for good ; and 
the prospect seemed as fresh as the vivacity and energy 
of youth could desire. And if it seemed sad to bring 
a young priueess, not to a home of a suitable princely 
dignity, but to a very ordinary dwelling built for quite 
a different object, still such beautifully situated and 
well contrived country-houses ns Ktteuburg, Belvedere, 
and other delightful pleasure-seats, gave enjoyment for 
the preseut, and also a hope that the life of nature 
thus rendered necessary might lead to profitable and 
agreeable occupations. 

In the course of this biography we have circumstan- 
tially exhibited the child, the boy, the youth, seeking 
by different ways to approach to tho Suprasensiblo, 
first looking with strong inclination to a religion of 
nature, then clinging with love to a positive ouo, and, 
finally, concentrating himself in the trial of his own 
powers, and joyfully giving himself up to the general 
faith. Vvhilst he wandered to and fro space which 
lay intermediate between the sensible and supra sen- 
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niino in lii.H wit y which did not appear to belong to 
either ; and Im minimal Lo mm, mom and more distinctly, 
that it ia belter («» avoid all thought of tlm immense 
and incomprehensible. 

lln thought ho could ilutont in nature — both nni- 

malc and iuaninmlo, with soul or without soul 

something which manifests itwdf only in contradic- 
tions, ami which, (.lieteforo, could not ho comprehended 
under any idea, still loss under one word. It was not 
godlike, for it seamed uimmsoimhlo ; not human, for it 
lmd no understanding; nor devilish, for it was bonefi- 
cont; nor angelic, for it often betrayed a malicious 
pleasure. It reHomhled chance, for it evolved no con- 
sequences: it was like Providence, for it hinted at 
connection. All that limits us it scorned to ponutmto; 
it seonied to sport ut will with the necessary elements 
of our existence; it contracted time and expanded 
space. In the impossible alone did it appear to find 
pleasure, while it rejected the possible with contempt. 

To ibis principle, which seemed lo come in botwoon 
all ot her principles to separate them, and yet to link 
them together, 1 gave the name of Demoniac, after the 
example of the ancients, and of those who, at any rate, 
hail perceptions of the same kind. I fried to screen 
myself from this fearful principle, by taking refuge, ac- 
cording to my usual habits, in an imaginary creation. 

Among the parts of history which I had particu- 
larly studied with some ('are wore the events which 
have made the United Netherlands so famous. T lmd 
diligently examined the original sources, and had on- 
doavoured as far as possible to get my facts at first 
hand, and to bring the whole period vividly before my 
mind’s eye. Tim situations it presented appeared to 
me lo lie in the highest degree dramatic; while fora 
principal figure, around whom the others might bo 
grouped with the happiest effect, there was Count 
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forming in him n power, which, it it, bo not opposou to 
tlm moral order of tlm world, nevertheless does ofton 
ho cross it tliut oim limy ho regarded as the warp and 
the other an the woof. 

Im>v Un' phenomena which it gives rise to, there are 
innumerable mimes; for nil philosophies and religions 
have tried in prose and poetry to solve this onignm, 
ami to road tmeo for all tlm riddle, an employment 


which they are welcome to continue. 

Hut the most fearful manifestation of the demoniacal 
ts when it ia mum predominating in some individual 
e.humc.lov. I luring my life l luivo observed several 
inHtuuc.ua of this, either more closely or romotoly. 
Such persons are not always the most eminent men, 
either morally or intellectually; and it is seldom 
that they recommend themselves to our affections by 
goodness of heart: a tremendous energy seems to be 
Honied in thorn ; and limy exercise a wondorful power 
over all creatures, mul even over the olomonls ; and, 
indeed, who shall say lmw much farther such influonco 
may extend ? All the moral powors combined aro of 
„o avail against thorn : in vain docs tho more enlight- 
ened portion of mankind ntlompt to throw suspicion 
upon thorn us deceived if not deceivers, — the mass is 
still drawn on by them. HcUUmi if over do the great 
men of an age tlml Umir equals among tlioir contem- 
poraries, and they am to lm overcome by nothing but 
by the universe itself; and it is from observation of 
this fact Unit tlm strange but most striking provorr 
must have risen, Nano contra Down nia X*** y#. 
!<>imi these lofty recollections T return to the little- 
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in I'rankfort; utiil l wuh tit hold myself in readiness to 
.sut nil' directly with hint fur VWinmr. Thu cheering 
ami gracious iumwoll with which tlm young aovoroigns 
took their leave of mo, tlm kind behaviour of tho court- 
iers, umiln mo look forward most anxiously to thin 
jntmioy, for wliiuli tho mud aeomod no pleasantly to 
Hmoolh itself. 

But hi'iii, too, accidents came in to oomplicnto no 
simple an nnnngoinont, whioh through passionate im- 
putioiien (ionium utill inoro confused, and was almost 
quite friiHlmlod. Having announced the day of my 
departure, l hud taken loavu of everybody ; and after 
parking up in linato my oimttolH, not forgetting my un- 
jirinLod nmnuHoiijitH, I waited anxiously for tlm hour 
whioh wan to bring tlm aforesaid friend in the new 
lauihui, and to cany me into a new country and into 
now oiroinuHtaimoN. Tho hour passed, and the day 
alao ; and amen, to avoid a aeeond leave-taking and tho 
lining overrun with visits, ) had given out tlml I was 
to depart early in the morning, 1 wan obliged to keop 
oloae to tho houmi, anil to my own room, and lmd thus 
pinned myself in a peculiar nitmition. 

Hut ni non aolitude and a narrow space were always 
favourable to me, and I was now eompoiled to find 
Hoorn employment for these bourn, l net to work on my 
" Kgmout,” and brought it almost to a close. 1 read 
over what f wrote to my fatlmr, who laid acquired a 
peouliar internal in thia piece, and wished nothing inoro 
than to Hen it linishiid uml in print, since 1m hoped that 
it would add to Iuhhou’n reputation. lie needed .some- 
thing of thia Hint to keep him quiet, and to make him 
contented ; for he waa inclined to make very grave 
comments on the non-arrival of the envriago. Ho 
maintained that tho whole affair waa a more fiction, 
would not believe in any new landau, and pronounced 
the gentleman who atayed behind to he a phantom of 
tho air, Tt was, however, only indirectly that he gave 
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before I left (tc.rnumy, to talk over those happy thuos 
with a worthy, patient, ami indulgent friend. 

1 wan well received, and introduced into many fami- 
Ihw: III1HI||}< others, Liu; family of the high warden of 

the foroals, Von W , particularly pleased mo. Tho 

pimmU wore, dignified and easy in Choir nmnnors, and 
nun of tho daughters resembled Frederica. It wan just 
tho linm of vintago, tho weather beautiful, and all my 
Alsatian feelingH rovivod in the beautiful valloy of tho 
lihino. At th is time, however, my experience, both of 
myself ami others, soumed vory strange ; it was as yet 
quite vagin; ami undigested in my mind, no doliberato 
judgment upon lift; had aim pod itself before mo, and 
wlmtovor sense of tho inlinito bad boon awakened 
within inn nerved only l<> c.onfuHO and perplex mo tliu 
mom In aooioty, nevertheless, I wan hh agreeable and 
entorlniniug un ever, and possibly even still more ho. 
Here, nntlor Lb is free air of hoavon, among joynuH men, 
1 nought again (lit! old spoils wliich never Imho their 
novelty and uliurni for youth. With an earlier and not 
yot extinguished love in my heart, 1 excited sympathy 
without seeking it, oven though it nought no utterance 
of itself; and tlum I noon became ah home in this circle, 
and indeed nec.r.HHnry to it; and 1 forgot that I had 
resolved, after talking away a couple of oveningH, to 
continue my journey. 

Milo. |)oif wrm one of those persons, who, with- 
out exactly intriguing, always like to have nemo 
business in hand, and to keep others employed, and to 
carry tlmmgli Home object or other. She had con- 
ceived a aincere friendship for mo, and prevailed tlio 
mom easily on me to prolong my visit, as 1 lived in 
her luaiHe, where hIio fmggeHte.d all maimer of induce- 
inentH for my slay, and mined all manner of obstacles 
to my journey. When, however, ) wanted to turn the 
couvermiUon to Lilli, she was not ho well pleased or so 
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worn disposed to do for mo; and I could nuL but fool 
grateful for mu;li soulinumls, although the scheme of 
strengthening n certain circle, through mo and my po.s- 
.siblo inHuonco ill court, was manifest enough. It was 
uboul ono o'clock wlum wo separated. 1 soon foil into 
it Hound sleep; but boforo very long 1 was awalconcd 
by the horn of a postilion, who wuh stopping and 
blowing il before tho house. Very Boon Milo. Dolf ftp- 
poured with it light, and u loiter in her hands, and, 
coming up to my bedside, h)io uxcluimod, " Hero’s tho 
lottor 1 rouil anil Loll mo wliut it says. Siuoly it comes 
from tho Weimar people. If it is an invitation, do not 
follow it, hut call to mind our eon versa lion.” I asked 
her to give mo u light, and leave me for a quarter of an 
hour to myself. Sho wont away very reluctantly. I 
remained thinking for some time without opening the 
Idler. The oxpronn, then, lias come from Frankfort, — 
1 know both the seal and hand ; tho friend, then, has 
arrived there; lie is Hlill true to bin invitation, and our 
own want of faith and incredulity bud made us act 
prematurely. Why could one not wait, in ft quiet, 
civilised place, for a man who bad boon announced dis- 
tinctly, but whose arrival might be delayed by so 
many accidents ? The scales fell from my eyes. All 
the kindness, the gmciousness, the confidence, of the 
past came up livingly before mo ; and 1 was almost 
ashamed of the strange, wilful step 1 had taken. I 
opened the letter, ami found all that bad happened 
explained naturally enough. My missing guide had 
waited for the now landau, which was to como from 
Strashiirg, 1I113' after day, hour after hour, ns wo had 
waited for him ; then, for tho sake of some business, 
lie had gone round by way of Mannheim to Frankfort, 
and to his dismay had not found mo there. Ho sent 
the hasty letter by express, proposing, thnl now tho 
mistake watt explained, 1 should instantly votnvn, 
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I loro myself away ; hIio would mil lot mo go, and, 
with ho nmoli art, brought up all tho arguments of 
the present, that linnlly, impassiomul ami inspired, T 
shouted out tho words of Kgmoul, — 

"Chihli child! no mom ! Tho coursers of Linio, 
lashed, an it worn, hy invisible) spirit-H, hurry on tho 
light car of our destiny; and all that wo can do is in 
cool self-possewsion to hold tho rains with a linn hand, 
and to guide tho wheal h, now to tho loft, now to tho 
right, avoiding a sterna hare, or a procipieio Chore. 
Whither it in hurrying, who can toll? and who, indeed, 
can romombor whoneo lie camo ? " 
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*» l’* ••* i:* miii • , n ml, wlii'ii iiny one undertook im 

Muni* • i»u*l h • ul'-uhliiy, it wus u alroko of 
{'••iim • \ ••uni] in* n, "I viviifimiM mid tnui lulunlH, 

!*• t (lii'iic -Ivn in t tn* limitless ; and Limn 
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iii("if«’it'in i' of lln« like. minded, limn by llm oppoai- 
ii**n "f wliiu* linn of mind wim directly contrary 

t" III v own 

Willi u Mungo rapidity, words, dpi theta, and 
l'hiti*>'t. which Im vo oiiro licoii clovcrly cmiiloycd to 
<li»|*.iiii}M > (ho highest intellectual gift a, ajircad by a 
foil, of iiii'ohmiif-iil repetition among tlm multitude; 
mol in it i.lnnl linn* limy urn to im hoard every whero, 
ovi'ii in coiiiim"Ii lib*, nnd in tlm nmutlm oj llm moat 
uio'diu a(*'d ; indeed, before long tlmy oven crimp into 
di* lioiiiiiit M In this way Mm word genian lmd 
Mtllei rd mi nmt'li from inimnpresimtiition, that it waa 
ulnm t de <iii i| in banish it entirely from tlm Merman 

Imtgtiiit'i*. 

And no llm Itenimiis, with whom tlm common voico 
is uo'io apt to prevail limn with other iiationa, would 
{tcrlmpn luive wi«*i i f i* *«•« 1 lim fairest (lower of speech, tho 
wind which, though apparently foreign, really belongs 
to every people, hud not tlm aeusd for wlnit ia highest 

mid in limn been happily matured and aolidly 

ediitdi'ilml hv a profnimdor philosophy. 
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uuj'l- >, u»t I". K liko pinjci (jitit „r i)m |ini\v ; no hard* 
‘ • ,,n «H ti*- in* delimit iniiffJmrHs; no llm'itton* 
mo in • 'li 1 ii* i’ , no iimi will «)] is oliistii*, winning', 
i.Mf !!••( Inti;: 110)1 i no dcailfnd mid HcmrhiuK profun- 
di' , no '.low iHli'rtinn in prudent tlmuKlitfulnosH ; 
n>*\s|n io ili»* with l lu' wales Imltl Hnuly in 

ll»o "ii" hand, mnl llio !«\voi.l in ilm tiihor ; and yet not 
ili" l« * *1 loim.ililv in look or judjpiicull Hut still iho 
ui" >t - i ;•( hiifjli! forwardness of inlollncl, or ruthor 
fl»" mo l umii i* iitun M'MiiiuMil of liutli I Always tho 
i ti vs <%i • t f""k’i. ii"V"i tlm iln'ji lliinKi'i* ; nnver tlm dis- 
i «*\"i"t. fin* I <■ «i i n*» iinfolilor of 1 1 nth ho quickly mum, 

< >» qni’hly known. .••<> quickly hived, mid quickly 
l'i » 'j" *l . , . I'"i jM'liml mmii’V, u M'i‘1’ ; iili'iilisur ; huiiu- 
* tit*! , ili.tl }!iw i a ilmjHi and form to all his idous! 
Kvi’i ilm half inhi\ii'.tli*tl poet, nn’injf only wlmt ho 
will , t»"l iho soiiiiwfiilly liiiqinishinn; not the 
' U nity • m >hiiif' ; lull l lu* lofty, iioliln, powerful I Who 
with ’ l ktti if to iho mini ’ [Snmii nt/iirM), hovers to and 
fi.i m tlm ir ; ;um» of air. dikes aloft, and aj'iiin— - 
f< t iif. i ii"l l*> "utlhl hut throws hitusolf headlong to 
iMilh. Inlhor in i ho lloods of tlm ' Uock-sti'i'tiin 1 (./'W- 
.■>- (I’tfmm I, and cudlcs himself 'in tlm tlmudor of tho 
"< li«imq i •irl.'i around ‘ [im fioniirr tin lut/lnulni Fcl- 
*.j» umW). His glaum • not tlm liro.-glunoo of tho 
»m>;1" Ills Imw ami ihihu • -not tho courage of tlio 
linn l(i i In cud. not tlm steadfastness of tlio stood 
that lu’i^lis f..r haul" I In tlm wholn, however, there 
i . iiiiii-h "f ill" tearing activity of tlm elephant. . . . 

"Til** projecting upper lip nli^htly drawn up toward 
l)»" mn hanging nose, which is imithoi sharply out nor 
angular, "vinn-i, with such a closing of Lho mouth, 
mn"h tad" ami senMihility ; while tho lower part of 
ili" fur" hcsjH\iks mmli soiisuiility, indolence, and 
t Tlm whole outline of tho profile) 


ume a uamuty 10 ue leu astray, auu u mgn uegrou 
of that good-hearted indiscretion which injuros no ono 
but Jiimsulf. The middle line of the mouth bespeaks, 
In its repose, a downright, planless, weak, good-natured 
disposition; when in motion, a tender, finely feeling, 
exceedingly susceptible, benevolent, noble man. hi 
tire arch of the eyelids, and in the glance of the oyns, 
there sits not Homer, but the deepest, most thorough, 
and most quick, feeling, and comprehension of Homor ; 
not the epic, but the lyric, poet; genius, which funes, 
moulds, creates, glorifies, hovers, transforms all into a 
heroic form — which deifies all. The half-closed oyu- 
lids, from such an arch, indicate tho keenly sensitive 
poet, rather than the slowly labouring artist, wlm 
creates after a plan; tho whimsical rather than tint 
severo. Tho full face of the youth is much mom 
taking and attractive than tho somewhat too louse, 
too protracted, lmlf-face; the fore-part of tho fimu, 
in its slightest motion, tells of a highly sensitive, 
thoughtful, inventive, untaught, inward goodness, nf 
a softly tremulous, wrong-abhorring love of liberty 
an eager vivacity. It cannot conceal from tho com- 
monest observer the slightest impression which il 
receives for the moment, or adopts for over. Kvory 
object, which nearly concerns or interests him, driven 
tho blood into the cheeks and nose; where honour 
is concerned, tho most maidenly blush of shame 
spreads liko lightning over the delicately sensitivo skin. 

“The complexion is not the pale one of all-creating, 
all-consuming genius; not the wildly glowing one of 
the contemptuous destroyer; not the milk-white one 
of the blond; not the olive ono of the strong mid 
hardy; not the brownish one of the slowly plodding 
peasant; but the white, tho red, and the violet, run- 
ning ono into auother, and so expressively, and ho 
happily, blended together like tho strength and woalc- 



»*« ■ ' i <le v.),..). ■ l. ii.i* t-’i Tin* Mm) ,,f (In, whole 
" u ^ ,-11 “ 1 ' ll 'M •• m •- i*i mill nlastir. 

.t- " ^ \ i f % . V.l>t. h 1'iitii'i imlli easily unit is an easily 
* • 1 1,1 ^ 1 -1 11'*' " K» -I*- ii>tr la* v, mill dm way Ihe head 

i. . n i !> *1. pi I «• III leu 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 ( V ami Hjai^hl cheoifiil- 

1,1 I**’ ■ n nyt d'l>- • n il ihiy. ili'jji ary of tutdr, fHiiily 

>•1 mind. e. • lm . end mddrno-.-i t if mud, ui liva power, 
u i> * line >•! unit o] Weakness, nlitiu* nut so 

it. <ii j «». nil> lltiMiitdt l In’* \\Iim|i' fine, dial wliul were 
* *1 !•» i v. i •' a lsv< lv ' It * "luj.lm riii y ili' sul ves itself into 
it H‘iM«' no -I* l\ , and utM’.( aidivisly ami uiirimsUuin- 
• U\ «lo' ii.itniiil jaali* iiin l vanity of y«ailli melt with 
l li” I**'" 'ltd* •• *d iwilielit into tlio easy majesty of l)m 
v.le>l> mm Tie- whileli hair, (lie |eii).;lh mid nwk- 
wui.ln* t ham. I ho ofliieM anil li^hlneas of M.e|>, 

tho ||> it ifidf* f ill, the Ilattie'-I of (he hirusl, the fair, 
tndm i ••■a t d la i»\v, atnl vaiiniia ntliev features, spread 
“'' i do* wiiojo man a <vi(iihi feminine air, hy whteh 
th*> i ii v> at tl « |*i i* K !!**• i of la timi in inoilei aleil, anil ovary 
utionhoiml otleiii o Mint every na'amii'HH mmln for over 
in*! u il*lo f * i the In-ait ; hut at ilia same limn eleurly 
i \ im mi* i hut the ejaiiteil ami liery Intel, with nil his 
(Ini: i for freedom mill for emu mi pillion, 
e> ie tiln i de liin'il to he a mull of husinesH, thoroughly 
|«r i t' iil, who /toadily and lesnlulely runicn out his 
{•lau >. oi to hn'oiun iiu)uoi(u) in the Moody strife. 
Amt imw, in romdusii.it, { remark, for the first time, 
thui I have ua yet said imlhintf of the most striking 
(tail, l|i«' indite i'iin|dii'iLy, free from alt iiiroelntion I 
N'-thint* of hei i hildhke o|iemie.‘i'i of hrmli Nothing 
of (lie entile miei , ii , " ioii , 'Hi , Ms of hia outward nobility I 
Nothing of (In* im*V|i|»'ssjh)ii /wfi/tf/MMW with wbjlJl )lO 

in . ej.i , and hem a ie|<i«mrhe» or warnings, nay, even 
ii' * le aloaei met w lungful elmrges. 

•• Mat wlm ran lind an end, who will uiulovtttko to 
l*'|| all thill lie |ti’i'!l nr feels ill ll good JMIU, ill whom 
th eie i-t >>o mm h huh Immunity '( 
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mi ilk i tlt«* r !•'»{ ‘ !.*• » *„ an l 1 1« ti m» ju>» 

f* il-'j>llo 4 \n>i- |»ip njrj.'lit, -u»l« nt I hi* 

illty tt«u|i|<* »*f Infill ll** (l ; it >*,*<** til Ih*- m-tiint;: t* I 

Ill* alt III * ills >«• ii tin > (lit ,11 1 all L 


| •* * i'iiu' 1 " irui ul "It'j'iUmo 

l»f<! , t !»••»* :lj lu t iiryrtlhrh'xf, \vniiln 

‘ * '-l-mti.' i »» *i * tn li.inl inciil . Miiin wit mill 

111 , * f a «• »l | '1(11", l«h»w, llllji", lllllji 111! 

I“Vj iiv. ii ‘ l. • ■ nw i!i, in^ujjj ilivjilrilly what it 

il.l U’ fn i*i t;*ni >1 iiti.l till **iiliv"iiiii}' wit, wliirh 

"•I iM"t it. -Hi \wlli* >m, I .ul liiihj.«ii fmtli from 
in nil. in (lti> i IniMi'li'i' " Vi'j y I nut iniijti 

>. in* ul . iii<*i* uifMtl ii, iiinii< iijujiivi'iiv", iimi" iiinnu- 

\>> | » ii*' .lull" .. tin ii'lii\ii(iini, i<xn*|il in llio 
.* i» 'i* v. I" i ", <i i Wi’ll in i)| ill" |ifu\v mul humo, 
in.- i i t-l. nl U >i| . In nil lu-.itlm Hint "Vim in 

• •»> hi**u, Hi uf nil in thin look 

• I 1 1 mi mi lui'-iitlviilili* "xprivniiiiii uf iittlu* 

mi ... .pill. <1 ft. mIii»v. i ; til i ni}*, th, iin|>"l uui'ity of 
ho* • • *«u I ni* y. .'*ini|*hi ily, (*f <•« h<t< »n I " 

fh-i li niii’* in I til lu l.nlt minvilfil |.o Morale llio 
*- **f Jm Mj.mi.uri, m«l allow"'} him h> triumph, 
m h.iwim ]>i. *li< («'•! my Mj»mly H'jmmUoii from 

• f*-i) • *"nj i»i">ii >, I foiunl mynolf Hj'itiu in Krmik- 

iv.’!} hy r\ny mm, iiirhnljn/f my fallmr; 

-noli llio 1 11 h r rniihl Hot i nlimil hi» il»iii|ij>oilll- 
I lIltlL l lti.nl tinl lit* it iMulrtl fiy lllll | MIH.-l to Airolo, 
iiuiioiiiiMil hi him from Milan my mriviil in Italy, 
tin* \s <n "\|.|.-xfnl hy liia Milrimn ruLlmi* than lay 

1 1 , l.ui uhuv" ail im iliit not almw tlm alif'litimt 
I .it It v u ii }i i hot" wilt l iiii'lv'i, lIiomo lakt'H of iniul 

ill.u’nii'n in -hi. 

L hi. t. Iiniv.-v.-r, hy ait im iiloiilul mumik, hy no 
, , mt.-ii.t.-il fill a h-jaoat h. Im khvo nm to umler- 
l l"*w lilll*- all niulila worn worth: Im who 
"*l iVa|i|i"i, h" ohu*l v<«l, law livoil to m> uiak 
a iuv i • him I ili.l not, 1 onuhl not, uvuiil Miming 
. lh" | .it <il inn wo iimintnim-il lowiml ouch other 
(,.||||,T mill rmiaaloiiilo. I wiw infonnoil tlmt they 



‘"Mb ■ 1 ' i iv m tlii> moil luisi'iubW of 
J1 * ”*» h? : • • 1 1 * , • i • 1 1 • u* mu had i against 

l)c ont-ii , iti b*i tlmm | {i'll, } KlmW, lay (hi! jinwor 
w)*t h • ••ni l h m* |< »•>»• 1)' illllii i| Jly, 

l* -Mt b»\« l •. ■ ni. i“U . n| l Jirii- }m>hi| jn|| ( uvoiilril nil 
>. .!.i »m> tiii'iwwi, l.til. in i miujmiiv, limy mu Id not 
l»*dj* m*-< '.tin; m tin* u ai d humid way, ll wits now 
lh.\l I hid <•« niid>-ig>> Mm Imitlr >t trial, us r.vi'iy nuhlu 
■in*l b - bir: *nl will m knowledge, wlmn I shall liuvo 
« { tm •'ll mm,' I'll II V. 

It ti ?:' !!. « ill\ ilmt in n now iinjimintuiu'o, 

in lb'- b'uiMimtt «*f a now iitbirhmrnt, tint lover gladly 
.Intv* i .i v * }1 «»ti i Mo* j. i .l l bowing nUVnljun limddns 
it -li .it nt im .nit i j an*) ms it springs up Jikii 
r. tmt .. wtilt tim tn|>iiliiy nf lightning, it knows nothing 
. till* i .a \ \ i hi inhiH' It i'i lino, my rinser intimacy 
with Lilli h »'l b' gtin by Iwi lolling inn llm story of 
In i « nl\ yiifli Itnw, (nnii u rliibl up, mIio laid oxrilod 
in in toy h'-ih .1 liking ami tlovnlion to imisnlf, oa- 
l>- t ill* nt Mi.ing"i < v ruling iior father's gay mid lively 
bmt nif I lii»w -dm bud found her (ilnisitro in ail tills, 
t b<< ill'll »i bid nl tended willl III) fillihlU' COJIHO- 

ijifn.H ,, ,iud jt.id b d in no jH'inmiifiit lie. 

T* u.-. j.iii-i i i Mif.idt’i all limy have foil, bnforo only 
n < jn«>piialo»n for llmir present bliss, only ns tlio 
bniitd-iiioii nn wlindi llii’ hIi uc’lu rn of lb oil* future 1 iCo 
n t.i !..« HMiod I’imt iiUtmlimmits seem liko Hpuotrua 
of lit*’ ingbl. wbii li glide away buforo tho break of 

lb|\ 

Mm wb.d is / ttin-d ! Tim fair nuun on, mid with it 
n|*l»- n.'d Mm wind" swarm of tlmsn spectres in tboir 
ir.ibly . nil tlm mercantile friends of Urn ninimmt Iiuuro 
i .min mm by mm ; and it was noon manifoHl, that not 
u in, in tiiimug l lif in was willing or iihln wholly to give 
up a ■ Main rliiim lollm lovoly iliinglitor. I iio younger 
• ■in' i, without f»*iiig obtrusive, still seemed to claim 
tlm i iidit-i of fiimiliar friends: tim middlo-agod, witli a 
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. i • v : • 1 ? ' : ’.» * Idj.' 

.• *.'* ■ - •.* P • * • A % : » i. i .51 

rl .» •• ' ‘t i v.- 

If "t ' . '•-«* s • ■ *> v. .5,4 

Jj. i ■ •«» • ; . i 1 ■. k • . . 1 • « • • ’ . ? t C •? 

1 ?!>.;• «V- 7 ? ,• ! . - •.> > f. : - • : • 5 ’ •! I 7 * r . t* ■- 

t.5^ t • I i m •- ; - ■>»} ■ t« »!•.- 

. h>« V n . t ■< ^ • * !•. *• ■- 4 i ‘ K. s. 

i- • .i :• ‘ • i? i' 

t •>..-> >15 j t f f*i ?. &■ : - v ■ ■ \l!'i ->ii 

Vh.-j i. -n •* ». *• ? “• •” •• : ‘t*l 

l- ? tn.-t. (« \ • ■" t' a *4 • » » -n > * S’ \ 

I- -n. \ . | . • . T . • (■■»“:.■ At . !... J,*. 

1-1 t \ K- .• 5 E. t ■ nM 

*" i • ■ Hi fc £ f , v ■» j'i lit- 1 ■ *t “ * t <»H 

IK- >ti .f >4 *■ ;. ■•> -v <* ? ♦ S ’ - . . ! :* V> ■ . • t? -.5 I * ■ « i * 

In.-.*' 4i.AU *- I •.!■-*■!{ I*. ,5i. -I ■ ■ i.. \>n- 

I’.mI iiiM.-l ..11 £ i fci > - - -a 9 8 . 1 v -!•’ *858 j '» 4* 

u . 4 ** I*., r (tE* (.-8 •• S_ *a!i • 8 '.ir£.- 8 f • I.k.*. L - 1 

« * 1 . f>4 *.i if. •* I! ■■ * •! | v* > -.11 lli*' l* *5 

il« x tv " ■> 7 % I fi t 1 5 7 !' 1 *:«,.< I a It • a .»!•!•■ I* » l K* ;l | « • * 8»l 

j-i-nlj.iu 

i'.5«l |> { *»•> Inssi Ir'-ni llifE * i wl.: It ill" 

lit >* 141 « • t % I HU »•! mJiiu- ’I * 8 '« *. - * ! * 3 iJ-N . I** 

alt« t)t> •!, i»i t» .•!, •.*# i.ti' U* *’> 5 '! »5D» 1 8.* i»i^* !' 

t»**J« >•( is.v Mil?, jmui 

t.lUs'*. M* Ji*' ' !- !■•}>,; ' rtli‘ f*‘ I- M'l'> | - s.- "I 

1 4m Ui*l rt44u-«’ U.« J^-- ;«» 1>« r* . I™ .*t •> |l 4*** '* *»*•- 

l»’V< :ll lh«. «**■ l.l _ 8 '’ll 5V< ■ 1. ' .*1,1\ r lit .1 

**‘111 n»- at U*".*., l»« 5' Ini** lU»- it.’. « *.t*!'*. *.Hi't. 1 'S 

I ^1 Alpl J*l»«\**k JI 8 f * Ul» 4>« » 1» .It r» Mill . ,ll**n 

lulu ilt <>|« i ur 

Till’ M.j-t ''"Ivt r.»0*' » it--** •>**•■< t't 

t>f ll.ftt luifti ty. »ilt4 i>ii lli-.il t»> * • nut »*> In n m 
M’fli'*! ; 



f Int (*o 
I *•» t - i-l |.< 
\\ Iff- t« « 1 1>1 


” >*' *Il*l M»*t |;mw ; 

“ ' "‘I*’ l>ln» 111)', 

no Imiijj.t Know. 


ill ?*>• *■' •I iyi I Itilhi, will) v.n.|.inj{, 
U f, i, l, |, i'|iiii|| In thro, 

I «< i<n i;.t**l* n twill oiil, jvi'jiitiii 
I Ill 'l nin.tlj 1 <t|i I h In Mi'll, 


I V * l > (lllll lllxl I'Vcl V lloWl'l' 

'•liJ! II A I ifXtlifc 111 I III fi’l't l 
II* I ,l ” : '• * 1***1 l» , it nil J«»WiT, 

At (lit f’t^Iit in mi* t| it | 111*111, 

II «*«.<! i<- )• ». \o urn Kuiii)( I 

l *•» mi I . * v *- yr illil titil jjintv ; 

I I'l it l-l ti> til l« Wi ll’ llltltvill)', 

\S lit* li ili*l ln*|»* mi |n|i|'i’r IuiiiW. 

A7/i7»r*.i fVrwTiii, 

Iti'* fj- i.i «*< •• 1*1 \\ in »ui| I'Uviiu" wiih Hii^ciilod hy 
ih*’ |'i* l t y hlllr i • 'itiiiit n( t*r hiillml inUutlurt'd by (lold- 

• mil h m In * ”Vi*tu tif Wiiltflifld,” which had {jivon 
u > •• mn* h |>!<.i <iii<« in mu' lmpi'ii'Hl diiyn, wlmn wo 
ii* \» t «li< mu *1 tint! it >ii niilitr fain owiiilcd uh. 

l h-ivi- .tin nly mtii*ilurt d wijmt of llio )im*tinil |»n>- 
dii*finiri i»f llm I’jiiH-ji, ami j only wit'll limy laid all 
l« » n j.i* * t \i - 1 A tii’Vri failing ovrilomont in fcho 
*-i-*.|, ,,f li.vi*, lo’i)*}d fin'd by llm la»|{iiiiii»j{ 
i in*. ;*.i v .* )•>} 1 )* rn 'i.ii^’i, which, lliimiglaiut, o.xjuoHHoti no 
i.i*. i u, mn . I i*iiii*i i< *ii, loit alwayn llm aini'oio fooling 

• *f lli»* iiii*in*'iil I’jiMii r iiritil m tii fur foHlivaK down 
I** ill*- mull (idling uf | ul i* »u- v< »rwH, nil wn« 
li v tut* (iit»i i «*.»!, and wl nit a roliimd rontjiuiiy bricl 

• vHij’iihi-od in, fid glad. llit'ii iiitrniwfiil. till, finally, 
ill* 1 1 * \\ii t lit* height. uf 1‘lio‘i, im di*|itli of woo, to which 
li f>l t til II W*i‘» lift iluVlih'il. 

All tin* «* mli iiuil M-linga anil oulwanl doinga, «o 
Ur to. tin’)* iw’H- Jib*!)* 1»> vo.v and my fatlior, 


it i i f ii> ' < v - • ■ ; ml* i 

I- s ■■ t 1 A f : 1 . f i‘. , ... . I ) lt , 

• t * ’ - •- : • i .% -It l!,i . 

• :.U. • i .!.t i ; f. h:>. ■’>.(-(. {,1; 4 l 

•>% ■ ■ h. . «•« • ; t »: u . • i il 

V WA •> v i - •. • t **- ■» «• -u . mA 

i * v i -.a i. • r-.-v » < . (l . fy 

l « Vi- iJw A • ■••• J . • 

tm. r.'s • • . I ,*"l r *•! m)!«i 

* ?» •. ? ■ ‘ i ?■ l 1 . - . A ■> :.!■* »•> i • 

lt-« !•••«, '■ :* ■ > * t®*- V 1- ! ’• • e .v ’.u.n, 

«•. S i ■1/ • *. *• * * ■ -it -• ' J i: i* v *tj i'U (i 

•'!»* 8 -• i vt' ,li. i. f .-‘St- t'.ii".- 
1- ••s.-i! :»*.*'.*■ . *. v ’i". “• f . : * l-' l vtclh 

i ?i ■' h* '• > >.• i t <» . ■ ' l i . « I >" ? t I f • |. i*l • -i 

}'!• \t IK 1 I k :.»« J • • • ■'< : . t*. 5 I". * 1 5 ‘JmI 

(I 5‘!. •. ’Sb U» ? A •: \ l V » ; t i ; ■ i 

It s S >A". ti)i' 8. P.A >,* f »' i i "i l it's I («f • •*» 1 1 - tl« 

j ! »•! s» ■■ t*. I d ■ •‘.A i !j- 1 ■* i* ’ f'!.' » ii tic!, 

I til l Ift v 'J*. l»> l J »'■■• t. * ?.sin \nv * t llt> 

' j| » ii‘l ' " .> i’i 1 J" ■ 1 j 

A J»» * »*•-.» lii'u; A:":.*. t |»tl. Sit S»t^ «*vt l( 

w stiijr •:< l ? »■* ». 4*1 » j ■» Is 

* *f lit" tax;! I, I iu*rt I ■ k * * I i*-‘ststl f.-r 

«<»»'•’ U*I > (It !».’.*• tl |s:'*,~(V >-i »ta(» n I 

«\* • l!i‘< II- . »'»!i n?*" fl t'.’j.f !» *1 

my »vt Itt •»»*".“ I Iv -8 »l- j . V t :t it. tn > j ^ jilt 

«l»*l kMk*I< t «(* i‘; SPt I i!*l* 1 

*’f mi st* It)', ttl*»lt |, 't. t!t>l l.*-:t' i’.\ »•! j- ■tfjj (snr*. lull' 

vtr<)p|i'. jt*i l udUi' t. *' lit*- •* .‘ii »'i! I .*sn«*iit 

Wlln It* o||*«W ill'll llm Ilf*-! fvSSl.tt » l* I ’"l- ’:l.» -I 111 (I ' l 

ti'iii* * .mil'll, in iittl iui tl »« rii '« - 1 4 ^ h r m nLfs"*! j‘*» .i . ihtl 

HU'l 'iIir»*Wflly » »l »tl t";}i,* *1* tj- >■ ,-:stt I !»»■! t .lt.« -I 
immc* illy iv si It Hi) l*ttli» r .«!■* it vtl*tl &l*“ |-!ti • • 1 1 .*1 tl 

l*« l»‘\ Itlt'l VH I III I H'Utl* l l“* *l*«. list! ll s«< ;j' 1*1 lit III 

Vi*llt j tn tut sti {I*!** »|. >k»* l-i .*• tli* | I «u miss |« i |i!»«l 


;ui< i'iy ‘I ••»»> hi my immiI, fumy m-l ilnwu tin 

1 ‘1 * 1 . »» "***'■» *’• »* *••••«:' i*t mul mlrniml. 

ill » ilh-| tllii* w lull* { i(||{ |ui|M‘t{ (u Kill'll fjlillN 

1. m-l. I iit-t »| j‘li* l my .«lf with ill.- iitiiu » mL ilili^onm 

t.i tit. tu-ly .m l j'l.uli*.- * «f littMitii'SM ; lint m»w 

l -u 'lti t>. fill ili*« iV.tiiul i;ulf wliii’li m'jMUiilcil mo 
!•••». "ill* - u|- iliMin of mom inli-lln l anil mui). 
I i l»i i. /.•!*■ - 1 l" w*»il» iii with llm rniiipwi- 

l* M »i “1 ' , -\*m«*ui ‘ I’uliln' llm iiml, M (}nl/. von Iloi- 
lo Inn ;, ii, li*«v.* \' i, it N\a-i nut written in mim'Nniun 

o*i«l in r , i.ui. imiio«li.iloly nflor Um liml ittlro- 
t|i|< 1 »*•»!. I vmlil u{ »*H'H III till' lllllill HiOIIIIH, Without 

iimiMmv* my <*U l In’ vmiiiU ‘1 iminroling liuku. l 
m i«l- i.ijml i*i «»/!!*■ ■ 1‘*'' .ihm* my fitt!ii«r, knowing my 
iii{ol y.a\ i.f VM-rkniK, nu* on (lilomlly nml 

niilmttl *•* i-'fVj.ilmii) iluy nntl night, nml unwind Ln 
I- |h \*- ill it i )o* (itnn, no iMiiily roncoivi:il| mighl uh 
» .only Ii-* i xi « uli-.l 



I \W M II J !( 


A'*s* ■* I / ’ > * v. i'-. t'.\ } .’Ui.'Ut," , 1 k. 1 , 

Vrl*.!* 1 i • 4 ■■■ l‘* ■ • • /;• - «•! v« ■ •nii*l*<l 

J-ti . ->n !"■» *•? • • '• * i • C . I tii. • li« ! j"> 4 ) in' 

*J. e< .iii, v.* i. •’ • f -■> t *S.i; ■. Ii.t>| 

*4t* i« s k> *1* a* *4 | 3 it 
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.I.Shi 

M* ll 

K t in 

»>(.<• s * 

■ti * it 

i 

•in' 

<1 

I l .Hit, - 

t'-lt. ? ill 

> «bi- i 

«’-» 1 lii 1 * »l I 

l 

•' Y" ■ * 

* ? 

•i» it* 

*1 

ii**m ,i 

l- 

'll l** 

tii«- ti -■ * •* V# . 

.) 1. i. 

. Hi). J 

\[ - 

i »:* 


\ \ i -it , 

nit*! 1 in 

,in< u 

U i • i** iii 

i 

■ .,i..5 ■ 

i D 

.* I 

t* 

■ nil |< ll 

II. N ■ U l 

’ lijtgg 

II * ■ vi •> 1 * , 

■ • x :■ 

i = i ll.* ii 

\ 

t- It* 

ll 

\s|i*. .« 


lij'lit, }••*•• i ■> »t; •;■■}* I- n t: t- Si. I it r i -*Kl j ),> »«• ill 

l*i*H ■> 

,\l Hi it full'* I' .rfi |-t I *. j % ■. i.t M*l*»*m*' t**f 

I *»■ t ii iii ii ; i'tislij. 11,0 sl ;»ii - »* .-In.** lli* i » hi « * » * ill 

nit* I **j«*il* , n* <• , lli** liu« l i- t iy. '.»» (j !< i»i ii In* li. I' !ti in 

• »l! tlll'l \W»I* I 1 * * 5 * < ',!*<», }|> ( ..jl.Jl.iU * * • • hI * *1 I nut 

i Ii t(i|t*‘ 4 Mi**, Vi tl tv j;i* (I t il *.m. i« : < '*11 

ti,i I* <1 will* cjo- iiii» li lli«* 

I't* i»» It Will. >11 I.: .')» « I*, 111 If: :« • ••Jijx'f 

I'll^liUt’l, <>ll|*|**>lf« 4 III, -I ti. it* t *r i lii Hi » 1 * * 11 * ll* *’ 
lll , 'l* t Wl*l**ly kllHttll t 1 1 J ll| Jl) till* *‘ll .111 <*fll*l *4 "III' 1 
mltii* ii> •<*, I i*. I,. l|* |»; i i tiiiirv tin ii I'l* » .ml 

im iiti.i'iii**, hi r l*i lnU* * 111 * 111,1 K* t*Ji* « f»**»n 
imlum, wrt*’ «'i*iiM,iuiU uii'l* m v>In-li urn* It «*f 

UMi|nl||il<<i| i* \* « , il» , |i* •’ W,i«» i illit t i m < III* *1 i*l »l* IJ.MH *1. 

h»»»i‘hi*r uii'l l«*ili i,f th* im iirti'tt > Innii, 

wlmmi wurk«, llimiuh flulU'imu m tin* U\l** uml . i*iiil 



f I * 1 1 n i • *. w » i «■ ulw.it > It in I 1 1 y i<"<|iivl 4tlt|<<, worn fu vtui i’- 
ll v lilt lttl‘ *1 l*> ill** ii>*\V ■ •IiikiI, Li ml rVi ‘11 1 1 ink till 
iiv«- |> ii f in ilit-u r\i in in i !*■, llmtu'h i inly for tin* 
•*) iiJini - iin >il utii ) Mirii/o, livifif' 

llrlly by In in 'll lit In » fu Hilly riiiln, and fniul of 
|»i «* ••iHtm* -ui li ilniin lii- i i*i'H* ,, i, Mi-iHiinl cul 

ilh In i * i \v 1 1 i\i>ik i, lu ll! an Imnniunl anil easy poiiril. 
All (In <’ '*Vi|.»( ■•lylri i uir (nWIIHHian KltillH WllH 

l*» l »}..* *if» mid blmd with hi« mt'ii particular 
li nt ; lu> Ini mn| luiii' i'lf in M'liiinl lift i*i' Mrlimtl, anil 
t« ’•hiifui tit iti-i ]>ui itiitl likn i (I'liiHHit ioiiti uf family 
• I fimndh ^.illti'iimn , i >i)ti ally happy win In* in Ida 
ml*.. ,i|«' <ln li In i, which nailially mnimoudnil lliism- 
Ivn l't lliu t>\f Uy llirif rliMt* m if linen, nmnaivo 
ii'lmv i, mid u;>i< ,,, iM'' i'mIihm jnj;. Tim in wait l hmiimi 
t i ‘-.iti ili» ‘( by a i > , il»iiit mniv (milt, wltilu Umailinimr 
lull- In* -Till w.n «• .jn'i iiilly jtli*:tKi’(l with Urn tact by 
u*h lm »iii,hih< (| ami f'mtijiril inti* a pictum what bo 
d t*i(|<it*(l '.inj'ly finitt ini turn. 

I b< Win n lit" ■( itf'iiT.ililo t'nin|iaiiiiin ; a rhenrful 
ii.umtiUy unvi't failed him; nhh'i'iiitf without nhsn- 
Lit«n uti' m. ti'M’tvril without prido; ho wun uvnrywlmro 
hmm', t'vniy wlii’it* beloved, tlm moat active, ami, at 
i’ n. into finm, tlm h lint nianntfnublo, of all mortala 
ilh ran Ii tnlniil'i, u it* l «*f mmli a ilmpunition, lm boom 
mi M»*' favour «*f l(m (li^lmr rireleH; hut ho was eapo- 
tlly well leeeived at tho eantlo of tlm Huron von 
I’iii, at Nit'i'uii on tlm Uilm, whoHO imcmiijilinhwl and 
I'i'ly il.uttfhlor ho jmialm) in Jm r iiiiintio Hlinhun, and 
many wuya nnliv'imd tlm wlmlo circle. 

( l ] mu tho iimrria^o of tlim excellent lady to tlm 
unit von Wi'itlmr, tlm imwly woildoil couple took 
f m tint with thorn to Tluninj'ia, whom Urn imunt 
ft hi r/fo omIhIo; and [him ho tfol to Woiinur. 
a iicipiuititiuicc wiih imnmdialoly Bought, Ink Lulonttt 
it i* appreciated — and a wmli cxprcflHud that ho would 
hia iierinuncnl ahodo tlun’o. 
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fitliu nf *lt',uuiij .; .1 vilir It lit** $.***• *4 K i mm lm*l l<ik»’H 
<iurit(|4 lnt ir*ii* , l f t. w«* lt t-1 i«t *i’ j*l* t i.titi l-<lk i**},'i*ih'*r 
wli»'H In* rum** |«i lltt* »U' l'lt* i *4 iit i cut*l jwt •*<n>i in 
mill iiltmil VS*t iiittr tin mi. It jmihI » ii',* » 1.1 mm. w.t’t ffl*i'l 
Ut tlwt'H ; nint y«n tiKiy »m »> r *ui«' tlml tl ni'i l li »\<* lt*'"U 
HutU»ril|${ 1*1 ill** )nHlt{/ Ht-tlt, t«* •>•>••* Ml i » j*i» luh ’i 

only tli** l»*xl wliu lt vv.t -. I** I*- 1*1 n * hi ii ui'tiniii iiilty 



iIh’Ji' ! Willi nun h jji.n i’ )m wn)j]»l imihilr l)ii! tlif- 

f''M‘ld Jm-I :.t »||-i who." jinldiiili 111* llllll llllvIMI, Hill I 1111- 

JN-I .mtliili' llm J'lri Imp,- mill illMlilliuilH 111) lllld IVi't'ivi'd. 

On" vny mi* * 'Mil *»il ill »j»;j i * }►» f .u iili il dm idmpol- 
ruu 'd j, Wolf, ill (In' with liin wifo licliiml him 

pirp.itmp In :.ni|* , uiid this }*«wi' llin in tint- opportunity 
In ir>*-uin in i , miM* , il hums, of llii* Warm ivnlniiuo 
ihi i wmlliv I’-iir would j'ivr mi*. Antoni' Iuh akoluhoH 
w«*i»* N'ViM ill nf llm w* i«nl and immiiliiiii wrumy mound 
llMi/{<’l. linn mi ImimM, fnrr.strr, limn*, jmilmpH, lo 
phm" hiit jMi’lly dmij;h()‘>M limn himself, hud, hy lmuum 
id In itl| , < « ,, i, iiiilm^:), mid liueny pallia, opened pleaNuiit 
mid i in »ddi» widlm I humph l ho nmph 1 mwurtt of rorlm, 
thiidvrl*!, mid plant alimm. in «mo of these beautiful 
juniiirimdt"i Im Imd painted llm fail’ dumiiela in while 
mid mo!- withmil their iillondmit mvidicm In 
mio of (ho'-o you ihiinodiiittdy Ionian iw.d llortueh, 
win i’ll* iioriotri deiiijjnu it) ii mi ( hit oldent duuplilor worn 
ojh’idy uvimrd ; mid Kniim wim not nllonded if you 
ventured (u refer n Morond youth lo himwlf, mid 
joiiMni'd llin piowiiip itl Ini’li miMit In llm ninlor. 

Ill'll noli, iih Llm pupil of VViolnnd, hml ho diwtin- 
l(u ji'hi'i I himself in /(cii'iii'o mid in himinwH, that, already 
up) m ii nlcd private Heeretnry of llm duke, Im luul Um 
lii'.'il imn.'iililo jno.'ijH'otn before him. l'Yoin him wo 
jmn'ii'i I In Wiidutid, (tnd talked ul leapt It of hia rurliltido 
mid oliooi fuluoMt mid kindly deposition ; Iuh Him lilor- 
iiry mid poolini) desipiirt worn dwoll upon, mid iilhiHioitH 
worn imido la Llm itdluenen of Llm Mn'kur throuph- 
tml (im niiiny : mmiy other iuuhoh of lilomry, political, 
or Hoi’iid dj»l jnelinn worn iiIho mentioned, mul, nuiong 
them, Mumuum, ICirmu, Herondia, und I.mlneiiH. Of 
wonmii, llm wifo of Wolf, mid u widow Kotzebue with 
ii lovely daughter mul n bright hoy, worn, among many 
nth ora, uli/mmU*nw«l mid extolled. KveryUdng Boomed 
to point to a fronli and active lifn of literature and art. 

And ho, hy dogroon, whh exhibited Clio element wliicii, 
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and looking uhont huii, much 
■ am*’ in hi-; way whmh did not ap|viir to holong to 
•at Inn ; ami lio arona il to .*;*•**, nano and mom dintinotly, 
lhal it r> l»-t In (•> avoid all thought of tho immoiiHn 
ao«l iinoinpinhoirdldo. 

Ill* thought 111* rotlld ili'l ret ill Mill mo — iinlli mii- 
mali- an*! inumm.tlo, with non! < »r without mi at I 

wliirh tnatiifi '•(*< itclf only in nuntmdin- 
lioir*, an*l whioh. (lioioloio, ronld ttot ho onmprnltondod 
any ido.t, .till lo..:» nmlor onn word. It wtta not 
godlike, lot it M’lmn il mue.TfouuMo ; not human, for it 
ha»! no tindoi ttandhig ; no r dovilinli, for it wua houoli- 
• fill ; nor angolie, for it ofton hntrayod u mulioiouH 
!<)«•, oatti*. It io , <onthh*d ehanoo, for it ovolvod tin oou- 

f:»'i(tt«'iifi' i : it wan like lYnvidenoo, for jt liintrd at 
niiiiio (ion. dll that liwiita tin it aonmod to [lono.tmto ; 
it n't’iiM’d to apoit at will with tho noooHMjcry olomonta 
of oiii o\ ifiti'iico ; it rontraeled limn and oxpandnd 
np.uo. In (ho imjio.'i'tihln alotto did it uppour to /hid 
pha ate, whilo it rejected tin* poaaihlo with ooiitnnipt. 

'lo tliia piimiple, whioh noemed to ooino in holwoott 
all ol hrr |aitii i|il(“i to no pa into thorn, ittai yot to link 
thorn t o{,*i‘t her, I gave tho namo of Demnniue, aftor tho 
esatnplo of (ho uneientn, and of tlniMo who, at any ntto, 
Inal jion-ojitiomi of (ho aamo kind. I triad to aoroon 
myielf from (Ida fearful principle, hy taking Hugo, ae- 
ooi,lii,i: to my uaual hahila, in an imaginary eroation. 

A iiiMicj* tho pat I a of Jiiatory which I had partiou- 
lutly i.tmliod with aomo ouro worn tho ovomIh whioli 
hav'o tnado tho (Jnilod KethorlaiidM mo fannaiH. I had 
fill ly examined tho original moiim‘o.n, and had en- 
deavoured a-t far a** po-wildo to got my faol.s at iirnt 
hand, ami to Inin*; tho wholo period vividly hnforo my 
uiind'a oyo. Tho aittmliona it presented appeared to 
me to ho hr Urn highe.sl degree dramatic; whilo lor n 
piim ipal figure, around wliojn tho ollmi'H might ho 
grouped with tho happiest oll’oet, thorn wan Count 



\ \ 


fill hiiwr.n j... 

. . :f> ; 

\ \ 

nrj'li i 1 1 tit'* "m v*« ! 

’It- 1: 

\ v • ■ 

othi'i. 



A'i in tin* v *11 i-v. 

• in 

r . 1 , 

iiml ilo ' it* *1 \N *' 


[ f‘ f 

WVil(»(n *1 «(» NMllnU hin 

’i. 1 *. i . 

cjuili* uh'U**. f«*t 

th* li 

1 } , « t i * VI ■ ?, 

huil«' ii'i \\i’h"Hi'’. 

m -1 * 

.*!, \ •• 

whii'h W‘ «l« ■ lm* *1 

\U 

Hu 1 . i ! • 1. 

tho Imh* <01*1 

i 1* 

r. .* 

" You iu«* (.filmy* 

uHii 

. . s » 

mini'ulily ijmiii*’i* >l 

1 10 0 

V. • ,U 5 i » » 

liiMulivi* hi*n'’li*i * 1 

u\; 

If . J."-'.'; 

from iii»* oluiinn 

l ••in* 

in ♦ o. i 


lim liy (lu* .Ufl » \ • n to li . 'i 

llllll till' llnlt’"' i'll ill I” , u • . 5': !> 

iilriMily ili.iwu, <1, ii. I %£'. -» !■ 

IllU^l'lUlV nn*l * :• 

Thi» linn l»*<li , il 8n m.im \< n (I I • *, 

how lo i iniMimiiil in) 1 in | ili' ii** I 1 
UIIHWliJ !H 1 rll ll*i I tliulli'lil hh-l> t~ . .. h ? 

mu) to riinnmij.;i' Iiiih i*. j ut .10* rh> -r * 
oimly. tt|ion Lhi’i In* \>i • ■»■.■ .1* l t*. t 

UlU JIl'I'MI >|IU|*I'-M Dll wloMU -11* h 
wnlj u\Uio«}‘ 1\ lm Wii'i ii** j'i» ii 1I1 Inn 1 . 1 
tor, I mulil liovrillii’lt'vi 1 i*»ily • •■!»«! o !.■ [ s 

wholo hiiniur.'M uni t liitv,* U.-n h*. } 1 / 

(Irnliul lono of dm umn \w» \ 

Iiilkml lo inn uh if In* 1 m. 1 kiomn i„, i j r. 
whilo llii'io wiui tin tiling m hv, L I 

hllVO HUMlHTll'll lllllt )|l< \V«I‘I till* > 111 ) • tSs \ 

mt\ At lnnt my fiirnil riini'* m with ih* 1 , , 
lo look III me with ijmti* itiii. . 

coimlnniinro wuh n-oiihir, mill ih<. - 5 ,< 

li^oul : Him muni Imvi* li.wi U.mlifnl | v 

1 1 '•!* wim lull mill n|turi*, hut , 



necamo ner years ; and, vmen seen rrom oenina, sne 
had quite a youthful and pleasiug appearance. The 
older daughter then came bouncing in briskly: she 
inquired after Frederica, just as both the others had 
also done. The father assured them that ho had not 
seen her since all three had gone out together. The 
daughter again went out at the door to look for her 
sister; the mother brought us some refreshment ; and 
Weyland, with the old couple, continued the conversa- 
tion, which referred to nothing but known persons and 
circumstauees, — as, indeed, it is usually the case when 
acquaintances meet after some length of time, that they 
make inquiries, aud mutually give each other informa- 
tion about the members of a large circle. I listened, 
and now learned how much I had to promise myself 
from this circle. 

The older daughter again came hastily back into the 
room, uneasy at not having found hor sister. They 
were anxious about her, aud blamed her for this or that 
bad habit ; only the father said, very composedly, “ Lot 
her alone: she will come back!” At this instant she 
really entered the door, and then truly a most charm- 
ing star arose iu this rural heaven. Loth daughters 
still wore nothing but German, ns they used to call it; 
aud this almost obsolete national costume became Fred- 
erica particularly well. A short, whito, full skirt, with 
a furbelow, not so long but that the neatest little feet 
wore visible up to the anklo ; a tight white bodico and 
a black taffeta apron, — thus she stood on the boundary 
between country girl and city gild. Slender and light, 
sho tripped along ns if she had nothing to carry ; and 
hor nock seemed almost too delicate for the large fair 
braids on her elegant little head. From cheerful blue 
eyes she looked very plainly round, and her pretty 
turuod-up nose peered as freely into the air as if there 
could be no care in the world ; her straw hat hung on 
her arm; and thus, at the first glance, I had the delight 
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as if I could see into her heart, which I could not hut 
find very pure, since it unbosomed itself to me in such 
unembarrassed loquacity. 

When my compauiou retired with me iuto the guest- 
chamber, which had been pvepared for us, he at ouce, 
with self-complacency, broke out into pleasant jesting, 
and took great credit to himself for having surprised 
me so much with the resemblance to the Primrose 
fnmily. I chimed in with him by showing myself 
thankful. “ Truly,” cried he, “ the story is quite com- 
plete. This family may very well be compared to 
that, and the gentleman in disguise here may assume 
the honour of passing for Mr. Burchell ; moreover, 
since scoundrels are not so necessary iu common life 
as in novels, I will for this time undertake the rSlo of 
the nephew, aud behave myself better than he did.” 
However, I immediately changed this conversation, 
pleasant as it might be to me,*aud asked him, before 
all things, on his conscience, if he had not really be- 
trayed me. He answered “ No ! ” and 1 could believe 
him. They had rather inquired, said ho, after tho 
merry table-companion who hoarded at the same house 
with him in Strasburg, aud of whom they had beeu 
told all sorts of preposterous stuff. I now went to 
other questions : Had she ever been iu lovo ? Was 
she dow in love ? Was she engaged ? He replied 
to all iu tho nogative. “Jn truth,” replied I, “such 
natural cheerfulness is inconceivable to me. Had she 
loved and lost, and again recovered herself, or had she 
been betrothed, — in both these cases I could account 
for it.” 

Thus we chatted together far into the night, and I 
was awake again at the dawn. My desiro to see her onco 
more seemed unconquerable ; but, while I dressed my- 
self, I was horrified at the accursed wardrobe I had so 
wantonly selected. The further I advanced in putting 
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After I had, in that bower of Sesenheim, finished 
my tale, in which the ordinary and the impossible so 
agreeably alternated, I perceived that my hearers, who 
had already shown peculiar sympathy, were now en- 
chanted in the highest degree by my singular narrative. 
They pressed me urgently to write down the tale, that 
they might ofton repeat it by reading it among them- 
solves, and to others. I promised this the more will- 
ingly, as I thus hoped to gain a pretext for repeating 
my visit, and for an opportunity of forming a closer 
connection. The party separated for a moment ; arid 
all were inclined to feel, that, after a day spent iu so 
lively a manner, the evoniug might fall rather flat. 
.From this anxioty I was freed by my friend, who 
asked permission to take leave at once, in the name of 
us both, because, as ail iudustrioiis academical citizen, 
regular in his studies, he wished to pass the night 
at Drusenheim, and to be early in the morning at 
Strasburg. 

We both reached our night-quarters in sileuce, — I, 
because I felt a grapple on my heart, which drew me 
back ; lie, because ho had something else on his mind, 
which he told mo as soon as we had arrived. “ It is 
strango,” he began, “ that you should just hit upon 
tliis tale. Did not you remark that it made quite a 
peculiar impression?” “Nay," answered I, "how 
could I help observiug that the elder one laughed more 
than was consistent at certain passages, that the 
younger one shook her head, that all of you looked 
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